
Council Notes July 2019 
 

 Council passed a recommendation from the Safe Church Team for an 
updated Safe Church Policy which is now being followed; 

 Council passed a recommendation from the Church Property 
Committee for a security camera system for the church building and it 
has been installed; 

 The Music Committee reported on highlights in recent months, 
including the Holland Christian Living Hope Singers, Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday, and Easter worship services as well as the Memorial Day Hymn 
Sing; 

 Council approved the 2019-2020 budget to be brought to the annual 
Congregational meeting for endorsement; 

 At the annual Congregational meeting the congregation elected new 
elders and deacons from among Council’s nominees; 

 An elder/deacon orientation time was held to prepare newly elected 
elders and deacons for service; 

 The Missions Committee gave thanks for wonderful financial support 
from the church and was glad we could welcome several missionaries 
in the last 6 months; 

 Council approved a Church Property recommendation to replace the 
two front sanctuary A/C units and they have been installed; 

 The elders are encouraged by the increasing use of the after-morning 
service prayer time and those who gather to pray at 9:10 AM for our 
Sunday worship services; 

 The elders, as usual, received monthly pastors’ and youth director 
reports on their ministries; 

 The elders discussed and began a process of more strategic and 
intentional connecting with members of the church; 

 Council received a report from Pastor Schuringa and Don Oostman on 
the March Classis meeting. Classis is a twice a year meeting of the CRCs 
in our region; 

 The elders received reports from our pastors and Jonathan Barney 
about a number of Timothy Christian School chapels that were led by 
them this past school year; 

 Council gave thanks for Karen Folkerts’ years of service in our church 
office and welcomed Ashley Slinkman to join Niki Tazelaar as an office 
assistant/coordinator; 

 Council and the elders gave thanks for special church family gatherings 
in recent months, including the National Day of Prayer service, 
Springfest, two Mission Emphasis luncheons, a seminar on Technology 
for parents, several births and baptisms and new members Raymond 
Amegatcher, David Egan, Dirk & Eileen Rauglas, and the Brian & 
Danielle Voss family; 

 The Youth Ministry Committee reported with thanks on the status of 
and activity surrounding Faith’s ministries for children, students, and 
young adults, as well as all the volunteers who support these; 

 Pastor Schuringa represented our classis at Synod in June. He plans to 
give a report to the congregation during the Sunday School hour, likely 
in August. Synod is an annual meeting and decision-making body that 
includes pastor, elder, and deacon delegates from all classes in the 
denomination; 



 Vacation Bible School had its highest attendance in the past number of 
years with 121 children total attending (up from 96 the previous year), 
and an average of 115 each day;  

 The Faith Strategic Team shared some final conclusions of its work with 
Council in June; these were discussed and commitment was made to 
carry out some key strategies going forward; 

 To inspire and support ministry throughout the church, Council 
approved an updated Committee list in June; 

 


