
“Be imitators of me as I am of Christ.” 
— 1 Corinthians 11:1—


All Christians are called to imitate Christ to a watching world, but what does that mean? To help 
solidify our understanding of this crucial command, let’s look at the broader context in which 1 
Corinthians 11:1 is located.


Before engaging the questions, take a few minutes to bear your heart to your Heavenly Father and 
then read 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1. Let the words sink in. Reread this section of Scripture if you 
need to, and then let these words guide your contemplation on the following questions related to the 
listed verse.


23. How does this verse play out in real life? What things might be “lawful” but not “helpful?” 
What does this look like in your family relationships? Your work environment? As a 
neighbor? As a Christian serving in the local church?


24. Who is your neighbor? (Note: Visit Luke 10:25-37 for a bit reminder.) How do you prioritize 
your neighbor over yourself? How do you need to BETTER prioritize in this manner?


25-30. What is Paul saying here? How might this play out in your regular interactions? How do 	 	
	       verse 23 and verse 24 affect your answers to this question?


31. If you take this verse seriously, how would you rank yourself? Is God glorified in your daily 
activities? If God was having a face-to-face with you, would he be proud or disappointed 
with your progress? Are there areas where you have become stagnant?


32-33. What is the ultimate goal of our selfless and sacrificial living? Are you willing to sacrifice 	 	
	       some comfort here for the eternal rewards for you and others (v.33)?


Now, how does this context influence your imitating Christ for others to see? When you weigh 
eternity against the finite life we live on earth, how do the needs of others compare to yours? 


Think about that intensely! In light of eternity in hell or Heaven, are you willing to sacrifice someone’s 
eternity in Heaven for a little more comfort in the here and now?  Are you willing to miss a chance of 
someone encountering Jesus to save you from a moment or two of discomfort? What are you willing 
to risk for the sake of the Kingdom and the salvation of souls?


—PRAY—


Father God, we know that You alone can save. We have no power to alter a person’s eternity, but You 
have charged us with being obedient and sharing Your Gospel with this world. God allow us to leave 
the heavy lifting to You and empower us in our obedience to share your Word and grace with all in 
our lives! Amen.


