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“Worship vvvv Connect vvvv Serve”

ven though I have written
many over the years, I have
never been a huge fan of
mission statements. I have
seen some that try to say too much and
end up saying very little. I have seen
others that help leaders make decisions
but do not capture the hearts of the
people being led. In a quest to be new
and different and hip, some mission
statements incorporate language and
imagery that makes any true direction
unclear. I have never been a huge fan
of mission statements … until now.
At their best, mission statements are
short, memorable and easily communicate a clear and compelling direction.
From individuals to families to small
organizations to large corporations,
mission statements help define who we
want to be. This is especially important in churches. If we don’t define
ourselves, somebody else will. If we
can’t agree on one mission statement,
we will operate with one hundred (or
more) competing points of view and
we will go nowhere.
However, there are larger forces
at work that make quality mission
statements a critical part of being the
church. In our nation today, there are
many who claim to speak for Christians but promote hatred, bigotry,
neglect and greed as if these evil things
are directives from God. What’s worse
is that many in our land have been so
inundated with these heretical messages that they now believe that all
Christians think and act like the talking
heads they see on TV.
I do not want to be associated
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Together We Love
with the particular brand of crazy
that demands that I vote in a certain
way or God will punish me. I do not
want to be linked with preachers and
politicians who believe that widows,
orphans and strangers are to be marginalized instead of served. I do not
stand with any crowd that believes
God’s blessings are only bestowed on a
chosen few based on an arbitrary moral checklist. I want to be defined by the
God of love I find in scripture, not the
dubious ramblings of those who chase
headlines by saying outrageous things
and slapping a “Christian” label on it.
Prince of Peace has had many mission statements over the years, some
written and memorized and others that
were unspoken but no less powerful.
I think it is time for a new one, something we can rally around in these wild
times. Here’s what I propose:

TOGETHER WE LOVE
Together – Our greatest strength is
that we are a community of saints
and sinners, individuals and families,
young and old, conservatives and
liberals, blue collars, white collars and
no collars brought together by God for
a higher purpose. We allow our differences to be a source of strength by
continuing to break down barriers and
allowing God’s love to flow between
us. (John 17:20-23)
We – Prince of Peace is not a purveyor
of religious goods and services with
a customer service staff that caters to
the stated needs of our clientele. Think
differently! We are the body of Christ.

We offer people the opportunity to
connect with God and discover how
they can reflect God’s love to the
world. In the body of Christ, everyone
has something to offer and everyone
has a responsibility to lead, either up
front or behind the scenes. We do not
accept the idea that our pastors and
staff are hired to do God’s work in our
stead. Keeping Prince of Peace vital
and healthy is everybody’s joy and
responsibility. (1 Corinthians 12:12-27)
Love – We believe that God’s love is
the one force in the universe that can
do the impossible — radically change
human hearts. It starts with God’s
love for us. We celebrate it, immerse
ourselves in it and let it reorder our
priorities. Then we reflect God’s love
to the world in the midst of everyday
life. We believe that love transcends
being friendly and avoiding conflict.
Sometimes love demands that we
stand against hatred, bigotry, neglect
and greed by standing with people.
We believe that loving God and loving
other people is the only spiritual law
that matters. (Matthew 22:36-40)
I offer this to you in order to open a
dialogue. Please send me your creative ideas and positive criticism. Let’s
work this mission statement together
so we come up with something that
gives us inspiration and direction.
Taking this journey with you,

Pastor Rick

Father’s Day, June 19

THE MESSENGER is printed monthly for the
purpose of informing members and friends
of upcoming events, for sharing good news
about our members and for sharing the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ through
word and action.

Join us for a special worship service honoring the fathers in our lives. We will
serve root beer floats after the worship service.

Healing Prayers Around the Altar
June 12 and 26
Are you suffering in body, mind or spirit? Is someone in your life facing a
difficult situation or challenge? Prince of Peace offers healing prayer at the altar
directly following worship services on June 12 and 26. We believe God brings
healing to all who seek it. In the past nine months, we have seen some remarkable answers to the prayers we have offered. Be bold and take a risk. Come to
healing prayer!

OFFICE 480.945.9537
popphoenixoffice@gmail.com
FAX 480.947.1530
AMA 480.945.0023
PRESCHOOL 480.947.5645
WEBSITE, www.popphoenix.org.
Rev. Rick Sherrill, Lead Pastor
408.472.0529
Rev. Paul Nelson, Visitation Pastor
602.740.7187
Audrey Cox, Youth & Family Ministry
480.945.9537

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, June 5

Angela Sherrill
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
480.945.9537

(Part of the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service)

Maria Renovato, Office Manager
480.945.9537

Good news! We only have a few things on the agenda including the election of
Church Council and Preschool Board members. We will integrate the congregational meeting into the worship service and give thanks for the leaders God is
raising up in our midst. It will be a lively and affirming worship service.

Nicole Hilden
Preschool Director
480.947.5645
Dr. Allen Quie
Organist/Choir Accompanist
480.503.1018
Lynne McGinley
Pianist & Choir Director
480.945.2958

Mount of Olives
Food Closet

Kay Cook, Bell Director
tcook@desertbells.org

Our ministry partners at Mount of Olives do amazing work
collecting and distributing food and other essential items to the poor in
our area. As the summer months set in, donations to food closets/food banks
trend down, creating an opportunity for us to be a special blessing to those in
need. This month you can bring the following nonperishable food items to the
church office or drop them off in the white bin in the narthex. Mount of Olives
also accepts cash donations.
		
Bags of rice
Bags of dried beans
		
Bags of pasta
Pop-top canned soup
		 Pop-top canned vegetables
Crackers

Congratulations
to our 2016 graduates!

Glenda Rauscher, AMA Director
480.945.0023
Keri Herding, Accountant
480.945.9537
Verna Lauritsen, Assistant Financial
Secretary 480.945.9537
Herman Vergara, Custodian
480.945.9537
Marge Mayes, Messenger Editor
602.840.7715, mtmayes@cox.net
CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Craig Myrmel, President; Teri Traaen,
President-Elect; Gail Andrews, Vice
President/Personnel; Joy Johnson, Secretary; Greg Welch-Rowland, Treasurer; Nancy Stevens, Financial Secretary;
Steve Edgar, Les Holland, Carrie
Goodman, Brad Beebe, Anita Thorne,
Members-at-Large
Please see the website for
individual staff e-mail addresses.
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GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

Sunday Worship

ELCA Global Church Sponsorship

Worship Schedule

God’s Work. Our Hands.

Worship
9:30 a.m.

A new newsletter from the Ellers
covering December to April is
posted online at karieller.weebly.
com. Highlights:

Justin, Kari & Everette Eller
t Everette started kindergarten.
t Justin traveled with the
ELCA’s new missionary in
Bolivia.
t The day before Easter, Justin
and Kari participated in a
stations-of-the-cross march at
a former detention and torture
facility that was run by Argentina’s military dictatorship in
the 1970s and 1980s.

t The Ellers’ celebration of
Christmas included hot temperatures (December is a summer month in Argentina),
cold foods, and midnight
fireworks with dance music to
welcome the birth of Jesus.
t Justin and Kari learned to
drive stick-shift cars.

Promoting health
in rural Bolivia
An ELCA World Hunger grant is
supporting rural Lutheran health
promoters in Bolivia. Roughly 30
members of the Bolivian Lutheran
Church are being trained to provide
residents of rural areas with natural
herbal medicines, listen to their
stories, pray with them, and teach
them how to improve their health.

June 5
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
Congregational Meeting
“10% Fear, 90% Excitement
(or Vice-Versa)”
Galatians 1:11-24
Luke 7:11-17
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching
June 12
4th Sunday after Pentecost
“Great Forgiveness =
Great Love”
Galatians 2:15-21
Luke 7:36—8:3
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching
June 19
5th Sunday after Pentecost
Father’s Day
“Demons, Pigs and
the First Evangelist”
Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching
June 26
6th Sunday after Pentecost
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62
Pastor Paul Nelson, preaching

Fall Bazaar Needs More Help
We continue to look for help in making sure our annual fall bazaar continues. Several people have volunteered but more are needed to continue planning. The hope is to break the responsibilities into segments so no one person
is responsible for the entire event. If you are willing to help in some area —
perhaps food, set-up, contact with those displaying their goods — it would
be greatly appreciated. If you have any suggestions as to how this might be
revamped, that will also be helpful.
Contact Carol Kauffman, 602.277.4769, kauffmanfinancial@qcom if you are
willing to help or if you have suggestions.
The Bazaar is a way that POP reaches out into the community and draws
people to visit our campus, so it is important that we continue this tradition.
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News of Members
and Friends
Baptism
May 1

Mackenzie Marie Morton

First Communion
May 8
		
		

Ava Bramini
Lana Rowland
Tyler Beebe

Summer 2016
Navajo Lutheran
Mission Trip

CONNECT!
Social Media: Instagram and Facebook

May 27-June 1

E-mail Updates:
E-mail acox@popphoenix to be added to
the list for Youth and Family Updates!

Please keep these 20 youth and adults
in your prayers as they immerse themselves in another culture, participate in
service projects and team building, and
grow in their faith!

Campfirmation
June 26-July 1
Please keep these 10 youth in your
prayers as they join with over 100
other young people from our synod
for a week of adventure, fun, fellowship, and faith formation.

Faith @ Home!
Discover ways to bring faith...HOME! Check
out the weekly bulletin and POP website and
social media for ideas and tips for connecting
with God wherever you are during the week.

Children’s Ministry
It has been a great year of Sunday School at Prince of Peace!!
We will kick off again in September!

Children’s Sunday

End of year beach ball bonanza
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Grand Canyon Synod Assembly
There are more
than 1,500 books
in the Prince of
Peace library.
During the next
several months
the library cart
in the narthex will be filled with
books that have never been
checked out. The challenge is to
see if we can change the “never
read” to a “read status.” Check
them out and discover something
new and maybe even exciting.

June 16-17, Las Vegas
The Grand Canyon Synod will gather for their annual synod
assembly around the theme of “Get Moving” with Eugene Peterson’s translation of 2 Peter 1:5 as the assembly verse: “So don’t lose
a minute in building on what you’ve been given, complementing your
basic faith with good character, spiritual understanding, alert discipline,
passionate patience, reverent wonder, warm friendliness, and generous love, each dimension fitting into and developing the others.”
Four disciples of Jesus from local Las Vegas congregations will share their
story of transformation and the Church’s role in this. Rev. Albert Starr, Jr., director
for ELCA Ethnic Specific and Multicultural Ministries, will share his story and
stories he sees within the ELCA. Participants will receive a toolbox of resources
to take back with them to help them “Get Moving” into God’s desired future for
their local context.
Attending from Prince of Peace will be Pastor Rick, Audrey Cox and Teri
Traaen in the dual role of POP member/Synod staff .

Roses to…

Altar Flowers Reminder
The price of flowers is now $40. When you pay,
please mark the payment as FLOWER
FUND. Also, it is helpful if the request
form, located on the flower chart in the
narthex, is completed and submitted
with the payment.
Members are welcome to go together to purchase the arrangements.
Flowers that members do not wish
for themselves are taken to shut-ins
following the church service.

F Martha Weld and Anita Thorne for
serving on Altar Guild in May.
F Angela for a great job with the
children as they led us in worship
on May 15.

Theology Pub Resumes
in September 2016!

President’s Report
by Craig Myrmel
I grew up in Minnesota. It was a
a wife with that same passion and we
great place to live, a great place to
continue to explore this world. We
play, and I thought it was the best
have found new favorites even when
place in the world. My parents loved
we are convinced there can be nothing
to travel and in my early years we
better or more scenic. The people, the
managed to visit most of the United
food, the culture, and the countryside
States during extended vacations.
continue to amaze. God's hand is
Each new state brought sites and visevident as far as our eyes can see.
tas that were more beautiful and exAs I write this, my mother is in
citing than the ones I held so dear in
the hospital. She has the misfortune
Minnesota. I remember the wonder
of having a fractured vertebrae in her
of the first view of the mountains in
back. The prognosis is not in at this
Colorado, the first swim in the Paciftime but I am sure she will be fine.
ic Ocean, the majesty of the Grand
She is 90 and the fact that my father
Canyon. Life was one series of
passed away at 90 does give me conever-better adventures. As an adult, I
cern. From a young age I was taught
have continued with travel as one of
that in death we go from this life (that
my passions.Martha
I was fortunate
to find
we valueCarol
so much
and hold
so dear)
Committee:
Weld, Ellen
Schoeneman,
Jensen,
Marian
Ricklick
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into heaven. I was brought up with
the idea that heaven is a place that
is so incredible, it makes what we
know and have here seem as nothing
in comparison. Heaven is amazing
beyond our imagination, a place to
look forward to, not to be feared. All
the traveling I have done has helped
prepare me for the greatest adventure, our final one in heaven, and it
is going to be amazing!
1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written,
"What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the heart of man imagined, what
God has prepared for those who love
Him!"
Craig

Sally Johnson

Preschool News
by Nicole Hilden

Achievement Ceremony Honorees
At the end of May, we honored all our Pre-Kindergarten students for their hard work and accomplishments over the 20152016 School Year. We have a great group of students who have completed a wonderful year of learning and fun in our Pre-K
classrooms. Some of them will move on to Kindergarten and some of them will stay with us for another year. We were happy
to honor all of them with a special ceremony. Their teachers were able to present them with a certificate in front of a sanctuary
full of parents, family and friends.
These children and families have become a part of our Prince of Peace family and we have been privileged to be a part of
their lives during their learning and growing preschool years. Tears were shed as we said our good-byes to many of them. We
are so privileged to have had the opportunity to provide a fun, safe, learning atmosphere for all the children this year. Thanks
to everyone who has contributed to their success, in big ways and small ways!
Blessings,
Nicole Hilden

Room 7

Room 8

Room 9

Luke Bauman
Bea Beauchamp
Bodie Chapman
Sloane Clements
Liam Collins
Luke Cucchetti
Colgan Green Dettmer
Bennett Dooley
Shane Garner
Ellie Geis
Grace Gosselink
Ella Gustin
Ben Hufford
Keegan Kelley
Keerthana Kevin
Madelyn Martinez
Gabe Smith
Nicholas Stangler
Emma Stricker
Jackson Stultz
Charles Vance

James Anderson
Lyric Davis
Tru Davis
Carter Dunlap
John Dunlap
Audrey Eason
Jackson Fitch
Reese Fredrick
Hannah Iacovelli
Jalen Knighton
Stella Kunellis
Tobias Leveen
Ava Lutich
Shayla Matt
Skylar Meadows
William Morstad
Jackson Piazza
Roman Roth
Aubrey Ann Snell
Jax Sutton
Parker Vigneau
Holden Wilson
Gabi Young

Raidyn Berkner
Elle Buchanan
Landon Conrad
Luke Conrad
Cody Dreier
Colt Dreier
Leonardo Gepilano
Alexander Gotsis
Aven Gray
Jace Harvey
Connor Matt
Johnny McCormack
Holly Mitchell
Case Nodilo
Samuel Schwartz
Jiselle Seaford
Kingston Shaia
Magnolia Strebe
Henry Underwood
Griffin Venneri
McKenna Wilson

Room 10
Tessa Atkinson
Brock Backman
Graeme Baird
Jack Banister
Jake Bassett
Alexis Brown
Nyah Cummings-John
Dane Detwiler
Eli Driscoll
Ryder Faux
Reagan Friedman
Colt Hancock
Jake Henricksen
Gunner Kory
Jane Kuhl
Carter Lampe
Kira Lorence
Lauren Montague
Addison Morrow
Rio North
Nucci Qoshlli
Breanna Scheidt
Milan Sugumaran
Jack Swiergol
Rain Tsingine
Kayla Zeitler

NEWS FLASH! The Wednesday Bible Study will continue this
summer. They will take a brief break from June 29 through July 20.
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Wellness Committee

First-Aid Kits Ready to Go!
by Beth Schneider
Summer will be arriving soon. Some
might even say
it is already here.
With summer,
people are traveling, kids are out
of school, and more
time is spent outdoors, which leads to
the occurrence of common injuries and minor
emergencies that require access to a
first-aid kit. To be fully prepared, one
should have a first-aid kit in the house,
one in the car and, depending on the
size of the purse, a mini one in mom’s
purse. The contents for each will vary
but there are some basics common
to all. First-aid kits can be purchased
pre-assembled at drug stores or on
Amazon.com or put together at home.
Unless your purse is the size of a
suitcase, a purse first-aid kit will contain only the basics necessary to treat
minor cuts and scrapes. Possible items
include antibiotic ointment, adhesive
bandages, over-the-counter pain medication and a miniature care guide.

A home first-aid kit
will be the most comprehensive. Recommended
basic supplies include
adhesive bandages in
various sizes, adhesive
tape, sterile gauze,
elastic wrap bandages, an aluminum
finger splint, instant
cold packs, cotton balls and cotton-tipped swabs, petroleum jelly, plastic bags in assorted sizes, safety pins,
scissors and tweezers, soap or hand
sanitizer, antibiotic ointment, antiseptic
towelettes, eyewash solution, a thermometer, a turkey baster or other bulb
suction device for flushing wounds, a
syringe, medicine cup or spoon and a
first-aid manual. Most homes contain a
majority of these items someplace in the
house. So that each item can be found
when needed, it is helpful to have
everything in one easy-to-access place.
A variety of containers can be used to
store the assembled items as long as
items are easy to find.
A comprehensive first-aid kit should
also contain the following medications:

aloe vera gel, Calamine lotion, antidiarrhea medication, a laxative,
antacids, an antihistamine, pain relievers, hydrocortisone cream, cough and
cold medications, and personal medications that don’t require refrigeration.
These items should always be stored
out of the reach of children.
The ideal first-aid kit for the car
should be hard sided so that it isn’t
smashed by the other items sharing the
trunk. Depending on available space,
any of the items listed above are appropriate for a kit for the car as long as
they aren’t heat sensitive. If traveling
out of town, other useful items include
emergency phone numbers and contact
information, medical consent and
medical history forms for each family
member, a small waterproof flashlight,
waterproof matches, a small notepad
and waterproof writing instrument, a
cell phone and solar charger, sunscreen,
insect repellent and a whistle.
Whether the first-aid kit is for the
home, car or purse, check it regularly
to be sure batteries work and to replace
supplies that have expired or been
used up.

Octoberfest
Have you considered celebrating
Octoberfest in Germany? You will
have an opportunity to do so with
friends from Prince of Peace as you
venture off, beginning October 10
2016. Pastor Paul will be taking
all who want an adventure in the
land of Luther. In addition to some
wonderful food and beverage you
will be able to see some of the places
that played prominent parts in the
life of Martin Luther as he struggled
to bring reform to the Church. The
journey begins as you land in Frankfurt and ends in Munich on October
20. Please contact Pastor Paul for
more information. (pastorpaul@
popphoenix.org or 602.740.7187)
Come, enjoy Octoberfest!

Monthly Attendance and Revenue Report
as of April 30, 2016

		
		
Monthly Attendance
Monthly Offering
Monthly Offering Budget
Variance

April 2016
(4-week month)

April 2015*
(4-week month)

675
$23,851
$30,247
($6,396)

1006
$ 27,492
$31,173
($3,681)

* Includes Easter

Bring used printer cartridges to the church office for recycling!
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Insert

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Worship- 9:30 am
Prayers for Healing
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm

Father’s Day
Worship- 9:30 am
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm

Worship- 9:30 am
Prayers for Healing
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm

Worship & Congregational
Meeting- 9:30 am
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm

26

19

12

5

Women’s Bible
Study- 6:15 pm

13

6

27

20

Grant’s Partners7 pm

Women’s Bible
Study- 6:15 pm

7

14

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm
28

1

16

29

Men’s Brown Bag Lunch11 am

22

Firm Believers- 9 am

30

23

Firm Believers- 9 am
Bible Study- 9:30 am
Men’s Brown Bag Lunch11 am

DESERT BELLS MUSIC CAMP
JUNE 20-24

15

24

17

0

3

Quilters- 9 am

Quilters- 9 am

Quilters- 9 am

Quilters- 9 am

25

18

11

4

SATURDAY

JUNE 2016

GRAND CANYON

9

2

FRIDAY

SYNOD ASSEMBLY
July Messenger
June 16-17
deadline
Bible Study- 9:30 am
Men’s Brown Bag Lunch- Firm Believers- 9 am
11 am

8

Bible Study- 9:30 am
Firm Believers- 9 am
Men’s Brown Bag Lunch11 am
Elderberries/US Egg11:30 am

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 6-10

CAMPFIRMATION
June 26-July 1

21

Staff Planning Meeting
Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm
Preschool Board- 6 pm
Church Council- 7 p

ACTIVITY CAMP
June 13-16

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm

THURSDAY

Youth return from NaFirm Believers- 9 am
vajo Lutheran Mission
Trip
Bible Study- 9:30 am
Men’s Brown Bag Lunch11 am

WEDNESDAY

				

Survivors of Suicide, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. Room 11/12

AA meets nightly, 5:30-6:30 p.m. in Room 11/12

SUNDAY

