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Sunday & Monday November 16th & 17th, 2025 
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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists 
to nurture believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word 
and Sacraments.  
 
  

Welcome! 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 
front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 
area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic 
devices. 

 Children’s Activity Bags are available in the narthex. Please return them 
to the ‘used’ bin after service. 

 

 
Note to our Guests about the Lord’s Supper: 
We are glad you have come to hear God’s Word today with us. Through his 
Word, the Lord speaks of Jesus’ forgiveness to us and his peace fills our 
hearts. 
 
Today we also celebrate the Lord’s Supper, which God describes as a unified 
joint confession of faith in Jesus. Therefore, we ask that only those who have 
confessed a unified faith with us through membership in a WELS or ELS 
congregation come up to receive the Lord’s Supper. Thank you for respecting 
our beliefs based on God’s Word. 
 
If you would like to receive the Lord’s Supper with us in the future, please 
speak with one of our pastors. 
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Scripture / Anticipation 
The Church has marked the passing of yet another Church Year, waiting for its Lord to return. How 
long will we have to wait and watch for Jesus to return? We do not know. Jesus said he would return 
soon. However, the definition of “soon” for the One who has no beginning or end will naturally differ 
from ours. Whenever Jesus returns, it will take us by surprise. So, how do believers avoid growing 
lethargic? How do we remain ready and watchful for Christ’s return? Our Savior points us to his 
Scriptures.  
The promises Jesus has made us this past year—promises that give us comfort and hope and 
purpose— were not merely spoken. Jesus ensured those promises were written down in Scripture. As 
we see in Scripture all the promises that Christ has fulfilled, there is discernable effect. The Spirit 
creates within us an eager anticipation regarding the Scriptural promises that are as-of-yet unfilled. 
While we cannot be certain when the day of fulfillment will come, we are completely confident of 
what that day will bring. No matter how many years we must mark, we watch with eager 
anticipation, and we pray, “Amen! Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20). 
 
 

Service Setting 2, CW p. 172 
 

God Has Spoken by His Prophets CW 639 
 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 173 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and 
desired in our hearts. We have offended you and sinned against 
your holy law. We have done those things that we should not 
have done, and we have not done those things that we should 
have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and 
restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for 
our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his  
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resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, merciful Father, you have appointed your Son as judge of 
the living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of his return with 
our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for your own from the 
foundation of the world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

First Reading Habakkuk 1:1–3; 2:1-4  

The LORD instructs the prophet Habakkuk to write down what he was about to hear 
God say. That revelation empowered God’s people to anticipate God’s deliverance. 

 1The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received. 
2How long, LORD, must I call for help, 
 but you do not listen? 
Or cry out to you, “Violence!” 
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 but you do not save? 
3Why do you make me look at injustice? 
 Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 
 there is strife, and conflict abounds. 
1I will stand at my watch 
 and station myself on the ramparts; 
I will look to see what he will say to me, 
 and what answer I am to give to this complaint. 

 2Then the LORD replied: 
“Write down the revelation 
 and make it plain on tablets 
 so that a herald may run with it. 
3For the revelation awaits an appointed time; 
 it speaks of the end 
 and will not prove false. 
Though it linger, wait for it; 
 it will certainly come 
 and will not delay. 
4“See, the enemy is puffed up; 
 his desires are not upright— 
 but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness— 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Remember Your Mercy, O LORD Psalm 130B 
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Out of the depths I cry to / you, LORD; 
    Lord, / hear my voice. 
Let your ears be at- / tentive 
    to my cry for / mercy. 
If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, / who could stand? 
    But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, / 
serve you.    Refrain 
  
I wait for the LORD, my whole / being waits, 
    and in his word I / put my hope. 
I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the / morning, 
    more than watchmen wait for the / morning. 
Israel, put your hope / in the LORD, 
    for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full re- / 
demption. 
He himself will redeem / Israel 
    from / all their sins. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
Tune: Michael Joncas Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 Setting: © 
1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Second Reading & Sermon Text Revelation 22:6–13  

Christ is coming soon. In the meantime, in eager anticipation, we hold onto and make 
known what God has revealed in his Word. 

 6The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The 
Lord, the God who inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his 
servants the things that must soon take place.” 
 7“Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of 
the prophecy written in this scroll.” 
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 8I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I 
had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the 
angel who had been showing them to me. 9But he said to me, “Don’t 
do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets 
and with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!” 
 10Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this 
scroll, because the time is near. 11Let the one who does wrong continue 
to do wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; let the one who 
does right continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be 
holy.” 
 12“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to 
each person according to what they have done. 13I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 24:42 

 

 
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Gospel Luke 12:35–40  
Though we cannot know when Jesus will return, we can be certain what will happen 
when he does. So, we watch and wait with anticipation. 

 35“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36like 
servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so  
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that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door 
for him. 37It will be good for those servants whose master finds them 
watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to 
serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on 
them. 38It will be good for those servants whose master finds them 
ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 
39But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what 
hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken 
into. 40You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an 
hour when you do not expect him.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending CW 487 
 

Sermon Pastor Matt Holtz 
 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,        
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.      
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and  
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead         
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

The Sacrament 
 
Stand 

 

Preface CW 183 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who preserves his Church to the end of 
time, when he will come again as king to judge all people and take his 
own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

 
 
 



12 

 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. 
You created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you 
saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
  
Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and 
became obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as 
a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He 
rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. 
He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and 
glory. 
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Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to 
remember his suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and 
fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive 
our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Be seated 
 

Distribution 
 

It Is Well with My Soul CW 850 
 

The Day Is Surely Drawing Near CW 488 
 

Stand 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
you have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, 
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive 
us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

The Advent of Our King CW 309 sts. 1, 4, 6 
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WORSHIP NOTES:  
Preacher: Matt Holtz 
Presiding Minister: Justin Shrum 
Accompanist: Dan Vogel / Elliot Feidt 
 
Service Teams: 8:00 a.m. Team Woehler; AV: K. Runkel 
         10:30 a.m.  Team Hoh; AV: C. Woehler 
           6:00 p.m.   Team Waack 
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In an age of anxiety we still believe 
that peace comes from Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. 
 

In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 

In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. 
 

In an age of guilt we still believe that 
Jesus died on the cross to pay for the 
sins of the world, bringing complete 
pardon and joy to all believers. 
 

In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the sacraments 
of Holy Baptism and Holy 
Communion. 
 

In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

Whether you are a first time visitor 
or returning guest, we are delighted 
to share our worship with you.  
Please come back and worship with 
us again. 
 

Scan the QR code below for access 
to the Church Center App. 

 
 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 

 

Admin Offices  920-733-9061 
 

Coordinating Pastor 
Matt Holtz 

970-576-1154 
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 

Associate Pastor 
Justin Shrum 
920-512-4318 

jshrum@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Visitation Pastor 
Philip Birner 
920-414-2040 

pmbirner@gmail.com 
 

School Principal  
Jason Kelley 
920-733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director  
Candace Schulz 

920-733-9061 
cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on WNAM 

radio, 1280 AM 
 

Videos of our services can be found on 
our YouTube page or our website: 

www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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