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Philippians 2:9-13 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always 
obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 
 

Carry Jesus’ name in the new year 
1.  Let Christ’s exaltation encourage you 

2.  To keep working toward salvation 
 

What’s in a name?  Parents agonize over the right name for their baby but will the child’s name make a difference in 
how they do in school or what job they get?  Would you be a different person if you had a different name?  If my dad 
would have had his way, you would be calling me “Herman” not “Kenneth.”  My mom wouldn’t let him name me 
Herman so we named our dog Herman.  My mom wanted Kenneth after her younger brother who was killed in a car 
accident.  Herman or Kenneth – I am still the same person.  The name doesn’t matter. 

But when it comes to Jesus, his name matters.  The angel told Joseph to name him Jesus because, he said, “he will 
save his people from their sins.”  The name Jesus means “the Lord saves.”  God wanted him to have a name that fit his 
mission. 

Since New Year’s Day is the eighth day after Jesus’ birth, the day the Old Testament assigned for baby boys to be 
circumcised and officially receive their name, the lessons for today focus on the name of Jesus.  So today our text 
encourages us to carry Jesus’ name in the New Year. 

The lesson before us from Paul’s letter to the Philippians begins with “Therefore.”  And when we see that word we 
have to ask, “What’s it there for?”  In the section before this, Paul had written about how Jesus had humbled himself or 
emptied himself to serve as our Savior.  What did he empty himself of?   

He emptied himself of perfect joy to be tempted by Satan, denied by Peter and stand at the grave of Lazarus and 
weep. 

He emptied himself of godly power.  He through whom everything was made became tired, so tired that he slept in 
a boat during a raging storm.   

He emptied himself to lower himself.  How low did he go?  Low enough to be born in a cattle stall amidst the stink of 
animals.  Low enough to be betrayed by a friend whom he had not hurt in any way.  Low enough to have his friends walk 
out on him.  Low enough to experience how little they really loved him.  How low did he go?  Low enough to be mocked 
and treated like a fool by those who were somebody in the world.  Low enough to have nails driven through his hands 
and feet.  Low enough to die on a cross. 

He emptied himself so that we could be full of glory.  Oh, what a great and wonderful exchange he made for us!  
What great love and sacrifice he made for us!  Because he humbled himself, by faith in him, we shall be exalted to glory. 
He has truly lived up to his name, Jesus.  May we honor that name with our worship and our lives.   

And that gets us back to that word, “Therefore.”  Since Jesus completed the work of saving us, the result is his glory.  
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.     

Therefore, he has the name above every name.  The Packers have their ring of honor with names like Bart Starr, 
Forrest Gregg, and James Lofton.  These are players whose names are honored more than any other in Packer football 
history.  But these are just men who will die and decay just like you and me.  Jesus died but didn’t decay.  He rose from 
death which was God’s way of declaring his work done and our salvation complete.   

He has a name that will not just be honored by a few Packer fans, but on the last day, every person, angel and 
demon, will have to acknowledge that this man born in a manger and hung on a cross is God over all.  He will have the 
name that is above every name.  The name to which every knee will bow. 

You can’t worship God without the name Jesus.  You can’t worship God if you are not worshiping Jesus first.  People 
who say that every religion worships the same god and we just use different names are very much mistaken.  You can’t 



worship God by any other name than Jesus.  His is the name above every name and every knee will bow to him in faith in 
this life, or in fear when he returns. 

Jesus is the name above every name, the one who is ruling all things for the good of his believers.  It may not always 
feel like that.  It may seem to us that Christ is still an empty Christ and that the devil and the world are running the show.  
In a sin-filled world that is inhabited by sinful people, God’s plans don’t seem to be working.  In day-to-day life, we must 
deal with the consequences of sin in this world.  So, we have this paradox to challenge us:  We feel like losers, but in 
Christ we are winners.  The world seems to be winning and the church seems to be losing.  But the world is dying and we 
are on our way to glory.  Let’s be careful that we don’t confuse perception with fact.  For Jesus will one day show himself 
and then everyone will know and everyone will have to acknowledge that Jesus is the winner.   

Now we come to another, “Therefore.”  And what do we have to ask? “What’s it there for?”  Therefore, my dear 
friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out 
your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good 
purpose.   

Therefore, since Jesus is exalted in glory, Paul tells us to work out our salvation with fear and trembling.  “Work out 
your salvation” seems to go against everything that the Bible tells us about our salvation.  For example, Paul wrote in his 
letter to the Romans, “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  Justification has already happened and is received by faith.  It’s not something that needs to be “worked out.”   

Obviously, justification has been worked out objectively for us by Jesus’ death on the cross.  In this lesson, then, Paul 
is talking about the subjective side of justification.  He means we are to do everything in our power to strengthen our 
faith in the forgiveness of sins.   

And we are to do that with fear and trembling.  This is the fear of a Christian who is conscious of his weakness, who 
realizes as far as he is concerned, he would not persevere in salvation for one moment, who knows that salvation may 
be lost through his own fault.  When it comes to salvation, the one I fear the most is me.   

I fear me; I trust God.  It is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.  Just think 
about it.  God is working in you, crafting the good works of your mind, hands and lips.  Should we not then react with 
fear and trembling?  To witness a mighty act of God, whether a tornado or my own personal Christian living, ought to 
make our jaws drop and sense our own smallness.  

God is working in you in powerful ways again and again in the course of a day.  When you want to tackle the hard 
work that needs to get done, the work of serving your spouse or your congregation or your neighbor, it’s God who has 
worked that desire inside of you.  When you confess your sin and long for peace with God, it’s God who has brought 
those words of confession to your lips.  When you offer humble service to a fellow Christian or next-door neighbor, it’s 
God who has produced that action. (Adapted from Geiger, WLQ, p. 292-293) 

No matter what your name is – John, Glen, Joyce, Patty, Todd, Dave, Lorry, Herman, Ken or whatever your parents 
chose to call you – remember that in baptism God’s name was put on you.  May we carry that name into the new year 
knowing that is the name above every name and that he is working in you each and every day of the year.   

 
 
 
 


