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500

T his year the world celebrates 
the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation. Specifically, 
we circle back to a moment 

that proved to be a spark that 
quickly became a blazing inferno that 
transformed everything it touched. 
A German professor with questions. 
A church that had lost its way. A 
population living in spiritual and 
intellectual oppression. A door. A list 
of 95 points for debate. In 1517, Dr. 
Martin Luther posted his 95 theses 
for the world to see. The theses dealt 
with how people come to terms with 
God — both God’s love and God’s 
judgment. Luther’s belief was that 
God’s judgment (in the law) and 
God’s mercy (in the good news of 
Jesus) could not be bought or earned 
but only received as a gift.  
 Immediately, Luther’s questions 
paved the way for people to reexam-
ine everything about life and love 
and faith. New churches launched, 
new wars were fought and new ideas 
spread throughout Europe. In an ef-
fort to make the Christian faith timely 
and relevant for everybody, Luther 
published the Small Catechism in 
1529. It was intended as a “handbook 
for the Christian household” and 
has provided countless people with 
life-giving insights into how to love 
God and our neighbors. It is a teach-
ing tool accessible to everyone who 
seeks to know God better
 The Small Catechism is both 
surprisingly simple and deeply 
complex. It covers some of the pillars 
of the Christian faith: The Ten Com-

mandments, the Apostle’s Creed, 
The Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism and 
Holy Communion. It also includes 
morning and evening prayers, 
blessings for mealtime, individual 
confession and forgiveness and even 
a section on how to teach the Bible 
to children. In our modern Lutheran 
church, we have almost exclusively 
relegated the use of the Small Cate-
chism to confirmation classes. This 
is a good start. As teenagers begin 
to discover who they are, the Small 
Catechism lays out a pathway for life 
as a child of God. However, many of 
us do not begin asking life’s deep-
est questions until we have lived 
through the ups and downs of life.
 As we celebrate 500 years of the 
Reformation this fall, we have the 
opportunity to return to our roots by 
returning to the Small Catechism. In 
September, we will be handing out a 
copy to every Prince of Peace family. 
I will preach a sermon series on the 
Ten Commandments (September and 
October) and the Apostle’s Creed 

(November) to empower all of us to 
talk about our faith with confidence 
and grace. We will be launching new 
service and faith groups to enrich the 
life of our community.  
 In the spirit of the Reformation, 
we will be seeking new ways to 
translate the faith to people who 
know little to nothing about Jesus, let 
alone the Lutheran Church. One of 
my favorites is the “Luther League,”  
a fantasy football ministry mixed 
with daily devotions and prayer 
(See page 4). Luther believed that 
the church should adapt elements of 
popular culture to reach people with 
the good news of Jesus. He used beer 
hall songs to praise God. We will use 
fantasy football as a delivery system 
for God’s word.  
 As the summer gets hotter, so does 
my excitement about what God will 
do next at Prince of Peace and in the 
lives of everyone reading this. May 
God bless you and keep you.
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Healing Prayers Around the Altar
July 9 and 23
Are you suffering in body, mind or spirit? Is someone in your life facing 
a difficult situation or challenge? Prince of Peace offers healing prayer at 
the altar directly following the worship service on designated Sundays. 
We believe God brings healing to all who seek it. In the past nine months, 
we have seen some remarkable answers to the prayers we have offered. Be 
bold and take a risk. Come to healing prayer!

The Recent Survey Says…
 A big thank you to everyone who responded to the recent congregation 
survey. There were 51 responses. A complete compilation of the survey results 
is available on the church website (popphoenix.org). However, here are the big 
takeaways. 
 The congregational acceptance of volunteers to perform visitations ranges 
from 78 percent in homes to 58 percent in hospice situations. Approximately 50 
percent expects a pastor to visit at least every other time. Only 20 percent of the 
survey respondents had used visitation services in 2016.
 When a substitute pastor is needed for Sunday services, 69 percent prefers 
variety versus 31 percent for a permanent substitute. For a Bible study, 83 per-
cent would accept a lay teacher.
 Based on the survey results, plus other factors, the Council decided to post-
pone filling the second pastor position. The topic will be revisited in October 
after there has been an opportunity to experience the various alternative means 
of providing services. 

 submitted by Jack Ranby

2017 Grand Canyon Synod Assembly
Brief Recap by Pastor Rick Sherrill

 On June 9-10, 2017, voting mem-
bers from across our synod (Ar-
izona, Southern Nevada and 
St. George, Utah) gathered 
in assembly at Love of Christ 
Lutheran Church in Mesa. 
The theme was “Hearing the 
Call to Lead.” We heard from 
four seminarians who told us their 
call stories and their hopes for the 
future of the ELCA. Bishop Steve Tal-
mage challenged us to be “talent scouts” 
for the next generation of pastors and 
church leaders. This was also Bishop 
Talmage’s final assembly as bishop. Our 
new interim bishop, Rev. Lowell Almen, 
begins his work in July. He will preside 
over the synod until the next assembly 

in 2018 when voting members will 
elect a new bishop.  

        Information was present-
ed about the bishop election 
process and how congrega-
tions will be asked to give 
input on both the synod 

profile (who we are and who 
we want to be) and who God  

might be calling to be our next 
bishop.  
 Over the course of the two days, 
we greeted old friends and made new 
ones, we worshiped together, consid-
ered new business and passed a new 
budget. All in all, it was one of the best 
synod assemblies of which I have been 
a part.



Sunday Worship

Worship Schedule

Worship, 9:30 a.m.

July 2
4th Sunday after Pentecost 

Romans 6:12-23 
Matthew 10:40-42 

“The Reward for Hospitality” 
Pastor Mary Louise French, preaching

July 9
5th Sunday after Pentecost 

Romans 7:15-25a 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

“Easy Burdens?” 
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching

July 16
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Romans 8:1-11 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

“Seeds and Soils and Sowers, Oh My!”
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching

July 23
7th Sunday after Pentecost 

Romans 8:12-25  
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

“Weeds” 
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching

July 30
8th Sunday after Pentecost 

Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

“Little Dot, Big Difference” 
Pastor Paul Nelson, preaching
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Christmas in July
Sunday, July 23
 As the summer drags on, perhaps you crave both milder temperatures and 
the sights and sounds of Christmas. On Sunday, July 23 (5 months and 2 days 
before Christmas!), we will celebrate Christmas in July in our 9:30 a.m. worship 
service with the singing of Christmas carols, a Christmas message and much 
more. We will also host a toy drive for Phoenix Children’s Hospital. Please bring 
your unwrapped toys to the altar that morning as we celebrate God’s gift of love 
by giving to children in need.  

Toy Guidelines: Please make sure that all toys are new (because of infection 
control) and paints and glues are non-toxic. Please do not donate play guns or 
war toys, latex balloons, scary action figures, candy, gum or other food.

Here are a few suggested toys: 
For more extensive lists, go to www.phoenixchildrens.org and check under the 
“ways to help“ heading.

Infants
•	 Infant	rattles/teething	toys
•	 Crib	mobiles	
•	 Musical	and	light-up	toys
•	 Crib	aquariums/sound	machines

Toddlers
•	 Pop-up	toys
•	 Musical	and	light-up	toys
•	 Musical/talking	play	phones
•	 Books	(touch	&	feel,	pop-up,	musical)

Preschool Age
•	 Hot	Wheels	and	Matchbox	cars	and	trucks
•	 DVD	movies	(newer	releases,	G	and	PG	rated)
•	 Thomas	the	Train	toys
•	 My	Little	Pony	toys

School Age
•	 Small	Lego	sets	(Star	Wars,	Transformers,	Bionical's,	sets	250+ pieces, etc.) 
•	 Action	Figures	(Superheroes:	Spiderman,	Batman,	Superman,	Avenger	 
 Characters)
•	 Black	velvet	fuzzy	posters	
•	 Kinetic	Sand

Adolescents/Teens
•	 iTunes	or	Google	Play	gift	cards
•	 Gift	cards	in	lower	price	ranges	(Target,	Walmart,	Best	Buy,	Starbucks,	etc.)	
•	 Video	games:	XBox	1,	PS4,	XBox	360,	Wii	(Rated	E	+10	and	below)	
•	 Playing	and	UNO	cards
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   Did you know that 
the Arcadia Music 
Academy offers piano, 

violin, guitar, viola, 
cello, and voice lessons 
for people of all ages? 

Call Maria or Keri at the 
church office, 480.945.9537 
to register, or e-mail ama@
popphoenix.org for more 

information!

Pastor Rick’s Open 
Office Hours 
Tuesdays,  
    10 a.m. to noon 
Thursdays, 1-3 p.m.
Stop by for a bottle of water and 
relaxed conversation about anything 
under the sun. Your pastor would 
love to get to know you better. If you 
would like to meet at another date/
time, please contact Pastor Rick to 
make an appointment (pastorrick@
popphoenix.org) or call the church 
office.

Summer Hiatus
Theology Pub and Wednesday Bible 
Study are taking the summer off and 
will resume in September 2017.

Every Body  
Matters — YOGA
The Welch-Rowlands are offer-
ing a fitness class for mind, body 
and faith with a yoga session and 
time for devotions. We will meet 
the following Wednesdays: 7/12, 
7/26, 8/9, & 8/23 at 5:30 p.m. in 
Room 17. Please contact Dena  
or Greg Rowland, 480.907.5941 or 
the church office for more infor-
mation.

Coming this fall 
 Christ–centered study designed for women who are uprooted by a 
move or other life change. Through Biblical teaching and personal support 
this study prepares, encourages and equips a woman to let go of the past, 
rebuild hope, and embrace her new life.   
 Invite someone who has just moved here. Begins Tuesday, August 22, 
9:30–11:30 a.m. 
 Contact Janet DeJonge (janlde76@gmail.com, 763.513.7243 or Nancy  
Stevens (nancy.stevens@cox.net, 602.418.6963).

The Luther League
Fantasy Football Ministry for Saints and Sinners

 Pastor Rick Sherrill invites 
you to be a part of some-
thing new, unique and 
wonderfully hard-hit-
ting. As we celebrate 
the 500th Anniversary 
of the Lutheran Refor-
mation, we follow in the 
footsteps of Dr. Martin 
Luther by discovering new ways to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus, 
using one of the most popular aspects 
of current culture. For Luther, it was 
turning beer hall songs into hymns. 
For us, it is fantasy football.  
 We are creating “The Luther 
League” using the fantasy football 
platform on ESPN.com. Each partici-
pant will have the opportunity to do 
all the things they love about fantasy 
football: draft a team, make trades, 
follow their players throughout the 
week and engage in good-natured 
banter with weekly opponents. How-
ever, we are also offering a couple of 
twists. We will be sending out daily 
devotions to all participants, praying 
for each member of the league each 
day and coming together every other 
Monday night for football, a beverage 
and conversation. Plus, the Luther 
League will be filled with the people 

you worship alongside each 
week. Think of it — you 

will have something 
awesome to talk about 
at coffee hour!
 Does this sound like 
something you might 
be interested in? If so, 
here’s how you get 

started:
 1. Create an ESPN account.
 2. E-mail Pastor Rick (pastorrick@

popphoenix.org) to let him 
know you want in. He will send 
you “The Luther League” invi-
tation link so you can join the 
league and set up your team.

 3. Sign the Luther League player 
“contract” stating that you will 
be nice, be active, have fun and 
refrain from listening to Justin 
Bieber during the season (avail-
able soon).

 4. Details on the Monday Night 
gatherings will be available in 
August.

 5.  Live online drafts will be held 
in late Augus.

 Meet new friends, have fun and 
learn about Jesus. Join the Luther 
League today!



 We all have moments in our lives 
when we need to know that someone 
cares and that we are not alone. For 
those who are homebound, experienc-
ing grief or recovering from surgery, 
this need can become overwhelming. 
For many centuries, followers of Jesus 
have opened their hearts to care for 
those who need a kind word, a listen-
ing ear and a prayer of encouragement.  
In fact, the church is at its best when 
we make compassion our calling card.
 We are actively seeking a group of 
compassionate people to perform care 
visits on behalf of Prince of Peace on 
an ongoing basis. Pastor Rick will pro-
vide an orientation, a job description 
and a brief training. We will meet once 
a month to make assignments, discuss 
challenges and encourage one another. 
Each care visitor will have the oppor-

Compassion Central
Prince of Peace’s New Visitation and Care Ministry

tunity to make two visits per month. 
Add it all together and the time com-
mitment is 3-4 hours per month.
 You do not need high-level train-
ing to be a care visitor. If you have 
patience, the ability to listen, the con-
fidence to pray and a compassionate 
heart, please consider joining this new 
ministry. In some cases, care visitors 
may have the opportunity to deliver 
Holy Communion to those who can-
not attend worship. For more infor-
mation or to sign up, please contact 
Pastor Rick.
 Our first Compassion Central 
meeting will be Monday, August 14 
from 6-7 p.m. in the choir room.

Annual Fall  
Bazaar Planned
 The annual Prince of Peace 
Bazaar will be back again this fall, 
scheduled for Saturday, October 
21. Please let Carol Kauffman, 
602.277.4769, know if you are able 
to help with the set-up, publicity, 
signage or if you want to rent a 
table.
 This is another great way to 
introduce your friends, family and 
neighbors to our church.  
 More information will follow 
but mark this on your calendar 
and help spread the word!

Dear Prince of Peace,
       My sincere thank you for 
the cards, calls, prayers and 

support during the recent 
death of my son, Devin 

Dahl.
    A special thanks to 
Pastor Rick for assist-

ing me in dedicating Devin to God’s 
heavenly, eternal care.

 Judy Dahl

Summer is a good time to help a 
person in need! Temperatures are 
on the rise and so is the need for 
volunteers at Duet (Partners in 
Health & Aging). Ninety home-
bound adults — mostly elders — 
are waiting for grocery shopping, 
friendly visits and rides to medi-
cal appointments. Being part of a 
“duet of service” is an easy way to 
share, and receive, joy. Sign up for 
a volunteer orientation at www.
duetaz.org or call 602.274.5022.

Respite for grandparents 
raising grandchildren
With school out, many grandpar-
ents raising grandchildren experi-
ence fatigue and financial hardship. 
Duet offers respite by helping pay 
for a portion of registration fees for 
children’s camps and programs. 
Call Duet to learn more.
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Youth, 5th -12th grades, and family
The goal of Prince of Peace’s Youth and Family Ministry is to create space for Christ to work in the lives of all youth and their 

families. The space we focus on is faith formation, community building and service. 

Summer ChILL Schedule:
July 2, July 9 (NO ChILL July 16 or 23) 

Youth Sunday — August 20!
ALL youth who participated in summer trips will lead wor-
ship on Sunday, August 20 and share their experiences with the 
congregation. Keep an eye out for a sign-up genius to sign up for 
specific roles!

2017-2018 Calendar 
Keep an eye out mid-July for the 2017-2018 Youth and Family 
Calendar!  

NEW for 2017-2018
t	 CONNECT is now 4th-6th grades! (Previously 5th and 6th)

 This is a youth group with a focus on basic biblical knowl-
edge and building a core foundation of Christian community. 
We are looking for families to help plan our monthly activi-
ties — please contact Audrey or Angela if you are interested! 
We are excited for a fun year of CONNECT ahead! 

t	 Teen Topic Forums (fall and spring) 

 This year Prince of Peace will host a fall and spring forum 
specifically about topics relevant to teens and their families. 
This will be in partnership with community organizations 
and open to all teens and families in the community (not 
just POP). Topics will include things like planning for the 
future, social media, technology, health and wellness, suicide, 
awareness about human trafficking and other important 
topics. Keep an eye out for more information and dates soon!  
If you are interested in being on the planning teams for these 
forums, please contact Audrey.

Keep In Touch with 
Children, Youth and 
Family Ministry!
Social Media: Instagram (popphoenix) and 
Facebook

E-mail Updates

Email acox@popphoenix to be added to the 
list for Youth and Family Updates!

Taking Faith Home

Weekly resources for you and your fami-
ly to take faith with you wherever you go!  
This awesome resource has service project 
ideas, simple dinner prayers, Bible readings 
and other fun family activities for the week.  
Check them out online at www.popphoenix.
org/childrenyouth.

Kick-off Parties!
t		CONNECT - 4th-6th grades – September 
10, 11-1 p.m.

t		Confirmation and High School Youth 
Group - 7th-12th grade – August 20, 11-1p.m.

View pictures from our summer 
trips on the next page!

Monthly Attendance and Revenue Report 
as of May 31, 2017

  May 2017 May 2016 
  (4-week month) (5-week month)

Monthly Attendance  642 768 
Monthly Offering $34,672 $40,975 
Monthly Offering Budget $25,821 $30,935 
Variance	 $8,851	 $10,040
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Navajo Lutheran Mission trip

Rooted High School Gathering

Rooted High School Gathering

Rooted High School Gathering

Our Young People  
in Action  

This Summer!



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
by Angela Sherrill

Vacation	Bible	School	was	AWESOME!	We	had	47	campers	attend	our	elementary	side	and	150	
attend our preschool side. We spent the week learning how we were made by God and built for 
a purpose. A special thank you to our awesome volunteers: Suzy Steinmetz, Martha Weld, Janet 
DeJonge, Tracy Fish, Kris Kainass, Audrey Cox, Samantha Ayala, Lauren Pineda, Blayke Hammer, 
Madison Sherrill, David Martinez, Angel Rodriguez, Abby Creedon, Jackson Genter and Makayla 
Zubal.

SAVE THE DATE
Prince of Peace Preschool is 
turning 50!  

This is an event to cele-
brate those 21 years and up 
who have been part of this 
incredible ministry. From 
alumni, to parents of alum-
ni, people who have prayed 
for our preschool, teachers, 
former teachers. Tickets go 
on sale August 1.
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Preschool News
by Courteney Greenwell, Assistant Preschool Director
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Summer Camp at Prince of Peace Preschool!
 Our school has been busy with play and learning over the last few 
weeks. We welcomed many families who are new to Prince of Peace and 
our teachers and staff have gone out of their way to make everyone feel at 
home!
	 During	the	first	week	of	camp,	our	kids	participated	in	VBS!	This	
year’s theme was “Maker Fun Factory, Created by God, Built for a Pur-
pose.” Our preschoolers joined the rest of the school-aged children in the 
chapel daily for opening and closing sessions where they learned how 
God created all of us. In classrooms, the teachers led the children through 
VBS	themes,	crafts,	lessons,	and	music!	All	of	the	kids	were	able	to	take	
home	a	couple	of	keepsakes	to	remind	them	of	their	fun	VBS	week!
 The second week of camp continued our Factory theme with a 
S.T.E.A.M.-themed week. The children participated in experimental arts 
and crafts, songs, lessons, and play!    
 On Wednesday, June 21, all of the kids were invited to participate in 
our bouncy water slide day! They definitely had a blast! We also cele-
brated Father’s Day at the end of week 2 with two days of “Donuts with 
Dads”! All of our dads were invited to come and have coffee and break-
fast with their kids before they started their day. Everyone had a great 
time!
 The third and fourth weeks of camp were themed “Polynesian Para-
dise.” The children participated in all kinds of tropical-themed antics! The 
children were taught about different cultures and experienced new music 
and food.  
 We sincerely 
thank the par-
ents for sharing 
their beautiful 
children with us 
and the teachers 
for going above 
and beyond to 
foster a loving 
educational 
environment.
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Roses to…  
F Nancy Hawthorne 
& Tracy Fish Doody 
for serving on Altar 
Guild in June. 

F Prince of Peace’s 
Boy Scout Troop #6 
for awarding their 

199th and 200th Eagle Scout ranks 
— to Zachary Jackson & Chris 
Colton. 

F Lida Spero & Donna Hunt, POP 
Preschool teachers, for being named 
June Teachers We Love. They were 
featured in an article in the Arcadia 
News.

F Ruben Lara, Steve Edgar, Nicole 
Hilden & Pastor Rick for serving 
as adult mentors on summer 2017 
youth trips!

F Janet DeJonge for helping to 
prep food for the Navajo Lutheran 
Mission Trip (even though she had 
no youth on the trip!)

F Nancy & Scott Stevens, Mary 
& Harry Quinsler, Ellen & Verne 
Schoeneman, the Behrens, Elaine 
Zapfel, the Fuchs family, Steve Ed-
gar, the Creedon family, the Good-
mans, the Wooden family and 
everyone else for their donations to 
support the stocking of the Navajo 
Lutheran Mission Food Pantry and 
the donations to support the work 
we did while we were there.
F Oscar Serrato for sharing his 
musical talents with us on June 24. 
(Oscar recently graduated from 
high school and will attend ASU in 
the fall.)

code can determine the speed with 
which a medication is processed. A 
doctor will know when genetic testing 
is required to determine the correct 
dose. 
 Other factors to be considered 
include the dose, how the drug is 
taken, the formulation, and the order 
in which medications are taken. Two 
people taking the same drug may be 
prescribed different doses. Changing 
the dose from the amount prescribed 
should not be done without consult-
ing the prescribing physician. Drugs 
can be administered in different ways. 
The way a drug enters the body —for 
example, if it is taken with or without 
food — can greatly alter the resulting 
effectiveness. The formulation is the 
specific mixture of ingredients the 
drug contains. The formulation can 
determine how the drug acts in the 
body as well as its effectiveness. Some 
drug interactions can be reduced or 
eliminated if two drugs are taken at 
different times. One drug may also 
affect the absorption of another.
 While it is always important to talk 
to your doctor and pharmacist each 
time a new drug is prescribed, the 
patient also has the responsibility to 
inform himself/herself about the drug 
by reading the label on the bottle of an 
over-the-counter medication and the 
insert provided each time a prescrip-
tion is filled. These will provide infor-
mation on the active ingredients and 
purpose of the drug, what the drug 
is used for, and warnings regarding 
precautions, when to talk to a doctor 
or pharmacist, and medical conditions 
that may make the drug unsafe or 
less effective. Also specifically ask if 
certain foods and beverages should be 
avoided and if the drug can be taken 
with other drugs. When in doubt, ask. 
There is an abundance of information 
about possible drug interactions avail-
able on the internet. These sites may 
provide helpful information but it is 
still important to discuss any concerns 
with your doctor or pharmacist. 

Wellness Committee

Risks of Drug Interaction
 by Beth Schneider

 The Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention estimates that 48.7 
percent of Americans used one pre-
scription drug in the past 30 days and 
approximately 21.8 percent of Amer-
icans used three or more. Approxi-
mately 30 new drugs come onto the 
market each year. Why are these facts 
important? Because the numbers indi-
cate that many people may be at risk 
for experiencing a drug interaction.
 Drug interactions are combi-
nations of medications with other 
substances that alter the medication’s 
effect on the body. A drug interac-
tion may result from taking two or 
more prescription medications, from 
taking a prescription medication 
with an over-the-counter medica-
tion or supplement, or from taking a 
prescription medication and eating 
certain foods. Awareness of a possible 
drug interaction is important because 
one can cause medications to be more 
or less potent than intended or can 
result in harmful and unexpected side 
effects. This is why it is essential to 
provide each of your doctors with a 
complete list of all prescription and 
over-the-counter drugs you take as 
well as any herbs, supplements and 
vitamins you are using.
 It is important to understand your 
potential for drug interactions, but 
just because a drug interaction can 
occur, does not mean that it will occur 
in every instance. Personal traits 
such as weight, age, and genetics 
can determine if the drug interaction 
will occur and if so, whether it will 
be harmful. Some drugs, but not all, 
are dosed based on your weight. If 
you experience a substantial weight 
change, inform your doctor so he/
she can determine if the dosage 
needs to be changed. Age may affect 
many things, including how the body 
responds to medication. The kidneys, 
liver, and circulatory system may 
slow down with age which can slow 
the breakdown and removal of drugs 
from the body, which in turn impacts 
the dose. Finally, a particular genetic 

News of Members  
and Friends

Baptisms

 June 11 Gavin Cash Peralta
 June 25 Georgie Hazel Bachelder
Funeral

 June 5 Rudy Lucero
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