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Freedom for a Purpose

any of us learned the Ten
Commandments in Sunday School or Confirmation classes when we were
much younger than we are
today. They were often presented as a
set of laws to keep us on the straight
and narrow. Do this. Don’t do that.
The pastor who taught my confirmation classes seemed to take great
relish in making God out to be a cross
between a stern judge and Santa — he
knows when you’ve been sleeping, he
knows when you’re awake, he knows
when you’ve been bad or good so
don’t break the Ten Commandments
for goodness sake! More than a few
of us left confirmation frightened of
what God might do to us if we made
a bad choice in life.
I am no longer afraid of God. Instead, I am energized that God’s love
for humanity is encapsulated in the
Ten Commandments. God has given
us a road map to a joy-filled life. By
following the Ten Commandments, we
find overwhelming freedom: from confusion, from burnout, from guilt, from
despair, from broken relationships and
from imprisonment. What a gift!
First a tiny bit of history. God frees
the Israelites from slavery in Egypt
by using Moses as his spokesperson
and truly horrible plagues as his
tool. The Israelites wander around
in the wilderness until they begin to
grumble that God has forgotten them.
The fact is that after generations of
slavery, they don’t know how to live
without strict rules. God delivers
the Ten Commandments to Moses in

order give the Israelites the essential
rules to guide their new lives as free
women and men.
The first lines of Exodus 20 are as
follows:
Then God spoke all these words: I am
the Lord your God, who brought you
out of the house of slavery; you shall
have no other gods before me.
The first thing God does is remind
them of who God is. God is the one
who saved them from a life of hard
work leading to an early death. God
loved them. Fast-forward to 2017 and
this is the same truth we face. God
loves us and has rescued us from sin
through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. The Ten Commandments
flow from the love God has for us.
No other gods? Sometimes we
delude ourselves into thinking this
is the easiest of the ten. We say to
ourselves, “Of course I place God
first. I don’t get caught up in other religions or praying to idols or
nature worship.” Now take it a step
further. What else regularly captures

our attention, our time, our energy,
our money and our minds? So many
things. Human beings can make
almost anything into a god (with a
lower-case g). Our careers. Our bank
accounts. Our hobbies. Our political
stances. Even our children. We sometimes worship these things with total
devotion, forgetting that the God who
loves us is so much bigger and more
powerful than any one of these.
In the Small Catechism Luther
writes about the first commandment,
“We are to fear, love and trust God
above all things.” When our trust is
in God, we are secure. When our trust
is in anything else, we are vulnerable
to disappointment and despair. It is
important to periodically look at our
lives and ask, “What god am I serving today?”
I will begin a sermon series on the
Ten Commandments next month.
Consider this a preview. God bless
and keep you.

Pastor Rick

New Sermon Series Coming
Begins Sunday, September 10
The Ten Commandments — Freedom for a Reason
Join us this fall as we take a fresh look at the Ten Commandments. God has
given us these laws so we can live the best possible lives as individuals and
as a community. We will be using Luther’s Small Catechism as a tool to help
us rediscover that each commandment is a “life accelerator” in 2017.

Celebration of Education
Sunday, August 13
Blessing the Backpacks

Calling all students! We invite you to bring your backpacks to worship and
we will bless them and you as you start another school year.
Blessing of Teachers

Calling all teachers! We invite you to bring yourselves to worship and we
will bless you with special prayers as you start another school year. POP
Preschool teachers will be introduced and commissioned.
A light brunch will follow. Don’t miss this important Sunday.
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Church Council Report
Exciting Updates Regarding the Prince of Peace
Columbarium
by Gail Andrews, Council President
Perhaps many of you didn’t know
that Prince of Peace offers a columbarium on our campus.
Blessedly, D.Kay Harrison has a
desire to improve the existing columbarium and to honor his deceased
loved ones. The improvements will
be made via Harrison’s discretionary
funds and have been approved by
Council as follows:
l. A memorial plaque panel will be
installed on the inside of the existing west wall which has the cross.
This will have one dedication
Harrison plaque and 54 additional
plaques for future use. Plaques are
to be used for remembrance and
honorarium of those passed who
are interned elsewhere. Below the
plaque wall there will be a sacred
earth area which will provide a
place for burial of loved ones' ashes, if desired.
2. A new duplicate niche columbarium will be installed below the
existing one. This will increase the
12 existing niches to a total of 24.
3. A paved masonry ENTRY walkway will be installed with appropriate landscaping to welcome
visitors to the site.

4. Everything included in this improvement will be installed in a
manner to allow for relocation if
it becomes necessary. Estimated
completion after the panel delivery
will be the end of September.
If you aren’t familiar with the
columbarium, please come by the office for a visit any time. Thank you, D.
Kay, for this wonderful and generous
gift of memorial for our church.
Regarding other business, Council
VP of Personnel, Jack Ranby, spent
many hours reviewing the new Arizona Sick Leave Law, effective 1 July
2017, to comply with the minimum
requirements of ARS 23-371 and specifically how it will pertain to church
and preschool staff. At a duty-called
meeting of the Executive Committee
on July 17, 2017, with a quorum attending, a motion to adopt the revised
personal leave and sick time policy
was made, seconded and passed by at
least a majority vote. Thank you, Jack,
for your time, research and consideration of our various staff needs in
having drafted the motion.
Council recessed for July and will
reconvene Thursday, August 17.

Page 2

Angela Sherrill
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
480.945.9537
Lynne McGinley
Music Worship Leader
480.945.2958
Dr. Allen Quie
Organist/Choir Accompanist
480.503.1018
Jonathan Crissman, Musician
Kay Cook, Handbell Director
tcook@desertbells.org
Keri Herding, Accountant
480.945.9537
Maria Renovato, Office Manager
480.945.9537
Marge Mayes, Messenger Editor
602.840.7715, mtmayes@cox.net
Herman Vergara, Custodian
480.945.9537
Nicole Hilden, Preschool Director
480.947.5645
CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Gail Andrews, President
Gwen Jacobs, President-Elect
Jack Ranby, Vice President/Personnel
Anita Thorne, Secretary
Les Holland, Treasurer
Nancy Stevens, Financial Secretary
Steve Edgar, Carrie Goodman
Marilyn Schmidlin, Dinky Snell,
Martha Weld, Karen Wolfinger
Members-at-Large
Please see the website for
individual staff e-mail addresses.

The Luther League
Fantasy Football Ministry for Saints and Sinners
Pastor Rick Sherrill invites
you to be a part of something new, unique and
wonderfully hard-hitting. As we celebrate
the 500th Anniversary
of the Lutheran Reformation, we follow in the
footsteps of Dr. Martin
Luther by discovering new ways to
proclaim the good news of Jesus,
using one of the most popular aspects
of current culture. For Luther, it was
turning beer hall songs into hymns.
For us, it is fantasy football.
We are creating “The Luther
League” using the fantasy football
platform on ESPN.com. Each participant will have the opportunity to do
all the things they love about fantasy
football: draft a team, make trades,
follow their players throughout the
week and engage in good-natured
banter with weekly opponents. However, we are also offering a couple of
twists. We will be sending out daily
devotions to all participants, praying
for each member of the league each
day and coming together every other
Monday night for football, a beverage
and conversation. Plus, the Luther
League will be filled with the people

.

Sunday Worship

you worship alongside each
week. Think of it — you
will have something
awesome to talk about
at coffee hour!
Does this sound like
something you might
be interested in? If so,
here’s how you get
started:
1. Create an ESPN account.
2. E-mail Pastor Rick (pastorrick@
popphoenix.org) to let him know you
want in. He will send you “The Luther League” invitation link so you
can join the league and set up your
team.
3. Sign the Luther League player
“contract” stating that you will be
nice, be active, have fun and refrain
from listening to Justin Bieber during
the season (available soon).
4. Details on the Monday Night
gatherings will be available in August.
5. Live online drafts will be held in
late August.
Meet new friends, have fun and
learn about Jesus. Join the Luther
League today.

Bashas’ & Fry’s Programs
Our quarterly rebate from Fry’s for March-May was $87. During May and
June we earned $83 and $19, respectively, from shopping at the Bashas' family
of stores, including AJ's Fine Foods and Food City.

Good News!
Fry’s has eliminated the requirement that participants in its program reenroll each year. When the current enrollments expire on August 31, 2017,
they will automatically be renewed for the following 12 months.
If you need a Bashas' Community Support card that is linked to Prince
of Peace, please contact me. If your Fry’s VIP account is not linked to our
church, you can enroll at any time. For instructions, go to www.popphoenix.
org and in the Serving tab dropdown menu, click on Grocery Store Rebates.
Thank you for supporting our church's ministries while you shop.
Steve Crofton
Coordinator, Bashas’ & Fry’s grocery store programs
602.463.7175; sec@slwplc.com
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Worship Schedule
Worship, 9:30 a.m.
August 6
9th Sunday after Pentecost
Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42
Pastor Paul Nelson, preaching
August 13
10th Sunday after Pentecost
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching
August 20
Youth Sunday
11th Sunday after Pentecost
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching
August 27
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Pastor Paul Nelson, preaching

.

Pastor Rick’s Open
Office Hours
Tuesdays,
10 a.m. to noon
Thursdays, 1-3 p.m.
Stop by for a bottle of water and
relaxed conversation about anything
under the sun. Your pastor would
love to get to know you better. If you
would like to meet at another date/
time, please contact Pastor Rick to
make an appointment (pastorrick@
popphoenix.org) or call the church
office.

Compassion Central
Prince of Peace’s New Visitation and Care Ministry
We all have moments in our
lives when we need to know
that someone cares and that
we are not alone. For those
who are homebound, experiencing grief or recovering from
surgery, this need can become
overwhelming. For many centuries, followers of Jesus have opened
their hearts to care for those who need
a kind word, a listening ear and a prayer
of encouragement. In fact, the church is
at its best when we make compassion
our calling card.
We are actively seeking a group of
compassionate people to perform care
visits on behalf of Prince of Peace on
an ongoing basis. Pastor Rick will provide an orientation, a job description
and a brief training. We will meet once
a month to make assignments, discuss

challenges and encourage one
another. Each care visitor
will have the opportunity to make two visits per
month. Add it all together
and the time commitment is
3-4 hours per month.
You do not need high-level
training to be a care visitor. If you
have patience, the ability to listen,
the confidence to pray and a compassionate heart, please consider joining
this new ministry. In some cases, care
visitors may have the opportunity to
deliver Holy Communion to those
who cannot attend worship. For more
information or to sign up, please
contact Pastor Rick.
Our first Compassion Central
meeting will be Monday, August 14
from 6-7 p.m. in the choir room.

Women’s Bible
Study
Beginning September 11, the Monday
Women's Bible Study will offer an
eight-week in-depth study of Romans.
The class is open to the entire congregation and will be led by Pastor Rick!!
Meet in the choir room at 6:30 p.m. for
an eight week time period.

Every Body
Matters — YOGA
The Welch-Rowlands are offering a fitness class for mind, body
and faith with a yoga session and
time for devotions. We will meet
the following Wednesdays: 8/9
& 8/23 at 5:30 p.m. in Room 17.
Please contact Dena or Greg Rowland, 480.907.5941 or the church
office for more information.

Roses to…

Begins Tuesday, August 22
Do you know someone who is new to the area and needs to connect?
Invite them to this Christ–centered study designed for women who are
uprooted by a move or other life change. Through Biblical teaching and
personal support this study prepares, encourages and equips a woman to
let go of the past, rebuild hope, and embrace her new life. Begins Tuesday,
August 22, 9:30–11:30 a.m. It's not too late to join even after the class starts
— start anytime!
Contact Janet DeJonge (janlde76@gmail.com, 763.513.7243 or Nancy
Stevens (nancy.stevens@cox.net, 602.418.6963).

Healing Prayers Around the Altar
August 6 & 20
Are you suffering in body, mind or spirit? Is someone in your life facing
a difficult situation or challenge? Prince of Peace offers healing prayer at
the altar directly following the worship service on designated Sundays.
We believe God brings healing to all who seek it. In the past nine months,
we have seen some remarkable answers to the prayers we have offered. Be
bold and take a risk. Come to healing prayer!
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F Anita Thorne for
serving on Altar
Guild in July.
F Nancy Stevens &
Kaylin Sherrill for delivering the Christmas in July donations
to Phx Children’s Hospital.
F Greg & Dena Welch-Rowland for
leading Yoga this summer.
F everyone who helped with summer
coffee hours.

Children’s
August/September
Schedule
Sunday, August 13
Blessing of the backpacks. Bring
your backpack to get blessed for
the coming year.
Sunday, September 10
Sunday School Kickoff
9:30 a.m.

Annual Fall
Bazaar Planned
The annual Prince of Peace
Bazaar will be back again this fall,
scheduled for Saturday, October
21. Please let Carol Kauffman,
602.277.4769, know if you are able
to help with the setup, publicity,
signage or if you want to rent a
table.
This is another great way to
introduce your friends, family and
neighbors to our church.
More information will follow,
but mark this on your calendar
and help spread the word!

Used Book Sale
Bring books for the Bazaar’s Book
Sale to the church office or leave
them in the narthex.

POP Membership Directories
Prince of Peace membership
directories are available for
pickup in the church office.
Please stop by the desk for
details.

Sew and Tie Resumes September 8
Come join the Sew and Tie Quilters as we begin another year of creating useful, beautiful quilts for people in need. Starting September 8, we will meet every
Friday morning in room 14 at approximately 9 a.m. and work for two to three
hours. While we work, we also have time for friendship, fellowship, and sharing
of coffee, tea and other refreshments.
Using donations of sheets and fabric remnants and scraps, we create quilts
which are sewn, filled, and then tied to hold the layers together (hence our name,
Sew and Tie). After completion, the quilts are given to people in need, most of
them locally through Interfaith Cooperative Ministries. This past year we made
over 180 quilts, surpassing the previous year by over 20!
Don’t be intimidated by our name. You don’t have to know how to sew to be
part of our group. We especially need people who can tie knots. Please join us for
this worthwhile activity.

You can help with fabric & used sheet donations!
Your donations of gently-used sheets and fabric remnants are always appreciated. Just label them for “Sew and Tie” and leave at the church office or in room
14. Contact Esther Wiebke (480.994.1274) or Suzy Steinmetz (480.332.8754) for
more information.

Dorcas Circle Meets Again September 11
Dorcas Circle will resume its monthly meetings on September 11. They meet
from September 2017 through May 2018. All women are invited to join us on the
second Monday of each month at 1 p.m. in room 14. Join us on September 11 for
Bible study, prayers, fellowship and dessert! If you have questions, please call or
message Suzy Steinmetz, 480.332.8754.

Monthly Attendance and Revenue Report
as of June 30, 2017

		
		
Monthly Attendance
Monthly Offering
Monthly Offering Budget
Variance

June 2017
(4-week month)

June 2016
(4-week month)

525
$31,040
$35,270
($4,230)

505
$36,614
$37,835
($3,221)

Bell Camp
To close out a successful Bell Camp in July, the six ringers,
led by Kay Cook, showcased what they had learned and
presented a brief concert. It was a great week, enjoyed by
all!
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Children, Youth and Family 2017-2018 Ministry Calendar
Sunday School
Age 4-6th Grade

CONNECT

Ch.i.L.L.

9:45-10:30 a.m.
(after children’s message to the end of worship)
EVERY SUNDAY!
Special Sundays:
September 10, Sunday School Kickoff
October 15, Christmas Program Rehearsals Begin
December 17, Christmas Program
May 20, Children’s Sunday
Sundays without Sunday School:
November 26, December 14 & 31, January 7

4-6th Grade Youth Group
10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
September 10, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Kickoff Party & Parent Meeting
October 1
November 5
December 3
January 7, New Year’s Party
February 11
March 4
April 8
May 6

(Church is Living Love)
6th-12th Grade
9-9:30 a.m. EVERY SUNDAY
(Youth Room)
Check-in, prayer & donuts!

Confirmation

Parents

7th-8th Grade
12:15 - 3 p.m.
September 10, 1-3 p.m.
Kickoff Party & Parent Meeting
September 24
October 1
October 29, Confirmation Sunday
November 5 & 19
December 3 & 17
January 7, New Year’s Party
January 21
January 27-29, Winter Retreat
February 11 & 25
March 4
April 8 & 22
May 6

Mom’s Night Out, 6-7:30 p.m. (Postino/Highland)
Tuesday, August 22
Monday, October 23
Tuesday, January 23
Monday, March 19
Tuesday, May 8
Dad’s Night Out, 6-7:30 p.m. (O.H.S.O.)
Monday, August 14
Tuesday, October 17
Monday, January 29
Tuesday, March 27
Monday, May 14

Milestone Ministry
Blessing of the Backpacks, August 13
Start of Kindergarten, August 13
4th & 5th Grade Bibles, September 10
Confirmation, October 29
Driver’s License, January 21
First Communion, April 29 (class)
May 13 (First Communion Milestone)
Baptismal Birthdays, May 20
Graduation, June 3

Family Events
Youth Sunday (7th - 12th grade)
August 20
Trunk or Treat
October 27, 5 p.m.
Family Christmas Event
December 17
Preschool Ice Cream Social
February 24
Packathon
March 18
Street Fair
April 14, 4-7 p.m.

High School Youth
Group
10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
August 20, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Kickoff Party & Parent Meeting
September 24
October 22
November 19
January 7, New Year’s Party
January 27-29, Winter Retreat
February 25
March 25
April 22

Youth Worship Leaders
4-12th Grade
Youth Worship Leaders help to lead
worship on Sunday mornings with
candle lighting, offering distribution,
communion serving, prayers and sending “Go in Peace!”
Are you a NEW Youth Worship Leader?
Training is Sunday, August 13
at 8:15 a.m. in the sanctuary.

Stay Connected to PoP
For more information on Children and Family Ministry, contact Angela at angela@popphoenix.org or 480.945.9527
For more information on Youth and Family Ministry, contact Audrey at acox@popphoenix.org or 480.945.9537
LIKE the Prince of Peace Facebook page! popphoenixaz
FOLLOW PoP on Instagram! popphoenix
VISIT the Prince of Peace website! www.popphoenix.org
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Preschool Summer Camp News
by Courteney Greenwell, Assistant Preschool Director
What a wonderful summer we have had! July camp began with the theme,
“America and Friends!” Children had red, white and blue fun incorporated
through art, music and their snacks. We even had a fun patriotic parade around
the campus and through the church office on Monday, July 3! On Thursday, July 6, the
Great AZ Puppet Theater came to visit with a performance of The Little Red Hen.
During Week 6 of camp, we explored the cultures of other countries with each class
taking on a different country. The week ended with a combined
multi-cultural feast! On Tuesday, Carter’s Farm brought in a wonderful petting zoo! The children were overjoyed to see and experience the animals.
The final two weeks were themed “Fine Arts Festival.” Each
child was led in creating a one-of-a-kind piece of artwork.
These creations were put on display in our “art gallery” on
Thursday and Friday, July 20 and 21, for all the parents to see.
Our Art Show was a huge success! The children were so proud
of their creations.

Summer camp has been a great
success! We met many new families
and had many of our POP families
join us as well. We are so honored
that we were chosen to care for and
educate these young people.

Katie Wunch Memorial
Scholarship Fund
As school begins in August, we often have
requests for tuition assistance. The Katie Wunch
Memorial Scholarship Fund provides short-term tuition assistance to preschool families who are going
through financial difficulties. The scholarship fund
is a tremendous blessing to families and allows
children to continue to attend preschool while the
family goes through difficult economic months. The
scholarship account is funded through individual
donors and fundraising events. If you would like to
contribute toward this fund or sponsor a family for
a few months, please designate your check to the
“Katie Wunch Memorial Scholarship Fund.” Thank
you!

Book Fair
The Preschool will hold its annual Book Fair August 28
through September 1 in room 13/14. There will be books for
ages 1-8 (approximately) that cover a wide variety of subjects.
There will also be some non-book items for purchase such as
puppets, games, toys, etc. Profits will benefit the preschool
and go directly back into the classrooms for purchase of books
and other educational materials.
Hours have not yet been determined but call the church
office (480.945.9537) or preschool office (480.947.5645) for
hours when you can shop. All profits will go to the Preschool.
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MONDAY

6

13

27

Worship- 9:30 am
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am

20

Worship- 9:30 am
Prayers for Healing
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am

Youth Sunday

NEW Youth Worship Leader
Training- 8:15 am
Worship/Preschool Teacher
Blessing & Blessing of the
Backpacks- 9:30 am
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am

Worship- 9:30 am
Prayers for Healing
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am

7

28

Preschool Book
Fair
Boy Scout
Troop #6- 7 pm

21

Women’s Bible
Study- 6 pm
Boy Scout
Troop #6- 7 pm

14

Boy Scout
Troop #6- 7 pm
Compassion Central- 6 pm
Dad’s Night Out6 pm

Women’s Bible
Study- 6 pm
Boy Scout
Troop #6- 7 pm

22

15

8

29

Preschool Book Fair
Boy Scout Troop #6- 7 pm
Firm Believers- 9 am
After the Boxes are
Unpacked Bible Study9:30 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm

Firm Believers- 9 am
After the Boxes are
Unpacked Bible Study9:30 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm
Mom’s Night Out- 6 pm

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm

September Messenger
deadline

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm

1

2

23

16

9

30

Preschool Book Fair
Preschool Parent Night6:30 pm

Every Body Matters
Yoga- 5:30 pm

1st Day of Preschool
Staff Meeting- 9:30 am
Elderberries/US Egg11:30 am
Every Body Matters
Yoga- 5:30 pm

24

31

Preschool Book Fair
Firm Believers- 9 am

Firm Believers- 9 am

17

Firm Believers- 9 am
Church Council- 6 pm

10

Firm Believers- 9 am

3

4

25

18

11

Preschool/Daycare
Closed

Preschool/Daycare
Closed
Firm Believers- 9 am

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

HANDBELL EXPEDITION
August 2-5

WEDNESDAY

Preschool/Daycare Closed Preschool/Daycare
Closed
Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm

TUESDAY

			

Survivors of Suicide, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays
7-9 p.m. Room 11/12

AA meets nightly, 5:30-6:30 p.m., Room 11/12

AUGUST 2017

SUNDAY

Quilters- 9 am

Quilters- 9 am

Quilters- 9 am

5

26

19

12

Quilters- 9 am

SATURDAY

