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First Sunday after Epiphany                                          Jan. 9th & 10th, 2022 

ANOINTING UNCOVERED: WHAT THE EYE SEES 

DIFFERS FROM WHAT GOD DECREES  
Our sight tends to be the sense we trust most. We say we will believe 

something when we see it. That presents a problem when it comes to 

the work of God. So often what our eye sees differs from what God 

decrees. This is true of the life of Jesus. In the eyes of the world, he was 

nothing special. This is also true in the life of the Christian. To 

the world, the believer does not look more blessed than the unbeliever. 

In fact, the believer may appear to have more hardships as the devil 

and his allies attempt to destroy him. So, to assure his children, God 

connects his grace, power, and blessing to something we can see—a 

visible sign: the anointing of baptism.  
 

 

SERVICE:   The Service – Setting One, p. 154  

374 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here CW 374 v. 1–3, 5 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 

in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned 

against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved 

you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I 

deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my 



Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.     

Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 

only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the 

sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 

his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 



Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you 

proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy 

Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as 

your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1–13 
To the eyes of the average Israelite, the young boy David was not the best choice to be 
king. Yet, he was God's choice, a man after God's heart. The Lord made his choice known 
through an anointing.  
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I 
have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on 
your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of 
his sons to be king.”  2But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears 
about it, he will kill me.”  The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and 
say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I 
indicate.”  4Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at 
Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They 
asked, “Do you come in peace?” 5Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have 
come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the 
sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited 
them to the sacrifice.  6When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and 
thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.” 
7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his 
height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in 
front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one 
either.” 9Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has 
the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse had seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11So 
he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the 
youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, 
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“Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 12So he sent for 
him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a 
fine appearance and handsome features. Then the LORD said, “Rise and 
anoint him; this is the one.” 13So Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the 
Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to 
Ramah. 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

2A You Are My Son Psalm 2A 

 

 
  

Why do the / nations rage? 

   Why do the peoples / plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble a- / 

gainst the LORD  

   and against his A- / nointed One.    Refrain 

  

He who sits in / heaven laughs;  

   the Lord / scoffs at them. 

Then he addresses them in his anger and frightens them with his fury, 

/ saying, 

   “I have set my King on Zion, my / holy hill.”    Refrain 

  

I will declare the / LORD’s decree:  

   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- / gotten you.” 



Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the / Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House Verse text, tr. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

Music: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 

 

Second Reading & Sermon Text Titus 3:4–7 
In the eyes of the world, baptism appears to be just a ceremonial washing. St. Paul tells 
us it is so much more. It is a second birth that bestows salvation and the Spirit.  
4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved 
us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might 
become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation CW 161 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703831 
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Gospel Luke 3:15–17,21,22 
In the eyes of the Israelites, John the Baptist looked like he could be the Messiah. He was 
a powerful preacher who lived a unique life. Jesus looked ordinary by comparison. Yet, 
he was God's Anointed One, a choice made clear in Jesus' baptism. 
15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their 
hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. 16John answered them all, 
“I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will 
come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his 
hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, 
but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 21When all the 
people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 

377 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord CW 377 

 
Sermon                                                           Pastor Kenneth Frey 

God Saved Us 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 



        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

  

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially 

for the gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your 

gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working 

through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in 

our lives. 

  

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and 

sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the 

world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents 

to train them in lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and 

in all godly walks of life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who 

make, administer, and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder 

evil. 

  



 
 

10 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, 

medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and 

care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, 

[especially . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition]. 

Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on 

those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served 

you, who now rest from their labors, [especially . . . here name the 

person]. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of 

heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose 

again. 

Amen. 

Offering 

679 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It CW 679 

 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. 
May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being 
strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the 
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 



lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 

685 Through Simple Water, Drawn and Poured CW 685 
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Worship Notes 
                                  Preacher: Kenneth Frey     

                   Presiding Minister:  Matthew Holtz 

                       Organist: Claire Rehberger 

 

Service Team: 

   8:00 a.m. R. Hoh (Head Usher), G. Petermann, B. 

Hopfensperger, M./C. Krueger, T. Luehring, P. 

Luehring 

      10:30 a.m.  D. Paulson (Head Usher), K./M./S. Paulson, J. & P. 

Cherney, J. Immel, E. Dvorak, M. Schlueter, 

M./K./C. Runkel 

   6:00 p.m. C. Waack (Head Usher), J. Ings, C. Feidt, P. 

Rooyakkers, J. Kaepernick, G. Fredericks 

 

Greeters: 

8:00 a.m. J. & S. Gossens 

10:30 a.m. D. & M. Olson 

6:00 p.m. W. & P. Volkman 

 


