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REHOBOTH TEENS 

 

If you graduated before 2019 and reflected on your years in school, it’s             
guaranteed to look a lot different than the experiences students have had during 
the last two years. Our students have had experiences that we could never dream 
of, and many of us still don’t completely understand or comprehend. 

We wanted to hear from our students, so we invited them to share some of their 
thoughts and experiences with us. Below are some of their stories. Please be sure 
to offer some words of encouragement the next time you see some of our          
remarkable students!  

Jason  

COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Approximately three months ago, I moved 
to live and attend Grand Valley State        
University. As you can imagine, there are a 
lot of pros and cons. I love having new    
places to explore and new cities to visit.    
Also, I love being busy so the coursework is 
not miserable.  

However, dining cafeteria food can get quite 
old. Quite often I’ll find myself craving a 
home-cooked meal. And now I have to 
share a room with another person,        
something I’m not used to. However, the 
ability to do what I want, when I want to do 
it trumps those cons. I have found a group 
of friends that I really enjoy being around 
and am excited for the rest of the school 

year.   Overall, college has been a thrilling journey and I’m thoroughly en-
joying it! 
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College is super great. There are so many   
opportunities to meet new people and 
make new friends. Basketball is a huge 
part of my life that is super fun and      
helpful. It has brought me many close 
friendships, along with close bonds. Along 
with all the great things I have been         
experiencing, it also very hard. Being away 
from my family is tough, since I am so 
close to them. Trying to find another 
church family has been a struggle as well. 
Keeping my mental health and grades 
would be impossible without my new 
friends, I am so thankful for them, along 
with the  opportunity to pursue my goals 
and dreams.  
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I am almost through the first semester 
of my freshman year. And let me tell you 
it’s been an interesting ride. It has been 
a big step up from high school. I have 
been struggling with school work. There 
has been a lot of it between midterms 
and actual homework. We just registered 
for our second semester classes. It was a 
bit of a struggle because of all the       
students signing up at the same time.  
 
We started Track & Field about 2 months 
ago, and it’s been going really well. Even 
though it makes me feel like I’m 40 years 
old. The workouts are a tedious and     
require a lot of technique. I am currently 
working on high jump, but I start      
working on long jump next week.  
 
All your prayers and support have been 

a big help. I thank each and every  single one of you for your support. 
Please keep in your prayers that we will have a season, and that it will 
be a good one.  
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Freshman year hasn’t been as challenging as I 
thought it would be. I have been enjoying the new-
found freedoms that come with being in high school. 
This fall I have played J.V. Volleyball, and I’m currently 
in J.V. Basketball, and hoping to play Softball and 
Track this spring. In my free time I like to hang out 
with friends and my family. The rest of this year I am 
looking forward to the homecoming dance, getting 
my permit to drive, and seeing what God has in store 
for me for the rest of high school. Please keep our 
students and our school in your prayers, and that we 
continue to have a healthy and safe 
school year. 
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

I am in the 10th grade at McBain High 
School. This fall I ran Cross Country and I 
am now playing basketball. In my free 
time I enjoy hanging out with my friends 
and family. I am looking forward to        
finishing my shop project later this year. 
Also, I am looking forward to getting my 
drivers license in May. Keep us in your 
prayers for the rest of the school year for 
our health and our safety. I will                 
greatly appreciate it. Thank you! 
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My senior year is going well so far. My schedule is  
fairly easy and my classes are going good.  However, I 
am stressed about having to make  college decisions 
and figuring out what I want to do after high school. 
One thing I am looking forward to this year is all of 
the fun trips we get to take such as NHS and our   
senior trip to  Washington DC. There are many things 
I am going to miss about high school. One thing       
especially is sports. Sports have always been a big 
part of my life and I have always enjoyed them. I will 
also miss seeing my friends every day and being able 
to talk to them and hangout with them. One piece of 
advice I would give to younger kids would be not to 
take anything for granted and to enjoy every moment 

because like everyone else says, high school flies by. I am undecided about 
what I want to major in at college but I am looking to continue my academic 
and basketball career at Ferris State University.   
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 My senior year has been going pretty well so far! I’ve had a 

lot going on lately between classes, sports, and other 

things, but it keeps me busy so it’s not too bad. There’s lots 

of upcoming things that I’m looking forward like our NHS 

trip to Chicago and the senior trip to Washington D.C. We’ve 

all been anticipating these trips since freshman year, so I’m 

super excited to finally get to do that! I’m also really looking 

forward to ski season! This will be my fourth year on the 

Onekama ski season, and I’m looking to make it the best 

one yet! I’m in Colorado this week with a few other       

members of the ski team, so I’m excited for that. To be   

honest, I’m really looking forward to college. I’m excited to 

see where I end up, the new people I’ll meet, and to              

experience what it’s like to be on my own for a while. Even 

though I’m looking forward to college, I’m definitely going to miss my friends the most 

when I leave. I’ve grown up with most of my classmates, so it’ll be sad to not see them 

every day after we graduate. I’m looking forward to seeing where everyone ends up 

though. I have no doubt that my classmates are going to do great things in life. I’m         

excited for each and every one of us to find our paths and see where God leads us. I’m 

currently undecided on where I want to go to college; however, I intend to possibly study   

biology or biomedical sciences with the hope of entering the medical field. 

Senior year: it is crazy. The hardest thing for me 

was trying to balance school, work, social life, and 

all of the things that come with senior year. The  

beginning of the year was especially stressful       

because it is such a big change from junior year. 

We were getting things thrown at us and I was just 

trying to figure everything out. Between filling out 

college applications, two AP classes, two dual       

enrollment classes, and figuring out scholarships, it 

has been a lot to handle; thankfully, I am getting 

used to it. I would say that one of my biggest          

anxieties is figuring out if this is actually what I am 

called to do. I am a planner and I like to have everything planned out, so the fact that 

this is not official stressed me out a bit. But I know that God has a plan for me and I will 

eventually figure it out! For almost a year now, I have known that I want to go into some-

thing with children, but I was not exactly sure what I wanted that to be. I am looking into 

Ferris State’s Elementary Education or Early Childhood Education programs right now. I 

work at Little Wheels Preschool before school two days a week and that is helping me to 

better determine what I would like to do. Hopefully with job shadows and further           

exploring I can figure out exactly what I am called to do, or if this is it. A few things that I 

will miss about high school are seeing the people who I have grown up with every day, 

teachers and staff who I have built relationships with, high school activities, etc. But I am 

looking forward to this new change that lies ahead and all of the new people I will meet!  
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Ever think about how you greet people? Common expressions and/or greetings 
are “What’s up? What’s the latest? What’s been going on with you? So what’s new 
with you?” Ever really thought about the reason you greet people that way? Some 
ask that initial question, well, just to ask (as in it’s what you do/how you start a  
conversation). Some ask because they’re curious and/or just want to “know the  
latest” with everyone. But some ask because they actually want to know, and do so 
because they really care about you. Hmmm….Why do you greet people the way you 
do? Think about it…. 
 
So...what’s new with you ? (Yes – I’m asking     
because I really want to know!) Probably all 
kinds of things. Change is a constant. Time    
never stops, and with it comes new things.      
Always. We go to new places (restaurants/
stores/etc). We meet new people. We get          
involved in or with something new. We move to 
a new place. We get a new job, go to a new 
school. We have a new child or family member 
come into our life (those are just some of the 
bigger “news”). Change never stops, nor does 
“new”; something new is always going on in our life. New thoughts pop in our head 
& new things take root in our heart. So...what’s new with you?    
 
At RRC, we’ve had “new”. We’ve made some changes physically to our building. 
We’ve got some new changes in our ministry; we just approved a new budget, and 
new consistory members are coming onto our leadership team. We have new  
people worshiping with us that God has given us the privilege of meeting and    
connecting with. But the greatest “new” I hope we have experienced is one I can’t 
really see. The new...in your heart. The change & transformation that God has      
recently brought, and is bringing.  
 
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation. The old has gone, the new has 
come!” - 2 Cor. 5:17 
 
The new that comes from being a follower a Jesus (and not just saying you are).  
 
The new that comes from being in the presence of God (prayer!), being in His 
Word, and living it out. 
 
The new that clearly comes from having God change you from the inside out 
(spiritual growth and transformation).  
 

SO, WHAT’S NEW WITH YOU? 
By Pastor Kevin 



7 

So...what’s new with you (and in you)?    
 
We’re not done with “new” at RRC. Time brings new challenges, and with it the 
need for new responses. Please know that as the challenges come (there have 
been plenty of late, right?), we (the leadership of RRC) are striving to “follow the 
leader” and being grounded in our God,  who has created, redeemed, gifted, and 
called us to be. We are following Him so that every “new” will be met with a    
seeking of His leading, His direction, His wisdom...His grace & truth. 
 
That, combined with the “new” God is working in you...means that as God brings 
us to new places, they will be places of joy, hope, peace and love. Places where  
Jesus is, and beckons us to join Him in. Jesus said; “Behold! I am making everything 
new!”  Can’t wait to see what that means, and experience it with you and Him! 
 
Open to the new in Him that He brings,   
Pastor Kevin 

Therefore go and sin no more 

Your sin’s forgiven! There’s the Door! 

Walk on through, proceed upstairs 

Meet with Him Who truly cares 

One in Spirit with the Lord 

Walk with Him in one accord 

Shift when He does, follow Him 

Love who He does, all of them 

Holy Spirit, God’s pure Light 

Shine into these hearts of night 

Flow out to them, pull them in 

Free them from their bondage grim 

Hallelujah! He has won! 

Praise Father, Holy Spirit, Son! 

  THE SHIFT 
        By Amy Smallegan 
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EXTRAVAGANT LOVE AT FSU 
By Pastor Mike Wissink 

It is a joy and privilege to be sharing with you again. It’s also a great joy having 
students back on campus! It seems somewhat strange to see masses of students 
moving to and from class, and up and down the sidewalks again! Last year it felt 
like a ghost town as no was walking anywhere and buildings were dark, doors 
locked, and everything was being done virtually. I suppose it could be said that 
there’s been somewhat of a return to ‘normalcy’ – although mask mandates and 
Covid protocols are still being implemented in many areas on campus. 

 

We ended the spring semester in May of 2021 with our 
annual spring break  mission trip to Port Gibson, MS. A 
lot of work was done in a short amount of time and in 
between a few rainy days; we built a wheel chair ramp, 
and another 4 wheel chair ramps were repaired, we      
re-shingled a house, built new steps on one of the 
church’s buildings where we stayed (they were so rotten, 
one of our defensive g lineman broke through them the 
day we arrived!). It was a great group comprised of 6 
football players, 10 FCS students, Pastor Ken Krause & 
his daughter Valarie, Gregg & Marilyn Shewan & Don 
and MaryBeth Greiner (members of Fellowship Church), 
and Merle Smallegan. It was such a joy to bless that 
community and worship with them. 

 

My summer ministry consisted of leading a 6-week Bible study on the book of  
Galatians with 7 of our students from both FCS & FCA. I also completed a number 
of premarital counseling sessions that started back in January and officiated 5 
weddings this summer – 3 student alums involved in our FCS/FCA ministries, our 
head FB Coach Tony Annese’s daughter, an assistant FB coach, and a son of a   
couple who’s wedding I did years ago. It’s such a privilege to sit with them through 
premarital counseling sessions and stand before them on their special day. 

 

As we stepped into the start of our school year in August, the programing has 
picked back up with our Tuesday FCS gatherings, Wednesday FCA gatherings and 
Thursday evening Co-Ed Bible study, along with some one-on-one discipling.  
Tuesday evening FCS gatherings bring us together for a time of worship, biblical 
teaching, and fellowship. We’ve been averaging around 22 at our weekly         
gathering. Of the 22 there’s been 6-8 new freshman students. The bulk of the     
returning students have made it easy for me as many help provide leadership 
and plan other activities on the weekend which helps to grow a sense of          
community and identity. 

Merle with an FSU student 
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Our Wednesday Fellowship of Christian Athletes is also going well, although 

those numbers have really dropped as a result of on the going Covid protocols our 
athletic dept. has implemented, and coaches who are concerned about losing      
players to quarantine time. This is the area that I’ve seen the biggest impact         
mentally with elevated levels of anxiety and depression. This has challenged and   
reminded me of my calling as a team chaplain to our many athletic programs – 
coaches, athletes, equipment & training staff. I am called to love extravagantly and 
to serve selflessly. Those are rather broad and sweeping terms and may be too 
vague for some to gather and to translate into action so here are few examples of 
how I live into extravagant, selfless love and service; 

  In pursuing redemptive relationships with coaches and athletes who are not yet 
Christians and may not value my presence, that is extravagant love. 

 When I attend practices, training sessions, team meetings, and any other team 
functions in the most inconvenient hours of the day, that is extravagant love. 

 When I refuse to give up on the athlete who I’m mentoring, even when the athlete 
is more than ready to quit, to withdraw from sport, and even despairs of life itself, 
that is extravagant love. 

 When I actively seek opportunities to take on the most menial tasks, to assist 
coaches and players with the most unpleasant chores, to find ways to be an ally 
to the support staff in their roles, that is selfless service. 

 When a I contemplate the genuine needs of the team and sees opportunities to 
take action, that is selfless service. 

 When doing my job appropriately, I’m well   
connected with those I mentor so that serving 
them is a natural outgrowth of their love and 
respect and there is no thought of personal 
benefit, that is selfless service. 

  

Extravagant love is, by nature, not safe, not     
convenient, not easy, not measured, not            
calculating, but is powerful, transformational, and 
of lasting effect. Selfless service is, by nature, not 
self-centered, not normal, not common, not easy, 
not always fun, not always noticed or respected, 
but it is always appropriate, effective, and Christ-
honoring. My heart’s desire is to be one who 
loves extravagantly and serves selflessly, in hopes 
of making a powerful impact upon the world of 
sport and all those who live in it here at Ferris 
State.  

 
Mike with FSU’s Equipment Manager 
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That encompasses much of my weekly routine serving 
as the Athletic Dept Chaplain, having weekly              
opportunities to be in front of staff and athletes. It’s a 
privilege to present the Gospel at FCA and encourage 
student athletes to compete for an ‘audience of One’. 

I have also been discipling 2 of our student athletes, 
meeting weekly to read and discuss scripture and 
helping them grow in the covenant promises we hold 
dear. It’s so exciting to hear their questions and see 
them have those ‘aha’ moments. 

 

I’m so grateful and appreciative of the support –        
financially and prayerfully – that you as a congregation 
faithfully give me… The ministry here remains vibrant, 
essential, impactful, and strong.  

 

 

 

Prayer requests: 

 

 I’d ask you to be praying with me 
that God would bring another     
person to share in this ministry. I 
have been fundraising to help assist 
such a person to get started and 
currently have a little over $6,500 
set aside in a designated fund. My 
goal is to raise between $10-15,000 
in the next couple of years to help 
this individual get started.  

 Pray for the continuing transition of our Athletic Director position. Our current 
A.D. has been so accepting and encouraging of my presence and what I bring to 
the Athletic dept and he retired Oct 7th. I have met with our new A.D. and he 
seems very favorable to my work within our athletic dept. Pray that our               
relationship grows and for opportunities to minister to him. 

 Pray that God would continue to bless me with strength, stamina, and boldness 
to live out extravagant, selfless love, and service…  

  

    for Christ, the University, and the World, 

      Pastor Mike 

Foosball after a Fellowship of Christian 

Students meeting 

Mississippi Mission Trip Group 
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SERVICE DAY 
By Mary Jo Blackmer 

Service Day has a long history at Rehoboth with 

many branches of outreach in local and                    

international missions. It started many years ago 

making dinners, putting on skits, dramas and      

making different crafts to sell at our annual bazaar.  

Presently, this group’s main mission is making quilts 

to donate at various locations. 

A lot of the material used for the quilts is donated 

but we also purchase anything that is needed to 

complete a project.  Many of the quilt tops are 

made by women at home. During our work day at 

church we put the quilt top together with batting 

and backing.  We also cut many stamps from envelopes that go to Alliance Stamp 

Ministry in Florida. 

No sewing experience is necessary to help put the quilts together.  We would  

welcome anyone to join in on the fun and fellowship on the third Wednesday of 

the month. 

 

The three quilts  

pictured here were 

made for this 

Christmas season 

and are displayed 

at church for us all 

to enjoy! Check out 

the stage in the    

fellowship hall to 

see them. 
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DEVOTIONS 

As we approach the new year, some of 

us might be thinking about starting a  

devotional routine or changing up what 

we’ve been doing. Maybe it feels           

impossible to you, and you don’t even 

know where to start, though you know 

you want to! As a staff, we want to share 

some devotions we’ve loved in different 

seasons of our lives, and maybe one will 

inspire you!   

By Rehoboth Staff 

FOR IN DEPTH STUDY 

By Pastor Kathy Vana 

When I was in college, I joined a 

group called InterVarsity. I was     

really involved with them, and 

would go to meetings and was in 

multiple Bible studies. At one of the 

conventions I went to, I grabbed 

the book, The Quiet Time            

Companion. I loved that it had topical 

studies, character studies, and in 

depth studies of the Bible. It was a 

lot of journaling, and I was growing 

a lot in my faith in that time 

through college. I would call it the 

mountaintop of my devotional life. 

If you’re looking for an in depth 

guide to studying the Bible in   

different ways, check this book out.  

FOR THE TECHIE 

By Rachel Potter 

If you have a smartphone, I highly 

recommend  The Bible App. If you 

download the app, you will have 

the Bible in any version you want 

right on your phone. There are also  

Bible studies and reading guides 

within the app. Click “Discover” on 

the bottom of your screen, and you 

can search by topic, story, or     

scripture passage. Your search     

results will include teaching clips 

from pastors, as well as suggested 

reading plans. Many of them are 

only a few days long, so you aren’t 

committing to a study for very long! 

Next time you’re waiting in line or 

in a waiting room, don’t scroll social 

media, check out a Bible study       

instead!  

 

If you’re looking for a way to read 

through the Bible in a year, but are 

concerned you might not              

understand everything, I highly  

recommend The Bible Recap. You 

can find the reading plan in The    

Bible App, and there’s a daily      

podcast that goes with it to explain 

what you just read. Go to 

www.thebiblerecap.com/start to 

check it out! I did it in 2020, and it 

was an amazing experience! 
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As a teenager, you face so many things. There’s the stress of family, school, work, 

friends, and sports. It’s hard to find time for a devotional life, let alone to figure 

out where you should start. The good news is this: I have so many ideas! I have 

gratitude journals to help you focus on all of the things you have to be thankful 

for. I have devotionals for guys and for girls, for middle schoolers and high 

schoolers. There’s something for everyone, and we would love to give one to you!  

FOR TEENS 

By  Jason Scholten 

TEACHING KIDS ABOUT PRAYER 

By  Troy Finstrom 

Make a prayer jar! Teach your kids 
more about prayer by creating a prayer 
jar. Grab a mason jar, write each prayer 
request on a popsicle stick or a piece of 
paper, and when you have family    
prayer time, each person picks a          
request to pray for.  
 
For more about praying with your kids, 
check out the book What Every Child 
Should Know About Prayer. It teaches kids 
using easy to understand language all 
about prayer—what it is, what it means, 
and how God asks us to pray.  

FOR PRESCHOOLERS 

By  Rachel Potter 

If you have little people in your 
house or your grandkids who come 
to visit regularly, these resources 
might be helpful. We love them in 
our house!  
 
Our favorite kids Bible is The Jesus 
Storybook Bible. From the beginning 
of the Bible, you read about God’s 
rescue plan. Each story from         
creation to Revelation points       
children to Jesus and to God’s plan 
for his people. 
 
We’re also loving Tiny Theologian’s 
ABC cards. Each set has 26 cards—
one for each letter of the                
alphabet—and each card has a 
word, an explanation of the word, 
as well as a Bible verse. There are 
sets about God’s attributes (A is for 
all-knowing, B is for beautiful),     
theology (T is for trinity),  and the 
names of God (S is for Son of God). 
You can use them at mealtimes,   
before bed, or as a devotional tool 
with your kids.  
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We live in some really uncertain times 
right now. In Isaiah 30, God is talking to 
the Israelites after they’ve been stressed 
out about a situation and they tried to 
solve it on their own. Isaiah 30:15 says, “In  
repentance and rest is salvation, in       
quietness and trust is your strength.”  
 
Sometimes we try to solve all of our   
problems and we work so hard. My    
challenge for you this week is to find a 
place to rest and give your problems to 
God. He’s big enough to handle them. 
Whether it’s swinging on your back porch 
or sitting in the woods trying to shoot an 
animal, take some time to be quiet, to 
rest, and to give your problems to God.  

When I was in seminary, I found that by 
the time I had read 100 pages or written a 
paper or studied Greek or Hebrew, the 
last thing I wanted to do was read some 
more. There’s an app called the Daily    
Audio Bible. The app goes through the  
Bible in one year. Each day, you study the 
Old Testament, New Testament, Psalms, 
and Proverbs, all in one day. There’s     
usually a little follow up dissecting some 
of that or a prayer. On this app, you can 
read through the passage, or you can hit 
play and listen to it while you’re getting 
ready for your day or you’re driving to 
work. If you’re someone that’s crunched 
for time, an app is a great way to meet 
with the Lord and acknowledge that life is 
real and we’re trying to do a lot of things 
at once. This has been very life giving for 
me, and has made a huge impact in my 
life. More info is at 
www.dailyaudiobible.com.  

FOR NATURE LOVERS 

By  Bryan Meyering 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE GRIEVING 

By  Angela Warner 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE BUSY 

By  Pastor Kathy Vana 

Streams in the Desert is a         
phenomenal devotional if you’re 
going through loss or a hard time. 
I was given this a gift after our 
daughter Lauren passed away.  I 
found a great amount of comfort 
and peace in reading through the 
promises of God and about the 
hope we have through our faith. It 
gave me some good things to 
think about while I was grieving. I 
highly recommend this if you’re 
struggling or you know someone 
who is struggling. It has some 
great truths in it and can help get 
people through difficult times.  

ISAIAH 30:15 

In repentance 

and rest is 

salvation, in 

quietness and 

trust is your 

strength. 
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FOR THE PERSON STARTING A  

DEVOTIONAL LIFE  

By  Pastor Kathy Vana 

If you’re just getting started in a   
devotional life, I recommend Max 
Lucado. He writes books with       
succinct chapters, but there’s a lot 
of great information in each       
chapter. You’ll want to take the time 
to absorb what you read. It’s a great 
way to start or end your day.  
 
One of my favorites is Traveling 
Light. It’s based on Psalm 23, and it 
takes the Psalm thought by thought 
and verse by 
verse, and 
walks you 
slowly 
through the 
most famous 
Psalm we 
know.  
 
If you’ve never 
done a         
devotion     
before, I 
would highly 
encourage 
that you start 
with Max. He has a lot of good stuff 
out there!  You can find several of 
his books in our church library, and 
also in many of the community       
libraries in our area.  

FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO GO 

DEEPER 

By Angela Warner 

I recently found 
Sparkling Gems by 
Rick Renner. It 
can look daunting 
because it’s huge, 
but I appreciate it  
because it takes 
the text and 
breaks it down  
into the Greek 
words, explains 
what they mean, 

brings it into the time period, and  
explains why it meant what it did.  
 
This book has really helped me     
develop a better understanding of 
the Bible and a better                     
understanding of verses that  I 
might have glossed over or not    
understood. The readings are 3 or 4 
pages long, and it takes 5 or 10 
minutes tops for each one. There 
are questions for each day, a      
prayer, and a confession. I’ve really 
enjoyed it and learned so much 
more about the Bible, what it 
means, and how it applies to me.  

We hope that these books and suggestions have inspired you to get      

creative with your devotional life. No matter what your age or                   

circumstance, there are ways for you to go deeper in your faith, to learn 

more about who God is and what the Bible says. If you check out one of 

these books or apps, we’d love to hear about it. Let us know!  
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AIR FORCE UPDATE 
By Nicole Sikkema 

On March 16th of 2021 I got on a plane and 

flew to San Antonio TX for Basic Military 

Training. BMT was 9 weeks long and it was 

intense both physically and mentally, but I 

learned a lot and graduated as an honor 

grad.  

After graduation of BMT I stayed at        

Lackland AFB in San Antonio for my        

technical school to learn my job. My job in 

the Air Force is flight engineering and my 

initial 3-level training was 3 months long.  

Flight engineering is mainly a male dominant career and it consists of inspecting 

the aircraft before every take off and landing. I am in charge of all mechanical 

systems on the aircraft before, during, and after flight.  I was in a class of 13    

people on base at Lackland, 12 men, and me. I finished top in the class in tech 

school and then needed to go to SERE training.  

SERE stands for survival, evasion, resistance, 

and escape. It was at Fairchild AFB in WA 

state. It is a 2 week long course where you 

learn how to survive in the wilderness and in 

the ocean if you are ever in that situation. 

You also learn how to resist in a hostile   

captive/ terrorist situation. They were the 

most intense two weeks of my entire life.  

After completing SERE, I was sent to Travis 

AFB in CA. I am stationed here in California 

and I will be here for the next 6 years. I have about 2 years left of training before I 

am fully mission-qualified to do my job.  

This in a nutshell has been my Air Force experience! I love my job, my career, and 

the military and I love that I am a part of something so big, such as protecting the 

flag and keeping everyone’s freedom alive.   
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AIR FORCE REFLECTIONS 
By Kendrick Smallegan 

It’s been a while since Sunday, July 18 when I last spent the morning in Lucas with 
all of you. That being said, I have continued to worship with you by streaming the 
service every Sunday morning since I graduated Basic. Ironically, I used to help in 
the sound booth by streaming the service once a month. I guess this is what full 
circle really means.  
 
“Mail Formation Goooo!” 
  
In my time away, the Rehoboth family has flooded me with support- especially 
through letters during Basic Training. My free time in those 7.5 weeks was very 
limited and therefore I usually only had time to read the letters and put them 
away without a reply, sometimes I wasn’t given time for that even. This is the first 
time I’ve really been away from home in my life but quickly I realized how          

fortunate I was to be from such a supportive and car-
ing place. This was very evident during what was 
called mail formation in our dayroom.  
 
Typically, trainees would receive a couple letters a 
week while some rarely got one the entire time and 
others expected them daily. In the beginning my mail 
was coming in a couple days a week. That all changed 
when the Rehoboth Letter and Card  Association got 
involved. Soon I was getting daily letters and plenty 
per day at that. It became sort of a joke on the days 
that I would be called up 3 or 4 times until they simply 
told me to stay at the front as they continued to pull 
mail out for me. I looked forward to those moments 
and those were often the high points of my day.  
 
I want to extend a big thank you to everyone who 

wrote me a letter or even  multiple letters in those 2 months as well as everyone 
else who prayed for me or reached out before and after. I also want to thank 
those that coordinated the process of sharing my address, made stickers with the 
overly long address on them, and that helped distribute them.  
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Basic Military Training (BMT) 
 
Basic was certainly a trying and new experience but I feel a great sense of accomplish-
ment upon making it through. It was certainly different than anything I’d ever gone 
through in about every aspect. The hardest part may have been saying goodbye to what 
I knew and getting on a bus....then 2 planes and 2 more buses. Getting off the last bus 
started what would become the longest and most uncomfortable night of my life. Let’s 
just say when I arrived it wasn’t shaking hands with a smiling greeter holding bulletins 
and the MRE for supper at 2 am was nothing like cookies and lemonade in the fellowship 
hall. Hungry, confused, scared, and freshly showered we went to bed around 4:45, about 
24 hours since most of us had gotten up to leave our hotels for MEPS.  
 
What followed was called Zero Week. A half week of in-processing and becoming          
acquainted with things like yelling, marching, standing at attention, and feeling nothing 
when reaching up to fix your hair. With First Week came lessons on folding clothes,    
making beds, and the realization that there were a lot of things we didn’t even know we 
were doing wrong until graciously having them pointed out by our MTIs. During this 
week, I was made the 2nd Element leader in our formation which also meant I was a   
student leader. I had to work with the other 3 element leaders as well as our dorm chief 
to lead the flight by example and keep order in the absence of our Sergeants. We also 
had to be the communication bridge between our MTIs and the rest of the flight. I found 
the true definition of “shoot the messenger” as usually one if not both of the sides were 
unhappy about what we had to say or inform them about.  
 
2nd and 3rd Week’s continue the tearing down process. In these middle weeks, classes 
become more regular and the full uniforms are acquired. That led to more lessons into 
how to and how not to wear our new OCPs and Blues as well as how to display them at 
night and at all times on hangers in our wall lockers. By 4th week, things started to 
change a little in interactions within the flight and with the instructors. By this point they 
start to become mentors in addition to being disciplinarians. 5th week was the week in 
which almost all of the qualifications had to be passed and the MTIs went further into 
their mentorship role.  
 
6th week is BEAST Week. That's the fancy acronym for a simulated deployed environ-
ment. Here, our squadron was split up into 4 camps that all looked as though they may 
have been the sets for M*A*S*H. The land and wilderness around us was the red dirt, 
South Texas, bush country that I expected to experience while I was here rather than the 
concrete jungle that is Lackland AFB. Our week was shortened a day because of Labor 
Day weekend at the end of it but we still were able to qualify in the areas of combat     
casualty care, armed entry control point procedures and security, weapons (the M-4), 
and finally chemical warfare personal protection, damage prevention, and aftermath   
reconnaissance. Upon arriving from that week away, we took our exams the following 
day and then had a 4 day weekend.  
 
7th week, the penultimate few days, included various forms of out-processing as well as 
a whole lot of graduation practice and finally graduation on Thursday. The afternoon   
after graduation was open to spend with family before coming back for the night to pack 
and, for some, leave as soon as 2:30 the next morning for Technical Training. Just like 
that the longest 2 months of our lives were over with and the people we were             
spontaneously thrown together and had become a weird family with were dispersed 
throughout the country.  
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Tech School 
 
The first course of my “Tech School” 
was at Lackland which means I only 
moved about 600 yards away to my 
new dorms from my BMT       
Squadron. I was only supposed to 
be here for about 10 days but have 
been here for over 2 months now 
as a  result of a domino effect of 
backups within my pipeline. As I 
write this though, I have been       
informed that I will be leaving in a 
few days and by the time you read 
this I will be at Randolph AFB just 
across San Antonio. In the 6+ weeks 
since completing my week of      
classes, I have been a detail Airman 
and haven’t really done much. I’ve       

volunteered for many things, but at the end of the day, I simply felt like I was often    
spinning my wheels as I saw peers come and go. People from my squadron along with 
some that followed me even graduated from their classes while I was just battling      
monotony. I still got paid and it still counts as time in service but I’m not big on just      
sitting around waiting for something when I’m used to being highly active whether at 
work, with sports, in the outdoors, or in my social life.  
 
Blessings in Disguise 
        
My time of sitting here has brought me some opportunities that I wouldn’t have had 
otherwise. Sometimes I have to sit back and view the present instead of waiting for the 
future. The break from intense instruction and constant events has been nice, especially 
for the first little bit. I’ve gotten to meet and help a lot of new Airmen as they come out 
of Basic and enter the next step of their training. Also, I’ve been extremely fortunate to 
have Kiffin, Lindsay, and Jase living in San Antonio during this time of waiting. I’ve spent 
most of my Saturdays there watching college football and the Red Wings, eating          
non-Dining Facility food, as well as giving now 4 month old Jase some good lessons like 
how to hit a curveball and the similarities between J-words like John Deere and Junk for 
example. I was also able to spend time there with Grandpa and Grandma (Merle and 
Thelma) Smallegan when they came to visit.  
 
I look forward to being home and seeing and talking to you all in person as well as    
worshipping from the pews rather than my dorm. Thank you all for the support that you 
have given me and that you continue to show every single day. From Texas, God Bless! 

 
AB Smallegan, Kendrick P USAF 

 
P.S. Enjoy the snow! 
 
 

 

Kendrick saluting Kiffin after BMT graduation 
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Part of our vision plan at Rehoboth is to have a vibrant fellowship ministry. We 
want to create opportunities for all ages in our church and community to get     
together and have fun.  Here’s a look at some of our fellowship events from this 
fall!  

FALL FELLOWSHIP 
By Rachel Potter 
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 At the end of August, we 

all headed to Adventure 

Island for a church-wide 

fall kickoff event.  We  

enjoyed lunch, a bingo 

tournament, and the 

amusement park! The 

rain ended up putting a 

damper on some things, 

but a good time was had 

by all. After the church-

wide event, our teens 

took over for their own 

kick off. We saw almost 

100 teens join us for an 

evening of fun!  
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In November, Rehoboth hosted The Skit Guys, a Christian comedy duo who tours 

the world bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to churches, conferences, and 

events through hilarious stories and skits. Everyone who attended enjoyed an 

evening full of laughter as The Skit Guys poked fun at the many ways we (clumsily) 

share the gospel. They told how they met in high school and have been making 

comedy together ever since, and they involved the audience in some improv! A 

good time was had by all!  
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OUR VISION 

FALLOWEEN 

We want to 

create          

opportunities 

for all ages in 

our church 

and           

community to 

get together 

and have fun.   

Our Falloween event 

brought a near record 

number of families to     

Rehoboth. They enjoyed 

dressing up, getting candy, 

and fellowshipping with 

friends and neighbors in a 

safe, warm environment. 

Thank you to everyone 

who volunteered and 

made this event possible!  
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KNOWING WHEN YOU FINALLY BELONG 
By Gary Vana 

Time plays tricks on us and our bodies.  As we age gracefully and get better, our 
bodies breakdown and betray us.  Hair stops growing where it is supposed to and 
starts growing where it’s not.  Body parts start to sag that didn’t used to.  Clothes 
in the closet start to ever so subtly shrink.  In fact, I still have ties from my first 
year teaching that went down to my belt buckle but have shrunk so much, they 
barely make it to the second button up on my dress shirt.  I am proud to say that I 
still don’t have glasses.  That is not to say I don’t need them but technically I don’t 
have them.  That is why they let you increase the font on electronics. 

 

I must confess that I am in denial about the changes my body has taken.  But 
sometimes you must face reality and that is what happened to me this summer.   
You see, my wife Kathy and her sisters went on a Friday outing in late spring.  
They wanted to experience the best part of the coming of summer- garage sales.  
To be honest, garage sales are better than opening presents on Christmas day.  I 
never know what I will own when my wife returns from a garage sale.  This year, 
she hit the jack pot.  She found 15 golf polo shirts in mint condition.  The shirts 
were all name brands.  I was excited until I saw the size.   

 

I said to Kathy –“You bought the wrong size.  This is a size too big.” 

Kathy responds compassionately to me-“ Um, no I didn’t.” 

I told her that I would be swimming in these shirts and she tried to reassure me 
that I was going to be just fine. 

 

I knew I was right and she was wrong.  I was going to prove to her how right I was 
by wearing one of her oversized shirts to church that Sunday.  So that Sunday, I 
put on the oversized shirt and showed up at church ready to claim victory in our 
argument.  That is when the wheel fell off the wagon.  When I arrived, I received 
compliments on how nice the new shirt looked on me.  Some even asked if I had 
lost a little weight.  So after being morally defeated, I slouched over to Kathy, who 
was talking with Rachel Potter.  Rachel looked at me and said, “Nice shirt.”  At that 
point, Kathy explained about our disagreement of the size of the shirts and how I 
was struggling with facing reality about my body.  Rachel turned to me and said 
“Just look at it this way, my girls get excited when they move up a size.” 

 

And that my friends is when I knew I belonged in this church. 
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CONSISTORY 

Dave Meyering is an elder, and has been married to his  wife, Judy, 
for 44 years.  They have 2 sons, 2 daughters in law who have 
blessed them  with 6 wonderful grandchildren.  He  was born and 
raised in Rehoboth, attended McBain CRC until it closed, and has 
been back here ever since. He  retired from a long career at    
Greenstone Farm Credit Services. Now he enjoys gardening, 
golfing, planting trees, and hunting. 

At the beginning of each year, we welcome 4 new consistory members to the 

leadership of Rehoboth—2 elders and 2 deacons. A lot of the work they do is    

behind the scenes, so we wanted to take a moment to introduce them!  

Bob Potter is a deacon and has been married to Rachel for 9 
years. They have 3 kids—Julia, Corinne, and Isaac. Bob works at 
Bohning Archery as their Design Engineer. In his free time, he    
enjoys woodworking and being outdoors. He loves backpacking, 
and his favorite trips are the ones he takes to Isle Royale.   

Brent Eisenga is a deacon. He’s married to Brandi, and they are  
parents to Hannah and Lydia. Brent owns his own business—-
Northern Michigan Lift Service. He services, inspects, sells, and     
installs car lifts and hoists, and this takes him all over of the state of 
Michigan every day. By far, his favorite hobby is deer hunting, 
watching hunting videos, and being in the woods. The last 2 years, 
he’s gone elk hunting in Colorado and is sure to go back again! His 
other passions are camping with family, youth group, and praise 
band. As a deacon, he prays he can grow stronger in faith and be 
able to help others grow stronger, too.  

Tom Whetstone is an elder. He and Deb have been married for 
50 years (as of last month! Wish them a very happy anniversary 
if you see them!) Tom is retired after a long career at Ellen’s 
Equipment. He enjoys spending time with his family and in his 
woodshop working on projects. At church, you’ll see Tom and 
Deb serving on the lower level in our infant nursery.  
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CONTACT INFO 
Our staff and consistory members are here to serve! They would love to help. If 

you aren’t sure who specifically you should speak to, contact Rachel or Sarah and 

they can point you the right direction.  Save this sheet for future reference! We’ll 

publish an up to date one each year in the December edition of Reflections.  

2022 ELDERS 2022 DEACONS 

Jim Bosscher: 231-825-2402 

Greg Buning:  231-775-6684 

Doug Kinkema:  231-839-2084 

Dave Meyering:  231-825-2114 

Dean Smallegan: 231-920-5439 

Tom Whetstone: 231-775-2943 

REHOBOTH STAFF 

Roger Abrahamson: 231-826-3585 

Brent Eisenga: 231-667-7927 

Holly Helsel: 231-825-9857 

Jeremiah Johnson: 231-878-3226 

Scott LaChonce: 231-577-8270 

Bob Potter: 231-942-1154 

Church Office number (office hours Mon-Thurs, 11:30am-3:30pm): 

231-775-7943 

Pastor Kevin Schutt: kevin@rehoboth.church 

Pastor Kathy Vana: Kathy@rehoboth.church 

Sarah Eisenga: sarah@rehoboth.church 

Bryan Meyering: bryan@rehoboth.church 

Jason Scholten: jason@rehoboth.church 

Rachel Potter: rachel@rehoboth.church, 231-878-8172 

Troy Finstrom: troy@rehoboth.church, 231-878-0012 

Jessica Whetstone: jessica@rehoboth.church, 231-920-8082 
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 OH HOW GOD LOVES US 
By Lisa DeBoer 

For many of us the appearance of snow is not a welcome sight. Long before the first 
snowflake falls, we begin to dread the cold dreary days and long months ahead. But 
winter also brings with it indescribable beauty, along with reminders of God’s           
incomparable creativity, and His complete and total interest in us as individuals. 
 

It’s amazing to think that millions of           
snowflakes fall to the ground each year, and 
yet no two snowflakes are exactly alike! It has 
been said that if 100 artists spent a year       
designing as many snowflakes they couldn’t 
come up with the same variety. Equally     
amazing is the uniqueness of every person 
God has ever created or is yet to create. Our 
physical appearance, our voices, our             
personality traits, our laughter, our interests, 
our gifts are all different. Even our fingerprint 
will never match that of another person. How 
amazing is that? 
 
Throughout the Bible God reveals His total   

interest in us as individuals, the great care He took in creating every detail of who we 
are, and His extravagant and everlasting love for us.  
 

“You God made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my 
mother’s womb. You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I 
was woven together in darkness in my mother’s womb.” (Psalm 139:13,15 NLT) 
 
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God     
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10) 
 
“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
outside your Father’s care. And even the very hairs on your head are numbered. 
So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” (Matthew 10:29-31) 

 
As the snowflakes fall this winter, let’s turn our hearts toward God, and focus our 
prayers on praising Him for the wonderful works of His hands. And as you               
contemplate the unique way in which God so carefully created you, may you be      
reminded of your incredible value and of God’s extravagant love for you. 
 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son, that whoever      
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 
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 WEATHER THE WINTER WITH 

WARM WORSHIP 
By Pastor Kevin 

If you aren’t able to join 

us in person for church, 

feel free to join us at 

9:30 am every Sunday 

morning on Facebook 

Live. After the service, 

the recording is       

available on Facebook 

all week.  

On Monday morning, 

the sermon gets posted 

to our website. Simply 

click the “Sermons” tab, and you can choose whether to watch a video or listen to an 

audio  recording.  

We’re hoping you join us each week during the winter for warm worship! December means 

Christmas and Advent, and we will be going through a series entitled, “What are you   

getting for Christmas?”  A special part of that series will be (Lord willing) video clips 

featuring various people (maybe you???) from RRC . And on the 19th, we’ll celebrate the 

birth of Jesus with a Christmas program that features a lot of praise music from our 

choirs.  

 

As we blow into the new year, we’ll have a new series called “So what’s new in you?” that 

looks into different ways God is (and can be) fanning the flame of His presence in you! Yes, 

the winter is going to be cold and snowy. But get ready, Followers of Jesus! God is going 

to fill our Sunday mornings with the warmth of His presence in worship – hope you bring 

your praise to add fuel to the holy fire! 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

It’s almost the new year, and this Type-A, oldest child 

is a walking stereotype who loves a good                

opportunity for some goal setting and planning. Do 

you do the same? Do you pick a theme word or 

verse for your year? Do you set goals for your 

health, finances, family, or personal life? Or is that 

the last thing you would want to do if you had a   

moment of free time around the end of the year? 

Even if you don’t normally set goals for a new year, I 

want to encourage you to think over a couple of 

things. You don’t need to make it a big event. Think 

about them while you’re cooking dinner, driving to 

work, or waiting for an appointment.  

1. How will you grow in your faith in 2022? Will you 

start doing a devotional or getting into your Bible 

every day (check out pages 12-15 for some                   

inspiration!)?  Will you change up what you’re   

doing right now? Will you grow in your prayer 

life? If you truly want to have a deeper relation-

ship with God, it’s going to take some time on 

your part. How will your spiritual life be different 

one year from now than it is today?  

2. How will you use the gifts God has given you? We 

all have them! Maybe you’re really organized. Or 

maybe you are someone with a gift of praying for 

others. Maybe you are good at teaching, like to 

plan a fun party, or easily feel for those who are 

less fortunate than you. Whatever it may be, 

make 2022 the year you use your unique gifts to 

serve God somehow! If you aren’t sure what your 

gifts are, see Pastor Kathy or go to 

www.rehoboth.church/members and take a 15 

minute assessment. That will give you a good 

starting place!  

God has big things in store for you in 2022. I can’t 

wait to hear what they are.  

—Rachel All content copyright Rehoboth    

Reformed Church, 2021.  


