
 

Dear Church…

I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot.
 Would that you were either cold or hot! 

So, 

because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold,
 I will spit you out of my mouth. For you 

say, I am rich, I have prosp
ered, and I nee

d nothing, not realizi
ng that you are wretched, 

pitiable, poor, 
blind, and nak

ed. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that 

you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your 

nakedness may not be seen, 
and salve to an

oint your eyes, so that you may see. Those whom 

I love, I reprov
e and discipline, so be z

ealous and repent. B
ehold, I stand at the door 

and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and open

s the door, I will come in to him and eat with 

him, and he with me. The one who conquers, I w
ill grant him to sit with me on my throne, 

as I also conqu
ered and sat do

wn with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, 
let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Week 7…All In or Not At All 
Revelation 3:14-22

Care Group Study



Care Group Study — Week 7 

All In or Not at All 
Text: Revelation 3:14-22 

Pray 

Pray the Spirit opens BOTH your heads and your hearts for this week’s study. 
Pray for a willingness to follow Scripture wherever it may lead you. 
Pray for focus as you delve into this week's study. 
Pray for the ability to surrender completely to Jesus, the Faithful and True Witness. 

Background  

Laodicea set formed a triangle with Hierapolis and Colossae. Hierapolis was renowned for its hot 
springs of healing water. Even to this day, people flock to the mineral springs for healing. Though much 
smaller, the spring now serves to soothe those in need of rest and healing. There was a military outpost 
near, and the soldiers would come. 

Colossae was king of off the beaten path. It was well known for its colossinum, a red wool that people 
used to make robes and coats. They also had cold water springs that served as irrigation sources and 
refreshment for the weary worker and traveler. 

There was a major earthquake in A.D. 60. Rome sent a lot of money to build Heirapolis and Laodicea. 
Colossae, since it was not essential to the stability of Rome, did not receive any money. Soon after, 
Colossae ceased to exist, and it is still unexcavated today. Hierapolis accepted the money and rebuilt, 
bigger and better than ever. Laodicea chose to reject the offered money and rebuild on their own. They 
wanted to do it on their own. Laodicean had its own mint and minted its own coins. On some of those 
coins is minted the words, “We did it ourselves,” referring to their self-rebuilding.  

Laodicea was well known for many other reasons as well: 
- It housed a training base for the Roman army. New weapons would be made and refined in this 

town, and soldiers trained there. Because of the large and constant military presence, there was a 
particular law that Roman soldiers could invoke. This was known as Angaria. It was a 
compulsory service exacted by a government on people under its rule and care. We see this other 
places in Scripture where a soldier could force you to carry his equipment (Matthew 5:41). In this 
case, a soldier on active duty with Rome could knock on your door and demand a meal, and you 
would have to comply and fix it for him. You could not deny it. Some cities complained and 
asked for the law to lessened, but Laodicea did not. It was a matter of pride to them that they 
could do this. 

- Laodicea was also known for the production of a certain kind of wool: trimata. This glossy black 
wool was woven into garments and was prized around the Roman world.  

- Laodicea was the location of a major medical school known worldwide and where an eye salve 
called Phrygian powder was made from local stones. It was said this salve could heal a variety of 
eye illnesses, including blindness.  

- Laodicea’s water was wretched. It was almost unbearable to drink it. The hot water from 
Hierapolis and Colossae's cold water combined to make a terrible combination, so they were 
forced to pipe water in from 35 miles away. To this day, the water is still outsourced. 



Read 

Revelation 3:14-22 
 

Discuss 

1. How does Jesus describe Himself in the opening to this letter? What do these tell us about Jesus? 

1.   

2.   

3.   

2. Reread the Background section on context. How do each of those items of context enhance your 
understanding of: 

1. you say your rich (3:17)? 

2. white garments (3:18)? 

3. salve to anoint your eyes (3:18)? 

4. knock on the door…come in…eat with him (3:20)? 

3. We have not talked much about this in this study, but Jesus’ words meant something to the hearers/
readers. They did not have the resource of Google where they could easily access references on what 
Jesus was saying. Jesus was using language with which they were familiar. It may be foreign to us, but 
not to them. So, where does Jesus get this imagery? Look at these Old Testament references and 
discuss how they apply to this text. Revelation, though speaking to the future, is linked to the past. 
  

1. Isaiah 55:1-2 

2. Isaiah 65:15-16 

3. Proverbs 3:13-18 



4. Hosea 12:7-8 

5. Leviticus 18:24-30 and 20:22  

4. Think about Jesus’ imagery of the hot (therapeutic) water and the cold (refreshing) water. With this 
example in mind, what is Jesus saying to the church about their commitment to Him? 

5. The Holy Spirit gifts all of us for ministry in the church. What does this section of Scripture say about 
the use of our gifts? 

6. Coming to Jesus demands something of the believer. What does this section of Scripture say about what 
is demanded of those who have surrendered to Jesus? 

7. How does our individualistic society resemble the culture of Laodicea? 

8. How did Jesus counsel the church to resist being lukewarm? 

1. 3:18 — (3 pieces of advice) 

2. 3:19 — (3) 

3. 3:20 — (2) 

9. What does it mean to you that your God often “counsels” rather than demands? 



Personal-Level 

1. How have you been guilty of being wretched, tepid water? Be specific. Be honest. 

2. Which of your gifts have you been selfishly keeping from others for the benefit of the church? 

3. How do you better need to listen to the counsel of God? 

Church-Level 

1. What is the characteristic of a healthy church outlined in this section of Scripture? 

2. What areas do you see “healing” or “refreshment” offered by your local church? In other words, how is 
this church doing what she is supposed to be doing? 

3. What areas do you see this church being lukewarm? What can you do to change that temperature? 



Challenge & Plan 

List 2-3 specific things you can do this week to increase your gifts’ effectiveness? What might you need to 
eliminate from your routine that demands too much unproductive time? What might you need to add to 
your daily walk to be more effective in fulfilling your role as a member of the local church? Share your 
answers with a trusted friend who will hold you accountable. 

This Week’s Group Prayer Needs 

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.   

Additional Resources 

- If you have not listened to the sermon for this study, please listen/watch at fbcwilliamstown.org. 
- Book Recommendation — Church in Hard Place by Mez McConnell and Mike McKinley 
- RNM Study -Red Hot Faith by Cindy Bultema

http://fbcwilliamstown.org/

