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Matthew 17:1-9 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high 
mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as 
white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.  4 Peter said to Jesus, 
“Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”  6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, 
terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no 
one except Jesus.  9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have 
seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 

What does the Transfiguration do for you? 
1.  In confirms that Jesus is God 

2.  It confirms that Jesus is the fulfillment of Scripture 
3.  It confirms that Jesus was determined to die for us 

 
A couple summers ago Connie and I climbed San Luis Peak in Colorado.  Colorado is known for its 54 mountains over 

14,000 feet high.  I wanted to go someplace in Colorado that I had not been to so we went to Creede, Colorado.  Not far 
from there is San Luis Peak, one of Colorado’s 14,000 foot mountains.  The road just to get to the trailhead was 
treacherous, but our rental vehicle made it.   

It was about an 11 mile hike up the mountain.  It wasn’t too steep until I got close to the summit.  I say “I” because 
Connie didn’t make it that far.  Altitude sickness stopped her about a thousand feet short of the summit.   

The summit of a mountain can be an exhilarating place.  There’s the feeling of accomplishment from having made it 
to the top.  There the panoramic view of the terrain.  I didn’t stay long on the top of San Luis Peak.  I enjoyed the view, 
took some pictures and then headed back down.  I left Connie down below so I didn’t want to stay up there too long.   

Jesus took Peter, James and John up a mountain.  The view they had there was more spectacular than anything I saw 
on San Luis Peak.  For there they saw Jesus transfigured before them.  

Transfigured means he changed.  There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became as white as the light.  We don’t know what Jesus looked like.  Isaiah prophesied about him, “He had no beauty 
or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.” (Isaiah 53:2) He wouldn’t stand 
out in a crowd.  He was a man just like everyone else.  Looked the same; talked the same; walked the same.  He became 
hungry and thirsty.  That’s what his disciples saw every day.  Just a normal man.   

But he was hiding something.  The Apostle Paul wrote, “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.” 
(Colossians 2:9)  All the fullness of God lived in him, but you might say that he kept it bottled up under his human 
nature.  Like a Jack in the Box, his divine nature popped out on Transfiguration.  The Greek word is metamorphosis.  Like 
a caterpillar turning into a butterfly in the cocoon, Jesus changed.  He was transfigured.  He went through 
transformation so that they could truly see who Jesus really was the Son of God.  The very presence of God stood before 
them.  Glorious.  Bright.  Dazzling light.   

And that’s what God the Father announced.  “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”  
Just like at his baptism at the beginning of his ministry, the Father declared Jesus to be God and his beloved Son.  So 
what does the transfiguration do for you?  The Transfiguration confirms that Jesus is God.   

Jesus is God.  He is not just a religious genius.  He is not another Ghandi, Confuscius or Mohammed.  He is not one 
more prophet.  He is God.  This is the only Son of God who has ever walked the earth.  This is the core of our religion, but 
often it’s too much for people to swallow.   

Years ago, a movie came out starring George Burns and John Denver called, “O God.”  George Burns was God and at 
one point the character played by John Denver said, “Tell me about Jesus.”  God, in the form of cigar puffing George 
Burns said, “Jesus?  He is one of my boys.  He is one of my sons.  Of course, I have other sons, Mohammad, Buddha, 
Ghandi.”  The world has a hard time accepting that the only Jesus can claim to be true God.  Only Jesus can make that 
claim because only Jesus is fully God and fully man.   

The reaction of the disciples underscored that truth.  5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and 
a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”  6 When the disciples 



heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified.  The bright cloud that appeared at the transfiguration struck fear 
in the hearts of Peter, James and John.  But it didn’t destroy them.  God’s plans for us are no different.  He sometimes 
allows frightening clouds of trouble into our lives.  But he does so only to lead us to repentance.  When we live under a 
cloud of trouble, then we experience firsthand what a bad business sin and its consequences are.  Especially at times like 
that we can appreciate what a tremendous relief the forgiveness of sins brings us when we are delivered from all evil.   

What does the Transfiguration do for you?  It confirms that Jesus is God.   And we need that as we begin to follow 
Jesus to the cross during the season of Lent.  The transfiguration also confirms that Jesus is the fulfillment of Scripture.  
Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.  Why them?  They are representatives of the 
Old Testament.  Moses, the lawgiver and Elijah, the greatest of the prophets.  We know that Elijah didn’t die but was 
taken to heaven in a whirlwind.  Moses died, but was buried by God himself.  Later, God took his body to heaven for in 
the New Testament letter of Jude, it is written, “But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil 
about the body of Moses.” (Jude 9)  God brought these men’s bodies to heaven just for this moment of the 
transfiguration.  God used them to confirm that Jesus is the fulfillment of Scripture.   

How did Peter react?  Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here.”  It’s good for us to be here, too.  We 
don’t get to see Jesus’ transfiguration but we have something better.  Peter wrote about the transfiguration many years 
later.  We heard it in our second lesson today.  He said, “We also have the prophetic message as something completely 
reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts.”  (2 Peter 1:19)  God’s Word is certain because it doesn’t change.  Peter was wrong if 
he thought that it was good for them to be there so they could build shelters.  It was good for them to be there so they 
could see Jesus’ glory and hear the testimony of the Father and Moses and Elijah.  It is good for us to be hear also to 
hear the Word.  The most important thing for us is to listen to God’s Word.  Martin Luther once lamented, “Even we, 
who glory in being evangelicals and know that the Word of God is pure . . . nonetheless regard this most sacred Gospel 
of Christ as lightly as if it were a saying of [a Latin play.]” (What Luther Says, #4538) 

The Word of God is really the most important thing in our lives.  Let’s not take it for granted, ignore it or 
compromise it.  Let’s treasure is as the greatest possession we have.  What did the Father tell the disciples?  “Listen to 
him!”  So, let us listen to him by regular church attendance, daily devotions and Bible study.  We can’t ever listen too 
much.  As we listen, we will hear that Jesus was determined to die for us.   

In the chapter before this, Jesus had announced that he was going to Jerusalem where he would be killed and on the 
third day rise again.  After the transfiguration event, we see that same determination from Jesus.  As they were coming 
down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised 
from the dead.”  As the disciples saw Jesus in heavenly majesty, it convinced them that he is truly God.  And as they saw 
Jesus descend that glorious mountain to face the suffering that awaited him below, they saw the glory of his love for us.  
Werner Franzman, in this hymn we just sang, called this “double glory” – glory on the mountain and glory that brought 
Jesus down the mountain. 

Jesus told those three not to tell anyone about the glory on the mountain for now.  Why?  Why not schedule the 
transfiguration for the temple courts on the Day of Atonement so thousands could witness it?  Jesus knew that a public 
transfiguration would be misunderstood and get in the way of the cross.  And the cross is what his life was all about.  
Only his life could pay for the sins of the world.  Only his sacrifice could free us from the stranglehold that death had on 
us.  Only his resurrection could give us the promise of life and glory and eternity.   

Through faith in Jesus we are transfigured.  No, we don’t shine like the sun, but our standing before God is 
transfigured because of Jesus.  Without Jesus we could only stand in front of God as lost, sinful, messed up people, 
doomed to be separated from God forever, in hell, because of our sin.  But because of Jesus, all God sees in us is Jesus.  
We stand before God as white and as pure as snow.   

What does the transfiguration do for you?  It confirms that Jesus is God and our God loved us so much he gave up 
that glory to make his way to the cross. 

“Then hail the double glory 
Of Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

And let the wondrous story 
Full peace and joy afford! 

The holy mount acclaims him 
The majesty divine; 

Mount Calvary proclaims him 
Redeemer – yours and mine.” (CW 97) 


