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One of the joys of having a new hymnal is becoming 

acquainted with new hymns.  Our new hymnal has many 

hymns that are new to us. I am confident that, in time, 

some of them will become favorites to many of us.  I have 

been excited to see that there are many more hymns in 

this hymnal from Paul Gerhardt. 

Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676) is one of the greatest 

hymn writers of the Lutheran church.  His life was filled 

with many tragedies, but through these difficult times his 

faith showed in his hymns.  His hymns are filled with 

Scripture truth, are Christ-centered and beautifully teach 

the gospel. 

Since he lived in the 17th Century, we can’t call his 

hymns new, but many of them have been rediscovered 

and are new to us.  One of those hymns is the Christmas 

hymn, “I Stand Beside Your Manger Here” (CW 334), 

translated by the hymnal Project Director, Rev. Michal 

Schultz. 

It carries us back to walk with the shepherds to the 

manger in Bethlehem. 

I stand beside your manger here, 

O Jesus, life from heaven. 

The gifts I bring as I draw near 

are what to me you’ve given: 

My spirit, courage, mind, and heart –  

take all I am, take ev’ry part; 

in mercy let it please you.   

All that we are and have is a gift of God’s grace.  

Gerhardt would have us stand by the manger and worship 

Jesus with the gift of ourselves – all we are and have. 

He ties this to God’s choice in eternity, as Paul taught 

it in his letter to the Ephesians.  “Praise be to the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  For 

he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be 

holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us 

for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in 

accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of 

his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One 

he loves.” (Ephesians 1:3-6) 

Before I ever came to be, 

or know of you, my Savior, 

you’d chosen me, been born for me, 

 

 

 

that I might have your favor. 

Before you formed me by your hand 

In grace you had already planned 

How I would learn to love you.   

Grace chose us before the creation of the world.  

Grace formed us.  Grace planned how we could come to 

faith in our Savior, Jesus.   

Our response to such wonderful grace is to offer 

ourselves as living sacrifices in worship to God.  The 

Apostle Paul urged, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and 

sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true 

and proper worship.” (Romans 12:1) 

Gerhardt teaches the truth of our total depravity and 

inability to save ourselves.  Our only hope was the 

sunshine of God’s love beaming down on us in the Christ-

child. 

Death held me in the deepest night 

till you, my sunshine beaming, 

brought joy and bliss and life and light, 

in love my soul redeeming. 

O Sun, your rays so warm and fair 

have made my darkness disappear – 

faith’s precious life is shining. 

What a beautiful description of the difference faith 

makes in a person’s life!  We no longer live in deepest 

night with no purpose or hope in life.  Through the gift of 

Jesus, God has warmed our hearts with the light of life.   

Finally, Gerhardt’s prayer is that Jesus would take up 

residence in our hearts by faith. 

One thing I hope; my Savior, hear; 

bestow on me this blessing, 

that I may ever hold you near, 

you as my own possessing. 

So let my heart your manger be; 

come, holy child, lie down in me 

with all your joyful treasures. 

May God’s Word in our worship services strengthen 

our love for God and his great gifts to us.  And may our 

joy increase through all the Christmas hymns, both new 

and old. 

-- Pastor Kenneth Frey 

302 N. Morrison St.  Appleton, WI 54911                                                                                          January 2022 
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Worship Schedule 
Sunday services: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Monday evenings: 6:00 p.m. 

Our 8am Sunday services are on facebook live and can 

also be heard on WNAM 1280 AM.  

SERIES THEME: UNCOVERED  

We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a 

Greek word that means "to appear." Salvation has 

appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the 

Church explores everything that Christ makes apparent 

about God. You see, we need God to appear to us and 

make himself known to us. For not only is God beyond our 

understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to 

mankind's natural assumptions about him. In other words, 

the truth about God cannot possibly be discovered by us. 

Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. That's what the 

Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week 

after week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life 

in his kingdom will be uncovered.  

Jan. 2-3       What Child is This: He Turns Slaves into Sons 

Jan. 9-10     Anointing Uncovered: What the Eye Sees  

      Differs from What God Decrees 

Jan. 16-17   Delight Uncovered: God Delivers More Than  

                    We Ask, Not Less 

Jan. 23-24   Reception Uncovered: Rejection is not the                 

                    Exception but the Rule 

Jan. 30-31    Agenda Uncovered: What must be Said, Not 

What Others want to Hear 

 

Official Acts 
Forever with the Lord: 

David Clausen departed this life on November 23rd, 2021 

at the age of 78 years, 11 months, and 21 days. 

Donald Ahrens departed this life on November 28th, 2021 

at the age of 73 years, 5 months, and 14 days. 

Michael Juzenas departed this life on December 10th, 2021 

at the age of 68 years, 5 months, and 6 days. 
 

Baptized: 

Finley Lou McNamara, daughter of Keegan & Ericka 

McNamara 
 

Marriages: 

Phillip Luehring and Nicholl Green on December 10th, 

2021 
 

Adult Confirmation/Baptism: 

Julie Tauber 
 

Transfer Out:   

Ryan & Nicole Zimmerman and children  
 

Financials through Nov. 30th  
                   Nov.  July – Nov.  

Income    $ 252,244         $ 1,012,828  

Expense  $ 185,316         $    964,830 

Behind / Ahead             $   66,928         $      47,998 

All bills are paid; all obligations are met. 

 

School News 
Mission Statement:  
Using God’s Word as our guide, St. Paul Lutheran School will raise up 

future generations of Christians in our community by assisting parents in 

the Christian teaching of their children and by striving for excellence in all 

areas of instruction. 

Divine Call News: Mr. Paul Hoffman returned his 

call to Illinois Lutheran in Crete, Illinois.  This means that 

Mr. Hoffman will remain in his calling at St. Paul.  We 

thank God for this decision and pray that the Lord would 

fill the teacher needs at Illinois Lutheran. 

Mrs. Linda Baumann has accepted our call to 

serve as Director of Instruction for Fox Valley Lutheran 

Schools.  She will begin this position for our FVL Schools 

in July.  Please keep Trinity Lutheran School in Janera, OH 

in your prayers as they begin to fill this teacher position 

at their school. 

Mr. Kelley has received a divine call to serve as 

principal at Mount Calvary Lutheran School in Waukesha, 

WI.  Please keep him and his family in your prayers as he 

deliberates these two calls - to St. Paul and Mount 

Calvary.  You may talk to him in person or contact him 

at jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com to offer your 

encouragement during this time period. 

Mrs. Kelley has received a divine call to serve as 

7th grade teacher at Mount Calvary Lutheran School in 

Waukesha, WI.  Please keep her and her family in your 

prayers as she deliberates these two calls - to St. Paul and 

Mount Calvary.  You may talk to her in person or contact 

her at akelley@stpaulappletonwi.com to offer your 

encouragement during this time period. 

You’re Invited! All of the St. Paul Athletics 

games, meets, and matches are posted on the online 

Athletic Calendar. Join us to cheer on your Falcons! 
 

mailto:jkelley@stpaulappletonwi.com
mailto:akelley@stpaulappletonwi.com
http://www.stpaulappletonwi.com/calendars-events/school-athletics-calendar
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LWMS 
 All the mission reports for 2022 have the theme, 

‘Freedom in Christ’, based on John 8:32, ‘Then you will 

know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’ 

 Each month a Home or World Missionary or 

Missionary wife, tells how God is blessing people through 

His Word. Each article concludes with a comforting Bible 

passage. 

 A message from Dan Simons, Ascension in 

Macomb, MI: 

 Our church’s roots go back to 1919, when 

Ascension began as an exploratory mission in Detroit. 

Over the next few decades the area became more 

industrial, and the lack of housing development provided 

little opportunity for outreach and growth. 

 The congregation relocated and built a new 

church in Roseville in the 1970’s. But, once again, 

community development resulted in reduced opportunity 

for outreach. So, in 2006 they sold the building and 

restarted as a mission congregation. Eventually, land for a 

future church was purchased in a rapidly growing 

Macomb Township. 

 In 2014, Ascension’s building committee became 

aware of a 10,000-square foot church on 11 acres, which 

was for sale just two miles from the land it had purchased. 

The committee considered this a preferable alternative to 

constructing something new on the vacant site. So they 

purchased it with funds from a generous bequest and 

assistance from the Church Extension Fund. Over the next 

months, renovations were completed. Our current 

building was dedicated to God’s glory and the 

proclamation of his Word in June 2015. Not only is 

Ascension’s membership growing, so is its ministry to the 

community. We have prepared preschool rooms and 

called a preschool director. 

 Our history has taught us that our church building 

is not a destination at which we have arrived. Rather, it is 

a wonderful tool that God has given us: a place in which 

to gather together to worship the living God and grow in 

faith through Word and Sacrament. May God always keep 

us clearly focused on the extraordinary mission he has 

given us! 

 ‘Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do 

not be discouraged for the Lord your God will be with you 

wherever you go.’ 

Dan Simons, Ascension in Macomb, MI 

 

Sunshine Cookies – Thank you! 

 Thank you to everyone who helped with our 

Sunshine Cookie distribution.   Those of us who prepare 

the cookie tins are always impressed by the beautiful 

cookies and the number of cookies we receive.  Thank you 

to the bakers, the plate preparers and those who helped 

with delivery.   Your help is truly appreciated.  Have a 

Blessed Christmas! 

 

Soup Sale -  Save the Date! 
 Women’s Ministry Soup Sale is coming Sunday, 

January 30. Can't you almost smell that delicious 

soup?!! Mark your calendars for that weekend. You are 

invited to prepare and donate soup and/or come to our 

sale on January 30 after church services. More information 

will be shared in the Church News as we get closer.  

 

ECC Update 
Greetings from the Infant 1 Room! 

Our group of precious little lambs (2-8 months 

old) is busy growing, developing and learning their world 

around them. We feel very blessed with the addition of 

new space and another infant room this year to be able to 

welcome even more families and children.    

Every day is a new adventure at this age. We 

currently have some new crawlers! Exploring the whole 

room is so exciting. Others are trying new foods or 

learning to sit up on their own for the first time or to roll 

over. All of our babies really enjoy singing. Some of our 

favorites to share are “Jesus Loves Me” and lately, some 

Christmas songs and hymns. We have also been busy 

making a gift for our Mommies and Daddies with our foot 

prints. We made “Mistletoes”!   

We are so fortunate to be a part of many of these 

early milestones before they move on to the next room. 

The smiles they share with us daily make any tough days 

easier.  One of my favorite blessings of this room is that 

we are usually the first to begin the bond these families 

form with our ECC. Being a part of a child’s first year is a 

wonderful gift! 

Thank you for your support & God’s blessings,  

Ms. Laura  

Infant 1 Lead & Assistant Director  

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church and 

School Project Wish List 

1. Push Bars for Door             $2,500 

2. Organ Refurbish/MIDI Input            $34,000 

3. Refinish Pews              $40,000  

4. Classroom Doors              $29,000 

Any donations (large or small) given toward these 

items is greatly appreciated. Some of these items/projects 

have been purchased/completed and we are looking for 

members to help in covering any part of the costs 

involved. For a closer look at these items as well as giving 

options, including ‘Easy Tithe’, please follow this link: Wish 

List Giving.    

We’ve been blessed to receive donations to fully 

fund the items shown below, totaling $481,114.  They 

http://www.stpaulappletonwi.com/giving/e-giving
http://www.stpaulappletonwi.com/giving/e-giving
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have been removed from the active Wish List and will be 

completed as soon as possible. 

1. Hymnals  

2. ECC Loan  

3. Security Cameras  

4.  ECC & School Construction Project 

5. Vex Robotic Program    

6. Baby Grand Piano 

7. Stem Lab                               

Thank you to everyone for your generous donations 

toward these items! 

 

FVL News 
Interested families can enroll for Semester 2 at FVL. 

Contact the Admissions Office at admissions@fvlhs.org or 

920-560-5105 for details. 

Estate Planning Seminar: You prepare for the future but 

haven't had an opportunity to look into 

establishing/updating your estate plan or to investigate 

new tax laws. How will these impact you and those you 

love in the coming years? As a service to Federation 

members, the FVL Mission Advancement Office has 

scheduled a free informational seminar. Join us at FVL 

on Wed., 1/12/22 to hear options from a financial planner 

and an attorney. Event begins at 6 PM. Go 

to fvlhs.org/seminar to register and get information. 

Graphic for PowerPoint - 4:3 

Graphic for PowerPoint - 16:9 
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