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Isaiah 2:1-5  This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:  2 In the last days the mountain of 

the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will 

stream to it.  3 Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God 

of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.”  The law will go out from Zion, the word of 

the Lord from Jerusalem.  4 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples.  They will beat 

their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will 

they train for war anymore.  5 Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

Let us go to up to the Mountain of the Lord 

1.  It is established for all time 

2.  It will teach God’s Truth 

 

For our midweek Advent services this year we are focusing on the Old Testament lessons from the Sunday service.  

So today we focus on the lesson from Isaiah 2. In this lesson, Isaiah is giving his people a vision of the future.  In much of 

his prophecy, he prophesied very difficult times for the people of Judah, but here, in this lesson, he gives them hope.  He 

gives them a vision of the mountain of the Lord. 

Antietam, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg – you recognize these as locations of battles of the Civil War.  Half a million 

men died in that war.  The whole nation mourned.  If the mourners of that era could see what our country has become, do 

you think they would be encouraged by the prosperity, the power, and the advances in race relations we have today?  If 

they could see this, would that have helped them as they mourned their loved ones who died for this country?  I would 

like to think so.  That’s what Isaiah does in this lesson about the mountain of the Lord.   

When you think of mountains, what do you think of?  Some just think cold and snow, but for a lot of people the 

mountains mean fun.  If you lived in Colorado, going to the mountains almost always meant having fun.  You go to the 

mountains for hiking, hunting and skiing.  You go to the mountains for fly fishing and whitewater rafting.  In Wisconsin, 

your cabins are up north.  In Colorado, they’re in the mountains.   

But for someone in Israel in the seventh century B. C., the mountains didn’t mean fun; they meant security.  

Mountains are where they built fortresses and cities.  Building on a mountain with a large city wall discouraged attacks 

from enemies and brought security to the citizens.  Jerusalem was built on a mountain called Zion.  There was built the 

Temple, the symbol of the people of God. 

 In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be 

exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.  Mount Everest is the highest point on the earth’s surface.  

Situated in Nepal, between India and China, it rises to about 29,000 feet – fie and a half miles – above sea level.  In 

contrast, the Temple mount in Jerusalem is tiny.  It is about 2600 feet – half a mile – above sea level.   

Now, is Isaiah prophesying that there will be a huge geographic shift and the Temple mount will rise over five miles 

into the sky?  No, as with much of Isaiah’s prophecy, he is using picture language.  The Lord’s temple is where the Old 

Testament believers gathered to worship.  It is where God’s people would be found.  He says in verse three, The law will 

go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  Therefore, we can conclude that the mountain of the Lord’s 

Temple is a picture of the Holy Christian Church.   

It is established over every other religion on the planet.  At the foundation of every other religion you’ll find that old 

compulsion – the deadly serious business of people wanting to save themselves.  The torturing idea is hardwired into the 

human soul.  It says, “I’ll earn love.  Somehow, I’ll deserve God.” 

Let’s understand just how different Christianity is.  It’s mountains above every other religion.  Every other religion 

teaches commandments as a way to earn salvation.  The Bible tells us, “Through the law we become conscious of sin.” 

(Romans 3:20)  The reason God told us how we are supposed to live is so that we would understand, in no uncertain 

terms, that we fall short of what God righteously demands of us, that we have a problem and we ourselves are in no way 

the solution.  (Adapted from Mark Paustian, Prepared to Answer, pp. 72ff.) 

God does this because he loves us.  The grace we need so urgently only sounds like good news to people who realize 

they are bad.  By grace God declares us not guilty in the shed blood of Jesus.  That good news exalts the Church over 

every religion of works in the world.   

The amazing thing about this mountain is that rivers flow into it.  Rivers normally flow down a mountain.  These flow 

up.  The reason is that these are not rivers of water but rivers of people.  It will be exalted above the hills, and all nations 

will stream to it.   



In mainland China estimates are that there are over one hundred million Christians.  Isn’t that amazing?  In sub-

Saharan Africa, most of the people now claim to be Christian.  We are building a training center in the heart of communist 

Vietnam.  Despite the declines in our country, the majority still claims to be Christian.  Hardly a nation on earth lacks 

people who claim Christ’s name.  This is fulfillment of what Isaiah prophesied here.  The nations are streaming to it.   

The Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, is millions – billions? – of souls.  It reaches across barriers of 

culture, limits of geography, and borders of nationality.  It even includes the dead, who are now dwelling with God 

himself, delivered into his presences through faith in Jesus Christ.   

 Here, on this mountain of the Lord, we find the peace.  Iraq, Afghanistan, the middle east in general – our world is 

not at peace.  The middle east isn’t the only place where peace is in short supply.  Our lives are not at peace.  “We are a 

conflicted people, as evidenced by the fact that so many of our relationships are dysfunctional.  Marriages are factious, 

friendship are antagonistic, and families are divided by feuds.  There is conflict in our streets, in our workplace, in our 

home and in our church.” (Jacob Preus, Just Words p. 147)   

But here at the mountain of the Lord, the Holy Christian Church, we have peace.  He will judge between the nations 

and will settle disputes for many peoples.  They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 

hooks.  Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.  The angels announced it and 

Jesus promised it.  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:14) 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.” (John 14:27)   

There is a distinction between the peace of the gospel and the feeling of peacefulness.  Isaiah didn’t prophecy a 

feeling.  He prophesied peace.  Jesus didn’t leave the glory of heaven, walk the dusty roads of Palestine and sweat blood 

in Gethsemane so we could feel good.  He didn’t allow himself to be arrested, beaten and hung on a cross for a feeling.  

He did all that for peace.  Jesus brings about the objective state of peace that transcends our experiences and is real despite 

our feelings to the contrary.   

It declares the war is over.  We were at war with God.  As the Apostle Paul declared, “The sinful mind is hostile to 

God.” (Romans 8:7) But in Christ God declares the war is over.  The Apostle Paul proclaimed, “For God was pleased to 

have all his fullness dwell in [Christ], 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or 

things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” (Colossians 1:19-20) Through Jesus we are at 

peace with God and we are invited to walk in its light.   

Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord.  We begin our midweek Advent services this year 

with the “Service of Light” in which we pray for the Lord to be our light.  In the hymn we just sang, we sang about the 

Lord of Light and prayed for him to “light the hearts of all in dark and shadow.”  Our worship speaks in these terms 

because that’s the way the Bible speaks about Jesus.  Jesus himself said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows 

me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)   

So our text closes with the invitation for us to walk in the light that is Jesus.  Knowledge of Jesus brings the light of 

hope and salvation.  Walking in that light we walk with everyone else who has come to the mountain of the Lord, who is 

part of the Holy Christian Church.  We walk together, supporting and helping each other to live in the Light and to walk 

by the Light.  That’s why we gather here regularly.   

Are you looking forward to Christmas?  Are you excited about it?  Do we have that same attitude about coming to 

church and walking in the light of God’s Word with the Holy Christian Church?  You have reason to get excited about it.  

Where else do you relive your baptism as God’s name is placed on you by invocation and benediction?  Where else 

do you publicly admit your offenses against God and rejoice in his forgiving forgetfulness?  Where else do you get 

together with dozens of your friends to sing God’s praise, to confess his goodness and to plead together for his help?  

Where else do you hear words of peace and light and life?  Where else do you receive Christ’s body and blood to feed 

your soul?  This is exciting stuff worth our time and our effort.  So let us come.  “Come, let us go up to the mountain of 

the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” 

 

 

 
 


