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As Christians united in common faith, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to nurture 

believers and bring the lost to faith in Jesus through God’s Holy Word and Sacraments.  

 

  

Welcome! 

 All worshipers are asked to complete the online Connection Card found on 

our website: www.stpaulappletonwi.com so we may have a record of your 

visit today. 

 Restrooms are in the church basement located just at the bottom of the 

front stairs. Changing tables are available to parents. 

 An elevator is available on the north side of the church entrance. 

 The basement is available to parents needing to quiet small children. The 

area is equipped with closed circuit TV. 

 Hearing assistance devices are also available from the ushers. 

 Out of respect for all who worship today, please silence all electronic devices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulappletonwi.com/
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Oct. 30th & 31st, 2022 

THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE 
We value freedom and strive to protect freedoms. But do we truly understand freedom? 

Freedom for many means doing what you want without control or coercion. Jesus helps 

us to understand true freedom: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 

Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (Gospel). Jesus says that 

you will never be free by living however you want. Take that attitude towards life and 

you'll be a slave. You'll only be free—spiritually, emotionally, eternally— “If you hold to 

my teaching” and therefore “know the truth.” A key principle Martin Luther established 

through the Reformation is sola scriptura, Scripture alone. Luther thought it was the 

answer to all of life’s fundamental questions. On what basis is a belief or practice 

justified of rejected? Scripture alone. Who or what is the final arbiter of truth? Scripture 

alone. Heirs of the Reformation still bind themselves to Scripture. Does restricting 

ourselves in this manner curtail freedom? Just the opposite is true. God’s divinely 

inspired truth brings freedom. It frees us from slavery to sinful delusions, the burden of 

guilt, and any earthly power. This week we see that when we willingly bind ourselves to 

truth, Jesus keeps his promise. The truth sets us free. 

 

SERVICE:   The Service – Setting One, p. 154  

 

O Lord, Take Pity Once You’ve Seen                        CW 865 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession CW 155 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways 

like lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and 

desired in our hearts.  We have offended you and sinned against 

your holy law.  We have done those things that we should not 

have done, and we have not done those things that we should 
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have done.  Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and 

restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for 

our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his 

resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on 

your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and 



 
 

6 

comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their 

enemies, and bestow on the church your saving peace; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34  
The old covenant of law could tell people how to act. It could not create the desire to 
freely do so. The new covenant of grace transforms people’s hearts, so they freely and 
joyfully follow God’s will.  
31“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new 
covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32It 
will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand  to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my 
covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33“This 
is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” 
declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on 
their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34No 
longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the 
LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and 
will remember their sins no more.” 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

God Is Our Refuge and Strength Psalm 46B 
(The soloist will sing the ‘Cantor’ line of the refrain, the congregation will respond.) 
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God is our ref- / uge and strength, 

    an ever-present help in / trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the / earth give way 

    and the mountains fall into the heart / of the sea, 

though its waters / roar and foam 

    and the mountains quake with their / surging.   Refrain 

  

There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- / y of God, 

    the holy place where the Most / High dwells. 

God is within her, she / will not fall; 

    God will help her at / break of day. 

Nations are in uproar, / kingdoms fall; 

    he lifts his voice, the / earth melts.   Refrain 

  

Come and see what the / LORD has done,  

    the desolations he has brought / on the earth. 

He makes wars cease to the ends / of the earth. 

    He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the / shields 

with fire. 

He says, “Be still, and know that / I am God; 

    I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted / in the earth.”   

Refrain 

Text: Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Tune: David M. Cherwien 
Setting: David M. Cherwien 
Text: Public domain 
Music: © 1988 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Second Reading Galatians 5:1-6  
St. Paul encourages us to stand firm in the freedom that we have in Christ.  
1It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do 

not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 2Mark my 

words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ 

will be of no value to you at all. 3Again I declare to every man who lets 

himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4You 

who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from 
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Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5For through the Spirit we 

eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6For in 

Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. 

The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation John 8:31,32 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Gospel & Sermon Text John 8:31-36  
The truth of the gospel sets us free. 
31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my 

teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, 

and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are 

Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How 

can you say that we shall be set free?” 34Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell 

you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35Now a slave has no 

permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36So if 

the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 
 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God CW 863 v. 1-2 

 
Children’s Message 
 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God CW 863 v. 3-4 

 
Sermon                                                           Pastor Kenneth Frey 

Sola Scriptura 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be seated 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering 
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Reformation Song (Soloist will sing v. 1) CW 877  
 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. 
May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being 
strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the 
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

The Church’s One Foundation                                     CW 855  
 
 

Acknowledgments 

Setting One from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of 
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 Worship Notes 
                                  Preacher: Kenneth Frey     

                   Presiding Minister:  Matthew Holtz  

                       Organist: Dan Vogel / Claire Rehberger 

                                    Soloists: Stacy Shrum / Todd Dvorak 

 

Service Team: 

   8:00 a.m. C. Woehler (Head Usher), T./T./D. Falck, A. 

Ziegler, D. Olson, M. Spaude, M. Fay; AV – G. 

Fredericks 

      10:30 a.m.  D. Paulson (Head Usher) K./M./S. Paulson, J./P. 

Cherney, E. Dvorak, M. Schlueter, M./K./C. 

Runkel; AV – P. Tiedt 

   6:00 p.m. R. Hoh (Head Usher), G. Petermann, B. 

Hopfensperger, M./C. Krueger, P. Luehring 

 

Greeters: 

8:00 a.m. G. & L. Zimmerman 

10:30 a.m. M. & T. Doule 

6:00 p.m. J. & P. Roekle 
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In an age of anxiety we still 
believe that peace comes from Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 
In an age of confusion we still 
believe that the Bible is the word of 
God, inerrant and infallible. 
 
In an age of doubt we still believe 
that Jesus was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin 
Mary. 
 
In an age of guilt we still believe 
that Jesus died on the cross to pay 
for the sins of the world, bringing 
complete pardon and joy to all 
believers. 
 
In an age of reason we still believe 
that God is at work in the 
sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion. 
 
In an age of change we still believe 
in one unchanging God: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

Whether you are a first time visitor 

or returning guest, we are delighted 

to share our worship with you.  

Please come back and worship with 

us again. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
302 N. Morrison St. 
Appleton, WI 54911 
 

Admin Offices  920-733-9061 
 

Coordinating Pastor Kenneth Frey 
920-213-6919 

kfrey@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Family Ministry  
Pastor Matthew Holtz 

920-733-9061 
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com 

 
Digital & Outreach  

Pastor Justin Shrum 
920-733-9061 

jshrum@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Visitation Pastor Don Ninmer 
920-725-0168 

djninmer@new.rr.com 
 

School Principal Jason Kelley 
920-733-9061 

jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

ECC Director Candace Schulz 
920-733-9061 

cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com 
 

Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on 
WNAM radio, 1280 AM 

 
Videos of our service today can be 

found on our Facebook page or our 
website: 

www.stpaulappletonwi.com 
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