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 CHRISTMAS. A NEW BEGINNING. 
By Pastor Kevin Schutt 

God created the world the way He did to reveal Himself to the capstone of His 
creation: us.  He made it wonderful, awesome, breath-taking, so we would have 
no doubt. From oceans teeming with millions of creatures, to cascading             
waterfalls. From towering cliffs, to stunning rock formations and canyons. From 
woodlots filled with majestic trees to rolling green pastures. God created it all to 
reveal His power, His wonder, His majesty, His holiness...His love.  

 
Think about this: He didn’t need to. He could have created 
a world cast in grey. No vibrant colors. No animals, fish, or 
lush vegetation. A world that was, well, blah; void of       
anything that stirs the heart, causes one to wonder, or 
creates instant awe. But He didn’t. He created it the way 
He did, so we (e.g. everyone) would know He created it, 
and that He existed. He did it, so people (we) would know 
Him. Intimately & personally: 

 
 “To whom will you compare me, or who is my equal, says the 

Holy one. Lift your eyes to the heavens; who created all these? He who brings out the 
starry host one by one, and calls them by name.” - Isaiah 40:25-26. 

 
Sadly, that didn’t last long. Eve & Adam (literally living in a perfect place), out of a 
desire rooted in personal gain (Gen.3:6), believed Satan’s lies. Fast forward to   
Noah, where everyone was bent on their own will; God was not known, nor 
sought (Gen.6:5). God was grieved, and created a new beginning. After the flood, 
God made a covenant with chosen people. He revealed who He was to them, gave 
them His love, and poured it out with grace (forgiveness/redemption) and truth 
(commands/His Word/ promises). So they would know Him intimately, personally 
(Deut.6:3-9). The Old Testament shares the story and experiences of how things 
went forward from that “new beginning” after the flood. Some of the history was 
incredible. Great acts of Faith were lived out, and stories are shared of people 
who knew God deeply, and followed Him with all their heart. Sadly though, the 
Old testament ends (after sharing 1,000’s of years of history) with God’s people, 
His chosen, in captivity, due to repeated patterns of disobedience and rejecting 
His will and plans. All praise to God, all was not lost though, as you know. He used 
prophets to speak of His great love for them, and the plans and purposes He had 
for them in the future: 

 
 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and 

not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me, and 
come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you 
seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the Lord, and bring you 

back  from captivity.” - Jeremiah 29:11-14 

Who  

created  

all these?  
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A future, other prophets (along with Jeremiah) 
shared, would be rooted in the sending of the 
Messiah, the Christ. For them, and for the entire 
world, His arrival would be a new beginning. 
 
And so it was. Out of His great love, God sent      
Jesus. We celebrate with great joy, Christmas (derived 
from Latin literally meaning the worship of the 
Christ)! His birth was a new beginning. Again, 
though, God’s people, His chosen, rejected Jesus & 
eventually killed Him.    
 
But the new beginning God started in Jesus has no 
end. Just as Jesus was God’s gift of grace &      
promise of a new beginning then; so He is today. That’s the incredible truth of 
Christmas. That no matter what we do or who we are, God loves us, and gives us 
a new beginning in Jesus. 
 

And that is my hope for you. For me. For           
Rehoboth. That this Christmas...is a new           
beginning. Those words of Jeremiah state that if 
we will seek Him with all our heart we will then 
find Him. It’s a conditional statement/truth: e.g. 
“if...then..”. It just gets better from there. If we 
truly find Him, we’ll know Him, and knowing Him 
is to love Him.  
 
That’s what Jesus Himself stated was the 

“greatest commandment” of all (Matt.22:37-38), and who He was His entire life. A 
son who, because He loved Him more than anything else, simply sought and     
followed His Father’s will, at the expense and cost of everything, including His life. 
 
Christmas was God’s gift of grace to everyone: a new beginning that would never 
end. Not forced, but freely given out of love. Friends, may your Christmas bring 
and be a new beginning (in whatever way you hope – He is the God of the          
impossible); may the wonder and majesty of the great Lord our God take your 
breath away in new and fresh ways! And may the love of Jesus Christ, full of grace 
and truth, fill you to overflowing, creating new beginnings in you, through Him. 
 
With His heart and love, 
 
- Pastor Kevin 

Out of His 

great love, 

God sent  

Jesus. 

Knowing 

Him is to 

love Him. 
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 WRAPPING OURSELVES IN GOD’S 

PRESENCE By Lisa DeBoer 

 What sort of emotion does the Christmas season stir in you? Perhaps delight, joy, 
excitement, and anticipation flood your heart and mind at Christmas time ... Or 
maybe weariness, loneliness, and anxiety are your companions during the most 
wonderful time of the year. For many of us, the Christmas season brings a mixed 
bag of all of the above. We truly want it to be the most wonderful time of the year, 
but loss and heartache, over packed schedules, disappointments, and unrealistic 
expectations can cause us to feel anything but excited...anything but delight-
ed...anything but joyful.  
 
If we want to experience the true wonder of 
Christmas, and the peace and joy that comes 
with it, we need to “wrap” ourselves, daily, in 
Jesus’ “presence”, through the gift of prayer. 
 
In the midst of all the preparations, this may feel like just another item to add to 
our already over crowded schedules, but, let’s take a look at some Scripture     
passages to see how spending time with God truly is a wise use of our time. 
 
In Luke 10:41-42 Jesus says these words, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and     
upset about many things, but few things are needed - indeed only one. Mary has cho-
sen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her. 
 
In Jesus rebuke, He was not condemning Martha for her desire to serve; rather, He 
was simply letting her know that she was missing something better - That some-
thing was time with Him. 
 
I can identify with Martha, but I am striving to be more like Mary - I don’t want to 
miss the better thing - I don’t want to miss the joy of spending time with Jesus -   
especially at Christmas time. 
 
In John 16:24 we read, “Until now you have not asked anything in my name. Ask and 
you will receive and your joy will be complete.” 
 
Psalm 16:11 “You make known to me the path of life, you will fill me with joy in your 
presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.” 
 
The extra demands on our schedules, and disappointment and loss can cause our 
joy to run dry. Prayer restores onto us the joy that has been depleted. 
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Jesus tells us in Matthew 11:28, “Come to me, all you who are weary and           
burdened, and I will give you rest.”  
 
So much to do and so little time can leave us feeling weary and burdened. Jesus 
offers us rest when we come to him. 
 
In Philippians 4:6-7 we read, “Do not be anxious for anything, but in every situation, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 
 
Strain on our schedule and strain on our budget can leave us feeling over-
whelmed and anxious. Time with God in prayer helps to guard our hearts and 
minds and gives us peace beyond human understanding. 
 
Psalm 145:18 “The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in 
truth.” 
 
Loneliness can be an integral part of Christmas, but, as we come to God in prayer, 
He reminds us of His nearness, of His promise to never leave us or forsake us, 
and of His incredible love that will never fail us.  
 
Prayer is the anecdote for all that ails us during the Christmas season. Anxiety... 
Weariness - Busyness - Loneliness - all fade away as we wrap ourselves in the 
presence of Jesus. And, as the world fades away, the wonder and joy of Christmas 
are ours to enjoy and experience in fuller and deeper measure. 
 
May God’s “presence” be the present we all seek this Christmas. 

Want to stay up to date with Rehoboth through the week? Find us online!  

@rehobothreformed 

Rehoboth Reformed Church 

Website: www.rehoboth.church 
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For the last couple of years, anyone who is in our High School youth group and 
wants to grow in their faith and become a stronger leader has been able to join 
the student leadership team called LIT: Leaders In Training. This year we have   
fifteen high schoolers on the LIT team. 

To join this team you must  attend a youth group regularly, and attend our bi-
weekly meeting,  attend Rehoboth extra activities, commit for one year to this 
program, and be a part of at least two ministry teams. 

The ministry teams are teams that are set up to give these teens a voice in the 
youth group along with helping them grow in their faith. Some of the ministries 
the teens can sign up for are: 

 Welcome Team: This team welcomes newcomers, talks to them and            
introduces them to others. 

 The Follow up Team: This team sends out postcards, notes, or a snap to the 
new people saying they are glad that they came and hope to see them 
again. 

 The Worship Team: picks out songs for us to 
sing Sunday night and is in front leading us in 
worship. 

 The Activities Team: Help plan some fun          
activities for us to do and help with setting up 
and taking down for the events. 

 The Youth Auction Team. They go around     
talking to area businesses about the auction 
and trying to get donation, and this year they 
will be a runner to help where there is need the 
day of the auction. 

 The Social Media: team takes pictures at youth 
groups, outings, and different activities and 
puts them on Rehoboth Instagram page and 
the youth tiktok. 

The L.I.T. program is still in development, but the 
teens who are in it have really stepped up to the 
plate and have done a great job in taking ownership 
in the youth group. We hope that their experiences 
here will grow them into future leaders in their 
churches.  

 LIT. LEADERS IN TRAINING. 
By Jason Scholten 
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 RIGHTNOW MEDIA 
By Rachel Potter 

This past year our Bible study resources got a major upgrade. Through 

RightNow Media, we all have free access to over 20,000 Bible studies, 

teaching content, and kids shows. Here’s what a few of our life groups 

have been using this year. Maybe you’ll find something you like, too?  

 

THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS // Pastor and author J.D. Greear walks through the   

powerful words of Paul. In 9 sessions, J.D. digs into the text of Ephesians verse-by-verse 

and challenges believers to live out the gospel. If the people of your city, of your school, 

of your family are going to hear the gospel, it's going to be from your mouth. Encounter      

Ephesians, and get swept up into the story of Jesus.  

 

THE GOOD GOSPEL //  Do we live like we believe every part of the gospel? In this 

six-week study with Jennie Allen, Jamie Ivey, and Jackie Hill Perry, learn about the foun-

dation of our faith to discover how God brings us from death to life, from fallen to free. 

Because of the gospel, we can experience life with God. Because of the gospel, we are 

free from sin and death. Because of the gospel, we have an eternal hope no matter 

what happens.  

 

UNDERSTANDING WORSHIP //  Why is it that the vast majority of regular              

attenders of Christian churches don’t know what worship is? And just as importantly, 

how can we change that? Understanding Worship can be a big part of the answer. Tom 

Kraeuter has taught about worship for decades. His vast background will help you more 

fully understand worship from a truly biblical perspective.  

 

FIND YOUR PEOPLE // Never in the history of civilization have we been more connected 

and felt more alone. We are all so lonely. What if the ways we have set up our lives are 

fundamentally broken? In the Find Your People video Bible study, bestselling author   

Jennie Allen looks at the original community in Genesis, the Trinity, and the creation of 

people to see what God had planned for us all along. Jennie offers practical solutions 

for creating true community in a world that's both more connected 

and more isolating than ever before. 

 

To create your own account so you can check out these series and 

so many more, scan the QR code, go to www.rehoboth.church/right-

now-media, or search for RightNow Media in the app store on your 

phone, tablet, or smart TV.  
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REHOBOTH LEADERSHIP TEAMS 

At Rehoboth, we are blessed with many people who willingly serve on ministry 

teams. Here’s a quick look at the different teams at Rehoboth and what they do.  

CARE TEAMS 

When you can use an extra helping hand or a listening ear, our care team is here 

to serve and encourage you.  

EMERGENCY HOMEBOUND NEW MOMS 

LIFE CRISIS 

GOD’S 

GOODIES 
Rachel Eisenga 

Vickie Bosscher 

Janell Regnerus 

Thelma Smallegan 

Shyrl Wimmler 

Vickie Bosscher 

Rachel Eisenga 

John Nelson 

Janell Regnerus 

Thelma Smallegan 

Pam Smits 

Rachel Eisenga 

Shyrl Wimmler 

Barb Scholten 

Merle Smallegan 

Barb Scholten 

Rachel Eisenga 

TERMINAL 

ILLNESS 

Cindy Buning 

Carol Brunink 

Bev Meyering 

Janell Regnerus 

Bonnie 

Schripsema 

CONNECTIONS 

Tasked with the mission of welcoming every person that walks through our 

doors in a meaningful way, the Connection Team is led by Pastor Kathy Vana, 

Barb Scholten, Bonnie Schripsema, Karla DeZeeuw, Cindy Bosscher, and Kim 

DeZeeuw. 

DECORATING 

Our decorating team makes sure our spaces are beautiful and welcoming, 

changing the décor with the seasons. Our decorating team is comprised of    

Pastor Kathy Vana, Kim Eisenga, Melissa Fauble, Holly Helsel, and Julie Carroll.  
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FELLOWSHIP 

Do you enjoy events like the Thanksgiving Eve dinner, Falloween, Fall Kickoff, or 

summer pond parties? They are the result of many hours of work from our      

fellowship team! Team members include Pastor Kathy Vana, Brandi Eisenga,   

Jeremiah Johnson, and Terry Pluger.  

FINANCE 

Our finance team takes care of the ins and outs of Rehoboth’s finances, keeping 

the big picture of our budget in mind as we do ministry. Finance team members 

are Roger Abrahamson, Nathan Buning, Derek DeZeeuw, and Scott LaChonce.  

KIDS MINISTRY 

Our Kids Ministry team oversees our weekly kids church, as well as plans special 

kids events like the recent Encounter Advent event, our annual Walk through  

Holy Week before Easter, and summer family discipleship activities. Their team 

is made up of Troy Finstrom, Sarah Brennan, Sam DeKam, Brenda DeZeeuw, and 

Kait Reinink. 

LIBRARY 

Have you perused our church libraries recently? The adult library is upstairs off 

the fellowship hall and has Christian fiction, non-fiction, and movies. Our kids  

library is downstairs where kids are picked up after kids church and has many 

books and DVDs your kids will love. Our librarians in the adult library are Mary 

LaChonce, Bonnie Bouma, and Arlene Eisenga, and Jenny Baney takes care of 

the kids library! 

MISSIONS 

Our missions team is made up of Pastor Kevin Schutt, Patti Bosscher, Holly 

Helsel, and Scott LaChonce. They oversee all things missions related at             

Rehoboth—local, regional, and global. 

PERSONNEL 

Our very own HR team oversees the staff and handles personnel issues if they 

arise. This team is made up of Dean Smallegan, Karen Abrahamson, Mike 

Bosscher, and Sara Walenjus. 
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PRAYER 

We have an active prayer team at Rehoboth led by Lisa DeBoer, Bev Meyering, 

and Steve Reedy. Join them on Sunday mornings at 9 am to pray  over our      

service and every second Sunday of the month at 4 pm for an All Church Prayer 

Gathering. Everyone is welcome to attend and to bathe our church, its people, 

and our community in prayer. 

PROPERTY 

Ever wonder who keeps our buildings and property in tip top shape? It’s our 

property team! Led by Bryan Meyering, our property team members are Dave 

Gilde, Ken Gilde, Doug Kinkema, Judy Meyering, Ivan Stahl, Rich Stahl,  and Marc 

Taylor. 

SECURITY 

Our security team is tasked with keeping us safe during services and events. If 

you see a couple of people wandering the halls during the service, they’re     

probably on the security team! This team is led by Clark Dykhouse, Jim Bosscher, 

Gary Finstrom, Derek DeZeeuw, and Scott LaChonce.  

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

Rehoboth Women's Ministry exists to come alongside the women of our church 

and community to show them the love of Jesus, so they in turn can share His 

love with others. Team members include Judy Meyering, Kim DeZeeuw, Holly 

Mulder, Dixie Nelson, Sarah Eisenga, and Ruth Stahl.  

TEEN MINSITRY 

Our teen ministry team meets every Sunday night to hang out with, encourage, 

and teach our middle school and high schoolers. Leaders are Jason Scholten, 

Drew Vana, Keith Baker, Kahli Heuker, Sydney Heuker, Patti Bosscher, Caleb 

Kamphouse, Brent Eisenga, Holly Mulder, James Nederhood, Kari Steenwyk, Jack 

Winkle, Dustin McLain, and Roxanne Eisenga. 

Thank you to all of the people who give their time to win people for Christ and equip them 

to serve! The people in this article are just the leadership teams—it takes many many many 

more people shaking hands, handing out food, making coffee, and doing so much more on 

a weekly basis to make Rehoboth a welcoming, outreach-focused body of Christ. Thank you 

to everyone who gives their time on a regular basis! 
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There is something wonderful about riding on the 
back of our Harley. First of all, Phil is a very good 
driver.  I have so  much confidence in his skills 
that I often take a little nap with my forehead in 
the middle of his back.  I also read a book, (which 
he says ruins his Harley image.  I feel I'm           
proclaiming to all about the intelligence of Harley 
women). 
 
For many years, we have taken a trip with Don 
and Sandy Bode.  We have gone east, west, north 
and south.  We even joined thousands of other 
motorcycles to celebrate our country in Washing-
ton, DC as part of the Rolling Thunder group. 
 
While we don't talk to each other much while    
riding, we both have great talks with God.  It's a 
great place to pray, thank God for the beauty we 
see all around us, and just relax in His presence. 
 
One of our favorite places to visit is the Thorncrown chapel in Eureka Springs,    
Arkansas.   It is a  beautiful glass chapel on top of a hill in the Ozarks. It has been 
described as a "thin place",  a place where the line between heaven and earth feel 
very thin.  I just describe it as a place of peace.  Soft instrumental music is       
playing.  We sit and are filled with the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Once when we were there another biker rode up.  He 
just stood outside. Phil encouraged him to go in, but He 
said he didn't deserve to enter. He didn't go in while we 
were there, but I hope he did after we left. We will never 
know, just hope that the planted seed of his worthiness 
in Christ blooms and grows. 
 
So if you are ever in the Ozarks, pay a visit to the   
Thorncrown chapel.  Our own Doris Brumels               
recommended this stop to us; we are forever grateful 
that she did. 
 

Wave if you see us.  We are the ones wearing helmets!! 

MY VIEW FROM THE BACK OF THE BIKE 
By Carol Brunink 
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MORE THAN ENOUGH 
By Amy Smallegan 

Saturday, November 12, was a big day for our small team. After many meetings 

of prayer and preparation, we were ready for “Daughters of the King ,” a free one-

day event for Christian women in the Reed City area. We believed God to provide 

for our needs as we displayed his lavish love for our guests, through Music, Mes-

sage, and Material. Everything was falling into place as he used our various       

giftings to create a beautiful and meaningful day. 

 

At the last moment the Lord provided a marvelous worship leader. She brought 

songs only God could have chosen, perfectly weaving into the theme of the day. 

The speakers shared a message about who we are in Christ; how he has            

reconciled us back to our Father and given us the spirit of adoption and authority 

and power, love, and a sound mind. We heard personal testimonies of how       

receiving God’s love changed tragedy into triumph and peril into peace. 

 

And the material! God made sure we had way more than enough to decorate and 

to give away. We wanted the group to, in some small way, believe and receive the 

truth of how precious they are to their Heavenly Father, despite any trauma in 

their lives or any lies about God or themselves they had believed. We used yards 

and yards of satin and tulle, lights and jewels and plants and teapots and fancy 

place settings. We gave away gift bags and crowns, jewelry and books, and much 

more. What a joy! 

 

The afternoon speaker included a story of a good father, his little girl, and a string 

of pearls. The night before we had chosen eight pearl necklaces and placed them 

in a fancy box to give away at the end of the story. We were trusting that the Lord 

would show us who he wanted to bless with them. When the message ended, we 

asked for a show of hands if anyone had been especially moved by the pearl    

story. One by one hands went up, some holding tissues to wipe tears. 
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I took the box and walked slowly around the guest 

tables, drawing out the pearl necklaces one by 

one and handing them with hugs to tearful 

Daughters of the King.  With multiple hands still 

raised, I stopped short. Looking back over the 

room the realization came: eight women had     

already received pearl necklaces. We had trusted 

God to provide us with eight women, not thinking 

that He would have MORE raise their hands!   

Slowly I gazed down into the box, and to my     

surprise, shock and breathless wonder, it was not 

empty! Reaching in I pulled out, in one handful, 

FOUR. MORE. PEARL. NECKLACES. 

 

I handed them out as if in a dream, placing the 

last one over the head of our speaker. I told her 

what God had done . We cried, we hugged, we laughed, and we shared the      

miracle with everyone! It was a miracle of multiplication, but not of loaves and 

fishes: we weren't hungry. It was a miracle of provision, but not like finding a coin 

in a fish’s mouth: we had no bills to pay. 

 

God was among us, Holy Spirit loving on us— this small group of women in this 

small church in this small town. His very Presence was visibly, materially,        

manifested before our very eyes in the form of simple pearl necklaces for his 

daughters. This was God‘s lavish “way more than we can ask or think” kind of 

love. This was our precious Lord, pouring out tangible love just because he     

wanted to. I can’t stop talking about it! Heavenly Father, thank you for Your love! 

 

“ But God proves His love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us.” Romans 5:8 

 

“Behold, what kind of love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 

his children! And that is what we are.” 

1 John 3:1. 

 

“ If you then, despite being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

Luke 11:13  
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A HELSEL FAMILY CHRISTMAS 
By Isabel Helsel 

Christmas at my house is a little different from most. My family are tree farmers. 
This means that we are in the group of people who are responsible for creating 
“Christmas Joy.” It truly is such a fun experience to get to provide a little bit of joy 
for each family that comes and buys a tree or wreath from us. Although the 
Christmas tree season is fun, it also comes with its fair share of struggles. It is a lot 
of work, we put in many 12-14 hour days, we have to work all day in the cold, and 
trees are heavy so you need strength to be able to load them for the customers. It 
takes a lot of mental and physical strength to be a tree farmer.  
 
The joy and strength involved in my family’s Christmas experience reminds me 
of 1 Chronicles 16:27. This verse states “strength and joy are in His place.” This     
really makes me take a step back and look at my life. There is a little slice of    
heaven in the tree field, and in my personal Christmas experience. I am beyond 
blessed to be a tree farmer because I am able to share God’s joy and strength   
during the Christmas season, which is a time that people are more open to         
believing in God.  
 
The Helsel household is blessed to be able to have a wonderful Christmas           
experience. I hope that you and your family are able to feel joy and strength     
during this wonderful holiday season. It is important to take a step back and find 
joy during the hectic hustle you experience this time of year. And if you got a tree 
or wreath from us I hope it brought you a little bit of joy ;) 
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‘TIS THE SEASON 
By Gary Vana 

Again, it is time for the season.  The birthday of Jesus, the arrival of the 3 wise men.  The day 
we celebrate someone who actually was born in a barn.  We call this time Christmas.  A time 
of year where we empty half our storage closet and decorate our house.  Christmas is the 
only time we use an old man and him giving presents to black mail our kids to behave for a 
month. 

Some say it is a magical time and others say it best time of the year.  It is the only holiday 
where radio stations will dedicate a month to songs about the holiday.  Sure there are some 
great Halloween songs like Thriller and the Monster Mash and I bet there must be some top 
10 hits about Easter.   In fact, I tried to look up songs about Pentecost.  I typed in songs with 
spirit in the title.  Google came back with Spirit in the Sky and Smells like Teen Spirit.  Not 
sure either one of those are actually about Pentecost.   

Which brings me back to my point-Christmas.  A holiday celebrated both spiritually and    
secularly.  Where we can sing O’ Holy Night and Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer?  In fact, we 
even have hybrid songs that is both secular and religious.  Can you guess what song is a   
fictional story about a boy’s visit with Jesus?  My personal favorite-“Little Drummer Boy”.   
And what is up with the 12 Days of Christmas.  I mean, 5 gold rings and lords a leaping but it 
is really a secret song about the Christ.  Some of you may know this but it is always good to 
review. 

First, the 12 days of Christmas is the assumed time it took the wisemen to travel to see baby 
Jesus after they saw the star in the sky.  So, really, we shouldn’t start singing the 12 days of 
Christmas until after Christmas.  Now the symbolism: 

 The Partridge in the Pear Tree is Jesus Christ. 

 The 2 Turtle Doves are The Old and New Testaments. 

 The 3 French hens are Faith, Hope and Charity, the theological virtues. 

 The 4 Calling Birds are the four gospels and/or the four evangelists. 

 The 5 Golden Rings are the first five books of the Old Testament. 

 The 6 Geese A-laying are the six days of creation. 

 The 7 Swans A-swimming are the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven sacraments. 

 The 8 Maids A-milking are the eight beatitudes. 

 The 9 Ladies Dancing are the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit. 

 The 10 Lords A-leaping are the ten commandments. 

 The 11 Pipers Piping are the eleven faithful apostles. 

The 12 Drummers Drumming are the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed. 

On a serious note, please remember those who are dreading Christmas.  Christmas is not a 
Hallmark movie for the majority of us.  Reach out to the widows, parents who lost a child, 
divorcees, the lonely, and your neighbor.  Many feel pain and depression at the holidays 
and we are called to be the light.  Please, be the light and have a Merry Christmas. 
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WELCOME, BRAYDEN! 
By Thelma Smallegan 

This little guy is Brayden                 
Wolbers.  He is the son of Derek and 
Chelsea (Bronkema) Wolbers.  He was 
born May 30 and was 6 pounds, 12 
ounces at birth.  He has an older step       
brother, Caden, who is eleven.   

Chelsea says he is a good baby and 
they are loving the stage he’s in.   

Congrats to the Wolbers family!!! 

We would love see you on Sunday    

mornings! If you aren’t able to join us 

in person for church—for whatever 

reason!—feel free to join us at 9:30 

am every Sunday morning on Face-

book Live. After the service, the         

recording is available on Facebook all 

week.  

On Monday morning, the sermon gets 

posted to our website. Simply click the 

“Sermons” tab, and you can choose 

whether to watch a video or listen to 

an audio recording.  

JOIN US! 
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Mark Scholten, elder:  
 

I am a devoted follower of Jesus cleverly disguised as a father 
to a wonderful adult daughter, son, and as of this past June a 
daughter-in-law, 12+ years the widower of a beautiful, saintly 

women named Valerie, and 24 years a material planner for 
Haworth Inc. I enjoy dirt bike riding, football, playing Magic 

the Gathering as often as possible, and taking long walks with 
our newly adopted dog, Adhara. I grew up in Rehoboth, 

moved away for college in 1986 and returned in 2000. I have 
been a member of a men's life group for 15+ years and count 

it a privilege to serve God in the role of elder as together we 
seek to further His Kingdom here on earth.  

NEW CONSISTORY MEMBERS 

Steve Brennan, deacon:  
 
Steve is married to Sarah. They have three children, Nate, 
Lily and Hannah. They moved to the Cadillac area 6 years 
ago and have been attending Rehoboth for the last 5 years.  

Ken Gilde, elder: 
 
I am Ken Gilde.  I have been a member here at Rehoboth since 
1979 when I married my wife, Judy.  This is when I moved my 
membership from the Nazarene Church in Falmouth. I have 
served as a Deacon and as an Elder.  I consider it an honor to be 
asked to serve. 

Shawn Short, deacon: 
  

Shawn Short is a new deacon at Rehoboth. The Short family 
transferred their membership to Rehoboth in January of 

2015 after the closing of their home church, McBain CRC. 
Shawn and Heather have been married for 15 years and 

have three children: Easton (12), Gracen (10) and Bowen (6). 
Shawn works for Norwood Sales based out of Horace, 

North Dakota and is the Regional Sales Manager for all of 
Michigan and Ohio. Shawn enjoys hunting, sports, bowling 

on a league and camping with his family and friends.  
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MISSIONS CONFERENCE UPDATE 

In October of this year, you gave over $24,000 during Missions Conference! 

These gifts will be used in our community and around the world to advance 

the gospel. Here’s how the money will be allocated:   

 

 

$5,395 to Community Hope  

 

Community Hope is a community of people who help one another succeed; 

where businesses, schools, churches and individuals join hands in making 

Missaukee County a place to thrive. Community Hope is the local               

organization that supports us in food distribution and helps to make that 

ministry a thriving one.  

More info:   www.communityhopemc.org 

 

$5,000 to My Father’s House Orphanage in Haiti 

 

My Father's House Orphanage in Haiti is home to 200 Haitian children.  

During the school week, up to 200 more kids will attend primary school at 

the orphanage.  

More info: liveglobal.org/my-fathers-house-haiti 

 

$2,500 to Safe Families Northern Michigan 

 

Safe Families for Children hosts vulnerable children and creates extended 

family–like supports for families through a community of devoted             

volunteers who are motivated by compassion to keep children safe and 

families intact.  

More info: Safe-families.org 

 

$2,500 to Tent Schools International 

 

Tent Schools International exists to demonstrate the love of Jesus for       

displaced children through safe, compassionate schools for refugees by 

providing education and technology.  

More info: Tentschoolsint.org 
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$2,500 to Audio Bible Distribution 

 

Audio Scripture Ministries helps connect people to God’s Word in their 

own heart language by distributing audio players around the world with 

recorded scripture pre-loaded on them.  

More info: audioscripture.org 

 

$2,000 to Hands for Haiti  

 

Hands for Haiti is on a mission of self-sustainability.  We at Hands for 

Haiti, believe that God has a purpose for everyone of us and that we are 

all part of His family.  We encourage others to reach out beyond their     

normal lifestyles to serve others unconditionally as Christ served us 

when He walked among His friends.  We provide service-based mission 

experiences to join along with opportunities to support other programs 

in the Artibonite Valley area in central Haiti.  

More info: handsforhaiti.net 

 

$2,000 to Project Canefire 

 

Project Canefire is a ministry in the Domincan Republic. Volunteers    

travel there annually to complete and repair construction and well     

projects, as well as to repair sewing machines and support small        

businesses.  

More info: www.projectcanefire.org 

 

$1,500 to Life Resources 

 

Life Resources helps women and families facing crisis pregnancy           

decisions. Their mission is to empower women and families facing       

unplanned pregnancies with the knowledge they need to make informed 

decisions.  

More info: www.liferesourcesnm.org 

 

$1,000 to CRU 

 

CRU (formerly Campus Crusade for Christ) is a ministry to college        

students to win, build and send Christ-centered multiplying disciples.  

More info: www.cru.org 
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