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CHRISTMAS EVE VESPERS                                         December 24, 2020 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

HYMN                                           Once in Royal David’s City (CW 50) 
Cecil Frances Alexander wrote “Once in Royal David’s City” as a way for her grandchildren to 

review the catechism. The original version had many stanzas which recalled the Ten 

Commandments. The verses that are commonly known today echo some thoughts of the 

Apostles’ Creed. “Once in Royal David’s City” became popular to a large extent from its use as 

the opening hymn for the annual service of Lessons and Carols held at King’s College in 

Cambridge, England. 

 
STAND 

 

EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

P: Beloved in Christ: In this Christmas season it is our duty and delight to 

hear again the message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go 

even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, 

which the Lord has made known to us, the Christ-child, lying in a 

manger. 

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving 

purposes of God from the first days after our fall, and into the birth 

and glorious redemption brought to us by this Holy Child. Let us hear 

how peace was lost, and how peace is restored. 

 But first, let us pray, for this is good and right. 

Heavenly Father, we pray for ourselves and all people who worship 

you and your Son this holy night. By your holy Word, lead us to say 

with the angels, 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

 

P: We pray for your blessing upon the people of our city, our state, our 

nation, and our world. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

 

P: We pray for the poor and helpless, the cold and hungry, the sick and 

sad, that you would give them the joy of your salvation and the 

comfort of your presence. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 
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P: We pray for unbelievers and enemies of the Church, that through your 

Law and Gospel you would lead them to recognize your Son as their 

only hope for eternal life. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

 

P: Finally, we remember before you all those who rejoice with us in 

heaven, who live in greater light and beauty than we, that multitude 

which no one can number, who died in faith, and now praise you in 

your heavenly temple. We confess that we are united with them and 

with one another. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! 

 

P: We humbly offer up these prayers and praises in the words that Christ 

himself taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever. Amen. 

 
BE SEATED 

 

THE TRAGIC NEED FOR GOD’S LOVE 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                              Genesis 3:8-15 
Humanity’s separation from God dates to the beginning of time, to the fall into sin by the first 

humans, Adam and Eve. As tragic as this was, the account ends with God’s promise of 

rescue—that the woman’s offspring, Christ, would ultimately defeat Satan and the rebellion of 

sin. 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD 

God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the 

man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I 

was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, “Who told you 

that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded 

you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you put here with 

me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the 

LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman 

said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the LORD God said to 
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the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all 

livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will 

eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and 

the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your 

head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 

HYMN                                         Now Sing We, Now Rejoice (CW 34) 
Each generation has suffered from the fall into sin; “death o’er us had reigned” (stanza 3). 

How great our joy to be rescued, looking forward to the “heavenly joy and light” (stanza 4)! 

 

LOVE PROMISES A RESCUE 

 

SECOND LESSON                                                                Isaiah 9:2,6,7 
In love God promised a rescue already to Adam and Eve. Through the prophets he repeated 

that promise many times over centuries before the birth of Jesus. 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living 

in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 6 For to us a child is 

born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his 

kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 

from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 

accomplish this. 

 

CAROL                                    Where Shepherds Lately Knelt (CW 54) 
Where “Shepherds Lately Knelt” joins believers from all times on a visit to Jesus' manger. 

 

LOVE’S WONDROUS INCARNATION 

 

THIRD LESSON (Recited by the Sunday School)                               Micah 5:2 
Old Testament prophecies included unexpected details, such as the exact tiny village where 

Jesus would be born—and the expansion of his impact “to the ends of the earth.” This wonder 

of fulfilled prophecy continues to validate the story of God’s love even today. 
2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans 

of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGS                   Go, Tell it on the Mountain (CW 57) 

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,  

behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth  

rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior‘s birth. [Refrain] 
 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,  

and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

 

LOVE’S PLAN REVEALED TO MARY 

 

FOURTH LESSON                                                                 Luke 1:26-38 
God could have initiated the climax of his plan in some stunning manner. But he chooses a 

humble virgin. Along with Mary we might say, “Why?” And along with Mary we humbly 

accept God’s plan and marvel at it. 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel 

to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a 

man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 

favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words 

and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said 

to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You 

will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He 

will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 

will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over 

Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 34 “How will 

this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel 

answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the 

Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her 

old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth 

month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I am the Lord’s 

servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 

angel left her. 

 

CAROL                                         O Little Town of Bethlehem (CW 65) 
Familiar carols can contain profound realities. In the dark streets of Bethlehem shines “the 

everlasting light” (stanza 1). In this quiet night God’s love provides a most amazing blessing 

(stanza 2). 
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LOVE’S PLAN REVEALED TO JOSEPH 

 

FIFTH LESSON                                                         Matthew 1:18-25 
The wonder of fulfilled prophecy is valuable for Joseph . . . and for us. The many fulfilled 

prophecies are one way that God demonstrates the truth of his Word. 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 

Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 

together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.19 

Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want 

to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 

a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 

Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin 

will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 

(which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the 

angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a 

son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 

HYMN                       Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising (CW 42) 
Imagine Joseph’s confusion! And yet God’s love for him—and angelic intervention—enabled 

him to believe this hymn’s bold claim: “See how God…gave his Son!” —  that same 

transforming assertion found in the next lesson. We too, in spite of our confusions and doubts, 

pray that Jesus will “gently lead us and be near us.” 

 

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD 

 

SIXTH LESSON AND MESSAGE                                         John 3:16-18 
We become God’s children through faith—that is, by trusting in God’s rescue plan which 

cancels the alienation caused by our rebellion. This lesson is also the basis for tonight’s more 

extended meditation on God’s love. 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God 

did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 

the world through him.18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have 

not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 
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HYMN                                                         What Child Is This (CW 67) 
William Chatterton Dix was the son of a surgeon and a writer. At the age of twenty-nine he 

was struck with a near fatal disease and spent many months in bed, during which time 

William himself turned to writing. He penned a number of Christmas hymns, including What 

Child Is This and As With Gladness Men of Old. 

 

LOVE’S BIRTH 

 

SEVENTH LESSON                                                                   Luke 2:1-20 
With John 3:16 and the thoughts from tonight’s message as context, we now hear the familiar 

and beloved Christmas account. 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 

taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took 

place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their 

own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he 

belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with 

Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she 

gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 

him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 

the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 

cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior 

has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to 

you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the 

angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they 

had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 

about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 

pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just 

as they had been told. 
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CAROL                                     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (CW 61) 
This hymn is well known in our culture. But it affirms many things that are central to 

Christianity—and offensive or at least misunderstood by many. 

 

OFFERING 

 
STAND 

 

PRAYER 

P: O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth 

of your only Son, Jesus Christ; grant that, as we joyfully receive him as 

our Redeemer, so may we also behold him with sure confidence when 

he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly  

into one, fill us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the 

forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life.  And the blessing of 

God Almighty—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit — be upon 

you and remain with you always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

CAROL                                                                   Silent Night (CW 60) 

 

 

Worship Notes 

Presiding Minister:  Kenneth Frey 

               Organist: Nancy Zander  

 

Service Teams: 

 4:00 p.m.:  Team Woehler  

 6:00 p.m.:  Team Hoh 

 


