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First Sunday after Christmas                                                 Dec. 27th, 2020 

The Gift that Brings Peace 
The great miracle that God has become man for us and our salvation is matched by the great 

miracle that he reveals that to sinners such as us. 

 

HYMN                                                   In His Temple Now Behold Him – CW 77 

 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♬ Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray; 

Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
 

C: ♬ Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us.  

 Lord, have mercy on us. 
 

 P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: ♬ Amen. 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD   

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C: ♬ Glory be to God on high,  

 and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, 

 we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory. 

 O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty.  

 O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father; 
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 You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. 

 You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. 

 For you only are holy, you only are the Lord. 

 You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

 are most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  The Lord be with you.  

C: ♬ And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray.    

 Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon 

himself our human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the 

corruption of our sin and transform us into the likeness of his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: ♬ Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                     Isaiah 45:20-25 
Turn to God and be saved 

“Gather together and come; assemble, you fugitives from the nations. 

Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood, who pray to gods that 

cannot save. 21 Declare what is to be, present it—let them take counsel 

together. Who foretold this long ago, who declared it from the distant 

past? Was it not I, the Lord? And there is no God apart from me, a 

righteous God and a Savior; there is none but me. 22 “Turn to me and be 

saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. 23 By 

myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will 

not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will 

swear. 24 They will say of me, ‘In the Lord alone are deliverance and 

strength.’” All who have raged against him will come to him and be put 

to shame. 25 But all the descendants of Israel will find deliverance in 

the Lord and will make their boast in him. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY (Refrain will be sung, verses spoken responsively.)    Psalm 111 
We praise God’s wonders 

 
P: Great are the works of the Lord; 

C: they are pondered by all who delight in them. 

 

P: Glorious and majestic are his deeds, 

C: and his righteousness endures forever. 

 

P: He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 

C: the Lord is gracious and compassionate.   (Refrain) 

 

P: The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

C: all his precepts are trustworthy. 

 

P: He provided redemption for his people; 

C: he ordained his covenant forever. 

 

P: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

C: all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy      

       Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  

       forever. Amen.  (Refrain) 

 

SECOND LESSON & SERMON TEXT                            Colossians 3:12-17 
Let God’s Word dwell in you richly 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over 

all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect 
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unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 

one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message 

of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another 

with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 

singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, 

whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY (Colossians 3:15a) 

P:  Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia.  

C: ♬ Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                     Luke 2:25-40 
Our eyes have seen God’s salvation 

C: ♬ Glory be to you, O Lord! 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 

devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the 

Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the 

child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon 

took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you 

have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For my 

eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of 

all nations: 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your 

people Israel.” 33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said 

about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: 

“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, 

and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of 

many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after 

her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She 

never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 
38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and 

spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption 

of Jerusalem. 39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by 

the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of 

Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with 

wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 
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C: ♬ Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN                                                  Let All Together Praise Our God – CW 41 

 

SERMON                                                                   Pastor Kenneth Frey 

 

CREATE IN ME     

C: ♬ Create in me, a clean heart, O God, 

 and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from your presence,  

 and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

 Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

 and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

   your kingdom come, your will be done 

   on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

   Now and forever.    Amen. 

 

HYMN                                                 O Light of Gentile Nations – CW 78 

  

P:  Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  

May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being 

strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the 

blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C:  ♬ Amen. 

 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

C: ♬ Amen, Amen, Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN                   May the Mind of Christ My Savior – CW 467 

 

Worship Notes 
Presiding Minister:  Kenneth Frey  

               Organist: Claire Rehberger 

 

Service Teams: 

8:00 a.m.  P. Abitz (Head Usher), J. Volhard, D. & V. 

Sheldon, J. & S. Dunsirn, P. Tiedt  

10:30 a.m. D. Paulson (Head Usher), J./P. Cherney, J. Immel, 

E. Dvorak, M. Schlueter, K./M./S. Paulson, 

M./K./C. Runkel 

6:00 p.m. No Service   
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In an age of anxiety we still 
believe that peace comes from Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin 
Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe 
that Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for the sins of the world, bringing 
complete pardon and joy to all 
believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the 
sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

Whether you are a first time visitor 

or returning guest, we are delighted 

to share our worship with you.  

Please come back and worship with 

us again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 
 

Church Office  733-9061 
School Office  733-9061 
Child Care Center 733-9061 

 
Senior Pastor Kenneth Frey 

213-6919 
kfrey@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Outreach and Family Ministry 

Pastor Matthew Holtz 
733-9061 

mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Visitation Pastor Don Ninmer 
725-0168 

djninmer@new.rr.com 
 

School Principal Jason Kelley 
733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director Candace Schulz 
733-9061 

cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on 
WNAM radio, 1280 AM 

 
Videos of our service today can be 

found on our Facebook page or our 
website: 

www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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