Reflections
May, 2021

What can we do?
You read the headlines. See the
stories. You have the conversations.
See the posts, see the tweets. It has
clearly immersed our nation, and our
state, and even in the bubble of
Northern Michigan, it is very evident.
What is it? One word: Godlessness.
It seems every day, there’s another
instance, another example of
movement away from God. It’s pretty disturbing. For the past few
months, I’ve been slowly reading through the prophets, and reflecting
on what brought about the fall of Israel. One word (I think you know it);
Godlessness. A movement away from God that was a slow and steady
walk, but very clear and evident. That’s why God brought a number of
prophets to them. Out of His love, He spoke repeatedly to them. But…
they didn’t listen.
My hope is that we get the message! Now! In some ways, it seems as
though people are “waking up”, finally getting alarmed by what is
happening, and what they are seeing. Finally realizing the truth about
the Godlessness in our country. Well…maybe. I’m still amazed by the
responses I hear and see relative to what is taking place in our country
(and has been for a long time – it has been a slow and steady walk too,
but the pace is quickening). To be clear; I’m speaking about the
responses from followers of Christ, not people who aren’t; not “culture” or
“society”. But people who profess Jesus; people who have access to
knowing truth, but don’t. People who know it; but don’t claim it. People
who, as followers, have either waved the white flag to Satan’s army out
of hopelessness or have bought into a “cut and paste” view of truth (it’s
called acculturation).

What can we do? (continued)
It might sound like I’m thinking things are hopeless. Not at all. Am I
really struggling with where we’re at, and exasperated about the
responses by my brothers and sisters in Christ? Absolutely! But not
hopeless. Never. Because I believe in the power and might of God. I’ve
heard one response far too often; “What can I do?”. And when it’s said,
it’s meaning is “I can’t do anything about it. I’m just one person. This is
way past me. What can I do?” Those are words born out of either
hopelessness or apathy. And…they are not Godly responses!
God reveals that “we” can do plenty! “We” have been called to
transform the world, empowered by His Spirit (Phil.4:13)! “We” can do
the best thing; “we” can call on His name! “We” can ask and receive,
“we” can seek and find, “we” can knock and have doors opened, in His
name, for His glory. “We” can do plenty, and experience victory after
victory, because “we” know Him, and HE is God! “We” can stand firm,
“we” can be righteous, “we” can pray, “we” can be who He created,
redeemed, gifted and calls us to be. “We” can be truthful, and “we” can &
must be…filled with grace, and His love.
It is not hopeless, nor is all lost. Far from it. Not while I breathe, not
while you breathe…not while we serve and follow the King of Kings
and Lord of Lords. But…”we” must be, because:
“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people”
God, Proverbs 14:34
If we choose apathy, woe to us. If we choose to accept sin; woe to us. If
we choose to ignore and leave it to others; woe to us. We can be
woeful; or we can be Godly, and be Jesus; whatever that means,
whatever that looks like! We can see God go to work, when we show
up for it. That’s all we really need to do. He’ll do the rest.
With never-ending hope in the God of the Impossible,
Pastor Kevin
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Upcoming Events
MOVIE NIGHT
May 2, 6 pm
Bring your family and invite
your friends for a fun night out!
A great outing for life groups to
enjoy together! Popcorn,
refreshments, and childcare
provided. To help with
planning: please sign up for
childcare on the bulletin board
in the fellowship room.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
May 6, 7 am-7 pm
Sign up in the Gathering
Center on Sunday for your
spot in the all day prayer vigil.
You’ll come to church for 30
minutes to pray for our
nation.

HEALING PRAYER SERVICE
May 21, 6 pm
David Huitron from greater
Grand Rapids will be coming
to Rehoboth to lead this
service. Any questions?
Contact Amy Smallegan at
775-5439
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Prayer Team
Even A Child Can Do It
By Lisa DeBoer
The amazing thing about prayer: everyone
can do it. It is not reserved for those with a
high education or a fancy degree…it matters not
whether you are rich or poor, man or woman,
young or old… it doesn’t even matter how far
along you are in your faith journey. God invites
us all to pray. We don’t have to have all the right words, or say them in an
eloquent manner. Sometimes a simple plea for help is all we can muster.
What matters to God is that we pray. And that we do so with a repentant,
sincere, and expectant heart.
If prayer is so easy, why is it so hard to pray?
Prayer is an area where Satan will use his most lethal weapons to stop us.
He knows that when we pray, the heavens will be opened and his plans
will be thwarted. This is why, above all things we need to protect the time
we set aside to pray. Satan will distract us so we don’t have time, he will
divert our attention toward worldly desires, he will cause us to grow discouraged so we give up, he will cause us to doubt God’s goodness so we
don’t want to pray, he will lie to us, telling us our prayers aren’t good
enough, that God doesn’t care (especially when answers are slow in coming), that God is going to do what he wants to anyway, so why bother. Satan has an arsenal of weapons to keep us from praying, but we have the
Holy Spirit, the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shield
of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of Spirit, which is the
Word of God to help us fight. (Ephesians 6:13-17)
How do we protect our time with God?
Any soldier going into battle will go with a plan and be well prepared.
Since prayer is a battle fought in the spiritual realm, it makes sense that
we should have a plan and be prepared as well.
1. Prepare for Satan’s attacks - Be aware of how Satan is attacking you
and ask God to deliver you from his lies and manipulation so that you
can commit to the discipline of daily prayer.
2. Prepare to place prayer as a top priority - We make time for those
we love, let God know how much you love him by actively choosing to
spend time in prayer each day.
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3. Prepare a place to pray - It can be a closet, a corner of your living
room, your bedroom, anywhere, it doesn’t really matter where, just
that you have a place. It is helpful to have a Bible, some devotional
books, a pen, and a notepad or journal to record what you have
prayed for and when and how God answers.
4. Prepare a time for prayer - Again and again the Bible speaks of morning time prayers. In the Psalms, David reveals a repeating pattern of
morning prayer. The gospel of Mark tells us that Jesus himself went
out very early in the morning, while it was still dark to a solitary place
to pray. Morning prayers can act as a spiritual compass that help us to
remain focused on God through the twists and turns of the day. But if
morning prayers do not fit your schedule, carve out a designated time
during the day or evening to pray. The time of day you set aside to
pray is not nearly as important as the time you commit to prayer each
day.
5. Prepare an atmosphere for prayer - Consider what will help you focus on God and use that in your prayer space. Music, noise level, lighting, decor, anything that helps you focus on God.
6. Prepare to keep your prayer life interesting - Every once in awhile
change up your routine. Find a place to pray outside where you can
reflect on the beauty of God’s creation. Try a prayer walk and pray for
the people in the homes you pass by. Walk around your church and
pray for those who attend, or walk around your local school and pray
for the staff and students. The ideas are endless!
7. Prepare your attitude for prayer - Remember to whom you are praying… to the almighty, most holy, unchanging, living God for whom
nothing is impossible. When approaching God in prayer our attitude
should be one of thanksgiving, repentance, sincerity, humility, expectancy and praise. If you haven’t done so in a while, try kneeling… The
difference your outward position makes in your inner attitude as you
pray may surprise you.
8. Prepare to pray for as long as it takes - Prayer is most often not a
one and done thing. It requires faith, persistence, and patience. When
prayer becomes difficult ask others to uphold you in prayer so that
you will not grow weary and give up. Missionary Charles Brent said
this, "Pray hardest when it is hardest to pray." There will be times
when prayer seems difficult, but keep praying. It’s in those times that
we can see the greatest battles won.
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, FAITHFUL IN PRAYER. (Rom 12:12
NIV, emphasis added)
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Congrats, Class of 2021!
Congratulations to the class of 2021! We’re so proud of you and all that
you have accomplished in your high school career, and are looking forward to seeing where your next steps take you.
Aiden Ashton
Parents: Harry and Lisa Ashton
Future Plans: Aiden plans to attend Colorado Mountain
College for Action Sports
Industry.

Alexis Gilde
Parents: Cainen and Kelly Gilde
Future Plans: to attend Grand Valley State
University. Alexis is still deciding on a program.

Dustin McLain
Parents: Doug and Melissa
McLain
Future Plans: Motorcycle Mechanics Institute in Orlando for
their Harley Davidson program.
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Olyvia Nederhood
Parents: James and Emily Nederhood
Future Plans: still seeking God’s
will and is undecided at this point.

Klaire Pollington
Parents: Brandon and Heather Pollington
Future Plans: Grand Rapids Community
College to study Elementary Education

Kendrick Smallegan
Parents: Rich and Pam Smallegan
Future Plans: Basic Training at Lackland
Air Force Base in San Antonio to begin my
service in the Air Force. I am planning on
serving for a few years and getting some
form of education or training through the
military either during or after my time.
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Congrats, Class of 2021!
Grayson VerBerkmoes
Parents: Dan and Dawn VerBerkmoes
Future Plans: Attend Cornerstone
University to study Pre-Medical, play
basketball, and run track

Blake Whetstone
Parents: Brent and Jessica
Whetstone
Future Plans: Aquinas College
in Grand Rapids to major in
Sports Kinesiology

Madison Whetstone
Parents: Brent and Jessica Whetstone
Future Plans: Kirkwood Community
College in Iowa to major in
Large Animal Veterinary Medicine
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Staff & Consistory
Rehoboth staff and consistory members would love to hear from you.
If you have any needs, their contact information is listed below. Sarah
is in the church office Monday through Thursday of each week from
11:30 am to 3:30 pm. If you have an announcement you would like to
appear in the bulletin, please get it to her by 1 pm on Thursday.
REHOBOTH STAFF
Senior Pastor—Pastor Kevin Schutt
Email--kevin@rehoboth.church
Connections Pastor—Pastor Kathy Vana
Email—Kathy@rehoboth.church
Phone—231-667-4146
Youth Director—Jason Scholten
Email—Jason@rehoboth.church
Phone—231-920-7970
Kids Program Leader —Troy Finstrom
Email – troy@rehoboth.church
Phone – 231-878-0012

Administrative Assistant —Rachel Potter
Email – rachel@rehoboth.church
Phone – 231-878-8172

Church Secretary –Sarah Eisenga
Email – sarah@rehoboth.church
Phone – 231-775-7943
Facilities Manager—Bryan Meyering
Email —bryan@rehoboth.church
Phone – 231-920-4105
Music Ministry Leader—Angela Warner
Email – kirkangelawarner@hotmail.com
Phone – 231-330-0894
Kids Hope Coordinator —Jessica Whetstone
Email – Jessica@rehoboth.church
Phone – 231-920-8082

REHOBOTH CONSISTORY
Elders
Tom Bosscher (21)
John Vredenburg (21)
Greg Buning (22)
Doug Kinkema (22)
Dean Smallegan (23)
Jim Bosscher (23)

Deacons
James Nederhood (21)
231-920-2590
Derek DeZeeuw (20)
231-920-3667
Roger Abrahamson (22) 248-318-9166
Scott LaChonce (22)
231-577-8270
Holly Helsel (23)
231-825-9857
Jeremiah Johnson (23)
231-878-3226

231-920-3869
231-942-8423
231-499-1342
231-590-3366
231-920-5439
231-357-4100

9

Kids Church
TODDLER & PRESCHOOL // Some
choices are easy—wearing the red
shirt or eating the apple instead of
the banana. Then, there are the
not so easy decisions. What do we
do when the decision is hard and
we are struggling to know which
way to go?
We believe the first step to making wise choices is trusting that God’s
way is perfect. Our prayer is that we can help make many of the
35,000 choices a day our preschoolers will be making one day a whole
lot easier. They will know to jump, jump and go God’s way, because
God’s way is perfect!
MEMORY VERSE: God’s way is perfect. 2 Samuel 22:31

KIDS CHURCH // Growing in
faith is not something that
happens by merely cramming
more information about the
Bible into a child’s brain. All of
that knowledge in their head
means nothing if we don’t help
kids experience what that
knowledge can do in their
hearts. To fully experience
faith, we want kids to practice their faith. And that takes commitment.
MEMORY VERSE: Training the body has some value. But being Godly
has value in every way. It promises help for the life you are now living
and for the life to come. 1 Timothy 4:8
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Volunteer Schedule
Date/
Group
May 2

May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

Date/
Group

Infant Nursery
Heather Short
Hope Thompson
Blake & Madison
Whetstone
Holly & Idaline
Helsel
Emerson Huttenga
Joyce Potter
Lisa DeBoer
Megan Kile
Deb Whetstone
Melissa, Dylan &
Brandon Fauble
Betsy Benson

Kids
Church
Lead

Toddler

Pre K

Steven and Sarah
Eisenga

Amy
Smallegan
Stephen Reedy

Nicci Lachonce

Jill DeZeeuw
Kaden
Abrahamson
Steve and
Sarah Brennan

Kevin and JodI
Boven
Jody Brunink
Kim Meyering
Charity Dick
Adyson Nederhood
Josh Anderson

Kindergarten

Jeremiah and
Julie Johnson
LeAnn Eisenga
Trent, Jana &
Dominik
Mulder

1st-2nd

3rd-5th

May 2

Shaun and
Courtney
Mulder

Stacey Finstrom

Jason Scholten

May 9

Kim DeZeeuw

Krisann
Dezeeuw

Caleb Vana

May 16

Melissa McLain

Holly Mulder

Tom Bosscher

Olyvia Nederhood
Alexis Gilde
Kim DeZeeuw

Megan Scholten
Caleb Gilde

Kelly Gilde

May 23
May 30

Brandi
Eisenga
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Sandra Pluger

Rehoboth Teens
May is a busy month for our youth—especially for our seniors. In a
few short weeks they will be graduating and preparing for the next
chapter of their lives.
I ask that you keep them in your prayers along with the rest of your
youth. May they hunger to know Christ more and keep strong in their
faith. May our seniors know that they are loved and that no matter
where they are, they are ALWAYS welcome home here at Rehoboth.

Youth Group Calendar
May 2: Middle and High School will be doing a service project and be
cleaning along Lucas road. We’re starting by the cemetery and going
to old 55.
May 9 : lesson will be on worldly possessions and why not to store up
treasures on earth.
May 16 Community event! Everyone is invited to go on an A.T.V ride
around the Lucas/McBain area.
May 23 Youth Service at 9:30 am, end of the year bonfire

12

13
17
Late Start
Breakfast 8 am
24

31
MEMORIAL DAY

16 Prayer 9 am
Church 9:30 am
ATV Ride 6pm

23 YOUTH SUNDAY
9 am Prayer
9:30 am Church
6 pm Youth Bonfire

30 9 am Prayer
9:30 am Church

Congregational
Awareness
Gathering 7 pm

25

18
Staff 6 pm
Elder/Deacon 7pm
Consistory 8 pm

Property Team 7pm

11

10

9 MOTHER’S DAY
Prayer 9 am
Church 9:30 am
Prayer Gathering 4p
Middle School 5 pm
High School 6 pm

Tue

4

Mon

2 Prayer 9 am
3
Church 9:30 am (with
communion)
Youth Group
Service Project 5pm
Movie Night 6 pm

Sun

May Calendar

26

19
Service Day
9:30am

12

27
Food Distribution
4-5:30 pm

20
Food Distribution
4-5:30 pm

13
Food Distribution
4-5:30 pm

28

21
Healing Prayer
Service 6 pm
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6 National Day of 7
Prayer 7 am-7 pm
Food Distribution
4-5:30 pm

5 Young at Heart
11:30 am

Fri

Thu

Wed

29

22

15

8

1

Sat

