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O Christmas Tree… 

 
When it comes to your Christmas tree, 

what traditions do you practice? For 

some, they go to the attic, unpack the 

box, match the color-coded branches to 

the base, and then begin the decorating 

process. For others, they drive down to 

their local grocery store, find the 

greenest pre-cut tree that has been left in 

the cold, and drive it home to dress it. 

Then, there are some who Google their 

closest tree farm, walk up and down the 

rows of furs and spruces, find the fullest 

and height appropriate one for their 

living room, and then cut it down as the 

focal point of their living space.  

 

Everyone has their own preference 

and tradition, but where does it come 

from, and why do we do it? The oldest 

written record traces the tradition of 

decorating a Christmas tree to 1510 in 

RÏga, Latvia. The townsfolk would 

decorate a tree with figs, nuts, and other 

dried fruit, they would then dance around 

it in the market place, and when finished 

they would light it on fire. Obviously, 

something that we would never do now.  

 

Yet, the tradition of bringing the tree 

inside actually dates back to 16th century 

Germany. A former monk went out into 

the woods near his home to commune 

with God by admiring his creation, when 

he looked upon a tree, and he saw it! He 

saw the light of the moon illuminate the 

tree, and he then decided to cut it down 

and bring it into his home for his wife and 

children to enjoy. That former monk is 

the namesake attached to your church 

home.  

 

Martin Luther is not a stranger to the 

radical – nailing a list of objections 

against church teachings to a door, 

writing a German Bible, leading a 

restorative movement, and marrying a 

former nun to prove a point that 

eventually grew in to love. Now, it was a 

tree brought into his home. Luther 

decorated the tree with food items and 

candles so that the light would be placed 

upon a tree to symbolize the light of the 

world who hung on a tree for us.  

 

Friends, this Christmas, as you look at 

the lights and the ornaments, and the 

tree, think about your Savior whose light 

came to into this world to rescue us from 

darkness, and to transform us from 

darkness to light. Have a Merry Christmas 

and a blessed New Year! 

 

Pastor J 
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Worship Schedule 
Sunday services: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; Monday 

evenings: 6:00 p.m. Our 8am Sunday services are on 

facebook live and can also be heard on WNAM 1280 AM.  

NEW WORSHIP THEMES - JESUS APPEARS: 

The Gospels tell only a little about Jesus’ life as 

an infant. Then, St. Luke briefly discusses the 

desire of the boy Jesus to be in the temple. 

Then, Scripture falls silent, telling us nothing 

about almost two decades of Jesus’ life. For 

most of Jesus' adult life, he lived quietly in Galilee, 

practicing the carpentry he had learned from his adoptive 

father, Joseph. Jesus had no followers. Jesus was not 

famous. But at the exact time God the Father had 

appointed, Jesus left that obscurity behind. The word 

epiphany means “appearance.” In the Season of Epiphany, 

we watch Jesus begin his public ministry. Jesus makes his 

first appearances. And in those appearances, it quickly 

becomes clear that this is more than a random carpenter’s 

son. As Jesus appears, we see exactly who he is and what 

he came to do. 

THE SAVIOR’S SERMON: The Greek word 

epiphany means “appearance.” In the first half 

of this church season called Epiphany, we saw 

Jesus appear on the scene, beginning his 

ministry. He calls his disciples. It is not long 

before large crowds start following Jesus around Galilee. 

So, in the second half of this season Jesus is going to teach 

us what it means to be one of his followers. Jesus does 

this through the most famous sermon of all time. It is not 

delivered while standing in a pulpit but while sitting on a 

hill. Elevated above the crowd, Jesus’ voice would carry 

through the air. His followers hung on his every word as 

the Christ talked about living an authentic Christian life. It 

is called the Sermon on the Mount. 

1/1    A Savior Born to be the True Son 

1/8, 1/9  Jesus Appears as the Anointed One 

1/15, 1/16 Jesus Appears as the Lamb of God 

1/22, 1/23 Jesus Appears as the Light in the 

Darkness 

1/29, 1/30 Trust in God’s Strength 

 

Official Acts 
Profession of Faith: 

Steve & Sharon Pope 
 

Financials through Nov. 30th, 2022    
                   Nov.         YTD  

Income    $ 303,526         $  1,116,244 

Expense  $ 215,627         $  1,117,772 

Behind / Ahead             $ +87,899 $       -1,528 

All bills are paid; all obligations are met. 

 

School News 
Mission Statement:  
Using God’s Word as our guide, St. Paul Lutheran School will raise up 

future generations of Christians in our community by assisting parents in 

the Christian teaching of their children and by striving for excellence in all 

areas of instruction. 

Call News: Mrs. Dina Dietzler, our 3rd grade teacher, 

received a call to teach grades 1&2 at Zion Lutheran 

School in Rhinelander, WI.  Please keep her in your prayers 

as she deliberates this call and the one she currently has 

at St. Paul.  Please reach out to her via 

email, ddietzler@stpaulappletonwi.com, or in person with 

your thoughts and words of encouragement.   

Student Teachers: St. Paul will be hosting two student 

teachers from Martin Luther College January 16 through 

March 24. Miss Alyssa Bergemann will be conducting her 

teaching practicum in 2nd grade with Mrs. Kelley. Mr. Jace 

Fellers will be conducting his teaching practicum in 8th 

grade with Mr. Rehberger. Please welcome them to the St. 

Paul Family as they conduct their practicum experience 

among us after the Christmas break. 

St. Paul Night at FVL: Tuesday January 10th is St. Paul 

night at Fox Valley Lutheran High School. The Foxes boys’ 

basketball teams take on the Little Chute Mustangs. JV2 

starts in the small gym at 5:40pm, JV1 plays in the large 

gym at 5:45pm, followed by varsity at 7pm. The Pep Band 

and Cheer Team will also be performing during the varsity 

game. FREE tickets for the games are available in the 

office. Pick yours up today! 
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LWMS 
Please mark your 2023 calendars for Saturday, 

April 22nd. St. Paul is happy to be hosting the LWMS 

Spring Circuit Rally. This will involve approximately 175 

women from 30 congregations in our Paperland Circuit 

meeting at our church for a morning of fellowship. LWMS 

Rallies focus on sharing information concerning 

missionaries here and abroad, and how women are 

supporting these missions, specifically in our little corner 

of the US. We would like your assistance that day if 

possible, and invite you to join us to learn more about 

LWMS and missions. Look for more information in the 

coming months. Talk to Connie Frey if you have any 

questions or would like to help.  

The theme for the LWMS prayer calendar in 2023 

is ‘Music in Ministry’.  

Pastors in home missions, missionaries in foreign 

fields, worship directors and musicians throughout the 

world tell of God’s blessings as choirs and instrumentalists 

reach out to their congregations and communities 

through God’s Word set to music.  

Each month, we will include a letter from one of 

these worship leaders. We pray that their stories are a 

blessing to you! 

“The Lord will write in the register of the peoples: 

‘This one was born in Zion.’ As they make music they will 

sing, ‘All my fountains are in you’. Psalm 87:6-7 

A message from Pastor Joel Sutton, One Latin 

America Team: 

Does it matter where you are born? What if you 

and I were born in Latin America? I’d have better rhythm 

and dance moves, for sure. But the reality is that if you and 

I were born in Latin America, we would probably be 

Roman Catholic. Most of the world’s 500 million native 

Spanish speakers were born into Catholic families. 

Academia Cristo uses everyday technology and 

means of communication to get God’s Word into people’s 

hands, heads, hearts, homes, and communities. Many are 

gathering into groups. Some are already gathering as a 

church. Brothers and sisters are banding together, even 

across borders, to support each other in carrying out the 

mission of Jesus Christ.  

Why? All the fountains of God’s grace were 

flowing near Zion just outside Jerusalem where the Savior 

gave his blood. And the fountains of Jesus’ love are still 

flowing through the gospel and through the mission work 

that WELS supports in Latin America. That’s a good reason 

to make music and sing. ‘Born in Zion,” just like you. 

Pastor Joel Sutton – 

One Latin America Team 

 

 

 

Debt Retirement Gift Match Update 
We are excited to offer a ‘Gift Match’ opportunity for the 

St. Paul Renovation Debt. This debt is approximately 

$200,000 and the gift match is for up to $20,000. Please 

consider this opportunity over the Christmas season. The 

goal is to raise $20,000 by December 31st. The amount 

matched to date is $10,850. Please note ‘Debt 

Retirement Gift Match’ on your check or envelope if you 

would like to direct funds to this account. 

 

New Wednesday Night Bible Study  

Join us for a New Book and Bible Class Discussion starting 

Wednesday, January 4th, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. in the Church 

Basement. This 6-session Wednesday Bible Class will base 

its study on the book, ECHO by Pastor Jonathan Fisk. This 

study of ECHO will teach you nothing less than the 

distilled, unbreakable Christian Echo, the very thing which 

has radically changed humanity in every nation and 

tongue that it has ever been repeated. It is the most 

astoundingly complete description of what life is and why 

it is worth living. And it’s worth repeating. Again. While it 

is not necessary to order a book in order to participate in 

the class, if you would like to order a book, please email 

the church office at office@stpaulappletonwi.com or call 

the church office at 920-733-9061. The cost is $15. The 

deadline for orders is December 25. Please drop off a 

check in the church office (Mon-Fri from 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.) 

or mail a check to: St. Paul Lutheran Ministries 

    225 E. Harris St.  

    Appleton, WI 54911 

 

What’s New with Women’s Ministry? 
At our December meeting we discussed - -  

 The Dec bake sale held in coordination with Kid’s Only 

event. We sold $318 in baked goods.   

 Our Fall Festival report is complete and we had a net 

income of $2,266.87. Our proceeds were going to the 

church bells project. However, that project has been 

fully funded.  Women’s Ministry (WM) voted to 

contribute a total of $3,000 to the debt retirement 

(matching funds) project.   

 Sunshine cookie distribution went very well. Thank you 

to everyone who helped. 

 WM voted that all proceeds from our various 2023 

projects will go toward the church technology 

improvement project. This project involves the sound 

system, radio broadcasts and visual improvements for 

events taking place in church.   

 Soup sale is January 22 with all proceeds going to the 

church technology improvements. WM voted to 

increase our soup price to $8 per quart for the first time 

since we started the Soup sale. Please take time to make 

your favorite soup and/or attend our sale. 

mailto:office@stpaulappletonwi.com
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 Because we don’t have a regular meeting in January, we 

discussed and approved our February Valentine mailing 

to the St. Paul college kids living away from home. A 

free-will offering will be taken at the back of church to 

help supplement the cost of this mailing. We send each 

student $20 Subway gift card along with a letter from 

the pastor and Valentine cards made by the school kids.   

 Ash Wednesday is February 22. WM voted to prepare 

the Lenten meal for Ash Wednesday and will prepare a 

second meal on another date, if needed. 

 Our Winter Gathering (Christmas party) will be held at 

Mark’s East Side on January 10, 6:00. We would love for 

you to join us. Please contact Marilyn McCarthy (920 

428-2251) or Betty Techlin (920 810-1964) for more 

information on meal choices and cost by January 5.   

Our next regular meeting will be Tuesday, February 14.  

We meet in the church basement starting at 6:30. All 

women of the congregation are invited to join us and get 

a flavor of how we try to benefit our church and schools. 

 

Women’s Ministry Winter Dinner 
The annual Winter Dinner will be held on Tuesday, January 

10th at Mark’s East Side restaurant, 5:00 pm social time, 

5:30 dinner orders, 6:00 pm dinner. This event sponsored 

by Women’s Ministry is open to all members of our 

congregation. 

Menu presented 3 choices, $27.00 each including tax and 

tip: 

 Chicken Parmesan, includes marinara and parmesan 

cheese over pasta with a side vegetable 

 Haddock, broiled or batter fried, includes a baked 

potato and a side vegetable 

 Tenderloin Tips, includes sautéed mushrooms and 

onions in a gravy served with spaetzels, red cabbage 

and vegetables 

All entrees include a mixed greens garden salad and 

choice of beverage, coffee, tea or milk. 

Payment for the dinner is due at the time of the dinner. 

Checks should be made payable to Mark’s East Side. To 

make dinner reservations for you and your guest, please 

contact Betty Techlin by January 9th (920-810-1964 or 

email bettycarl6810@att.net). 

Women’s Ministry Soup Sale Jan. 22nd  
It’s time to pull out your soup pots and favorite 

soup recipes to help make the 2023 sale a SOUPer 

success. Containers and labels will be available in the back 

of church beginning January 8. Please take the number of 

containers you will be using, fill them with your delicious 

soup, and return the filled containers to the school kitchen 

on Saturday morning, January 21 between 9 am and noon. 

In case you are not able to get there during that time, you 

may bring them to the school kitchen on Sunday morning 

before church. 

Soup will be sold for $8 per quart on Sunday, 

January 22 beginning after each service until noon or until 

we are sold out.  But don’t dawdle.  We sold out very 

quickly last year with almost no selections left by the end 

of the 10:30 church service.  If any soup happens to be 

left, it will be offered for sale after the Monday night 

service 

 

Sunshine Cookies  
Thank you to everyone who helped with our Sunshine 

Cookie distribution. This is a fun activity and It doesn’t get 

done without many people pitching in to help. We thank 

the bakers, the tin preparers and those who helped with 

delivery. Have a Blessed Christmas! 

 

‘Kids’ Only’ THANKS!  
We’d like to extend a great big thank you to all of our 

volunteers and everyone who donated gifts or gift bags, 

etc. to make the Kids Only event successful this year! 

Thank you to Damian Maschka and Festival Foods for the 

paper bag donation – these were used for shopping and 

carrying gifts. 

Over 800 gifts were purchased and wrapped! We were 

able to purchase wish list items for the ECC 4K room: 2 

wooden train sets, a set of train tracks and a tracing light. 

We were also able to donate over $700 to the St. Paul 

School theater fund. Thank you to the Women’s Ministry 

for providing families with baked goods and drinks while 

children shopped.  

As we look towards next year’s Kids Only event, we will be 

in need of more gifts and supplies. Please think of us when 

you are doing after Christmas clearance shopping! Our 

supply of tissue paper and gift bags is dwindling. The 

most frequently used bags range from size extra small to 

medium. We are in need of brand new gifts for babies, 

tweens and teens, both boys and girls. We usually have a 

shortage of gifts for Dad or Grandpa. Clothing is avoided 

since children cannot judge sizes. Donations throughout 

the year can be put in the Kids Only box in the church 

basement or brought to the school/ECC offices. 

Thank you again to everyone for helping on Friday night 

and Saturday. It was greatly appreciated. Any questions, 

feel free to contact Jackie Sievert (920)851-9436 or Sheryl 

Wert (920)858-6553. 
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ECC Update 
The ECC wants to sincerely and humbly thank all 

of you who remembered us with thoughts, prayers, and 

gifts. Thank you for supporting the Women's Ministry 

collection of essential products, for purchasing items off 

the wish tree, and for your donations and monetary gifts 

throughout the year. The ECC is very blessed to be so 

supported by all of you. We wish you all a very Blessed 

Christmas season! 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church and 

School Project Wish List 

1. Small Playground Improvements           $24,500 

2. Church Bells              $20,000 

3. School Bathroom Remodel            ? 

4. Refinish Pews             $40,000 

5. Loan Payoff             $246,000 

Any donations (large or small) given toward these 

items is greatly appreciated. Some of these items/projects 

have been purchased/completed and we are looking for 

members to help in covering any part of the costs 

involved. For a closer look at these items as well as giving 

options, including ‘Easy Tithe’, please follow this link: Wish 

List Giving.    

 

FVL News 
Do you enjoy baking? Consider making and donating 

homemade desserts (pies, cakes, tortes, candy) for 

Musicfest on February 5 Musicfest. Event proceeds benefit 

the FVL Music Program. Go to fvlhs.org/musicfest for 

details and to sign up.  

FVL grads who were a part of the band program, please 

consider joining us for a special alumni band performance 

at Musicfest on Sunday, 2/5. Details and registration are 

at fvlhs.org/musicfest and registration deadline is 1/10.  

Registration is open for boys in grades 7-8 for baseball 

(registration closes 12/31). Go to fvlhs.org/youth-

sports for details and to register.  

FVL is accepting applications for a part-time Custodian, 

a Guidance Assistant, and 1 maternity-leave substitute 

teacher. Go to fvlhs.org/about/employment for details.  

Information for the 2023 season for Lutheran Vanguard 

of Wisconsin (LVW), a WELS high school marching band, 

has been posted to its website. The season will begin with 

a rehearsal camp on Jan. 7-8 to be held at FVL. LVW is 

open to all WELS members in grades 8-12. The summer 

schedule, cost, registration procedures, and more can be 

found on the JOIN page. Go to lutheranvanguard.org or 

contact the LVW Executive Director James Neujahr 

at jneujahr@fvlhs.org.   

Transfer students can enroll for Semester 2 at FVL. 

Contact the Admissions Office at admissions@fvlhs.org or 

920-560-5105 for details.  

Whether retirement is less than 5 years or more than 25 

years from today, you have this special opportunity to 

hear from experts and get questions answered. Join us 

for the Retirement Planning seminar at FVL on 

Thursday, 1/19 at 6 PM. Go to fvlhs.org/seminar to 

register and get information. 
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