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Christ THROUGH Us

The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod is celebrating its 175th anniversary in 2025
under the theme “Christ Through Us.” From one seminary in 1865, one world mission in
1893, and 800 congregations mostly in the Midwest as of 1965, we can now easily see
how Christ has worked through his good news of salvation in Word and sacraments to
move this body of believers to establish a Scripture-based ministerial education system,
world missions in 45 countries, and more than 1,200 congregations across the United
States. The “Christ Through Us” theme will also inform the work of WELS in a ten-year
detailed plan to proclaim our Savior’s love.

Service Setting 2, CW p. 172

In Christ Alone CW 510 sts. 1-3
Stand

In the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession W 173
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are
covered.

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways
like lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and
desired in our hearts. We have offended you and sinned against
your holy law. We have done those things that we should not
have done, and we have not done those things that we should
have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and
restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son,
Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for
our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his
resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy W 174
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

In Christ Alone CW 510 st. 4

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

God, our refuge and strength, have mercy on your church as we come
in prayer before you. Answer us not in judgment on our sins but in
peace and forgiveness; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Deuteronomy 6:1-9
The Lord speaks his Word to our children and grandchildren through us.

"These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God
directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing
the Jordan to possess, 2so that you, your children and their children
after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping
all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may
enjoy long life. 3Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go
well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with
milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, promised
you.

4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5Love the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength. °These commandments that I give you today are to be on
your hearts. 7Impress them on your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down
and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind
them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your
houses and on your gates.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds CW 758 sts. 1-3
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:18-21

God makes his appeal through us as ambassadors for Christ.

1BAll this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: ¥that God was reconciling
the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.
And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. *°We are
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.
2God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Gospel Acclamation CW 179
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Your words are my joy and my heart’s de - light.
Tune: © 1983, 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831

Gospel & Sermon Text Luke 5:1-11
Christ calls us and grants his blessings through us.

'One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the
people were crowding around him and listening to the word of God.
2He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who
were washing their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, the one
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then
he sat down and taught the people from the boat.

4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into
deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”

5Simon answered, “Master, we've worked hard all night and haven’t
caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”

*When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish
that their nets began to break. 7So they signaled their partners in the
other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats
so full that they began to sink.

8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go
away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9For he and all his
companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, *and
so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish
for people.” "So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and
followed him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



O Christ, Who Called the Twelve CW 716

Sermon Pastor Philip Birner

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated
Prayer of the Church

Offering



The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 183
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or
three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his
flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their
glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184
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san - na in the high - est!
Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people.
You created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you
saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and
became obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as
a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He
rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you.
He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and

glory.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to
remember his suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and
fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive
our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.



Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my 4 blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Jesus, Lamb of God W 186
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Tune: Marty Haugen
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Be seated

Distribution

The Church’s One Foundation CW 855
I Come, O Savior, to Your Table CW 670
Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet
you have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit,
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive
us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}~ give you peace.
Amen.

God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage CW 640

Acknowledgments

Setting Two from Christian Worship

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©
1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright
©1973, 1978, 1984, 201 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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WORSHIP NOTES
Preacher: Philip Birner
Presiding Minister: Matt Holtz
Accompanist: Stacey Kraus

Service Teams:

8:00 a.m. Team Abitz; AV: G. Fredericks
10:30 a.m. Team Blob; AV: To. Falck
6:00 p.m. Team Woehler
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Welcome

In an age of anxiety we still
believe that peace comes from Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.

In an age of confusion we still
believe that the Bible is the word of
God, inerrant and infallible.

In an age of doubt we still believe
that Jesus was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin
Mary.

In an age of guilt we still believe
that Jesus died on the cross to pay
for the sins of the world, bringing
complete pardon and joy to all
believers.

In an age of reason we still believe
that God is at work in the
sacraments of Holy Baptism and
Holy Communion.

In an age of change we still believe
in one unchanging God: Father, Son
and Holy Spirit.

Whether you are a first time visitor
or returning guest, we are delighted
to share our worship with you.
Please come back and worship with
us again.

Scan the QR code below for access
to the Church Center App.

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church
302 N. Morrison St.
Appleton, WI 54911

Admin Offices 920-733-9061

Coordinating Pastor
Matt Holtz
970-576-1154
mholtz@stpaulappletonwi.com

Associate Pastor
Justin Shrum
920-512-4318
jshrum@stpaulappletonwi.com

Visitation Pastor
Philip Birner
920-414-2040

pmbirner@gmail.com

School Principal
Jason Kelley
920-733-9061
jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com

ECC Director
Candace Schulz
920-733-9061
cschulz@stpaulappletonwi.com

Worship Broadcast at 8:00 on
WNAM radio, 1280 AM

Videos of our service today can be found
on our YouTube page or our website:
www.stpaulappletonwi.com
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