M

essenger

A Newsletter of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church & Preschool

D

“Worship vvvv Connect vvvv Serve”

riving south on Highway
191 is a striking reminder that God’s fingerprints
are often best experienced
in the most remote locations. With
the mesas and pinnacles of the high
desert as my companions, I arrived
in the town of Rock Point, AZ. I very
nearly missed it altogether. From the
highway I could see three things that
indicated I was in an official town
on an official map: a water tower, a
Giant gas station/mini-mart, and the
Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission
(NELM).
From May 28 to June 1, I had the
distinct privilege of joining a contingent of our youth and adults on a
cultural immersion trip centered at the
NELM. In past years we would have
titled this a mission trip. While we did
invest two days constructing a traditional sweat lodge and a privacy fence
as part of a Navajo cultural center on
the mission, the main goal of the trip
was to build relationships with the
Navajo people by living and working
alongside them.
God easily makes strangers into
friends, and friends into family, when
we enter into relationships built on
mutual trust AND service. This simply
means that we position ourselves as
both givers and receivers of knowledge, prayer, uplifting words and spiritual nourishment. While we delivered
a trailer filled with needed supplies
to the mission, we took away peace,
acceptance and life lessons from the
people we met.
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Crafting a Partnership
vehicle is located. Life must be
lived with much more patience,
self-reliance and creativity when
basic realities are so far away.
Neighbors help each other — there
is no other way.

Here are three things I learned from
my friends at the NELM:
1) Navajo Time
While the frantic pace of American
culture demands that we “never
waste a minute,” the truth is that
we often become overwhelmed
with our responsibilities (real and
perceived) and sleepwalk through
hours, days and weeks. Survival
becomes the goal and time becomes
our tyrant. The Navajo people live
at a slower pace that allows for
conversation, care, hospitality and
a sense of togetherness to develop.
While things don’t always happen at the exact moment they are
scheduled, most items on the daily
to-do list are accomplished without
overly-amplified stress. The Navajo believe that God works in the
unscheduled moments of life.
2) The Challenge of Being Remote
The nearest hospital is two hours
away. The nearest Walmart is 90
minutes away. If you call 911, your
response time will depend on where
the nearest police/fire/emergency

3) God Has Always Been There
When the first missionaries came
to Rock Point, they discovered that
the Holy Spirit had gone before
them and that many of the Navajo people identified God in their
traditional stories and beliefs. His
was an enlightened view. For many
centuries, Christian missionaries
around the world have trampled
on native beliefs by portraying
Western Christianity as the one
true way of seeing and interacting
with God. This still happens today
between different Christian denominations, ethnic groups, and even
Christian relief organizations. It is
nothing more than a deep-rooted
arrogance. The Navajo believe they
have a critical contribution to Christianity that has been developing
within their culture for centuries.
We have the joyful responsibility to
continue to listen and learn.
Sound interesting? There is so
much more to learn! Prince of Peace is
planning an adult/family trip to the
Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission
in Rock Point in October. Let me know
if you want to sign on.
Peace,

Pastor Rick

Healing Prayers around the Altar
July 3, 17 and 24
Are you suffering in body, mind or spirit? Is someone in your life facing a
difficult situation or challenge? Prince of Peace offers healing prayer at the
altar directly following worship services on designated Sundays. We believe
God brings healing to all who seek it. In the past nine months, we have seen
some remarkable answers to the prayers we have offered. Be bold and take a
risk. Come to healing prayer!
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THE MESSENGER is printed monthly for the
purpose of informing members and friends
of upcoming events, for sharing good news
about our members and for sharing the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ through
word and action.
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God’s Work. Our Hands.

Audrey Cox, Youth & Family Ministry
480.945.9537

Ellers Ending Service As Missionaries

Justin, Kari & Everette Eller
“To be a missionary is complicated to say
the least, but it is also as simple as being a
part of God’s mission, of what God is up to
in the world. Some do this locally, others
in another city, state, or country. God’s
mission is about being a good neighbor to
whomever is in need and our neighbors are
both close and far away.”
[Kari & Justin Eller]

		 After serving for seven years
as missionaries in South America and other countries in Latin
America, Justin & Kari Eller and
their young son Everette have decided to close that chapter of their
lives and return to the United
States.
		 Prince of Peace was blessed
to sponsor the Ellers for nearly
two years and to host them last
summer. Pray for them as they
return home and seek new calls,
and pray for the church in South
America.
		 We have not made a decision
about another missionary sponsorship.
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Mount of Olives Food Closet
Our ministry partners at Mount of Olives do amazing work collecting
and distributing food and other essential items to the poor in our area. As the
summer months set in, donations to food closets/food banks trend down,
creating an opportunity for us to be a special blessing to those in need. This
month you can bring the following nonperishable food items to the church
office or drop them off in the white bin in the narthex. Mount of Olives also
accepts cash donations.
Bags of rice, dried beans, pasta; pop-top canned soup
pop-top canned vegetables, crackers
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Teri Traaen, President; Gail Andrews,
President-Elect; Joy Johnson, Secretary;
Greg Welch-Rowland, Treasurer;
Nancy Stevens, Financial Secretary;
Steve Edgar, Les Holland, Carrie
Goodman, Anita Thorne,
Members-at-Large
Please see the website for
individual staff e-mail addresses.

Sunday Worship
Worship Schedule
Worship, 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, July 24
As the summer drags on, perhaps you crave both milder temperatures and the sights
and sounds of Christmas. On Sunday, July 24 (five months before Christmas Eve!), we
will celebrate Christmas in July during our 9:30 a.m. worship service with the singing
of Christmas carols, a Christmas message and much more. We will also be hosting a
toy drive for Phoenix Children’s Hospital. Please bring your unwrapped toys to the
altar that morning as we celebrate God’s gift of love by giving to children in need.

Toy Guidelines
Please make sure that all toys are new (because of infection control) and paints and
glues are non-toxic. Please do not donate play guns or war toys, latex balloons,
scary action figures, candy, gum or other food.
Here are suggested toys:

Preschool Age
• Hot Wheels and Matchbox cars
• My Little Pony toys
• Thomas the Train toys
• Magna Doodles
• Plastic cars and trucks
• Playdoh and tools
• Duplos
• Lego buckets, Lego sets (small and large) and Lego people
• DVD movies (newer releases, G and PG rated)
• Popular action figures (Dora, Diego, Sponge Bob, Superheroes, Transformers,
Ninja Turtles, etc.)
• Popular dolls (Dora, Diego, Sponge Bob, Superheroes, Mickey Mouse, Hello Kitty)
• Books (interactive, musical, pop-up books, Spanish)

School Age
• Transformers
• Black velvet fuzzy posters
• Etch-a-Sketch
• Sticker Books
• Books (I Spy, chapter books, etc.) • Beading kits
• Paint by number sets
• Remote control cars
• Playdoh and tools
• Knit/Crochet Kits
• Polly Pockets
• Pillow Pets
• Barbies
• American Girl Dolls
• Legos
• DVD movies (newer releases, G and PG rated)
• Small lego sets (Star Wars, Transformers, Bionical's, sets 250+ pieces, etc.)
• Action Figures (Superheroes: Spiderman, Batman, Superman, Avenger Characters)
• DVD movies (newer releases, G and PG rated)
• Craft/Art kits (snap model airplanes, model cars, etc.)

July 3
7th Sunday after Pentecost
Fourth of July Weekend
“The Kingdom of God
Has Come Near”
Galatians 6:7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching
July 10
8th Sunday after Pentecost
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37
Pastor Bob Hutson, guest preacher
July 17
9th Sunday after Pentecost
“The Distraction Game”
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching
July 24
10th Sunday after Pentecost
Colossians 2:6-15
Luke 11:1-13
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching
July 31
11th Sunday after Pentecost
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21
Pastor Paul Nelson, preaching

Copies of "The Word in Season"
for July, August, September
(regular and large print) are
now available from Pastor
Paul or in the church office.

Congregational Meeting/Elections
New Council and Preschool Board members were elected at the June 5 congregational meeting. Welcome and thank you
for agreeing to serve in these positions for the coming year.

Church Council: Teri Traaen, President; Gail Andrews, President-Elect; Greg Welch-Rowland, Treasurer; Joy Johnson,
Secretary; Steve Edgar, member-at-large; Carrie Goodman, member-at-large; Les Holland, member-at-large; Anita
Thorne, member-at-large; Nancy Stevens, Financial Secretary
Preschool Board: Abby Brown, Karen Johnson, Val Kainass, Jim Schmidlin, Karen Wolfinger
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Navajo Lutheran Cultural Immersion Trip!

Twenty youth and adults enjoyed a weekend of Navajo hospitality while delivering food, putting the final coat of mud on
a traditional Navajo sweat lodge, and building a large privacy fence.
We also were honored to have the opportunity to lead worship and even had members of the community join us for our
evening check-in sessions of highs and lows, Bible study and prayers.
Thanks to the many donations from the Prince of Peace congregation, we were able to stock their food pantry and provided 20 bags for women in the community filled with supplies to make fry bread, coffee and cookies for hosting guests.
THANK YOU to
Pastor Rick, Jacque
Hale, Doug Beischel
and Susan Robinson
for being such wonderful adult mentors
on this trip and
helping the students
to see Christ in this
experience. These
adults are AMAZING!

2016-2017 Calendar
Keep an eye out late in July for our 2016-17
Youth and Family Ministry calendar. Things
to get excited about… regular youth group
meetings, serving the homeless in Phoenix
once a month, January retreat, Milestone
Ministry, 5th and 6th grade Youth Group,
Peer Ministry, Mom’s Night Out, Dad’s Night
Out, and other faith family opportunities for
worship, service and fellowship!

A few Save the Dates:
4 7th-12th Grade Youth Group
Kickoff Party and Parent Meeting
August 14, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
4 NEW! 5-6th Grade Youth Group
Kickoff Party and Parent Meeting
August 21, 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
4 CHILL!
Every Sunday morning at 9 a.m., the
youth room will be open with music,
donuts and time to just check in before
church starts. This will start on August 21!
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Children’s Ministry
VBS

Cave Quest was a great week of VBS. We learned how Jesus gives us hope, direction, courage, love and power. We enjoyed
singing songs, playing games, learning Bible stories through Bible Theater, and the kids’ favorite was Imagination Station
where they learned Bible stories through science.

Activity Camp
What a great week of service
projects and water parks! We had
over 40 kids!! We enjoyed packing
meals at Feed My Starving Children where we helped pack 26,352
meals that will feed 72 kids for an
entire year! The kids also enjoyed
riding slides, playing the wave
pools and floating in the lazy rivers. One of our favorite parts was
dipping dots! (below)
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The Greatest Thing about Prince of Peace
by Teri Traaen, Church Council President
With the June 5 congregational
meeting I came into the role of President for the Church Council at Prince
of Peace. This volunteer role is both a
privilege and an honor. I find that as
I have shared this event with friends
and family a common question that I
am asked is, “What is the best thing
about your church?” (or “Why do you
attend that church?”)
This question has prompted me
to stop and really assess what our
church is all about. As a member since
1987, these are the things that I think
make us a great place as a worshiping
community:
1. We know that it is not really about
us as individuals. Rather, we are
here to live out our faith in each
and every action we take and
Prince of Peace is one extraordinary way to do that — through our
place in this neighborhood and in
our greater community at large.
2. We genuinely care about each other and we continually work to get
better at helping and supporting
each other — through all that life

hands us. Even in the most challenging of situations, we each have
a support group and second family
in the members and friends in our
congregation.
3. We are committed to excellence in
the work being done on behalf of
our preschool, and by our staff and
our volunteers. I had the chance
to spend time on campus during
the first week after the congregational meeting. To say that I was
impressed with the intensity of
commitment by all of our key “daily leaders” is a marked understatement. I was in awe of what they
handle on any given day.
4. We embrace the idea that we have
the capacity to do so much more…
even when we feel pressed with
our current responsibilities. And
we realize that our only real limitation is that we have not come up
with the ‘next best’ creative idea
that will move us to an even higher
level of Christian service.
It is an honor to serve and I look
forward to learning from each of you.

Thank You from the Sherrill Family
“Thank you for the incredibly generous housewarming gift for our family. We continue to be overwhelmed by this gift of love and are grateful for the support of our Prince
of Peace family. We are excited to be in our home. The girls love having their own
rooms, Rick loves his backyard projects and Angela loves her kitchen island.”
Love,
Rick, Angela, Madison, and Kaylin

.

Bashas’ & Fry’s Programs
Our rebate from Bashas’ for April was only $6, which was a new record
low for us by a wide margin. We bounced back in May with $74.
When we shop at Bashas’, AJ’s Fine Foods or Food City and pay with a reloadable Bashas’ card linked to Prince of Peace, a rebate of 6 percent is paid to
the church. If you need such a card, please contact me, Les Holland, or Maria
in the church office.
Our quarterly rebate from Fry’s for March through May was $143.
Thank you for supporting Prince of Peace while shopping!!
Steve Crofton, Coordinator, Bashas’ & Fry’s grocery store programs
602.463.7175; sec@slwplc.com
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Roses to…
F Karen Johnson and Jan
Moore for serving on
Altar Guild in June.
F Oscar Serrato for his beautiful
violin solo during worship on June 12.
Oscar will be a senior at Saguaro High
this year.
F Outgoing Church Council and
Preschool Board members who have
completed their terms: Craig Myrmel
and Brad Beebe (Council) and Kay
McCartney and Debbie Nelson
(Preschool Board).
F VBS volunteers: Suzy Steinmetz, Martha Weld, Tracy Fish,
Abby Brown, Kris Kainass, Audrey Cox, Rick Sherrill, Madison
Sherrill, Lara VanderBieschel,
Cristina Mitchell, Lauren Pineda,
Samantha Ayala, Blake Hammer,
Cole Bramini, Ella Canada and
Kay McCartney.
F Activity Camp volunteers:
Blake Hammer, MaKayla Zorbel,
Samantha Ayala, Lauren Pineda,
Madison Sherrill, Carrie Goodman, Stephanie Beebe, Jen Hopper, Trisha Hammer, Audrey Cox
and Nancy Stevens. We could not
have done it without you!!!
F Angela Sherrill for organizing the
fantastic experiences for the kids at
Activity Camp and VBS.

There are more
than 1,500
books in the
Prince of Peace
library. During
the next several months the
library cart in the narthex
will be filled with books that
have never been checked out.
The challenge is to see if we can
change the “never read” to a
“read status.” Check them out
and discover something new and
maybe even exciting.

Summer Camp, Prince of Peace Preschool
Our school has been busy with play
and learning over the last few weeks.
We welcomed many families who are
new to Prince of Peace and our teachers and staff have gone out of their
way to make everyone feel at home!
During the first week of camp, our
kids participated in VBS! This year’s
theme was “Cave Quest — Following
Jesus, the Light of the World.” Our
preschoolers joined the rest of the
school-aged children in the chapel
daily for opening and closing sessions
where they learned how Jesus guides
our lives with love and light. In classrooms, the teachers led the children
through VBS-themed crafts, lessons,
and music! All of the kids were able
to take home a couple of keepsakes to
remind them of their fun VBS week!
The second week of camp continued our cave theme. The children
participated in more cave-themed arts
and crafts, songs, lessons, and play!
On Wednesday, June 15, all of the
kids were invited to participate in
“glow day” in the gym! The windows
were covered and lots of glow sticks
were provided for the children to play
with. At the end of the day, every
child was able to take home a glow
stick necklace or bracelet to keep the
fun going outside of school. They definitely had a blast! We also celebrated
Father’s Day at the end of week 2
with two days of “Donuts with Dads!”
All of our dads were invited to have
coffee and breakfast with their kids
before they started their day. Everyone
had a great time!

The third and fourth weeks of
camp were themed “Wild World of
Animals.” The children participated in all kinds of animal-themed
antics! The children were taught
about the lives of different animals
and were able to create all kinds of
animal-themed crafts. The highlight
of these weeks was when we hosted
a petting zoo on our campus! The
animals were friendly and so happy
to interact with our kids and the children were excited to have a hands-on
learning experience!
On Friday, July 1, we will be having a school-wide Independence Day
parade! The kids will get to wear fun
masks and play some instruments
as they parade around our campus.
Parents are invited to come and watch
their precious children as they celebrate America’s Independence!
We sincerely thank the parents for
sharing their beautiful children with
us and the teachers for going above
and beyond to foster a loving educational environment.
Courteney Greenwell
Assistant Preschool Director

Pastoral Care in
July and August
If you have a pastoral care need in
July, please contact the on-call
pastor listed below:
July 1-24
Pastor Rick (408.472.0529)
July 25-August 7
Pastor Paul (602.740.7187)
August 8-24
Pastor Rick (408.472.0529)
August 25-30
Pastor Paul (602.740.7187)

Octoberfest
Have you considered celebrating
Octoberfest in Germany? You will
have an opportunity to do so with
friends from Prince of Peace as you
venture off, beginning October 10
2016. Pastor Paul will be taking
all who want an adventure in the
land of Luther. In addition to some
wonderful food and beverage you
will be able to see some of the places
that played prominent parts in the
life of Martin Luther as he struggled
to bring reform to the Church. The
journey begins as you land in Frankfurt and ends in Munich on October
20. Please contact Pastor Paul for
more information. (pastorpaul@
popphoenix.org or 602.740.7187)
Come, enjoy Octoberfest!

Monthly Attendance and Revenue Report
as of May 31, 2016

		
		
Monthly Attendance
Monthly Offering
Monthly Offering Budget
Variance
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May 2016
(5-week month)

May 2015
(5-week month)

768
$40,975
$30,935
$10,040

782
$ 30,140
$29,825
$315
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Worship- 9:30 am
Prayers for Healing
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm

Christmas in July
Worship- 9:30 am
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm

Worship- 9:30 am
Prayers for Healing
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm

Worship- 9:30 am
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm

Worship- 9:30 am
Prayers for Healing
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm

SUNDAY

25

24

31

18

Women’s Bible
Study- 6 pm

11

4

17

10

3

Church Office
Closed

MONDAY

27

20

13

7

28

Firm Believers- 9 am

21

Firm Believers- 9 am

14

Firm Believers- 9 am

JULY 2016

Elderberries/US Egg11:30 am

6

Firm Believers- 9 am

THURSDAY

AA meets nightly, 5:30-6:30 p.m. in Room 11/12

26

19

12

5

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

August Messenger
deadline

Survivors of Suicide, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. Room 11/12

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm
Desert Bells Concert

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm
Preschool Board- 6 pm

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm

TUESDAY

29

22

15

8

1

Quilters- 9 am

Quilters- 9 am

Quilters- 9 am

9

2

30

23

16

Quilters- 9 am
Women’s Bible
Study Cookie
Baking- 8-11 am
(All welcome!)

Quilters- 9 am

SATURDAY

