______________Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost____

Our God is Inconceivably Gracious

Oct. 4th & 5th, 2020

As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture
believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.

Welcome!






Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the
front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents.
An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance.
The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The
area is equipped with closed circuit TV.
Hearing assistance devices are also available from the ushers.
Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices.

Those wishing to attend Holy Communion:
Lutherans understand Holy Communion as, among other things, a
statement of agreement with the church’s teachings. For this reason, you
will not want to commune with us until you have had a chance to compare
your beliefs with our church’s. Please speak to our pastor about this before
receiving communion with us.

If you choose to take a hard-copy bulletin:
please either take it with you or dispose of it after the service. They will not
be re-used. Thank you!
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Pentecost 18

Oct. 4th & 5th, 2020

Christianity Builds on a Foundation that Won’t Fall
God’s mind is far above our minds. What we think is right and fair, may not be. Today, we
humble ourselves before the mind of God who may not seem right and fair to us, but is
always gracious.

HYMN

Salvation unto Us Has Come – CW 390 v. 1-4

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with
humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our
sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I
have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I
deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me a sinner.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is
worthy of praise.
C: ♬ (page 28) O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name
in all the earth.
Almighty God, merciful Father,
you crown our life with your love.
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;
you make us pure and holy in your sight.
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all.
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father,
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you came to live with us, you made your Father known;
you washed us from our sins in your own blood.
You are the King of Glory; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one
standing idle. Help us to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve
you in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: ♬ Amen.
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 55:6-9
God’s thoughts are higher than ours

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let
the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let
them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God,
for he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. 9 “As the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.
Psalm 27

PSALM OF THE DAY

We put our confidence in God
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Philippians 1:18b-27

SECOND LESSON

Paul’s attitude toward service

The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or
true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will
continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s
provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn
out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way
be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ
will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to
live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this
will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I
am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is
better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.
25
Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all
of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being
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with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of
me. 27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the
gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about
you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit,
striving together as one for the faith of the gospel
GRADE 2 SINGS

My Lighthouse

In my wrestling and in my doubts In my failures You won't walk out
Your great love will lead me through You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea In the silence, You won't let go
In the questions, Your truth will hold Your great love will lead me through
You are the peace in my troubled sea You are the peace in my troubled sea
Refrain: My lighthouse, my lighthouse Shining in the darkness. I will follow You
My lighthouse, my lighthouse I will trust the promise
You will carry me safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh)
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) Safe to shore
I won't fear what tomorrow brings With each morning I'll rise and sing
My God's love will lead me through You are the peace in my troubled sea
You are the peace in my troubled sea (Refrain)
Fire before us, You're the brightest You will lead us through the storms (Repeat x3)
Refrain

GOSPEL LESSON & SERMON TEXT

Matthew 20:1-16
The workers in the vineyard

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a
denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 3 “About nine in the
morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing
nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will
pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. “He went out again about
noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About
five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around.
He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing
nothing?’ 7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to
them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 8 “When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay
them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the
first.’ 9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and
each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first,
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they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a
denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the
landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they
said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden
of the work and the heat of the day.’ 13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I
am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a
denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired
last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want
with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 “So
the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
C: ♬ Praise be to you, O Christ.
HYMN OF THE DAY

By Grace I’m Saved – CW 384

SERMON

Pastor Kenneth Frey
God’s not fair

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
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is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
OFFERING
INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS (10:30 service)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
Today we offer individual cup distribution of the Lord’s Supper. For those unable
to drink alcohol, there is white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are also available. Please
speak to a pastor if you need either one.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: ♬ And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: ♬ We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: ♬ It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to
testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we are
weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the
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throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for
ever and ever.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (page 34)
C: ♬ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts,
The whole earth is full of your glory.
You are my God, and I will exalt you.
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts,
The whole earth is full of your glory.
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: ♬ Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us your peace. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

O Lord, We Praise You – CW 317

PRAYER AND BLESSING
P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have
praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which
have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and
that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of
your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: ♬ Amen.
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P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C: ♬ Amen. Amen. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

Salvation unto Us Has Come – CW 390 v. 5 & 6
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Worship Notes
Presiding Minister:
Organist:
Service Teams:
8:00 a.m.

9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Altar Guild:

Matthew Holtz
Philip Machkovech

D. Paulson (Head Usher), J. Cherney, J. Immel, E.
Dvorak, M. Schlueter, K./S./M. Paulson, M./K./C.
Runkel, P. Cherney
J. Bork, D. Falck, C. Woehler
B. Holz (Head Usher), J./M. Holz, T. Abitz, B.
Casey, A. Malueg, G. Fredericks, M. Fay
P. Abitz (Head Usher), J. Volhard, D. & V.
Sheldon, J. & S. Dunsirn, P. Tiedt
J. Bork, J. Tiedt, P. Tiedt
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In an age of anxiety we still
believe that peace comes from Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.
In an age of confusion we still
believe that the Bible is the word of
God, inerrant and infallible.
In an age of doubt we still believe
that Jesus was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin
Mary.

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church
302 N. Morrison St.
Appleton, WI 54911
Church Office
School Office
Child Care Center

733-9061
733-9061
733-9061

Senior Pastor Kenneth Frey
213-6919
kfrey@stpaulappletonwi.com

In an age of guilt we still believe
that Jesus died on the cross to pay
for the sins of the world, bringing
complete pardon and joy to all
believers.

Outreach and Family Ministry
Pastor Matthew Holtz
733-9061
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com

In an age of reason we still believe
that God is at work in the
sacraments of Holy Baptism and
Holy Communion.

Visitation Pastor Don Ninmer
725-0168
djninmer@new.rr.com

In an age of change we still believe
in one unchanging God: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.

School Principal Jason Kelley
733-9061
jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com

Whether you are a first time visitor
or returning guest, we are delighted
to share our worship with you.
Please come back and worship with
us again.

ECC Director Candace Schulz
733-9061
cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com

Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on
WNAM radio, 1280 AM
Videos of our service today can be
found on our Facebook page or our
website:

www.stpaulappletonwi.com
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