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ike many of you, I have grown
increasingly disturbed by the
mechanics and tone of the ongoing presidential campaign in
our country. Each day seems to dawn
with a war of words, fiery accusations,
hateful gossip and a sustained effort to
inflame our fear of just about everything. Politicians, political operatives,
media pundits and many ordinary
citizens from all political parties and all
walks of life seem to have been swept
up in a monsoon of bad behavior.
Watching the presidential campaign
unfold is akin to watching a kindergarten playground where the teachers
are absent, thereby allowing bullies to
unleash havoc unchecked. It is more
than surreal; it is dispiriting.
As a pastor, I work hard to teach and
continually encourage the people in my
care to live their lives as followers of Jesus. For me, it all comes down to basics.
Love God. Love others. Treat others as
you want to be treated. Look at everyone as a child of God. Care for strangers, widows, orphans and anyone else
who is marginalized or suffering. Pray
for everyone, especially your enemies.
Be thankful in all circumstances. Trust
that God is for us and not against us.
Do not be afraid. Forgive one another.
As a parent, I desperately want
my children to take these lessons and
incorporate them into their daily lives
and interactions. I encourage them
to treat others with respect, to look
for the good in people and to refrain
from name-calling, stereotyping and
the abuse of power. I have also taught
them how to respond with grace when
someone wrongs them and to protect
themselves from bullies. The world can
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be a dangerous place, both physically
and emotionally, and I want them to
have confidence in standing up for
themselves.
The behavior of those grabbing
headlines in the ongoing presidential campaign runs counter to almost
everything Jesus teaches us about life,
love and most especially grace. While
I actively attempt to shield my children from the worst of it, I have begun
to show them video clips of political
speeches as an example of what not to
do, say or think. In many instances, our
presumptive national leaders have become negative examples of how to live.
As I have pondered how to respond,
both as a Christian and a citizen, I
continue to return to the basic tenets
laid out by Jesus. I believe that we need
to rise above the angry, fearful and
divisive tone that has become the norm
on the campaign trail and do two very
simple yet difficult things:
1) PRAY(Matthew 5:44). If you are a
Democrat, pray specifically for Donald
Trump and those who surround him. If
you are a Republican, pray specifically
for Hillary Clinton and those who surround her. If you are an independent,
pray for both of them! Pray that they
will be safe, that they will be positive,
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that they will be infused with wisdom
and that they will have tender hearts.
I believe that Jesus taught us to pray
for our enemies because that forces us
to see our enemies as real people who
are loved by God. We can and will begin to dispel much of the hatred inside
us if we do this.
2) DO NOT FEAR (All over the
Gospels). In the four Gospels, Jesus
says a version of the phrase “Fear not”
21 times. It is the number one most repeated imperative in the entire Bible.
There is no way around this; we must
take this seriously. A fearful life is a
limited life. When we are afraid we
become myopic and do not treat others as we want to be treated. One of
the best ways to rise above the current
fear-based climate is to continually
remind yourself that the creator of the
universe is with you every moment.
The world will still be a dangerous
place but you will walk through the
world differently. Let “do not fear”
become your often-repeated mantra.
We can rise above the sinful storm
blowing through our nation. It all
starts with remembering who we
really are. First and foremost, we are
not Republicans, Democrats, Libertarians or Independents. We are more
than our jobs, our backgrounds or the
money we have in the bank. We are
children of God, loved by the Savior
and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
And so is anyone who stands across
any aisle, any national boundary or
any dividing line ever devised.
Peace,

Pastor Rick

Celebration of Education Sunday
August 14
Blessing of the Backpacks
Calling all students! We invite you to bring your backpacks to worship and we
will bless them and you as you start another school year.

Blessing of Teachers
Calling all teachers! We invite you to bring yourselves to worship and we will
bless you with special prayers as you start another school year. POP Preschool
teachers will be introduced.
A light brunch will follow. Don’t miss this important Sunday.
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THE MESSENGER is printed monthly for the
purpose of informing members and friends
of upcoming events, for sharing good news
about our members and for sharing the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ through
word and action.
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408.472.0529
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Fall Worship Preview:

Audrey Cox, Youth & Family Ministry
480.945.9537

New Sermon Series Coming

Angela Sherrill
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
480.945.9537

Sunday, September 11
Back to the Basics
On Sunday, September 11, we will be kicking off our children’s Sunday School
program as well as launching into a new Sermon Series called “Back to the Basics.” With so many different expressions of Christianity in the world, it is time
we went back to basics. Who is Jesus? What did Jesus teach? What are the main
points of the Lutheran expression of the Christian faith? With the election news
cycle heating up and many different voices being expressed, we must develop
the confidence to understand and express what we believe and don’t believe
about the Savior we follow.

Healing Prayers around the Altar
August 14 & 21
Are you suffering in body, mind or spirit? Is someone in your life facing a
difficult situation or challenge? Prince of Peace offers healing prayer at the
altar directly following worship services on designated Sundays. We believe
God brings healing to all who seek it. In the past nine months, we have seen
some remarkable answers to the prayers we have offered. Be bold and take a
risk. Come to healing prayer!

Maria Renovato, Office Manager
480.945.9537
Nicole Hilden
Preschool Director
480.947.5645
Dr. Allen Quie
Organist/Choir Accompanist
480.503.1018
Lynne McGinley
Pianist & Choir Director
480.945.2958
Kay Cook, Bell Director
tcook@desertbells.org
Glenda Rauscher, AMA Director
480.945.0023
Keri Herding, Accountant
480.945.9537
Verna Lauritsen, Assistant Financial
Secretary 480.945.9537
Herman Vergara, Custodian
480.945.9537
Marge Mayes, Messenger Editor
602.840.7715, mtmayes@cox.net

Mount of Olives Food Closet
Our ministry partners at Mount of Olives do amazing work collecting
and distributing food and other essential items to the poor in our area. As the
summer months set in, donations to food closets/food banks trend down,
creating an opportunity for us to be a special blessing to those in need. This
month you can bring the following nonperishable food items to the church
office or drop them off in the white bin in the narthex. Mount of Olives also
accepts cash donations.
Bags of rice, dried beans, pasta; pop-top canned soup
pop-top canned vegetables, crackers
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Teri Traaen, President; Gail Andrews,
President-Elect; Joy Johnson, Secretary;
Greg Welch-Rowland, Treasurer;
Nancy Stevens, Financial Secretary;
Steve Edgar, Les Holland, Carrie
Goodman, Anita Thorne,
Members-at-Large
Please see the website for
individual staff e-mail addresses.

Passion Projects for August/September
t Shoes 4 School”
Please purchase any size new shoes from infants
to teens and drop them off at the church office or
narthex during the months of August and September. If you do not wish to shop but would still
like to help with a donation, we will purchase
shoes for you. Gym shoes are the most requested
so the children can wear them to school all year!
This shoe drive will provide new shoes for children right here in the Valley! Every child deserves
a good pair of shoes to help them grow and thrive. We are partnering with
U-MOM New Day Centers and Family Promise to help provide shoes to the
many children that live in the Family Emergency Shelter programs at U-MOM
and Family Promise.

t We are also collecting Shoe Boxes for Shoebox Ministry!
We are low on the shoe boxes to make our toiletry
kits for the local homeless and working poor
agencies. If you've been out shoe shopping for
school, please remember to save those boxes and
donate them to Shoebox. Since we do about 1,000
toiletry kits each month, we go through them
quickly!

Adult/Family Mission Trip to the Navajo
Lutheran Mission in Rock Point, AZ
September 29 to October 2
$125 per person for meals and lodging
Join the team as we invest a weekend working, learning and praying at the Navajo
Lutheran Mission. We will be focused on a few hands-on work projects depending
on the skills of the group. We will also deliver much-needed supplies to the local
mission team. This trip is open to anyone, including families. Please contact Pastor
Rick or Audrey Cox if you want to be a part of this amazing experience.

Exploratory Meeting:

Possible Mission Trip to Tanzania, 2017
Sunday, August 21, 10:45 a.m.
Do you dream of setting foot on African soil and working to improve the lives
of people living in the cycle of poverty? Working with our established ministry
partners, Pastor Rick is exploring the possibility of leading a group to Tanzania in
the summer of 2017. Come to the meeting or talk to Pastor Rick to find out more.

Page 3

Sunday Worship
Worship Schedule
Worship, 9:30 a.m.
August 7
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40
Pastor Paul Nelson, preaching
August 14
13th Sunday after Pentecost
Blessing of Backpacks & Teachers
Hebrews 11:29—12:2
Luke 12:49-50
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching
August 21
14th Sunday after Pentecost
Youth & Family Sunday
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17
Pastor Rick Sherrill, preaching
August 28
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14
Pastor Paul Nelson, preaching
On August 21, we celebrate Youth
and Family Sunday. Our teens will
bring reports on the mission trip to
the Navajo Lutheran Mission and
Campfirmation.

Fall Bazaar
Planned for
November 19
Carol Kauffman has stepped to
the plate and is organizing the
POP Craft Bazaar on November
19. Fifteen tables have been rented
thus far — if you would like to
reserve a table or if you know of
someone who would be interested, call Carol, 602.277.4769. Tables
rent for $40. She also urges anyone
who is willing to help in organizing and helping with the bazaar to
please call her.

2016-2017 Calendar
Some exciting things are going on in youth and family ministry
at Prince of Peace! Things to look forward to… regular youth
group meetings, once-a-month serving the homeless in Phoenix,
January retreat, Milestone Ministry, 5th and 6th grade Youth
Group, Peer Ministry, Mom’s Night Out, Dad’s Night Out, and
other faith family opportunities for worship, service and fellowship!

Add the following August and September
events to your calendar:
7th-12th Grade Youth Group
Kick-off Party and Parent Meeting
August 14, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Hey Parents!

Time for some time-out
with faith friends!
Mom’s Night Out, Postino Arcadia
7-8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 23
Monday, October 24
Tuesday, January 24
Monday, March 20
Tuesday, May 9
Contact Audrey for more info.

Dad’s Night Out, O.H.S.O.
7-8:30pm

NEW! 5-6th Grade Youth Group
Kick-off Party and Parent Meeting
August 21, 10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

CHILL!
Every Sunday morning at 9 a.m., the youth room will be open
with music, donuts and time to just check in before church starts.
This will start on August 21!

Monday, August 15
Tuesday, October 18
Monday, January 30
Tuesday, March 28
Monday, May 15
Contact Pastor Rick or Anthony Cox for more info.

Confirmation
10:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
August 28
September 18

8th-12th Grade Youth Group
August 28
September 25

Faith @ Home!

Peer Ministry
8-9 a.m. at Starbucks
August 21

Discover ways to bring faith...HOME! Check out
the weekly newsletter and POP social media for
ideas and tips for connecting with God wherever
you are during the week!

Family Brunch and Service Event
September 11

Serving the Homeless with Hope4Phoenix

CONNECT!

4-6 p.m.
August 28
September 25

Social Media:
Instagram (Pop_Youth) and Facebook

Youth Worship Leader Training & Breakfast

E-mail Updates:
E-mail acox@popphoenix to be added to the list
for Youth and Family Updates!

(formerly known as acolytes)
August 14, 8:15 a.m.
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Reasons to Celebrate at Prince of Peace
by Teri Traaen, Church Council President
We continue to celebrate our “in
season” and “out of season” events at
Prince of Peace. We celebrate the work
this summer of our youth during their
mission trip to the Navajo Nation and
Rock Point in far northern Arizona.
Their commitment and dedication to
the Navajo people (who they met for
the first time) will remain a legacy
representation of what can be done
by Lutheran youth when they set
their minds to completing a project. In addition, we continued our
outreach to Mount of Olives Food
Closet, understanding that while their
summer feeding program is difficult
at best, they need our ongoing help in
pressing forward with support within
the greater community. And then we
celebrated Christmas in July! Again,
in support of the Phoenix Children’s
Hospital and their landmark commitment to children in our state, we
worked to make a difference in the
lives of young people who are often
undergoing treatment for life threatening illnesses. In supporting this
effort, we not only brought moments
of uplifting support to the children,
we helped their families know that
our community of Lutherans prays
for them and believes that miracles

.

do and can happen for their kids. On
an individual basis we celebrated the
lifetime contributions of Rosie Davis
as a volunteer in our church office.
Unyielding support like this is worth
untold riches to our congregation. We
recognize every volunteer, named and
unnamed, who has committed to service on behalf of our church campus
throughout its history. Next year we
will celebrate the 50th anniversary
of our Prince of Peace Preschool. It
seems hard to imagine that our church
campus has supported the preschool
growth and development of young
people in our neighborhood and
greater community for five decades.
It would be great to trace the alumni who have “graduated” from the
preschool over the last five decades to
celebrate their lives and contributions
as a result of “starting out” under the
watchful eye of the best preschool
adult teams possible who have served
our community in this way. What will
our next months bring in terms of
“giving” and celebrating? Our time
and talents are our only limitations
in terms of what we can accomplish.
Stay tuned for the next “‘best things”
that Prince of Peace takes on to help
those around us.

Bashas’ & Fry’s Programs
During July, Prince of Peace earned a rebate of $35 from shopping at the
Bashas' family of stores, including AJ's Fine Foods and Food City. If you need
a Bashas' Community Support card that is linked to our church, please contact me, Les Holland, or Maria in the church office.
All enrollments in the Fry's grocery store program for 2015-2016 will
expire on August 31, 2016. For instructions on how to enroll or re-enroll
in the Fry's program for the 12 months beginning on September 1, go to
www.popphoenix.org and click on the Giving tab and then the Grocery
Store Rebates tab. Please update your enrollment before August 31 so
there will be no gap in earning rebates from Fry’s.
Thank you for supporting our church's ministries while you shop.
Steve Crofton, Coordinator, Bashas’ & Fry’s grocery store programs
602.463.7175; sec@slwplc.com
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3rd Annual Arcadia Cares
Food for Kidz Packathon
Saturday, March 18

Roses to…
F Anita Thorne for
serving on Altar Guild
in July.
F Bill & David Dobson who each
Sunday divide the altar flowers
into bouquets and deliver them
to shut-ins, hospitals or members
recovering from surgeries at home.
F Ron & Grace Swanson for
sharpening all the pencils in the
pew racks!
F Congratulations to our recent
graduates…
Greg Quinsler,
Scottsdale Community College
Carley Stevens
Texas Christian University
Ali Diazcadena
Arcadia High School
Andy Diazcadena
Arcadia High Schoo

Summer Camp at POP Preschool
by Courteney Greenwell, Assistant Preschool Director
We are wrapping up a fun- filled summer camp
at the preschool! The summer has been full of
adventures, laughs and learning!
The theme for the first two weeks of July was
Young Investigators! The children spent their days
exploring the world around them. Teachers led
the children in fun arts and crafts, science experiments and imaginative play. On July 5, the Great
AZ Puppet Theater came to visit our campus. Everyone was invited to the gym to watch a talented
puppeteer put on the show of “The Princess, the
Unicorn, and the Smelly Foot
Troll”! The kids (and teachers)
had a blast!
The last two weeks of July
were themed Tropical Rainforest. Each child learned about
the lush world of the rainforest, including the ecosystem
and the animals that live there.
To beat the heat, many classes
held water days during these
weeks. On July 20, we had a
school-wide water day that included a giant inflatable bouncy waterslide! The children spent the whole morning splashing, playing, and having a wild time!
As we wrap up this summer, we are thankful for the families that have trusted their
children’s care and education to us! We loved getting to know new families and continuing our relationship with existing families. While it is bittersweet to say goodbye
to the kids who are moving on to kindergarten, we are excited to open our arms to
the new children who will be arriving on campus in just a few weeks!

Pastoral Care in
August
If you have a pastoral care need in
August, please contact the on-call
pastor listed below:
August 1-7
Pastor Paul (602.740.7187)
August 8-24
Pastor Rick (408.472.0529)
August 25-30
Pastor Paul (602.740.7187)

Octoberfest
Pastor Paul will be taking all who
want an adventure in the land of
Luther, beginning October 10, 2016.
In addition to some wonderful food
and beverage you will be able to
see some of the places that played
prominent parts in the life of Martin
Luther as he struggled to bring
reform to the Church. The journey
begins as you land in Frankfurt
and ends in Munich on October 20.
Please contact Pastor Paul for more
information. (pastorpaul@popphoenix.org or 602.740.7187) Come,
enjoy Octoberfest!

News from MaaSAE Girls School
Dear Friends at Prince of Peace,
Greetings from OBA (Operation Bootstrap Africa)! I am enclosing pictures of Jackline John and Namayani Loishorwaki at the
MaaSAE Girls School. They just started their Form 6 year after
a six-week break. I took these photos in Tanzania in May when I
attended the Form 6 graduation of 30 students.
Your students are in their last year at the MaaSAE Girls School.
This Form 6 year is equivalent to our first year of college. In May

2017 the two girls will take their Form 6 national exam that will
determine where they will qualify to continue their education. In
past years, Form 6 graduates have qualified for university, medical
school and teacher college placement. We sincerely appreciate your
financial support of these students.
Diane Jacoby, Director
Operation Bootstrap Africa

Jackline John
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Namayani Loishorwaki

Wellness Committee

Important Steps to Follow to Avoid Heat-Related Issues
by Beth Schneider
Summer officially arrived on June
20. By that time Phoenix had experienced one excessive heat warning
and was in the midst of a second.
Before summer officially ends, Phoenix
residents can expect more excessive
heat warnings. In the summer, an
excessive heat warning is issued when
temperatures are forecast to be over
110. However, exposure to temperatures below 110 can also be dangerous.
On June 14, KJZZ reported the first
heat-related death in Maricopa County.
Each year an average of 84 people die
from heat-related causes. Anyone who
has experienced a Phoenix summer has
heard of the recommended safety precautions for staying safe as temperatures soar, but a reminder never hurts.
n Avoid being in the heat. Stay inside,
preferably where it is air conditioned,
during the hottest part of the day (usually midmorning to late afternoon). If
your home isn’t air conditioned, try
to go to a mall or one of the air conditioned shelters that are set up during
periods of excessive heat. Keep blinds
and curtains closed during the day to
help block direct heat from sunlight.
Also, use slow cookers or grills or other
small appliances rather than the tradi-

tional stove or oven to reduce heat in the
kitchen. Exercise in the early morning or
late evening — this includes walking the
dog.
n Drink water and natural juices, even
if you don’t feel thirsty. Avoid alcoholic
beverages and those containing caffeine
because they can lead to dehydration.
Beer and alcoholic beverages can seem
to satisfy thirst but actually cause further
dehydration. It is especially important to
drink more water when it is humid.
n Dress for the heat. Lightweight, and
light-colored clothing reflect sunlight
and help maintain normal body temperatures. Loose fitting clothing is often
more comfortable. A wide brimmed hat
protects your head and face.
n Check the temperature of seat belts
and car seat restraints before buckling
yourself or anyone else into a car. Cover
vinyl or leather car seats before sitting
down. Shaded parking spots are more
valuable than gold, so use a windshield
shade to keep your vehicle cooler when
shade isn’t available.
n Children are especially susceptible
to the heat. NEVER leave children (or
pets) in a closed vehicle. Within 30 minutes, temperatures can reach 140 to 190
degrees. Children’s skin is more sensi-

Monthly Attendance and Revenue Report
as of June 30, 2016

		
		
Monthly Attendance
Monthly Offering
Monthly Offering Budget
Variance

June 2016
(4-week month)

June 2015
(4-week month)

505
$34,614
$37,835
$(3,221)

675
$25,700
$39,873
$(14,173)

There are more than 1,500 books in the Prince of Peace
library. During the next several months the library cart
in the narthex will be filled with books that have never
been checked out. The challenge is to see if we can
change the “never read” to a “read status.” Check them
out and discover something new and maybe even
exciting.
Page 7

tive than adults’, making it especially
important to protect children playing
outdoors with sun block. When children are playing in water, reapply sun
block regularly. Try to avoid outdoor
play during the hottest time of the day.
n The elderly are also at increased risk
for heat exposure. Check on elderly
family members or friends daily. If
you can’t visit personally, arrange for
neighbors to check on them. Make sure
that the air conditioning is working
properly and that water is available in
the refrigerator.
n Pets also need special care during
the hot summer. Dogs don’t tolerate
heat well because they don’t sweat. If
it isn’t possible for your pets to stay inside, be certain that they have access to
a shady place and a bowl of cold water
at all times. Check on them regularly.
When walking your dog, remember hot
asphalt burns and dogs can get blisters
on the bottoms of their feet.
n Finally, remember the homeless and
donate cash or bottled water. Cash donations can be made to either Central
Arizona Shelter Services or the Phoenix
Rescue Mission. The Arizona Republic
regularly reports on efforts to collect
bottled water throughout the city.

The 2016-17 school
term begins September 1 for the Arcadia
Music Academy.
Current students,
look for the renewal
package in the mail.
New students, we
have space available weekdays for
piano, guitar, violin, viola and
cello lessons. Just send us an
e-mail through the Prince of
Peace website or give us a call at
480.945.0023.

Bring used printer cartridges to
the church office for recycling!
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TUESDAY
Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm

MONDAY
Women’s Bible
Study- 6 pm

28

CHILL Youth Group- 9 am
Worship- 9:30 am
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Confirmation- 10:45 am
8th-12th Grade Youth- 2:30 pm
Serving the Homeless- 4 pm
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm

Peer Ministry- 8 am
CHILL Youth Group- 9 am
Worship- 9:30 am
Prayers for Healing
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Tanzania Mission Trip Meeting10:45 am
5th-6th Grade Kick-off Party/
Parent Meeting- 10:45 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm
21

15

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm
Preschool Board- 6 pm
Church Council- 7 pm

29

Women’s Bible
Study- 6 pm
Boy Scout
Troop #6- 7 pm

22

Firm Believers- 9 am
Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm

9

2

16

30

23

Boy Scout
Firm Believers- 9 am
Troop #6- 7 pm Library- 10 am
Knitting Group- 1 pm
Mom’s Night Out- 7 pm

Women’s Bible
Study- 6 pm
Dad’s Night
Out- 7 pm

Youth Worship Leader Training8:15 am
Worship/Blessing of Backpacks
& Teachers- 9:30 am
Prayers for Healing
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
7-12th Grade Kick-off & Parent
Meeting- 11 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm
14
September
Messenger
deadline

8

PRESCHOOL/
DAYCARE
CLOSED

7

Worship- 9:30 am
Coffee Fellowship- 10:45 am
Kid’s Bells- 4 pm
Adult Bells- 5 pm

		
1

AUGUST
2016

SUNDAY

31

24

17

10

Bible Study- 9:30 am
Preschool Parent’s Night

Bible Study- 9:30 am

Bible Study- 9:30 am

Bible Study- 9:30 am
Elderberries/US Egg11:30 am

1st Day of Preschool

3

Bible Study- 9:30 am
Preschool Staff- 11:30 am

WEDNESDAY

4

5

26

19

12

Preschool Staff- 12 pm

FRIDAY

Quilters- 9 am
Wedding

Quilters- 9 am

Quilters- 9 am

Quilters- 9 am

Survivors of Suicide, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays
7-9 p.m. Room 11/12

27

20

13

6

SATURDAY

AA meets nightly, 5:30-6:30 p.m. in Room 11/12

25

Firm Believers- 9 am

18

Firm Believers- 9 am

11

Firm Believers- 9 am

Firm Believers- 9 am
Preschool Staff- 9 am

THURSDAY

