
  



  
 

May 23, 2021                                     9:30 AM 
 

 

God’s Invitation Gathers Us 

 

Prelude 
Call To Worship 

Welcome & God’s Greeting 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

#314 (PH) 
 

God’s Grace Claims Us 

 

Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon 

“Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” 
“By Faith” 

Congregational Prayer 

 

Pre-Registered Preschool & Kindergartners are dismissed for Children’s Church 
    

God’s Word Speaks to Us 

 

“Spirit of the Living God” 
#749 (LH) 

Prayer 

Ephesians 1:3-14 
Blessed…in Him 

Prayer 
 

God’s Blessing Equips Us 

 

“Baptized In Water” 
#758:1,3 (WC) 

Benediction 
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Sung to the tune of Jesus Shall Reign #745 (WC) 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 

Leading us in Worship 
Worship Leader and Sermon:                                                Pastor Matthew Lanser  
Organ: Donna Erdman                 Piano: Jan Slinkman                Violin: Kristen Voss            
Guitar: Matt Bulthuis           Bass: Carter Bulthuis            Percussion: Ryan De Boer 
Banjo: Dan Roelofs                                          Vocalists: Dan Roelofs, Sandy Roelofs 

(PH-Psalter Hymnal | WC-Worshiping Church | LH-Lift Up Your Hearts Hymnal) 



 

 

This Week at Faith 
 

On this Pentecost Sunday morning, we celebrate the continued work of the 
Holy Spirit in the world and in the church! Our “Gift of Grace” series will 
continue with Ephesians 1:3-14, and focus on how the Lord brings us to live in 
Him. 
 
To view this service live at 9:30 AM on Sunday or anytime thereafter, visit 
faithelmhurst.org/listenwatch. To view the sheet music for this service, visit 
faithelmhurst.org/resources/bulletins. 
 
Second Sermon: Rev. Gerry Erffmeyer concludes the “Growing Pains” series 
with a sermon focused on “Growing through Loss.” Rev. Erffmeyer’s daughter, 
Gwen, recently passed away after being hit by a car while bicycling, so we pray 
for the Lord to sustain him and his whole family through their own season of 
loss. 
 
To view this service, visit faithelmhurst.org/listenwatch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Worship at Faith 
 

Morning Worship: Following new guidelines from the CDC and the State of 
Illinois, those who are fully vaccinated against COVID may stop wearing masks 
and maintaining social distance inside Faith CRC. We do request that those who 
are not fully vaccinated continue to wear masks. We also encourage those who 
feel more comfortable wearing masks to continue to do so, as well as those 
who may have higher risk factors. You will no longer be required to register for 
worship services. Capacity limits in the sanctuary have been removed, though 
we will continue to seat every-other pew to encourage social distancing. Chairs 
will be available in the lobby if overflow seating becomes necessary. To watch 
the service from home live at 9:30 AM or any time thereafter, visit 
faithelmhurst.org/listenwatch. 
 
Evening Worship: A prerecorded “Second Sermon” video will be posted each 
week to our website and YouTube channel for viewing at your leisure. We're 
planning to begin outdoor evening 'Services in the Sun' again on Sunday, June 
6 at 6:00PM. 

https://youtu.be/NGuDmApXfS4
https://youtu.be/NGuDmApXfS4
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_WCZtkn39nj9woYRR35JNA/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_WCZtkn39nj9woYRR35JNA/featured


 
 
As we resume in-person worship, we encourage you to use your discretion in joining us. People 
of any age with certain underlying medical conditions are at a higher risk of severe illness from 

COVID-19. To review the list visit cdc.gov. In order to track and stop the spread of COVID-19, any 
persons who have been on church property or attended a church sanctioned meeting within 14 

days of testing positive for COVID-19 must let the office know immediately. Call 630.279.1776 or 
email Niki and Ashley at office@faithelmhurst.org. Your name will be kept confidential. 

 
 
 

Offerings 

 

If you are experiencing financial hardship these days, please reach out to your 
district deacon, or any deacon (the office can get you connected.) They are ready 
and eager to do what they can to help you. 
 
In-person offerings are now being collected in the “Giving Boxes” located at the 
entrance to the Sanctuary (please be sure you are not placing your offerings in 
the “Prayer Requests” box in the Lobby.) You may also continue to give by 
mailing a check to the church or online at faithelmhurst.org/give.  
 
Any checks not earmarked, or any cash received in the Giving Boxes for the 
month of May will be going to Elim Christian Services and for June will be 
directed to GEMS International. 
 
Also, we know that our congregation has a heart to give to other organizations, 
even in these trying times, and we thank you for your generosity.  Unfortunately, 
we are unable to hold weekly offerings for these organizations, but we want you 
to know that you still can!  Simply make your check out to Faith CRC and in the 
memo write the organization that you would like to support. We know many of 
these organizations have been negatively affected by COVID as well, and even 
though we can’t pass the baskets around, we can still support them. 
 

Prayer & Praise 
 

If you have prayer needs, please contact your district elder or Pastor Matthew. 
We also encourage you to send prayer requests at any time to 
prayer@faithelmhurst.org. All requests are kept confidential.  
 
Linda Decker will have a procedure to unblock an artery at Good Samaritan 
Hospital on Tuesday, May 25th. Please pray that the procedure goes well. 
 
Evelyn Zeilstra will be spending some time in Park Place rehab for her broken 
hip. 



 
 

Announcements 
 

The Missions Committee will meet today at 10:45 AM in Room 1-3 (on the North 
side of the building.) Contact Don Oostman with any questions. 
 
The Sermon Discussion Group is going to start meeting in person beginning 
today. Join us at 11:30 AM in Room 4/5 (across from the offices.) If you have any 
questions, reach out to the office at office@faithelmhurst.org.  
 
Pastor Matthew will be out of the office from Friday, May 28 through Tuesday, 
June 2. Please contact an elder for pastoral care needs during this time. 
 
We’re looking forward to our Summer Pastor Mac Wiener joining us at Faith. 
Mac will be preaching regularly, providing pastoral care, and participating in 
some other ministries as opportunities arise. Mac will start his work here the 
first week of June, with his first sermon being June 13. You can reach Mac at 
mwiener@faithelmhurst.org or his office number 630-279-0420. 
 
A recording of our recent Council Equipping Time led by Dr. Strange will be 
available through mid-June on our Faith YouTube channel. DVDs are also 
available upon request. If you would like the handout from the event, please 
contact Pastor Matthew or the office for a copy. You can find the video here: 
youtube.com/watch?v=txDqRWPNmC8 
 
Middle school, high school, college or beyond! If you are graduating this year, 
please  submit a graduation photo as well as your graduation details and future 
plans to office@faithelmhurst.org. The deadline is tomorrow, May 24. 
 
At our Congregational Meeting last Sunday, we approved our church budget 
through May 2022 and selected the following office bearers: Incoming Elders: 
Ed Biesboer (serving a two-year term), Jon Rauwerda, Doug Slinkman and Brad 
Wieringa. After our initial Council gathering last Monday and further 
conversations, Brian Clapier does not feel able to continue with being installed 
and serving as an elder at this point. Council is considering how to move forward 
with the elder position Brian would have filled, and we continue to pray for 
healing and reconciliation. Incoming Deacons: Peter Groenewold, Mike 
Speelman, Matt Tazelaar, and Logan Van Proyen. We thank the following 
gentlemen who are concluding their terms of service: Elders: Dirk Glaubke, Mike 
Hoving, Chris Kakabeeke, Mike Tornow. Deacons: Cal Boonstra, Steve David, Dan 
Kooyenga. New office bearers are to be installed during our morning service on 
Sunday, June 6. 
 

mailto:mwiener@faithelmhurst.org
mailto:office@faithelmhurst.org


 
 
Following the congregation's endorsement of the Healthy Church Discernment 
Process last Sunday, Council appointed Bob Flikkema (deacon) and Herm Vander 
Naald (elder) as members of the Planning Team. Pastor Matthew will also be 
serving on this team. In the next few weeks, Council will appoint eight more 
members of the Planning Team, as well as appointing a Prayer Team of around 
ten people. We want to invite the congregation either to put their own name 
forward or to nominate other members to serve on these teams. Being 
nominated won't guarantee a spot on the team, but every name put forward will 
receive prayerful, intentional consideration. We do ask that, with the 
nomination, you include a few sentences describing why you feel this nominee 
could be a good fit for the Planning or Prayer Team. We may also be approaching 
congregation members to ask them to consider being nominated. Please pray 
that the Lord would lead the right people to serve on each of these important 
teams in the Healthy Church Process. If you'd like to put a name forward, please 
get in touch with Bob, Herm, Pastor Matthew, or the office. 
 
Because our annual Memorial Day Hymnsing service is cancelled this year, we 
will be remembering those who served and are serving our country with a 
commemorative Memorial Day slideshow presentation after the sermon 
Sunday morning, May 30. We are asking the congregation to provide photos 
(old service photos and/or recent photos) of loved ones who have served or are 
serving in the armed forces (even if they have already gone to glory.) Please 
email or drop off photos to the church office (office@faithelmhurst.org) by 
Thursday, May 27. Photos dropped off will be scanned and returned. Please 
include the name, rank (if known), years and/or war/conflict served. 
 
Our first Summer Nights event is almost here! Join us on Wednesday, June 2 for 
Relay Races, Fire Pits & S’mores.  We’ll gather at 7:00 PM on the lawn & north 
driveway. Invite your friends! 
 
Faith CRC SpringFest is Saturday, June 12. Lots of fun activities are being 
planned. You won’t want to miss out! We are currently looking for auction items. 
If you are willing to donate sports tickets, restaurant gift cards, services (i.e. 
babysitting, cooking etc.) or brand new, unused items, please contact Cal at 
Calvinboonstra@yahoo.com or the church office at office@faithelmhurst.org 
 
The Tuesday Evening Prayer Group invites you to join us in prayer every 
Tuesday at 7:00 PM on Zoom. You can speak your prayers or join us in silent 
prayer. Come join us in corporate prayer and let us find out what God will do. 
To join by phone, call 312-626-6799 and enter the Meeting ID: 270 403 498                  
Passcode: 374473 To join by video, copy this link into your browser: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/270403498                                          Passcode: Prayer 

mailto:office@faithelmhurst.org
mailto:office@faithelmhurst.org


 
 

Youth Announcements 
 

1st – 5th Grade Sunday School’s final meeting of the season is today. Children in 
grades 1st – 5th are welcome to join us after the morning service (10:45 – 11:15) 
for a time of Bible lessons, group discussion and games. Questions? Email 
Ashley Slinkman at sundayschool@faithelmhurst.org.  
 
Currently there is a need for one adult and one helper to serve in the nursery 
next Sunday, May 30. If we are unable to fill these spots, nursery will not be 
offered next week.  
 
 
Men and women interested in making an impact on our Preschool & 
Kindergarten kids are encouraged to attend a Children’s Church planning 
meeting on Wednesday, June 9 at 7:00 PM. We’d love to hear your suggestions, 
critiques and opinions on how we can improve Children’s Church for the 2021-
2022 ministry season. Dessert will be provided. Email Ashley or Laura with any 
questions at childrenschurch@faithelmhurst.org. 
 
We’d love to extend PreK & K Children’s Church through the summer. To do 
so, we need volunteers. Consider serving just once, no long-term commitment 
required – this is a great way to give it a try! No experience needed. If you have 
questions or want to help out, email Ashley childrenschurch@faithelmhurst.org 
 
The final Catechism Classes for Middle School and High School is today.  Join us 
in Room 10 (middle school) and Room 12 (high school) at 10:45 AM. 
 
Mark your calendar for the Cadet & Jr Cadet Father/Son Campout on June 10-
13 in Eagle River Wisconsin. More info to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sundayschool@faithelmhurst.org


 
 

Serving Faith Church  
 

    Audio Visual: Steve David, Mike Speelman, Adam Zarek 

     Next Week: Al De Los Santos, Logan Van Proyen, Bob Flikkema 
Usher: Lambert Bronger 
     Next Week: Lambert Bronger 
Children’s Church: Charis Engel, Harma Slinkman, Izzy David 
     Next Week: Julie Speelman, Helper Needed 
Nursery: Laura Lanser, Susan Slinkman 
     Next Week: Adult Needed, Helper Needed 

 
 
 

This Week at Faith 
 

Sunday, May 23 
  Pre-Worship Prayer Time | 9:10 AM | Fellowship Hall 
  Morning Worship Service | 9:30 AM | faithelmhurst.org/listenwatch 
  Missions Committee Meeting | 10:45 AM | Room 1-3 
  Sunday School (1st – 5th Grade | 10:45 AM | Room 13/14 
  Faith Foundations (Middle School) | 10:45 AM | Room 10 
  Faith Foundations (High School) | 10:45 AM | Room 12 
  Sermon Discussion Group | 11:30 AM | Room 4/5 
  Second Sermon | faithelmhurst.org/listenwatch 
 
Monday, May 24 
  Council Orientation | 7:00 PM 
 
Tuesday, May 25 
  Faith Prayer Time | 7:00 PM | Zoom 
     
Wednesday, May 26 
  Women’s Ministry Planning Event | 7:00 PM | Fellowship Hall 
 
Saturday, May 29 
  Men’s Prayer Group | 7:00 AM | Room 4/5 
 
Sunday, May 30 
  Pre-Worship Prayer Time | 9:10 AM | Fellowship Hall 
  Morning Worship Service | 9:30 AM | faithelmhurst.org/listenwatch 
  Sermon Discussion Group | 11:30 AM | Room 4/5 
  Second Sermon | faithelmhurst.org/listenwatch 



 

 

Faith CRC Reopening Plan Update | May 2021 
 

In response to the continued improvement in pandemic metrics and the 
updated guidance outlined recently by the CDC and the State of Illinois, the 
Reopening Committee, with the approval of Council, recommends the 
adjustment of our worship and ministry activities as follows: 

 
 Morning Worship: registration requirements and capacity limits 

have been removed for in-person morning worship services.  
Sanctuary seating will continue to be offered via every-other pew 
with overflow seating available in the Lobby.  Congregants are 
advised to continue following safety guidelines (wear masks, 
practice social distancing, hand sanitizing, etc.) if they are 
unvaccinated or wish to remain cautious. 

 
 Ministry Activities:  Ministries can continue to meet in the Church 

building according to the same guidelines outlined above. 
 
We recognize that it's been a challenge to navigate all the different guidelines, 
expectations and opinions of the last year, and we really want to be a place 
where people feel grace, love, and safety. As we've done the last year or so, 
Council and the Reopening Team are trying to encourage gathering for 
worship while following public health guidelines. With this latest update, we're 
continuing to follow the guidelines that the CDC has in place.  
 
We understand that the current CDC guidance creates much room for 
ambiguity, division, and frustration. This is an awkward position for all of us, 
especially now that people's choices/preferences may become more visually 
obvious. From the beginning of the pandemic, we've tried to steer a course of 
prioritizing worship and following public health guidelines, and we expect that 
as these guidelines continue to evolve we'll continue to have to make choices 
among difficult options. We continue to appreciate your prayers and patience.  
 
Grace and peace in the meantime, 
The Reopening Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A Note from Council 
 

At our Council meeting last week, we elected Council offers, began appointing 
Healthy Church Team members, and discussed our goals and plans for the 
2021-2022 ministry year. 
 
The Council wants to affirm that Faith's overall vision and direction still remain 
the same, as summarized by our Three E's vision statement. Faith Church is 
called to Experience God's word, Express God's love and Equip God's people.  
 
We don't expect that to change. The next few months will be about discerning 
what strategies will help us best work toward that vision in the next season. 
 
While we can't really move the Healthy Church survey date up at this point, 
we are already beginning to put together the Planning and Prayer Teams. Elder 
Herm Vander Naald and Deacon Bob Flikkema will serve as Council 
representatives on the team. Pastor Matthew will also be on this team. We 
encourage the congregation to offer nominations to Herm, Bob, or Pastor 
Matthew about potential Planning and Prayer Team members. This team will 
be finalized and begin orientation and preparation in June. We will keep the 
congregation regularly updated as this process continues to move forward. 
 
We do have a number of goals for the next couple months leading up to the 
survey. Largely, in keeping with our focus on Ephesians, we want to have this 
be a season where we rejoice in God's grace and pursue His peace. We ask 
that the congregation join church leaders in focused prayer for the Lord to 
draw us together and help us discern how we can better pursue the three E's 
for our church. The elders will be reaching out to a number of church members 
with regard to peace-making and reconciliation.  
 
If you want to have a conversation along those lines, please get in touch with 
any elder or with Pastor Matthew. 
 
In terms of detailed work over the next couple months, we will get new Council 
oriented and up to speed as much as possible as we return from COVID. We 
will assemble Healthy Church Planning and Prayer Teams, and get them 
oriented, and ready to go. Council is also assembling a structure team to 
consider our structure and staffing plans. 
 
As always, we continue forward with faith in the Lord and gratitude for our 
church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2021-2022  

Faith CRC Council 

Rev. Matthew Lanser 

Chuck Slinkman, President of Council 
 
 

ELDERS: DEACONS: 
Chuck Slinkman ‘23 (President) Jay Lumkes ’22 (Chair) 
Ted Vander Naald ‘22 (Vicar) Nathan Middel ’22 (Treasurer) 
Brad Wieringa ‘24 (Clerk) Mike Speelman ’24 (Vicar) 
Bob Loerop ‘22 Cal Hoving ‘22 
Randy Van Dahm ‘22 Brad Miedema ‘22 
Herm Vander Naald ‘22 Scott Boonstra ‘23 
Ed Biesboer ‘23 Bob Flikkema ‘23 
Ken Laning ‘23 Byron Plate ‘23 
Don Oostman ‘23 Dan Roelofs ‘23 
Jon Rauwerda ‘24 Peter Groenewold ‘24 
Doug Slinkman ‘24 Matt Tazelaar ‘24 
 Logan Van Proyen ‘24 
  
    elders@faithelmhurst.org     deacons@faithelmhurst.org 
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