
Who stands out most magnificently to you?  Of all the      people who encountered the 
Risen Jesus, which one do you marvel at the most?     Maybe the one you marvel at 
the most is the one who most resembles you. So with that  in mind, which person do you 
most resemble? Consider the following characters. In who do you see yourself? Why? What 
makes you like this person? How has your encounter with the Risen King changed your life?

 — Is it Thomas, the doubter? (John 20: 24-29)
 — Is Cleopas and his traveling partner? (Luke 24:13-35)
 — Is it Mary Magdalene? (John 20:14-16)
 — Is it John, the beloved disciple? (John 21:20-24)
 — Is it sons of Zebedee, the short-tempered ones? (John 21:2)
 — Is it the Apostle Paul, the misguided defender of God? (Acts 9:3-5)
 — Is it Peter, the denier? (John 21:15-19)
 — Is it Matthew, the turncoat?
 — Is it Simon, the zealous religious-nationalist?
 — Is it Andrew, the perpetual second fiddler to his more boisterous brother?
 — Is it Philip, the missionary?
 — Is it Bartholomew (aka Nathaniel), the initial skeptic?
 — Is it Thaddeus (aka Jude), the apostle compassionate for the world? (John 14:22)
 — OR, is it Judas, the never-got-the-chance to encounter Triumphant Jesus?

How incredible must the post-resurrection meeting between Jesus and His brother, James, have been. 
Remember, when we first meet James, He thinks older brother Jesus is off his rocker! But in 1 
Corinthians 15:7, we learn Jesus appeared to James. Imagine what this encounter must have been 
like. Your brother, Jesus, whom you do not believe was deity, is dead. You are going about your daily 
business when you hear Him call your name or feel Him touch your shoulder. Your deceased brother 
is now talking to you, touching you. There’s little wonder that James becomes a leader in the early 
church and a New Testament author! This encounter must have solidified James as a believer and 
changed not only his future but the early church’s as well!

Paul tells us that the resurrection verifies our faith (1 Corinthians 15). How does it strengthen your 
faith? How does it solidify your faith in God? How does the monumental sacrifice made by Jesus 
FOR YOU impact your daily life? How can you enable the resurrection to affect you more fully?

——— Prayer — — — 

Father God, what a fantastic deal clincher! Through His resurrection, Jesus proved, once and for all 
times, who He said He was! Thank you for this victory through Jesus! Thank you for the certainty I 
can have in my faith and salvation through your Conquering Son, my Savior, Jesus! Amen.
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