
 

Dear Church…

I know your works. You have the reputation of b
eing alive, but 

you are dead. Wake 

up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have no
t found your 

works complete in the sight of my God. Remember, then, what you received and 

heard. Keep it, and repe
nt. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and 

you will not know at what hour I will come against you.  Yet you have still a few 

names in Sardis, people who have not soi
led their garments, and they will walk with 

me in white, for they are worthy.  The one who conquers will be clothed thus in 

white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life.
 I will 

confess his name before my Father and before h
is angels. He who has an ear, 

let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Week 5…Reputation Without Reality 
Revelation 3:1-6

Care Group Study



Care Group Study — Week 5 

Reputation Without Reality 
Text: Revelation 3:1-6 

 

Pray 

Pray the Spirit opens BOTH your heads and your hearts for this week’s study. 
Pray for a willingness to follow Scripture wherever it may lead you. 
Pray for focus as you delve into this week's study. 

 

Background  

This letter was written to the church in Sardis, a town about 30 miles SE of Thyatira and 50 miles 
straight East of Smyrna. It was situated in the fertile Hermus River valley at the good of Mount Tmolus. 
Located at a converging point of several inland roads, it became a busy center of trade and traffic. 

It was the capital city of the old kingdom of Lydia. Here, the well-known King Croesus reigned and 
accumulated a massive wealth storehouse until he fell swiftly to the Persian conqueror Cyrus. 

Later in its history, Sardis was captured by both Alexander the Great and Antiochus the Great. Over 
time it lost its significance and renown as it fell on more challenging and harder times. Eventually, in 17 
A.D., it was devastated by an earthquake. It was only through Emperor Tiberius's generosity and his 
willingness to abolish taxes for five years that the city was rebuilt. It reclaimed much of its glory, but 
never to the extent of its hay day. 

Nothing is known of the origins of the church in Sardis. Nothing is known of its growth, except what is 
gathered from this letter in Revelation 3. 

Read 

Revelation 3:1-6 
 

Discuss 

1. It is a rare sight in the seven letters, but Jesus does not commend the church in Sardis for any virtue. He 

jumps straight to a strong condemnation. What does Jesus condemn in this church? 



2. “You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead.” These are powerful words from Jesus to the 

church. Unfortunately, this not the only place we see this language. Read Isaiah 29:13 and Matthew 

6:1-18. What do these other occurrences demonstrate about God’s feelings toward having a reputation 

but no real substance? 

3. Jesus says, in verse 2, that He has “not found your works complete in the sight of my God.” What does 

this mean? How does this compare with Jesus’ words in Luke 14:25-33?  

4. What is Jesus telling the church when He says, “Remember, then, what you received and heard?” (Hint: 

Based on the context in Revelation, I believe Jesus is talking about two BIG things.) 

5. Who is Jesus addressing in 3:3 when He says, “If you do not wake up?” This is critically important to 

understand. There are only two options… 

1. the “dead” in the church 

2. “those who have not soiled their garments” 

Which do you think it is and why? 



6. What five imperatives does Jesus issue to the church to bring life back to the church? 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

7. If we return to Question #4, Jesus is telling the church that she needs a heavy dose of the Holy Spirit. 

Thinking back to this week’s message, what is the contextual evidence of this? If Jesus is referring to the 

Holy Spirit, why does He say the “seven spirits of God?” 

8. Why is the Holy Spirit critical in the church’s ability to fulfill the five imperatives from Question #6 and 

live the vibrant life that a church must live? 

9. What has to take place for a person to be deemed “worthy?” (3:4) 

10. What are the promises to the conquerors in this section of Scripture? 

1.   

2.   

3.   



Personal-Level 

1. From what slumber do YOU need to wake up? 

2. Who is there in YOUR life that needs to be “strengthened?” 

3. In what real and tangible ways do YOU need to open yourself up to the guidance of the Holy Spirit? 

4. How would YOUR daily life be different if YOU did this? 

5. If Jesus is who makes and deems YOU worthy, what hinders YOU from feeling worthy? 

6. Of the three promises offered to you, the conqueror, which causes you to celebrate the most? 



Church-Level 

1. Of what does this letter to Sardis tell the church today to be continually cognizant? 

2. What must those who are mature in their faith do in order to come alongside those who need to be 
strengthened inside the church? 

3. What must the church do to come alongside those outside the church who need to hear the news of 
Jesus and surrender to it? (Hint: Think about what it means to have a reputation with no reality to back 
it up.) 

4. How can this local church be more in-tune with the guidance of the Holy Spirit? 

5. How does each Christian's role/life and his/her willingness to submit to the Spirit enhance (or 
diminish) the ability of the local church to be more open to the Spirit?

6.



“Wherever it may lead…” 

In a very individualistic culture, how does the individual Christian respond to a letter such as this one 
where there is an emphasis on community and responsibility? 

Challenge & Plan 

1. Carve out two 15-30 minute blocks of time to practice a spiritual discipline that you do not typically 
practice. (For a decent list of spiritual disciplines, go to: https://www.soulshepherding.org/spiritual-
disciplines-list/.) 

2. Identify two ways this week that you can be more open to the Spirit’s guidance in your life. 

1.   

2.   

3. Document or journal about how and when you have seen the Spirit’s guidance in your daily walk this 
week.  

This Week’s Group Prayer Needs 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

Additional Resources 

- If you have not listened to the sermon for this study, please listen/watch at fbcwilliamstown.org. 
- Book Recommendation — Forgotten God by Francis Chan 
- Book Recommendation — Evangelical, Sacramental, and Pentecostal by Gordon T. Smith 
- RNM Study - Secret Church 5 - Exploring the Holy Spirit by David Platt

https://www.soulshepherding.org/spiritual-disciplines-list/
https://www.soulshepherding.org/spiritual-disciplines-list/
http://fbcwilliamstown.org/

