
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

June 21, 2020                       Morning Worship 
 

God’s Invitation Gathers Us 
Prelude 
Welcome and God’s Greeting 
Songs of Worship:                                                                “Hear O Lord and Answer” 
                                                                                                            “Holy is the Lord” 
 
 

God’s Grace Claims Us 
God’s Will for Our Lives 
Prayer 
Song of Worship: #436 (PH)                                “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
Offering Update 
Profession of Faith:                                                                              Apostles’ Creed 
                        
                    

God’s Word Speaks to Us 
Scripture:                                                                                      Ecclesiastes 4:1 – 12 
Sermon:                                                                                                          TOGETHER 
Prayer 
 
 

God’s Blessing Equips Us 
Song of Response: #411 (PH)                                              “How Firm a Foundation” 
Benediction 
Doxology: #487 (PH)                                         “May the Grace of Christ Our Savior” 
Postlude 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leading us in Worship  
Worship Leaders:                      Pastors Matthew Lanser and Greg Schuringa 
Sermon:                                                                                      Pastor Matthew Lanser 
Violin:                                                                                                             Kristen Voss             
Bass:                                                                                                        Carter Bulthuis 
Guitars:                                                                                                       Matt Bulthuis 
Vocalists:                                         Randy Huisman, Sandy Roelofs, Heather Turner 

 (PH-Psalter Hymnal | WC-Worshiping Church | LH-Lift Up Your Hearts Hymnal) 



 

This Week at Faith 
 
This week we are continuing our journey through the book of Ecclesiastes in 
the series “Enjoying the End of Everything.” We’ll read Ecclesiastes 4:1 – 12 
and reflect on isolation and community. 
 
Second Sermon: As we continue in our “Survey of the Bible” Series with the 
historical books, one of the puzzles we will answer is why Chronicles and Kings 
have so much overlap in terms of their history of Israel.  

 

 

Upcoming Worship at Faith 
 
The Faith Re-Opening Team, led by our Church Property Committee, has 
begun discussions about when and how to resume in-person worship. This 
team is seeking input from medical professionals within our church, other 
churches in various states that have already re-opened, as well as CDC and 
state recommendations. We ask that you continue to pray for guidance for 
this team as they seek wisdom in this decision. As we move forward to meet 
together physically again, please feel free to share any input you might have 
about this with elders Mike Hoving and Al De Los Santos, or the pastors. 
 
Thank you to those who have already completed the Re-Opening Survey. If 
you have not done so already, we encourage you to take 2-3 minutes to fill it 
out by Clicking Here. It will help us as we continue the development of our re-
opening strategy. We appreciate your input!  
 
We recognize that whenever we re-open, a number of people will be 
uncomfortable getting back together physically for a while. We want you to 
feel free to make that decision for yourself and loved ones without pressure, 
trusting God’s Spirit’s leading for each person and household. Even when we 
re-gather, we recognize that our online worship services will likely be 
important for many of us for a long while. 
 
We will communicate any updates via email, phone chain, social media and 
website. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdlrc6tXtISpxAcRCRrxzDUPzDz5Ue3b-UC2HDL8PA4peXT_Q/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

Offerings 
 
As our body of Christ at Faith CRC has been unable to meet together 
physically, our Deacons are grateful for those who are continuing to give. 
Even while we encourage the congregation to give as able and as they feel 
led, we continue to highlight the need for giving to the General Fund, the 
Benevolent Fund, and the Timothy Tuition Assistance Fund.  
 
We strongly encourage you to give online (faithelmhurst.org/give), however 
you may also mail your tithes and offerings to the church office. We pray for 
everyone’s safety and health during this time. And look forward with 
anticipation to when we will be able to gather “face to face” again! 
 
If you are experiencing financial hardship these days, please reach out to your 
district deacon, or any deacon. They are ready and eager to do what they can 
to help you. 
 

The Deacons gratefully appreciate the generous 

giving from the Faith CRC family in May.  
 
As you are able, please continue to remember Faith’s General, 
Benevolent and Timothy Funds with your tithes and offering. A 
thank you from the Deacons for your continued faithful and 
generous giving.  
 
If you have a financial need, or are concerned that you might in 
the future, please don’t hesitate to reach out to any deacon to 
discuss. 
 

Budget $51,671.06 Timothy Christian $4,603.00 
Benevolent $3,760.00 Faith Promise $2,315.00 
Education Fund $680.00 Building Fund $447.00 
PADS $100.00 Resonate Global $40.00 
    
Total Offerings for May:     $63,616.06  

 
Actual General Fund receipts from June 1, 2019 through May 31, 2020 totaled 
approximately $752,000 compared to budgeted receipts of $805,000 or a 
$53,000 shortfall to budget. Actual accrued expenses for the same period 
totaled $804,000 or a $52,000 shortfall to budget. The Timothy fund balance 
at the end of May was $22,000. 



 
 

Prayer & Praise 
 

If you have prayer needs, please contact your district elder or one of the 
pastors. We also encourage you to send prayer requests at any time to 
prayer@faithelmhurst.org. All requests are kept confidential by the pastors.  
 
On behalf of my daughters, grandsons, and the rest of the Kwarta Family, I 
would like to thank each one of you who took the time to reach out to us, by 
the many cards, prayers, calls, food, and support during Dale’s short fight with 
cancer as well as Tara’s fight with cancer. I’d also like to thank our pastors, for 
helping me thru this time when I had to be separated from Dale in the hospital, 
due to the COVID-19 restrictions. We knew the treatments were to extend & 
make his life comfortable the remaining days he had, but it took him down 
quicker than the doctors predicted. I was also glad to have moved with him 
into assisted living and share his last few days with him. Due to the COVID-19 
restrictions, it was hard also on both of our extended families, who were not 
able to visit and say “good-bye” in person. The “walk thru the valley of the 
shadow of death” was hard, but your support helped us immensely. The 
diagnosis of Tara’s cancer at the same time was also a total surprise, but 
thankfully, she is still fighting after the chemo, radiation & surgeries, and 
seems to be winning the fight. Please continue to pray for her! 
                                                                                                                    Ruth Kwarta 
 
Congratulations to Justin & Lia Loerop (son of Bob & Linda) who were united 
in marriage by Pastor Matthew at their home on Friday, June 12. Their new 
address is 250 Hickory Oaks Drive, Bolingbrook, IL 60490 
 
Congratulations to Nathan & Kayla Middel on the birth of their first child, 
Madeline Rae, last Friday. 
 
Susan and I are grateful for the words of encouragement and support we 
received from our church family in the passing away of my dad in Canada. 
Especially in this time of social isolation, your cards, phone calls, texts, emails 
and personal visits were so much appreciated as we mourned, but also 
celebrated a life well lived and now resting in his eternal home.  
                                                                                                       Ray & Susan Middel 
 
Pray for Judy Veldsema as she continues to recover from her recent hip 
surgery. 
 
 



 

 

Announcements 
 

Pastor Matthew will be out of the office for the next three weeks for a time 
of study leave and vacation. 
 
Faith’s Council recently approved the replacement of aging video equipment 
in the sanctuary that will improve our video quality and also give us the ability 
to Live-Stream our worship services. Live-Streaming will be important when 
we start in-person worship again so those who choose to remain home can 
watch the service simultaneously with those in the sanctuary. The amount 
approved was $12,800. If you feel led to contribute towards this cost, you can 
earmark any gift towards these upgrades by coding your offerings 
“Technology.” Should we receive more than the amount needed, the surplus 
will be set aside for upcoming Technology projects the committee anticipates 
in the near future. 
 
If you need a paper copy of the July/August Today devotional, please email 
Ashley & Niki at office@faithelmhurst.org. 
 
In recent years, the Faith CRC Annual Golf Outing has been held at Maple 
Meadows Golf Course. Unfortunately, given the current conditions, Maple 
Meadows has decided to cancel all golf outings for the remainder of 2020. 
However, we are excited to announce a tentative date and location for the 
2020 Faith CRC Golf Outing! The outing will be held at Village Greens Golf 
Course in Woodridge on August 8 with a shotgun start at 1pm! Save the date!  
Please note that the date and event are tentative, considering the unknowns 
of restrictions in the State of Illinois, but we will be sure to update you as the 
event draws nearer. 
 

For up to date news, events and announcements follow us on Facebook (Faith 
Christian Reformed Church), Instagram (faithelmhurst) and Twitter 
(@faithelmhurst). For Faith-Full Reflections, Faith Forward News, and Seeking 
Sabbath emails sent weekly, email office@faithelmhurst.org to join our 
mailing list. 
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Staying Connected 
 

Weekly Emails: Our church is now sending out three weekly emails. On 
Tuesdays, “Faith-Full Reflections” will bring you some follow-up questions 
and applications from the most recent messages.  On Friday, “Faith Forward” 
will go out with links to the week’s worship service, the bulletin and other 
announcements.  On Saturday evening, you’ll receive “Seeking Sabbath,” 
which will include some resources for activities and devotions, service 
possibilities, and a kids’ corner. To subscribe, contact Ashley or Niki at  
office@faithelmhurst.org. 
 
Sunday Night Sermon Discussions: Sunday evening sermon discussions are 
Sundays at 6:00 PM. Brian Clapier and Christopher Koopmans lead the 
discussions on how the concepts of the main service sermon can help us pray 
for and support each other in this time.  
To join by phone, call 1-312-626-6799 and enter the Meeting ID: 586 505 322 
To join by video, Click Here or copy this link into your browser: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/586505322 
 
Faith Prayer Time: Join us to pray for the needs of our congregation, 
neighbors and world every Tuesday evening at 7:00 PM. Prayers are led by a 
pastor or elder.  
To join by phone, call 312-626-6799 and enter the Meeting ID: 270 403 498 
To join by video, Click Here or copy this link into your browser: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/270403498 
 
The Brotherhood: The Brotherhood virtual meetings are every Wednesday 
from 7:00-8:00 PM.  All men are welcome to join in these conversations.  You 
can join either by phone or video-conferencing.  Please contact Brian Clapier 
or Pastor Matthew for more information.  
To join by phone, call 1-312-626-6799 and enter the Meeting ID: 586 505 322  
To join by video, Click Here or copy this link into your browser:  
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/586505322 
 
Men’s Bible Study: The Friday morning Men’s Bible Study is taking a summer 
break. We’ll resume meeting in August.  
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This Week at Faith 
 
Sunday, June 21 
  Morning Worship | Click Here 
  Second Sermon | Click Here 
  Sermon Discussion Meeting | 6:00 PM | Click Here 
 
Tuesday, June 23 
  Faith Prayer Time | 7:00 PM | Click Here 
  Faith Re-Opening Team Meeting | 7:00 PM | Fellowship Hall 
   
Wednesday, June 24 
  The Brotherhood | 7:00 PM | Click Here 
   
Sunday, June 28 
  Morning Worship 
  Second Sermon 
  Sermon Discussion Meeting | 6:00 PM  
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A Letter from Pastor Greg | June 18, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Faith Church family, 
       
            Two weeks ago two elders met with me and shared that the elders 
recently decided that my pastoral leadership was no longer best for Faith 
CRC, and asked me to be open to receiving a call elsewhere. Of course this 
was difficult to hear. The elders feel it best if Hannah, Sophia, and Adrianna 
can finish the upcoming school year at Timothy (Hannah is entering 12th 
grade and Sophia 8th). In the meantime, I will continue my pastoral duties at 
Faith and make inquiries to discern where God is calling me next. Sarah and I 
are open to wherever God might call us. 
 
Sarah and I have been blessed in many ways to serve at Faith CRC these past 
years. We’ve made so many amazing friendships and many truly special 
pastoral relationships that’s we’ll never forgot. You have walked with us in 
times of joy and trial and we have walked with so many of you in good times 
and hard, all the while standing on the promises of God and His Word. We 
have received so much encouragement and support while pastoring here 
from the church leadership and from the congregation. 
 
We look forward to the time that we’ll still have together. As we now begin 
to search for our next chapter in ministry, we covet the congregation’s 
prayers as we always have. 
 
  
With Love and In His Service, 
Pastor Greg & Sarah Schuringa & family 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

2019-2020  

Faith CRC Council 

Dr. Greg Schuringa, President 

Rev. Matthew Lanser 
 

ELDERS: DEACONS: 
Al De Los Santos – 2022 Spencer Anderson – 2020 
Dirk Glaubke – 2021 (VP) Cal Boonstra – 2021 
Pete Holtrop – 2020 Steve David – 2021 (Deacon Chair) 
Mike Hoving – 2021 (Vicar) Calvin Hoving – 2022 
Chris Kakabeeke – 2021 (Clerk) Dan Kooyenga – 2021 
Bern Slinkman – 2020 Jay Lumkes – 2022 
Mike Tornow – 2021 Nathan Middel – 2022 
Len Turnbull – 2020 Brad Miedema – 2022 
Randy Van Dahm – 2022 Scott Piersma – 2020 
Herm Vander Naald – 2022 Chris Slinkman – 2020 
Ted Vander Naald – 2022 Mark Van Dahm – 2021 (Treasurer) 
Dave Voss – 2020 Corey Van Dyk – 2020 
  
    elders@faithelmhurst.org     deacons@faithelmhurst.org 

 
 

2019 – 2020  

Elder/Deacon Districts 
 

Church Members: Elder/Deacon Team: 

1. A – B Mike Tornow & Jay Lumkes 
2. C – E Pete Holtrop & Spencer Anderson 
3. F – Hof Len Turnbull & Nathan Middel 
4. Hol - J Al De Los Santos & Dan Kooyenga 
5. K Mike Hoving & Cal Boonstra 
6. L – O Herman Vander Naald & Brad Miedema 
7. P -  Tam  Randy Van Dahm & Corey Van Dyk 
8. Taz – Van D Dave Voss & Calvin Hoving 
9. Van K - Vander Bern Slinkman & Scott Piersma 
10. Ven – Z Ted Vander Naald & Chris Slinkman 
Out of Town Chris Kakabeeke & Steve David 
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