
calling their faith a cult.  
Six individuals guarded the entrance to 

the church and prevented church members 
from attempting to unlock the government-
imposed padlocks. They also prevented 
the church administrator from entering the 
church to retrieve computers and church 
documents.  

With eight campuses throughout Beijing 
frequented by more than 1,500 Christians, 
Zion Church recently became a prime 
target of the Chinese government. In April, 
authorities in Beijing requested that the 
church install surveillance cameras inside 
their building. After the church leaders 
refused, the government cut off the church’s 
water and shut down the electricity to their 
elevator. The government also pressured the 
church’s landlord not to renew their lease.

Death Toll in Jos 
Attacks at 218 (5)

An Assemblies of God Nigeria pastor, his 
wife, and their son were among at least 218 
people killed in attacks by Muslim Fulani 
herdsmen on predominantly Christian areas 
near the city of Jos last summer.

Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) 
national leaders reported that 218 Christians 
died in the summer attacks. After the 
attacks, CAN president Samson Ayokunle 
said in a press statement that the Christians 
were killed in 44 villages. “We mourn the 
death of over 200 Christians slaughtered 
on the Plateau at the weekend, and we 
passionately appeal to the administration 
to rise up and put a stop to further killings 
of innocent people, including defenseless 

women and children,” Ayokunle said.
Christians make up 51.3 percent of 

Nigeria’s population, while Muslims living 
primarily in the north and middle belt 
account for 45 percent. Nigeria was ranked 
14th on Open Doors’ 2018 World Watch List 
of countries where Christians suffer the 
most persecution.

Episcopal Church 
Expands Gay Marriage 
to All Dioceses
The Episcopal Church’s General Convention 
has passed a resolution that expands 
the right for gay couples to marry in all 
dioceses, even those where local bishops 
theologically object to same-sex marriage. 
At its triennial convention in Austin, Texas, 
the Episcopal Church’s House of Bishops 
and House of Deputies voted to approve 
resolution B012, allowing gay and lesbian 
couples to be married by clergy in eight 
dioceses that had previously not allowed 
marriage rites for same-sex couples.

Although the new resolution still gives 
clergy the right to decline gay marriage 
ceremonies, bishops who oppose same-sex 
marriage will have to call on another bishop 
to provide pastoral support for the couple 
and the clergy member who will be involved 
in the ceremony.

The resolution directly impacts dioceses 
in New York, Florida, Texas, North Dakota, 
Illinois, Tennessee, and the US Virgin 
Islands.

To check out books and other church resources, 
please visit www.Tyndale.com.

Campus of Beijing House Church Barricaded, continued from page 3

Country in Focus: Kazakhstan (1)

Kazakhstan lies south of Russia and borders China to the east. The country 
is home to 76 distinct people groups, and recent increases in industry have 
brought large numbers of economic migrant workers. Enormous oil and 
mineral reserves have brought about an unwieldy and reluctant change to a 
market economy; the country now boasts one of the world’s fastest-growing 

economies. Declared independent since the collapse of the USSR in 1991, Kazakhstan is a 
multiparty democracy but has had only one president. Under Communism, all religion was 
suppressed. Today, only the traditionally recognized faith groups can operate. Increased 
Islamic agitation has caused the government to continually consider oppressive laws 
against religion. The two largest religious groups are Muslim at 50 percent of the population 
and nonreligious at 30 percent.

Prayer concerns:
• The current economic boom has resulted in a few citizens becoming very wealthy, while 
the majority are being bypassed by the growth. In addition, corruption and materialism are 
increasing throughout society.

• Other countries have spent large amounts of money and resources supporting Islamic 
missionaries in Kazakhstan. Traditional Islam is on the rise and even considered trendy in 
some sectors of society.

• There are large people groups relatively unreached by the gospel, and many ethnic Kazakh 
believers are becoming missionaries in their own country.

• The need for biblical training is great. There is a virtual absence of seminaries and Bible 
schools in the country.

• Persecution of believers is on the increase, especially against recent converts from Islam.

Continued on page 2

Christians in Malaysia to 
Fight for Rights (2)

Though the highest court in Malaysia has 
refused to hear an appeal by four Christians 

wanting to officially convert out of Islam, 
Christian leaders continue to hold hope for 
change.

In a country where there is no legal way 
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So encourage each other and build each other up,  
just as you are already doing. 

1 THESSALONIANS 5:11
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should pray that the lawmakers will table a 
just law to face this issue,” he said. “Do not 
lose hope. . . . Pray, continue to pray. With 
God, nothing is impossible.”

Rwanda Shutters 700 
Churches, Proposes 
Strict Clergy Guidelines (3)

After closing more than 700 churches and 
some mosques, Rwandan government 
officials have moved to institute guidelines 
for how faith groups operate in the majority-
Christian East African country.

Rwanda’s minister in the office of the 
president has brought to Parliament a draft 
law that would require Christian and Muslim 
clerics to have a bachelor’s degree and a 
valid certificate in religious studies before 
preaching in churches or mosques. It would 
also bar clergy who have been convicted 
of crimes of genocide, genocidal ideology, 
discrimination, or other sectarian practices.

“I agree with the law. Some of our church 
groups have been operating in a dangerous 
manner,” Evalister Mugabo, bishop of 
the Lutheran Church in Rwanda, said. The 
measure, according to government officials, 
will bring order among churches, some of 
which are suspected of misleading people.

In 1994, Rwanda—a country about the 
size of Maryland—witnessed a genocide 
that left an estimated 800,000 ethnic Tutsi 
and moderate members of the Hutu tribe 

dead. Years later, senior church leaders were 
among those accused of killing citizens or 
aiding in their deaths and were arraigned 
before the International Tribunal for Rwanda 
in Arusha, in nearby Tanzania.

Despite its dark past, Rwanda, like 
many African countries, has witnessed 
an upsurge in churches in both urban and 
rural areas. But last spring, its government 
made a radical move, shutting down 
hundreds of churches in the capital of 
Kigali. Many religious leaders see wisdom 
in the government move. “Churches are 
mushrooming too quickly and are exploiting 
poor people. If they are not controlled, more 
and more will continue to come up,” said 
Innocent Maganya, head of the department 
of mission and Islamic studies at Tangaza 
University College. “They are being started 
for personal gains, not for that of the 
followers. Without discrimination, a bit of 
sanity is needed.”

Campus of Beijing 
House Church 
Barricaded (4)

The Yizhuang campus of Zion Church, 
the largest house church in Beijing, was 
blockaded by a group of “thugs” employed 
by local authorities. The group prevented 
church members from entering the third 
floor where the campus is located and 
hurled insults and threats at the Christians, 

to leave Islam, the four people were asking 
the federal court to have their names and 
their faith changed on their national identity 
cards. The court held that the four people 
were Muslims and hence fell under the 
jurisdiction of the sharia court system, which 
must adjudicate matters of Islamic law.

The five-member panel of the federal 
court unanimously ruled that civil courts 

had no jurisdiction to decide on apostasy 
cases. The four converts held that the sharia 
courts had no power to decide apostasy 
cases under state laws because they are no 
longer Muslims.

The Metropolitan Archbishop of Kuching, 
capital of Sarawak state, Simon Peter Poh 
Hoon Seng, issued a statement asserting 
that Christians should not give up. “Next, we 

The following is excerpt-
ed from “4 Ways Your 

Church Can Help People Sim-
plify Christmas” on Christian-
ity Today’s Pivot blog, by Karl 
Vaters.

It may be the most 
wonderful time of the year, 
but Christmas is also the 
busiest. A few years ago, 
our small church decided we 
weren’t going to compete 
with all the shopping, 
school plays, office parties, 
and visits to Santa that were 
filling people’s calendars. 
We weren’t able to keep up, 
so we stopped trying. Over 
the years, we’ve landed on 
a few simple concepts that 
work for us.
1. Parents’ Night Off. Drop 
your kids off at the church in 
their pajamas from 6 p.m.-
10 p.m. on Saturday night, 
and we’ll feed them, play 
games, teach Bible stories, 
and show a movie. The kids 
have fun and the parents get 
a night to shop, decorate 
the house, go to their office 
party, take a nap, what- 
ever they want. This is such 
a helpful, nonthreatening 

event that many unchurched 
people drop their kids off, 
too. When they pick them 
up, we give them a flyer 
about Christmas Eve, and a 
lot of them come back for it.

2. Teach the Kids to Give. 
Right after Thanksgiving, 
adults donate small items 
that a child might like to 
give to a parent, sibling, or 
other relative. Then the kids 
are invited to come to the 
church with a list of people 
to buy for, clutching a few 
dollars that they earned do-
ing household chores. While 
the parents wait, our adult 
volunteers help the children 
buy, then wrap gifts in the 
little store we’ve set up with 
the donated items. 

3. Pass It On. Our church 
is in Southern California, 
so we’ve unofficially adopt-
ed a small church in a tiny, 
off-the-map town in Mexico. 
Every year we buy plas-
tic Christmas bags for our 
church members to take 
home and fill up with help-
ful, inexpensive gifts from a 
list we provide. In the middle 

of December, we invite peo-
ple to head over the border 
with us to give these bags 
to hundreds of delighted, 
grateful children from our 
adopted church. For many of 
them it’s the only Christmas 
gift they get that year.

4. Christmas Eve — Short 
and Sweet. We usually hold 
candlelight services at 4:30 
and 6:30 p.m., each one 
preceded by what we call 
Family Fun Time. Families 
are encouraged to come 
early, gather outside in the 
cool Southern California air, 
where we have hot drinks, 
snacks, cookie decorat-
ing, and a photo booth for 
families to enjoy together. 
Then we make two promises 
about our candlelight ser-
vice: it will be simple, and 
we’ll keep it short.

Start Small, Stay Simple. 
We want people to slow 
down, simplify, and learn 
the joy of giving, so we make 
sure our church is a place 
they can do that. Simplicity. 
It’s a gift any church, of any 
size, can give.

This month you can...  
Help Your Church Simplify Christmas
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