
 

Dear Church…

I know your works, your toil and your patient endura
nce, and how you cannot bear 

with those who are evil, but
 have tested those who call themselves apostles and are 

not, and found them to be false. I know you are enduring patiently an
d bearing 

up for my name's sake, and y
ou have not grown

 weary. But I have this against you, 

that you have abandone
d the love you had at first. Remember therefore from where 

you have fallen; repent, and
 do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to 

you and remove your lampstand from its place, unles
s you repent. Yet this you have: 

you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hat
e.  He who has an ear, 

let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I w
ill 

grant to eat of 
the tree of life, w

hich is in the paradise of God.’

Week 1…You Gotta Love 
Revelation 2:1-7

Care Group Study



Care Group Study — Week 1 

You Gotta Love 
Text: Revelation 2:1-7 

 

Pray 

Pray the Spirit guides your hearts and discussion as you dig into Jesus's words to His church.  
Pray for a willingness to follow Scripture wherever it may lead you. 
Pray for focus as you delve into this week's study. 

 

Background  

Ephesus was not only the capital of the Roman Province, but it was a very distinct city for many 
other reasons. Often referred to as "the metropolis of Asia," it was a wealthy business hub. It was 
situated on a busy trade route from Rome to the east. One of the seven wonders of the world, the 
Ionic Temple erected in honor of Diana (Artemis), was located there. 

The apostle Paul wanted to visit Ephesus on his second missionary journey but was frustrated in 
that desire. While we do not know the exact details of what prevented him, Luke's narrative 
states that "having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia," he was directed 
to Macedonia (Acts 16:6-10). 

Paul was finally afforded a brief visit on his trip home and must have realized its strategic 
importance to the spread of the Gospel. He returned on his third journey with much 
determination and spent over two-and-a-half years in that city preaching, lecturing, defending 
the faith, and visiting people in their homes. 

Paul's tenure in Ephesus came to a quick end when a riot broke out in the city because of a 
drastic drop in the sale of silver replicas of the great Temple to Diana. You can read of this riot 
and Paul's exit in Acts 19 and 20. 

Paul placed Timothy in charge of the Ephesian church. Timothy's purpose was to establish 
church leadership, supervise the growing church, and guard the Gospel's truth. Paul wrote his 
letter to the Christians in Ephesus and a little later, two letters to Timothy from his 
imprisonment in Rome. 

Most Christian tradition points to the apostle John replacing Timothy as the Ephesian church 
leader toward the end of the first century. It is very likely that 1 John was written directly to them. 
Now John finds himself in exile on the island of Patmos. Exiled because he protected the truth, John 
now writes a letter, dictated by Jesus himself, to his beloved church. 



Read 

Revelation 2:1-7 
 

Discuss 

1. What three virtues did Jesus commend in the Ephesian Church without qualification? 

1.   

2.   

3.   

2. How are these virtues beneficial to a local church? 

3. How might these strengths have become the church's downfall? 

4. What do you think Sunday worship was like in this church? 

5. What complaint did Jesus levy against the Ephesian church? 

6. What is repentance? 

7. Why was it essential in the life of the Ephesian church? 

8. What is the path that Jesus plots for the church to return to her First Love? 

9. What solemn warning is given if the church at Ephesus does NOT return to their first love? 



Personal-Level 
 

1. Using a scale from one (lowest) to five (highest), how would you PERSONALLY rate yourself on the 
four virtues highlighted by Jesus in this Scripture section? 

Hard Work    1  2  3  4  5 

Perseverance     1  2  3  4  5 

Firm Hold on Doctrine   1  2  3  4  5 

Love for God     1  2  3  4  5 

2. Discuss why ranked your highest virtue the highest AND the lowest the lowest. 

3. In what ways have you lost your First Love? 

 

Church-Level 

1. Using a scale from one (lowest) to five (highest), how would you PERSONALLY rate it on the four 
virtues highlighted by Jesus in this Scripture section? 

Hard Work    1  2  3  4  5 

Perseverance     1  2  3  4  5 

Firm Hold on Doctrine   1  2  3  4  5 

Love for God     1  2  3  4  5 

2. Discuss why ranked your church's highest virtue the highest AND the lowest the lowest. 

3. How do you think an outsider or a relatively new attendee would answer question #1? 



“Wherever it may lead…” 

1. With our desire to now read and digest Scripture for the sole purpose of going where it may lead, where 
to you feel Jesus leading you personally in this week’s study? 

2. Where do you sense God leading His Church in this week’s study? 

Challenge & Plan 

1. What two virtues do you need to invest time strengthening in your walk with Christ this week? 

1.   

2.   

2. What are two specific steps you can take this week in these strengthening endeavors? 

1.   

2.

This Week’s Group Prayer Needs 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

Additional Resources 

- If you have not listened to the sermon for this study, please listen/watch at fbcwilliamstown.org. 
- Book Recommendation — Letters to the Church by Frances Chan 
- RNM Study - The Hope of Glory (Session: Words From Christ to a Church at War) by David Platt

http://fbcwilliamstown.org/

