
ONE SHEET 
—WEEK OF 3.121.21— 
Power of a Reluctant Witness 

Jonah 3
Having saved Jonah from his own rebellion, God now reroutes his reluctant prophet back to Nineveh. In this large 
city in an enemy-state, Jonah proclaimed the message of God. Everyone, from the least to the greatest, repented 
from their cruelty and injustices. The news of God even reached the ears of the king, who proclaimed a wide-
spread fast of repentance. In yet another miracle, God’s wrath was soothed by the penitent hearts of sinful men. 


This scene is a glimpse forward to God's wrath being eradicated by the sacrificial heart of His own Son. God will 
do through HIs message in even reluctant witnesses' hands is nothing short of miraculous. How can we be a type 
of Jonah in our Ninevehs? This scene sets the stage for a grander worldview on Palm Sunday as we can see the 
attitude behind Jonah and Jesus's motives. Let's return to our foundations for this series. Reread this week's text 
and consider these questions.


This week, check your commitment to evangelism. Evangelism is simply the spreading of the Christian Gospel by 
public preaching or personal witness. It is a charge given to us directly by Jesus in Acts 1:8. 


In his book Spiritual Disciplines, Baptist author Donald Whitney says, "I think the seriousness of evangelism is the 
main reason it frightens us. We realize that in talking with someone about Christ, heaven and hell are at stake. The 
eternal destiny of the person looms before us. And even when we rightly believe that the results of this encounter 
rest in God's hands and that we bear no accountability for the person's response to the gospel, we still sense a 
solemn duty to communicate the message faithfully, as well as the holy dread of saying or doing anything that 
might rise as a stumbling block to this person's salvation." 


- Give reasons why you think someone might sense a concern about being a stumbling block even when he 
understands the Lord must provide power for a saving response to the gospel.


- Consider the last time you failed to respond faithfully to an opportunity or prompting to share the gospel with 
an unbeliever. What do you need to do to be prepared to share immediately the next time a similar situation 
arises?


- Jonah’s message was simple; it was five words long in the Hebrew text. What is the most simple way you can 
share the gospel message without omitting its necessary aspects?


- Based on Jonah 1–3, what sort of attitude do you think Jonah should have had toward both God and the 
Ninevites when the Lord gave him the command a second time? Why do you feel he should have had such an 
attitude? What emotions do you think he should be feeling and why? Jonah’s preaching of the Lord’s 
message brings a contrast between two kings—the king of Nineveh and Christ the King. How is Christ


- Consider the following passages: Acts 2:36-41; 4:13-22; 5:27-42; 7:51-58; 13:42-46; 17:32-34. What types of 
responses do people give to the apostles' preaching of Christ? What might these varied responses tell you 
about the type of response Nineveh gave to Jonah's preaching? What might it tell you about the type of 
response you may receive if you make it a habit to regularly share your faith with unbelievers, courageously, 
vigorously, and boldly?


- What confidence do you gain from knowing the Lord is immutable? How does His immutability strengthen 
your hope for the salvation of your lost friends and relatives? How might this truth also affect your thinking 
about sharing the gospel without shame or fear?


— Praying & Fasting Plan — 

Make a list of 3-5 people that you know that need a relationship with Jesus Christ.

- Do you love these individuals enough to sacrifice one meal for them?

- For each name you listed, resolve to fast for one meal and take this person to God in prayer. 

- Pray for God’s Spirit to open this person’s eyes and minds to the life-changing effects of surrendering to Jesus.


Father God, thank you for this time of emptying so that I can be filled with you! Please fill me with a desire to be 
bolder, more direct, and more intentional in my conversations with ______. God, do a work in his/her heart that 
paves the way for your Son to take over. God, I  love you! Thank you for loving me. Thank you for loving ______. In 
Jesus’ Redeeming Name, Amen.


