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Sunday & Monday February 1st & 2nd, 2026 

 

 

 

 
JESUS CALLS YOU BLESSED 
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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists 
to nurture believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word 
and Sacraments.  
 
  

Welcome! 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 
front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 
area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic 
devices. 

 Children’s Activity Bags are available in the narthex. Please return them 
to the ‘used’ bin after service. 

 

 
Note to our Guests about the Lord’s Supper: 
We are glad you have come to hear God’s Word today with us. Through his 
Word, the Lord speaks of Jesus’ forgiveness to us and his peace fills our 
hearts. 
 
Today we also celebrate the Lord’s Supper, which God describes as a unified 
joint confession of faith in Jesus. Therefore, we ask that only those who have 
confessed a unified faith with us through membership in a WELS or ELS 
congregation come up to receive the Lord’s Supper. Thank you for respecting 
our beliefs based on God’s Word. 
 
If you would like to receive the Lord’s Supper with us in the future, please 
speak with one of our pastors. 

 



3 

 

JESUS CALLS YOU BLESSED 
You may not feel blessed when you are hungry or insulted or mourning the death of a 
loved one. You may not be in the mood to boast when you feel foolish, weak, or lowly. But 
knowing your difficulties, Jesus still chose you to be his own. He gives you many gifts, and 
he calls you blessed.  
 
 

Service Setting 2, CW p. 172 
 

Hymn                                                                 His Robes for Mine  
CW 568 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 172 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned 
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved 
you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I 
deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my 
Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.  
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, 
and in all our dangers and needs stretch out the right hand of your 
majesty to help and defend us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11–13 
The Lord promises that those who trust him will not be put to shame. 

3Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 
 you who do what he commands. 
Seek righteousness, seek humility; 
 perhaps you will be sheltered 
 on the day of the LORD’s anger. 

11On that day you, Jerusalem, will not be put to shame 
 for all the wrongs you have done to me, 
because I will remove from you 
 your arrogant boasters. 
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Never again will you be haughty 
 on my holy hill. 
12But I will leave within you 
 the meek and humble. 
The remnant of Israel 
 will trust in the name of the LORD. 
13They will do no wrong; 
 they will tell no lies. 
A deceitful tongue 
 will not be found in their mouths. 
They will eat and lie down 
 and no one will make them afraid.” 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm                                                                              Blessed Are They 
 Psalm 1A 

 

 

 
  
Blessed is the one who / does not walk 
    in step with the / wicked 
or stand in the way that / sinners take 
    or sit in the company of / mockers, 
but whose delight is in the law / of the LORD, 
    and who meditates on his law / day and night. 
That person is like a tree planted by streams of / water, 
    which yields its fruit in / season 
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and whose leaf does not / wither— 
    whatever they do / prospers.     Refrain 
  
Not so the / wicked! 
    They are like chaff that the wind / blows away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the / judgment, 
    nor sinners in the assembly of the / righteous.     Refrain 
  
For the LORD watches over the way of the / righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked leads to de- / struction. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.     Refrain 
Text: Lectionary for Mass (refrain) 
Tune: Michel Guimont 
Setting: Michel Guimont 
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 
Music: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 
Second Reading & Sermon Text 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 
God changes how we view ourselves by connecting us to Christ Jesus. 

 26Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. 
Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 
influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of 
the world to shame the strong. 28God chose the lowly things of this 
world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify 
the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is 
because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and 
redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast 
in the Lord.” 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:3 

 

 
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 
In the Beatitudes, our Savior turns the ideas of the world upside down. 

 1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and 
sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them. 
 He said: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, 
  for they will be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, 
  for they will inherit the earth. 
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
  for they will be filled. 
7Blessed are the merciful, 
  for they will be shown mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
  for they will see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, 
  for they will be called children of God. 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, 
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 

 

Hymn                                                                          Blest Are They  
CW 690 

 
Sermon Pastor Philip Birner 
 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,         
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being  
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and  
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.     
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in  
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead         
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
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The Sacrament 
 
Stand 

 

Preface CW 183 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among us as a human being 
and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. 
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. 
You created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you 
saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
  
Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and 
became obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as 
a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He 
rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. 
He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and 
glory. 
  
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to 
remember his suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and 
fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive 
our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin  
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 
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Be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

Hymn (Sunday)                               I Come, O Savior, to Your Table  
CW 670 

 
Stand 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
you have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive 
us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn                                         My Worth Is Not in What I Own  
CW 753 sts. 1, Ref 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

    Preacher: Philip Birner 
    Presiding Minister: Matt Holtz 
    Accompanist: Philip Machkovech 
 
Service Teams: 
8:00 a.m.    Team Paulson; AV: R. Volhard 
10:30 a.m.   Team Abitz; AV: T. Luehring 
6:00 p.m.       Team Woehler  
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In an age of anxiety we still believe 
that peace comes from Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe that 
Jesus died on the cross to pay for the 
sins of the world, bringing complete 
pardon and joy to all believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the sacraments 
of Holy Baptism and Holy 
Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 
Whether you are a first time visitor 
or returning guest, we are delighted 
to share our worship with you.  
Please come back and worship with 
us again. 
 
Scan the QR code below for access 
to the Church Center App. 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 

 
Admin Offices  920-733-9061 
 

Coordinating Pastor 
Matt Holtz 

970-576-1154 
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Associate Pastor 

Justin Shrum 
920-512-4318 

jshrum@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Visitation Pastor 
Philip Birner 
920-414-2040 

pmbirner@gmail.com 
 

School Principal  
Jason Kelley 
920-733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director  
Candace Schulz 

920-733-9061 
cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Worship Broadcast at 9:00am on Sundays 

WOSH 1490 AM & 93.9 FM 
 

Videos of our services can be found on our 
YouTube page or our website: 
www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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