
 

Dear Church…

I  know your tribulation and you
r poverty (but you are rich) and the 

slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, b
ut are a 

synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, 

the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be 

tested, and for ten
 days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto 

death, and I will give you the crown of life. He who has an ear, 
let 

him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers 

will not be hurt by the second death.’

Week 2…Broken Record…Suffering 
Revelation 2:8-11

Care Group Study



Care Group Study — Week 2 

Broken Record…Suffering 
Text: Revelation 2:8-11 

Pray 

Pray the Spirit guides your hearts and discussion as you dig into Jesus's words to His church.  
Pray for a willingness to follow Scripture wherever it may lead you. 
Pray for focus as you delve into this week's study. 

Background  

The biblical city of Smyrna is the modern-day Izmir. It is located about thirty-five miles up the coast 
from, and almost due north of Ephesus. Smyrna is the next city the postman would have reached on his 
circular tour or the seven churches. Most biblical commentators considered Smyrna the most 
spectacular of the seven cities. It was boasted as the “pride of Asia.” Its citizens were very sensitive to the 
rivalry with Ephesus.  

A well-established road gave Smyrna access to the interior, and the natural harbor facilitated a thriving 
export trade. It was often considered one of the most prosperous cities in Asia Minor. 

We do not know when the church in Smyrna was founded. It is not mentioned in Acts or any of the 
other New Testament letters. Early tradition indicates that the apostle Paul visited the town on his way 
to Ephesus at the onset of his third missionary journey. 

The Smyrna church was a suffering church. This short letter focuses on that past and present suffering, a 
warning that even more severe trials were to come, and encouragement to endure.  Verse 9 tells us that 
the church was up against it. The enemies of the faith were aggressive and cruel. It was very dangerous 
to be a Christian in Smyrna. To be a Christian in this city was a very courageous thing. You could never 
tell what might happen to a Christian in this port city. 

While the causes of the persecution are not given, it is easy to tentatively recreate the situation. Worship 
of the Emperor of Rome was a matter of gargantuan pride in Smyrna. In 195 B.C., a temple to Dea 
Roma, Rome personified as a goddess, was erected in Smyrna. Around A.D. 25, a host of cities were 
competing for the honor of erecting a temple to Emperor Tiberius, and that honor also went to Smyrna. 
The Christians would have refused to sprinkle incense on the fire, which burned before the emperor’s 
bust because to do so would be idolatry. But their unwillingness to conform was interpreted by others as 
a disgraceful lack of patriotism. 

Practical antagonism toward the Christians for their reluctance to worship the emperor was also 
encouraged by the Jewish populations. Since the Jews were already exempt from all sacrificial 
obligations, they seem to have exploited their station by harrying the hated Christ-followers. They 
curried favor with local officials by urging Christians to sacrifice and vilifying them when they did not. 

Read 

Revelation 2:8-11 



Discuss 

1. What four forms of persecution took place in Smyrna? 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.

2. Does the present-day church suffer persecution in any of these forms? 

3. Does the present-day church suffer at all? 

4. If the church never suffers, what might that say about her? 

5. What mechanism(s) might the church use to avoid suffering and persecution?  

6. What effects do these have on the witness of the church? 

7. What command does Jesus give to His church in verse 10? 

8. What seven truths does Jesus reveal about Himself in this text, so that our faith and trust in Him grows? 

1.   

2.   

3.    

4.   

5.   

6.   

7.

9. The “crown of life” (v 10) is the same as the “tree of life” (v 7). What effect does the metaphor change on 

our understanding? 



Personal-Level 
 

1. Does your level of suffering confirm or deny your faith? 

2. In what area(s) of your life does compromise wreak the most havoc? 

3. Which of the seven truths about Jesus are most reassuring to you and your walk? 

4. Which metaphor (crown of life or tree of life) speaks more fully to you? Why? 

Church-Level 

1. Does the Western (American) church’s suffering confirm or deny her faith? 

2. In what area(s) do you feel the present-day church most compromises? 

3. In which of the seven truths does the church do a good job resting? 

4. On which of the seven truths does the church need to focus more? 



“Wherever it may lead…” 

1. If the church was more inclined to stand on truth and suffer, how would it look different? 

2. If the church was more willing to stand on truth and suffer, how would her influence be different? 

Challenge & Plan 

1. What one thing can you strategically do this week so that you more resemble a temple of the Living God 

and less resemble a “synagogue of Satan?” 

2. What one truth of Jesus do you need cling tightly to this week so that you “fear not what you are about to 

suffer? 

This Week’s Group Prayer Needs 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

Additional Resources 

- If you have not listened to the sermon for this study, please listen/watch at fbcwilliamstown.org. 
- Book Recommendation — Walking with God through Pain and Suffering by Timothy Keller 
- RNM Study - The Cross and Suffering (4 Sessions…All Our Great!) by David Platt

http://fbcwilliamstown.org/

