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World’s Worst Witness 

Jonah 1:1-16
Recommendation: This week’s study is naturally heavy. Instead of cramming it all into one sitting, we 
suggest dividing it into at least two more easily digestible segments. This will provide both your head and 
heart more opportunity to soak in the essential truths in this initial chapter of Jonah. 

One of the most consistent radio voices of the 1980s through the late-2000s was Paul Harvey. His most 
famous radio segment was known as The Rest of the Story. This series ran from 1976 through his death in 
early 2009. It actually continued about three weeks past his death with a new host, but it just was not the 
same.  Harvey’s genius opened our eyes to the little-known yet real facts that made the story come more 
alive, become more memorable, and be more beneficial to the hearer. That is true of any story. While 
knowing a part of the report may be powerful, knowing the entire story is exponentially more so! 

With this in mind, before you dig into a deeper understanding of Part 1 of the story, take the time to read 
the rest of the story. Then we will have a more solid foundation as we mine the individual chapters for 
more decadent gems. Take some time now to read all four chapters of Jonah. Then (re)consider the 
statements that were discussed in the first week’s sermon. 

- How is this story ultimately about God instead of about Jonah or us? 
- How do you see the book's overall theme, “Salvation belongs to the LORD!” played out in this 

chapter? 
- What does Jonah 1 show you about Jonah’s role in the Grand Story of God? What does it teach you 

about your role in that same story? 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

As we dig deeper into the person of Jonah, let’s journey to a well-known New Testament parable. Read 
the story of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:11-32. 

- How did the younger son run from his father? 
- How did the older son run from his father? 
- Which brother do you more resemble in your running from your Father? 
- How does Jonah play the role of the younger son in chapters one and two? 
- How does Jonah play the part of the older son in chapters three and four? 
- Which side of Jonah’s running do you more identify with in your resistance to God’s leading? 
- How do both brothers' actions in Luke 15 demonstrate a lack of love AND trust in their father? 
- How do Jonah’s actions demonstrate a lack of love AND trust in his God? 
- How do your actions demonstrate a lack of love AND deep trust in God? 

— Praying & Fasting Plan —  

Yes, we have finished the series that emphasized fasting, but that does not mean we should go back to 
neglecting this crucial spiritual discipline. Set aside time this week. We would like to challenge you to set 
aside a full day to feast on the richness of your God this week. Use this One Sheet to guide your time of 
feasting this week. Ask God to lead you to a more profound love of and trust in Him. Ask Him to remove 
any and all barriers and excuses from your pursuit of Him.


