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Sunday & Monday October 5th & 6th, 2025 

 
INCREASED FAITH INCREASES DUTY 
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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists 
to nurture believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word 
and Sacraments.  
 
  

Welcome! 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 
front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 
area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic 
devices. 

 Children’s Activity Bags are available in the narthex. Please return them 
to the ‘used’ bin after service. 

 

 
Note to our Guests about the Lord’s Supper: 
We are glad you have come to hear God’s Word today with us. Through his 
Word, the Lord speaks of Jesus’ forgiveness to us and his peace fills our 
hearts. 
 
Today we also celebrate the Lord’s Supper, which God describes as a unified 
joint confession of faith in Jesus. Therefore, we ask that only those who have 
confessed a unified faith with us through membership in a WELS or ELS 
congregation come up to receive the Lord’s Supper. Thank you for respecting 
our beliefs based on God’s Word. 
 
If you would like to receive the Lord’s Supper with us in the future, please 
speak with one of our pastors. 
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INCREASED FAITH INCREASES DUTY 
As someone rises through the ranks at work, there are typically benefits: higher salary, more 
authority, better benefits. However, there is often a corresponding increase in responsibility: longer 
hours, more meetings, raised expectations. So, if someone is offered a promotion, they might ask, 
“Is this worth it?” It is similar in God’s kingdom. As our faith grows, there are obvious benefits: the 
comfort of knowing you are a redeemed and loved child of God, the peace of knowing your eternity 
is secure. However, increased faith also increases duty. There are ever more opportunities for service. 
This week, Jesus has sharp words for those who want the benefits of being Christian but would shirk 
those responsibilities. However, to lead us to take up those responsibilities, our Savior doesn’t 
threaten or cajole. He helps us see that while increased faith increases duty, increased duty increases 
delight. The believer knows he serves the One who came to serve us first. Just as Christ’s service 
brought him great joy, so does our service to others. 
 
 

Service Setting 3, CW p. 188 
 

Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly CW 748 
 

Stand 
 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned 
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved 
you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I 
deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my 
Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.  
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 
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Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil 
of body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever 
pleases you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading 1 Chronicles 29:1-2,10–18  
In faith, the people of Israel understood that all their wealth came from the LORD. So, 
they joyfully embraced the privilege of donating generously to the construction of the 
LORD’s temple. 
 1Then King David said to the whole assembly: “My son Solomon, the 
one whom God has chosen, is young and inexperienced. The task is 
great, because this palatial structure is not for man but for the LORD 
God. 2With all my resources I have provided for the temple of my 
God—gold for the gold work, silver for the silver, bronze for the 
bronze, iron for the iron and wood for the wood, as well as onyx for the 
settings, turquoise, stones of various colors, and all kinds of fine stone 
and marble—all of these in large quantities. 
 10David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, 
saying, 
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“Praise be to you, LORD, 
 the God of our father Israel, 
 from everlasting to everlasting. 
11Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power 
 and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 
 for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 
Yours, LORD, is the kingdom; 
 you are exalted as head over all. 
12Wealth and honor come from you; 
 you are the ruler of all things. 
In your hands are strength and power 
 to exalt and give strength to all. 
13Now, our God, we give you thanks, 
 and praise your glorious name. 

 14“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to 
give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have 
given you only what comes from your hand. 15We are foreigners and 
strangers in your sight, as were all our ancestors. Our days on earth are 
like a shadow, without hope. 16LORD our God, all this abundance that 
we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name comes 
from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. 17I know, my God, that you 
test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things I have 
given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy 
how willingly your people who are here have given to you. 18LORD, the 
God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep these desires and 
thoughts in the hearts of your people forever, and keep their hearts 
loyal to you. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

My Soul Finds Rest in God Alone Psalm 62C 

 



8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aaron Keyes; Stuart Townend 
Tune: Aaron Keyes; Stuart Townend 
Text and tune: © 2008 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: St. Paul Lutheran Church 
no. 703831 

 

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 1:1–5,11-12  

St. Paul thanks God for increasing the faith of the Thessalonians, enabling them to 
better love one another and to persevere even during persecution. 

 1Paul, Silas and Timothy, 
 To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 
 2Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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 3We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and 
rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love 
all of you have for one another is increasing. 4Therefore, among God’s 
churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the 
persecutions and trials you are enduring. 
 5All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you 
will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are 
suffering. 
 11With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may 
make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to 
fruition your every desire for goodness and your every deed prompted 
by faith. 12We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 
glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation 1 Chronicles 29:14 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 
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Gospel & Sermon Text Luke 17:1–10  
With the apostles, we pray, “Lord, increase our faith,” then joyfully embrace the 
opportunities to serve that come along with that blessing. 
 1Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are 
bound to come, but woe to anyone through whom they come. 2It 
would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a millstone 
tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to 
stumble. 3So watch yourselves. 
  “If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they 
repent, forgive them. 4Even if they sin against you seven times in a day 
and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive 
them.” 
 5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 
 6He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can 
say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it 
will obey you. 
 7“Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the 
sheep. Will he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, 
‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare 
my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; 
after that you may eat and drink’? 9Will he thank the servant because 
he did what he was told to do? 10So you also, when you have done 
everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; 
we have only done our duty.’ ” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

I Know My Faith Is Founded CW 797 
 
Sermon Pastor Justin Shrum 
 
Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,        
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being  
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of  
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.      
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and  
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead         
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

The Sacrament 
 
Stand 

 

Preface CW 199 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or 
three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his 
flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love 
you made us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our 
salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 
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We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed 
himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death 
and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
  
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. 
Forgive our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and 
deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his 
eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God 
our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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Lamb of God CW 202 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: William Gokelman; David Kauffman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 
Be seated 

 

Distribution 
 

Glory Be to God the Father CW 608 
 

Jesus Comes Today with Healing CW 668 
 
Stand 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
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Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you 
sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him 
you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray 
that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your 
Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

From All That Dwell below the Skies CW 605 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

    Preacher: Justin Shrum  
    Presiding Minister: Matt Holtz 
    Accompanist: Dan Vogel/Elliot Feidt 
     
Service Teams: 
8:00 a.m.    Team Abitz; AV: K. Runkel 
10:30 a.m.   Team Blob; AV: C. Woehler 
6:00 p.m.       Team Woehler 
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In an age of anxiety we still believe 
that peace comes from Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe 
that Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for the sins of the world, bringing 
complete pardon and joy to all 
believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the sacraments 
of Holy Baptism and Holy 
Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

Whether you are a first time visitor 

or returning guest, we are delighted 

to share our worship with you.  

Please come back and worship with 

us again. 

 

Scan the QR code below for access 

to the Church Center App. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 

 
Admin Offices  920-733-9061 
 

Coordinating Pastor 
Matt Holtz 

970-576-1154 
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Associate Pastor 

Justin Shrum 
920-512-4318 

jshrum@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Visitation Pastor 
Philip Birner 
920-414-2040 

pmbirner@gmail.com 
 

School Principal  
Jason Kelley 
920-733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director  
Candace Schulz 

920-733-9061 
cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on WNAM 

radio, 1280 AM 
 

Videos of our service today can be found 
on our YouTube page or our website: 

www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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