
 

Dear Church…

I know your works. Behold, I have s
et before you an open door, 

which no one is able to shut. 

I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have no
t denied my 

name. Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of S
atan who say that they are Jews 

and are not, bu
t lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet, and 

they will learn that I have loved
 you. Because you have kept my word about patient 

endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to 

try those who dwell on the earth. I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no 

one may seize your crown. The one who conquers, I w
ill make him a pillar in the temple of 

my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I w
ill write on him the name of my God, 

and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God 

out of heaven, an
d my own new name. He who has an ear, 

let him hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches.

Week 6…When the Door is Open… 
Revelation 3:7-13

Care Group Study



Care Group Study — Week 6 

When the Door is Open… 
Text: Revelation 3:7-13 

 

Pray 

Pray the Spirit opens BOTH your heads and your hearts for this week’s study. 
Pray for a willingness to follow Scripture wherever it may lead you. 
Pray for focus as you delve into this week's study. 

 

Background  

This letter is written to the church in a town about 25 miles southeast of Sardis. Situated in the Hermus 
River valley is the high-plateaued city of Philadelphia. Because of its location, it became a fortress city. In 
its place along the imperial road that connected Rome to the rest of the empire, it flourished. 

However, its strength in location was also its weakness. The whole region was earthquake-prone. In AD 
17, an earthquake that destroyed Sardis and ten other cities also leveled Philadelphia. Because of these 
quakes' frequency, many people preferred to live in the rural areas surrounding the city. The constant 
fear of earthquakes caused those who continued to live in the city to leave it at the slightest sign of a 
tremor. The instability of a very stable (by economic and influence standards) town makes the words of 
Jesus in this letter even more meaningful and powerful. 

Although nothing is known about the church's origin in this town, in AD 100-160, the church prospered 
under the ministry of a prophetess named Ammia.. Ammia was universally recognized as ranking with 
some top the prophets mentioned in Acts, namely Agabus, Philip, and his four daughters (see Acts 11 
and 21).  

Long after all the surrounding country had succumbed to Muslim control under Turkey, Philadelphia 
held out as a Christian community until 1392.  

Read 

Revelation 3:7-13 
 

Discuss 

1. In stark contrast to Sardis, which included no commendation, the letter to the Philadelphian church 
contains no condemnation. What is it that Jesus applauds in this church? 



2. Jesus is obviously proud of this church. In his praise of this church, He also points out that “I know you 
have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.” Why do you think 
Jesus pointed out the lack of strength of this group of believers? What might it further tell us about our 
roles and responsibilities as Christians? 

3. Reread 3:7-8, what does the imagery of the open and closed doors AND who can open and shut them 
demonstrate about who is controlling the opportunities and challenges in life? 

4. We let the success of the ungodly in the world around us frustrate and discourage us. We see the news 
and recognition being focused on those who do not stand for God. How should 3:9-10 reassure us as we 
live in troublesome and discouraging seasons? 

5. Now include verse 11 in that discussion in Question #3, what does that add to the reassurance you 
should have as a believer? 



6. This image of the open door that cannot be closed unless the one who has the keys does so should be 
encouraging to believers striving to live out the Great Commission. This is even more powerful when 
we realize that it is Jesus who holds the keys. How should this image encourage you as you seek to share 
the Gospel with others? 

7. If that wasn’t already enough, verse 12 lists four promises to the conquerors. What are they? What do 
they  mean? 

1.    

2.    

3.      

4.    

8. What would the promise of becoming a “pillar in the temple” mean to a Christian in Philadelphia? 
(Note: If you did not read the Background section of this lesson, please do so before answering.) What 
does the promise of becoming a “pillar” mean to you today? 

9. Knowing what we know about the importance of names in the Bible, what is the significance of having 
the name of God, the name of the city of God, and Jesus’ name on us? 



Personal-Level 

1. Re-read this letter. Then read 2 Corinthians 12:9-11. How to John’s word in Revelation and Paul’s in 2 
Corinthians affect your life RIGHT NOW in your current station and season? 

2. Resist the urge to rationalize yourself into a place of strength and “having it all together” for a second. In 
what ways do you need to more own weaknesses? 

3. How should the promises in these two passages (Revelation 3:7-13 and 2 Corinthians 12:9-11) embolden 
you in your weaknesses? 

Church-Level 

1. There are A LOT of opinions on what it means to be a healthy church. This letter reminds us that a 
healthy church is a church that relies heavily on God and His powerful promises. What can this local 
church do to exhibit a more substantial reliance on the promises of God? 

2. As a member of this local church, what can you do to move this faith family closer to that end? 

3. In what ways can this church’s weaknesses also be her strength in sharing the Gospel in her 
communities? 



“Wherever it may lead…” 

Last week, the question was, “In a very individualistic culture, how does the individual Christian respond 
to a letter such as this one where there is an emphasis on community and responsibility?” Let’s stay in that 
mindset this week. In a very individualistic and “It’s All About Me” society, how does the individual 
Christian respond to the call to powerful weakness that we see in the Philadelphian church?

Challenge & Plan 

1. List 3-4 concrete actions or steps that you can take this week to live in your weakness while you rely on 
the power of Jesus’  Spirit to empower you. Share these with a close friend who can walk this week with 
you and hold you accountable. 

This Week’s Group Prayer Needs 

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.   

Additional Resources 

- If you have not listened to the sermon for this study, please listen/watch at fbcwilliamstown.org. 
- Book Recommendation —Take Heart: Christian Courage in the Age of Unbelief by Matt Chandler 
- RNM Study -Why Does God Use the Weak by Tim Savage

http://fbcwilliamstown.org/

