
Wednesday, December 9, 2020  (2nd Wednesday in Advent)   Micah 5:2-5 

 
2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,  
though you are small among the clans of Judah,  
out of you will come for me  
one who will be ruler over Israel,  
whose origins are from of old,  
from ancient times.”  
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned  
until the time when she who is in labor gives birth  
and the rest of his brothers return  
to join the Israelites.  
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock  
in the strength of the Lord,  
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  
And they will live securely, for then his greatness  
will reach to the ends of the earth.  
5 And he will be their peace.  

 

 

  At this time of the year some people like to make predictions about the future.  For 

example: 

 Will this winter be colder or warmer than last year?  Here there are only 2 choices; half 

the people will get it right.   

 Here is a harder one: Which 2 teams will play in the Super Bowl a year from now – not 

this January, but in but 2022?  It’s likely that a few people will make the right guess. 

 What about things that are farther in the future?  Let’s say, 700 years from now?  In the 

year 2720, which 2 teams will be playing in the Super Bowl?  Can anyone possibly know 

the answer?  (Does anyone really care?) 

  This is one of the things that makes the Bible such an amazing book.  The Prophet Micah 

lived 700 years before Jesus was born.  But here in chapter 5 Micah speaks confidently about the 

birth and the work of Jesus!  Events that would take place 700 years later!  And he gets all right! 

  Our Advent theme this year is, “Heralds of Christmas.”  The Prophet Micah is one of  

 

GOD’S CHRISTMAS HERALDS. 
 

I. The Place 

  Here in chapter 5 Micah touches on 4 important topics.  Each of those topics begins with 

the letter P.  The first of those 4 topics is the word PLACE.   

  God had already told Adam and Eve that the Savior will be born of a woman.  But 

where?  No, it will not be Jerusalem, the place where God’s people worshiped at the temple.  It 

will not be in some other well-known city.  Instead Micah points to Bethlehem - a small village 

that is not even included on the Bible’s list of Judah’s main cities.  Micah speaks to the people of 

Bethlehem and declares, “You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 

Judah, out of you will come forth for me the one who will be ruler in Israel.” (5:2)   



  It’s true.  Bethlehem had another claim to fame.  It was the birthplace of great King 

David.  But King David was born 1000 years before the birth of Jesus.  When the time came that 

Jesus was born, the glory days of David and the other great kings of Israel were long gone.  

When Jesus was born, Bethlehem was nothing more than “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”   

  Micah’s prophecy is clear.  It was clear also to people who were living at the time of 

Jesus.  When the Wise Men came to King Herod, and asked where they could find the new-born 

king, the teachers of the law immediately pointed to Micah chapter 5 and directed the wise men 

to Bethlehem.   

 

II. The Person 

  So Bethlehem is the PLACE where the Messiah will be born.  Now Micah continues 

with another word that begins with the letter P.  That word is PERSON.  Our Christmas Herald 

tells us that the Messiah will be a unique person, different from every other person in the world. 

  If Jesus had a birth certificate, it might have listed His name; the name of His mother; and 

the name of the city where He was born.  That birth certificate would make it clear that Jesus was 

born to a real mother and in a real place.  It would make it clear that Jesus is a real, true human 

being.   

  And that is important.  In our scripture lesson this evening, the one from Hebrews 2, the 

writer explains that our Savior had to be a true human being, one who shares our humanity.  This 

was necessary so that our Savior could die – die in our place, as our Substitute. 

 

  But that is only half the story.  We might not notice it immediately, but Micah uses the 

same word twice in v.2.  He writes, “Bethlehem, the Messiah will ‘come forth’ out of you.”  

Here is where He will be born.  Then Micah continues by talking about the “origins” of the 

Messiah.  He tells us that the “origins” (literally “the comings forth” of the Messiah, are “from of 

old, from ancient times.’” (5:2)  Although Jesus was born in Bethlehem, He did not originate in 

the town of Bethlehem.  His origins are from eternity.  Our Savior is the eternal God, equal with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit.  

1. These words remind us of the time when Jesus was on trial in the courtroom of Pontius 

Pilate.  When Pilate asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” Pilate expected Jesus to name a 

particular city, the city of His birth.  And Jesus could have done that.  Instead Jesus 

answered, “‘Pilate, I came down from heaven.  I entered this world from the presence of 

God.’  (John 18:37; 19:9)  In other words, “My origins are from eternity.” 

2. In catechism class we memorized the words of the 2nd article: “I believe that Jesus Christ, 

true God, begotten of the Father from eternity; and also true man, born of the Virgin 

Mary is my Lord.”  What Martin Luther wrote in our catechism is exactly what Micah 

wrote here in v.2.  Jesus is true God and true man in one Person. 

3. Because Jesus is true God and true man in one Person, He is the only Person who is 

capable of carrying out God’s work.  He is the Person God chose to do His work.  Look 

again at v.2.  God said, “Bethlehem, ‘out of you will come for Me’ the Savior of the 

world.”  This child comes for God, for the sake of God the Father.  Through Jesus, the 

God/Man, God the Father will carry out His saving work.  

 

III. The Power 

  So far God’s Christmas Herald has spoken about the PLACE of Messiah’s birth and 

about his PERSON.  Micah’s next topic also begins with the letter P.  It is the word POWER. 



  When we read the book of Micah, we see that Micah was a powerful preacher.  He spoke 

boldly about the sins of the people, sins that were common in his day - and that are common 

today  

 Micah knew the hearts of the people.  They were filled with greed.  The people of 

Jerusalem would lie awake at night, thinking of ways they could steal their neighbor’s 

property.   

 Micah knew about the judges and even the priests in Jerusalem.  These men did their 

work to please whichever people offered the largest bribe.   

 Micah knew about the idolatry of the people.  These people worshiped at the temple but 

they worshiped their false gods as well. 

And so Micah called these people to repentance.  He warned them about God’s judgment.  

Powerful armies would invade the land of Israel, and would destroy their cities.  The army of 

Assyria would destroy Samaria.  The army of Babylon would destroy Jerusalem and the temple.  

When Jesus was born, Caesar Augustus and Roman armies controlled God’s people.  It was a 

humiliating experience for them.   

  Micah refers to all of this in verse 3, “Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time 

when she who is in labor gives birth.”  For centuries it would appear that God had abandoned 

His people.  Up to and including the time when Mary went into labor and gave birth to Jesus, it 

would appear that God had forgotten His people. 

  

  But – the Power of the Messiah will be greater than the power of any foreign army!  Yes, 

the Messiah will suffer and die.  But He will win the victory!  Micah describes it this way in v.4, 

“He (the Messiah) will stand … in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the 

Lord his God.” (5:4)  The Messiah will rise from the dead and will stand before His disciples as 

the Victor.  He will announce, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” (Mt. 

28:18)  Then He will ascend into heaven, and will rule over all things at the right hand of God.   

  There, from His throne in heaven, our powerful Savior will act as “the Ruler in Israel.” 

(5:2)  From His throne in heaven He will “shepherd His flock.” (5:4)  He will feed His flock with 

God’s word.  He will care for His sheep and lead them to the Gates of heaven. 

 

IV. The Peace 

  This brings us to Micah’s final word.  That word also begins with the letter P.  It is the 

word PEACE.   

  Micah announces, “He will be their peace” (5:5) – the Prince of Peace.  No, there will 

never be peace among the nations of the world.  But there is peace between God and a world of 

sinful human beings.   

 The barrier of our sin has been removed.  Our guilt is gone forever.  We are at peace with 

God.   

 Our world is in turmoil.  But God causes all things to work together for the good of those 

who love Him.  We face the problems of life knowing that we are at peace with God.  

 On that final day when we stand before God’s judgment throne, Jesus will invite us to 

enter the joy of eternal life.  We look forward to that day also knowing that we are at 

peace with God. 

 

The question remains: How could Micah possibly foretell events that would occur 700 

years in the future?  It is because God, from eternity, had a plan in mind; a detailed plan to send 



Jesus into the world as our Savior.  God was determined to fulfill every detail of His plan.  

Nothing would stop Him – not the foreign armies; not King Herod or Pontius Pilate; not Judas or 

even the devil himself.  That same God is now determined to bring us also to eternal life.  And 

nothing will stop him. 

 

  The problem here is that many in our world still know nothing about God’s plan.  

Hundreds of children and adults here in Appleton celebrate Christmas; but have no idea what 

happened back there in Bethlehem.     

  Therefore we need more faithful heralds of Christmas, more men like Micah.   

 We thank God for our pastors – faithful heralds who stand in this pulpit and point to the 

Savior born in Bethlehem. 

 We thank God for our teachers, men and women who point to Jesus in their classrooms. 

 We thank God for Christian parents and grandparents who take time to explain to their 

children why that manger is standing right here in our chancel; for parents who will take 

time for the Christmas Bedtime Story that will be online every day beginning December 

10.   

 We need more faithful Christians who use the greeting, “Merry Christmas,” and then 

explain to their FRANS that Christmas is the birth of our Savior. 

 

  Micah was a faithful Christmas herald.  May we follow in his footsteps.  Amen.     ajw 

 

 

 

 

 

 


