Reflections
January, 2021

A new different (in 2021)
A new different! It can be! If we choose it. If we seek
God’s help. Oh; what does “A new different” mean?
Glad you asked…
We experience “different” every single day; making
2021 stuffed full of different. Whether blessing or issue, whether joyful moment or hard time; even what is
the “same” in a lot of ways, will be different in 2021.
It might involve the same people, happen in the same
place, and play out much like before; but it will be different. It might involve different people, the circumstances will be slightly different, and exactly what we
feel or experience & how we respond to it, will not be
exactly the same. All because it will be different for
us; it will be a day in 2021, and we will be different.
Just like we cannot walk across the same stream twice
(due to our impact crossing it)...every day, we are a
different person, changed by time, and our life experiences. Sometimes subtly, and sometimes...dramatically. That said; even though we will be
different; how we respond could remain largely the
same. We are creatures of habit, and we tend to behave the same way, when dealing & experiencing both blessings and hardship. Which sometimes is good...but
sometimes isn’t! In situations when we respond poorly or in a way that isn’t helpful; we need a “new different”!
We need to respond to what comes our way, all the changes and different things
we encounter, in a new way. Not the “same old way” that brings the same results!
As Albert Einstein said, “the definition of insanity is doing the same thing over
and over, again, but expecting the same results.” So why would we? Why would
we do the same things when we experience similar but new temptations...and fail?
Why would we do the same things when we face tough situations that created
stress and anxiety when we did them before? Why would we do the things we
have in the past when we experience hurt and pain from some-one we love, that
has only damaged or destroyed a relationship? Why wouldn’t we do, and be, a
“new different”?

A New Different, cont.
Why wouldn’t we seek to handle things in a new way that brings a positive impact? A new way that brings emotional well-being...a new way that brings spiritual growth and a deeper knowledge & relationship with God? Why wouldn’t we? It
isn’t easy; it takes deep thought & work to change. It will cost; time, effort, and
maybe pride. But the blessing is, and will be, far greater. Remember Jesus? He
was God’s...new different.
2020 was a real test, and I humbly admit to not getting an “A” and sometimes failing. So I’m praying, and hoping, for new results in this new year. For a new different...from within me. I realize the only way it will happen (authentically, substantially, and permanently) is to seek truth, and God’s leading & empowerment
to renew me:
“Create in me a pure heart, O’ God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”
- Ps.51:10
“Do not be conformed to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind (heart); then you will be able to test and approve (know) what God’s will is, His good, pleasing and perfect will.”
- Romans 12:2
And...that’s true for all of us! Praise God; He is gracious with us, loves us enough
to stick by us (Rom.8:35-39), and will give us anything we stand in need of
(Jn.14:13-14) to create a “new different”, helping us become a better person and
follower of Jesus!
That’s the truth we’ll be looking at to kick off the new year, and I hope you can
join us each week in worship. We need to soak up and apply His truth to help us
experience a “new different” when it comes to how we resolve conflict, making
what really matters matter, keeping our health healthy, and being bold/courageous
instead of apathetic or scared (among other things)!
Whether it’s because of all the garbage or how it revealed some changes I know I
need to make, I’m ready for a new different. Are you? With God’s help…it can
and will be!
Seeking a new different in 2021,
- Pastor Kevin
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Me? A Miracle?
By Shari Nau
It was a warm Thursday afternoon in August. As usual, I was helping at our
church food distribution that had begun in the spring as a way to reach out to people from our community whose lives had been impacted by COVID and lockdown.
I felt no different than usual: there was joy and peace in my heart as we co-labored
with our Lord. I felt no urgency and heard no angelic voice. But I know I had an
idea: that my immigrant friend and his family could use a box of food on this day.
I’d been looking for a reason to visit them anyway.
After finishing the drive-up distribution to over one hundred families, I put in my
vehicle a box for Vladimir, my Messianic immigrant friend. Then the idea grew. I
stopped at home and my husband helped filled a box of meat from our freezer. We
packed up some home canned goods as well. Then I stopped at my girlfiriend’s
house, and she eagerly shared from her shelves to help this family she had never
met. This was fun! When it came time to deliver the food, four big boxes filled
the back of my Jeep.
I had let Vladimir know I was on the way, so he
met me outside. He broke into tears when he
saw all the food. He grabbed a box and bounded
up the steps, calling to his wife. I did not know
what was happening but it was good.
When Nadya joined us, the whole story came
out. They had been praying and trusting God.
With no money and no food, they had cried out
to God for a miracle of provision. “You are for us God’s miracle! You could not
know what we needed but God knew! Holy Spirit tell you! You obey and now you
are God’s big miracle!” You can be sure we shared hugs and joyful tears and prayers at that moment.
I write this to encourage the Body. Do not doubt the still small voice, the thought
that seems to be your own, the idea that sounds like fun. These are ways God
speaks to us. If you obey, you may end up being someone’s miracle!
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
Galatians 6:9
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The Prayer that Changed
a Nation
By Lisa DeBoer
James 5:16 The prayer of a righteous person
is powerful and effective.
Sprinkled throughout Scripture are the
prayers of God’s people. These are not safe
prayers like the ones we often fall into the
habit of saying. No, the prayers of the Bible
are honest and specific. They are uttered
from a broken spirit and a contrite heart. They remind God of His promises; they
are passionate, powerful, and persuasive. They are the kind of prayers that move
heaven, change hearts and save nations.
One if these prayers, is Daniel’s prayer for the nation of Judah. As one reads this
prayer it is evident that this is not a casual, say-on-the-run, kind of prayer. Rather,
it is an urgent plea, a commitment that perseveres over every obstacle and spans
over seventy years. It is a prayer that goes the distance until heaven is moved and
a nation is changed.
What was it about the prayer of one man that brought about spiritual restoration,
renewal, and revival for the nation of Judah? What can we learn today from Daniel’s prayer that would move heaven and change our beloved nation? Is it possible
that after years of turning away from God as a nation, the prayers of one person,
could bring renewal, restoration and revival to America?
Is it possible that person could be you or me?
Daniel 9:4-19 The prayer of Daniel: “I prayed to the Lord and confessed:

“O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with all
who love him and obey his commands, we have sinned and done wrong. We have
been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your command and
laws. We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name
to our kings, our princes and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.
Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame - the men of Judah and the people of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. O LORD,
we and our kings, our princes and our ancestors are covered with shame because
we have sinned against you. The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even
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though we have rebelled against him; we have not obeyed the LORD our God or
kept the laws he gave us through his servants the prophets. All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you.
“Therefore the curses and sworn judgements written in the Law of Moses, the
servant of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against you.
You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing
on us great disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been done like what
has been done to Jerusalem. Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon us, yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by
turning from our sins and giving attention to your truth. The LORD did not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in everything
he does; yet we have not obeyed him.
“Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand
and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we
have done wrong. O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your
anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the
iniquities of our fathers have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to
all those around us.
“Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, O
Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary. Give ear, O God, and hear; open
your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make
requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. O
Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God do
not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.”
When was the last time you prayed this kind of passionate, heartfelt, won’t stop
until -You-bless-me, pleading-until-you-get an answer kind of prayer? When was
the last time you heard someone praying to the point that you became more aware
of the One being prayed to, than the one who was praying? When was the last time
you prayed like Daniel?

Our next All Church Prayer Gathering is on Sunday, January 10 at 4 pm. We’d
love to have you join us! In the meantime, if you want to lift up a prayer request so
other people can join you in praying, you can do so on our website. Head to
www.rehoboth.church/members/prayer-page to leave your praise or request. You
can choose to leave your name or make it anonymous.
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Christmas Letter
By Pastor Kevin
Merry Christmas!!! I am hoping and trusting that for you, celebrating the birth of
Jesus Christ will be everything God intended it to be for you; celebrated with real
hope, experienced with real peace, marked with deep joy, and immersed in genuine love. That’s the Christmas Jesus came for, and I hope it was the kind you had/
will have!
As this year comes to a close, I just wanted to share some of what has happened in
our life, and some personal thoughts. First off; can’t say I’m disappointed 2020 is
drawing to a close! Betty is quick to remind (and encourage) me that it wasn’t all
bad! Certainly God brought some incredible moments to each of us in our lives.
We (Betty & I) found a place to call home, after 15 months of living out of a suitcase & with most of our belongings packed in a box (we’re really grateful for
that)! We’ve watched our two grandchildren, Mackenzie and Luka, transform from
being carpet crawlers into toddlers who skipped walking, and went right into
running (or so it seems). And we received the exciting news that we’ll be blessed
with another grandson in the spring; we’ve really enjoyed the grandpa/grandma
thing! During the summer I was blessed to go on a wilderness trip with two of my
sons/son-in-law and nephew, which was an awesome experience (the fishing was
great, but got topped by being able to spend time with them)! And, as hoped for,
Betty & I not only deepened the relationships with existing friends here; but made
new ones as well...a deep joy, and a rich blessing we praise God for. We do indeed
praise God for those rich blessings, and for His care, providence, mercy and love
poured out so richly over the past year.
But...it has been a hard year. Very hard; 2020 has been the hardest year I have ever
experienced as a pastor. We have dealt with so many unanticipated things the
pandemic brought; way more than we could have imagined. The suspension of
onsite worship (12 weeks total), innumerable meetings about how to navigate
everything hitting us to make 100’s of decisions (often needed immediately).
Many, many cancellations (of events/activities), dealing with necessary and/or
forced change, handling a variety/numerous issues spawned by the virus,
including the inability to care for & come alongside of people who are sick or lost
a loved one. That...really hurt. On top of all that; we just put a vision in place,
started working at getting gifted people to have it come alive...and then got stuck
in the muck of a virus.
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Yep; I am not sad this year is coming to a close! But again (I am hearing Betty as
I write), God poured out some really rich and deep blessings! I praise God that
1,000’s of families have been helped with groceries, and with each bag, the
delivery of the love of Christ!
It’s been incredible to witness, and be a part of! I praise
God that even though worship was suspended onsite
(twice for a total of 12 weeks), He blessed us with gifted,
skilled, and people willing to “go the extra mile” so we
could worship together virtually (which has also allowed
us to worship/impact people we could/did not before). We
also were presented with an opportunity to be Christ by
opening up our doors so students could attend online
classes at school or study, which we said “of course!” to,
meeting those needs (and ones beyond them too).
This past year I have also witnessed leaders leading in
difficult times & working through disagreement,
persevering when it would have been easy to “jump
ship”. Staff working through difficult circumstances
willingly & without compliant; doing what it took and
what was needed. People being the hands and feet of Jesus in new and innovative
ways at RRC, and being incredibly generous through it all with the giving of their
time, gifts, and finances. That’s the short list; so many things flowed out of those,
and many others were experienced! I might have wore out three pairs of jeans
praying; but I praise God for everyone who has been such a rich blessing (and
that’s a long list), and for all He has been, is, and will be!
It has been a hard year. Yet God has led, provided, and is revealing the rich
blessings of His promises to be lived in the coming year. As I look to following
God personally and serving Him with you in 2021; it is my hope that we will
continue to seek His leading, step & move forward with a God-sized faith,
grateful hearts for being counted worthy of whatever He brings our way, and with
a love that brings a smile to His face, joy to His heart, and honor to His name.
Brothers and sisters in Christ...friends...thank-you for who you are in Him.
With humility, gratitude & the joy of the Lord as my/our strength,
- Pastor Kevin & Betty
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Kids Church
TODDLER & PRESCHOOL //
This month is going to be Out of This
World! We are going to use this fun
and exciting theme to help teach
preschoolers about the most amazing
thing ever, which turns out isn’t a
thing at all. No! He’s a person! You
know who I’m talking about – Jesus!
We are teaching preschoolers that
Jesus is amazing! And, we’re doing it by sharing stories about some of Jesus’
amazing miracles. Jesus displayed an amazing understanding of God when He
was at the temple as just a young boy. The people who heard Him were amazed!
Jesus calmed a storm with just a word. Amazing! Jesus filled fishermen’s nets
with fish. Amazing! Jesus healed a blind man with mud and spit. Amazing! This
world, well this universe, is filled with amazing things, but nothing will ever be
more amazing than the One who created it all. Jesus is amazing, and we want our
preschoolers to know it!
Memory verse: “Everyone who heard him was amazed!” Luke 2: 27
KIDS CHURCH // The psalmist
wrote, The earth is the Lord’s, and
everything in it, (NIrV). God is the
author of creation, and God has
entrusted us to care for and cultivate it.
We do that by taking responsibility.
From the work we need to accomplish
to people we meet to the words we
use; life is filled with moments where
we can decide to reflect God’s
character, take responsibility, and use what we have wisely. When we follow
through and do what needs to be done, we can point others to Jesus, the One who
took the ultimate responsibility for us and made it possible for us to be with God
forever.
Memory verse: “Suppose you can be trusted with something very little. Then you
can also be trusted with something very large.” Luke 16:10a
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Volunteer Schedule
Date/Group

January 3

January 10
January 17
January 24
January 31

Date/Group

Infant Nursery

Heather Short
Hope Thompson
Blake & Madison
Whetstone
Holly & Idaline
Helsel
Emerson Huttenga
Joyce Potter
Lisa DeBoer
Deb Whetstone
Melissa, Dylan &
Brandon Fauble
Betsy Benson

Kids
Church
Lead

January 3

January 17

January 31

Brandi
Eisenga

Pre K

Steven and Sarah
Eisenga

Amy Smallegan
Stephen Reedy

*Volunteer Needed

Jill DeZeeuw
Kaden Abrahamson

*Volunteer Needed
Jody Brunink
Kim Meyering
Charity Dick
Adyson Nederhood
Josh Anderson

*Volunteer Needed

Kindergarten

*Volunteer
Needed
Kim DeZeeuw

January 10

January 24

Toddler

*Volunteer
Needed
Olyvia
Nederhood
Alexis Gilde
Kim DeZeeuw
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Jeremiah and Julie
Johnson
LeAnn Eisenga
Trent, Jana &
Dominik Mulder

1st-2nd

3rd-5th

Stacey Finstrom

Mary and Kasey
Rees
Caleb Vana

Krisann
Dezeeuw
Holly Mulder

Tom Bosscher

Megan Scholten
Caleb Gilde

Kelly Gilde

Sandra Pluger

Mark Scholten

Rehoboth Teens
After taking a few weeks off for Christmas break, we will be back in full swing
for January.
Middle School will be kicking things off with a three-week series called popular.
We will be looking at how as Christian we can help influence our friends. The last
two weeks will be looking at making an impacted for the world.
January 3: Jesus can use whatever I have to do big things.
January 10: Doing great things starts with small steps.
January 17: Jesus doesn’t allow our mistakes to be the end
of our story.
January 24: Making an impacted
January 31: Serving

The High School will be jumping into a four weeks series called Family Matters.
We will be looking at how our family life can help serve a propose for Gods
Kingdom. The last week of January we will be looking at loving others.
January 3: When it comes to faith and your
family, love matters most.
January 10: Your family matters even when it’s
fractured
January 17: When your family changes your
mindset matters
January 24: It matters to have more people than
your family
January 31: love they neighbor

Pop cans: If you still have pop cans that you would like to get r id of let J ason
know, or bring them to church and the youth group would gladly take them to use
for our next project.

10

Women’s Ministry
Remember when we did Secret Sisters a few years
ago? You were paired up with another woman, young or
old or in-between, and spent the next month
communicating with them secretly.
We are planning on doing that again, probably in
February. You can sign up for it at church, or call Judy
Meyering at 231 878-9016 or email her
at judy.meyering@yahoo.com or Thelma Smallegan at
825-2588 or mtsmallegan@gmail.com. They will give or send you a short form
to fill out, telling about yourself. Then you will be paired up--and off we go.
Even if many of us don't see each other, we can still have fun doing this, --and
maybe you'll get to know someone you didn't even know before! Watch the
bulletin for details.

College & Careers
Star ting J anuar y 4th we are going to kick off our college students ministr ies.
This is for all college age kids even if you are not going to college. We will be
doing different activities once a month like skiing, axe throwing, potato bar and
games at church, ect. More details to come regarding time and locations for
January 4. If you have any questions contact Jason (231)920-7970. or
email jason@rehoboth.com or add him to snapchat j_scholten1978.

A big thank you to these
young ladies who gave their
time to make treats for after
our Christmas Eve service.
Thank you!

11

Staff & Consistory
REHOBOTH STAFF
Senior Pastor—Pastor Kevin Schutt
Email--kevin@rehoboth.church
Connections Pastor—Pastor Kathy Vana
Email—Kathy@rehoboth.church
Phone—231-667-4146
Youth Director—Jason Scholten
Email—Jason@rehoboth.church
Phone—231-920-7970
Kids Program Leader —Troy Finstrom
Email – troy@rehoboth.church
Phone – 231-878-0012
Administrative Assistant —Rachel Potter
Email – rachel@rehoboth.church
Phone – 231-878-8172
Church Secretary –Sarah Eisenga
Email – sarah@rehoboth.church
Phone – 231-775-7943
Office hours – Monday-Thursday, 11:30 am-3:30 pm
Facilities Manager—Bryan Meyering
Phone – 231-920-4105
Email —bryan@rehoboth.church
Music Ministry Leader—Angela Warner
Email – kirkangelawarner@hotmail.com
Phone – 231-330-0894
Kids Hope Coordinator —Jessica Whetstone
Email – Jessica@rehoboth.church
Phone – 231-920-8082
REHOBOTH CONSISTORY
Elders
Tom Bosscher (21)
John Vredenburg (21)
Greg Buning (22)
Doug Kinkema (22)
Dean Smallegan (23)
Jim Bosscher (23)

Deacons
James Nederhood (21)
Derek DeZeeuw (20)
Roger Abrahamson (22)
Scott LaChonce (22)
Holly Helsel (23)
Jeremiah Johnson (23)

231-920-3869
231-942-8423
231-499-1342
231-590-3366
231-920-5439
231-357-4100
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231-920-2590
231-920-3667
248-318-9166
231-577-8270
231-825-9857
231-878-3226

13
19

26

17 Church 9:30 am 18
Middle School 5 pm Late Start
High School 6:15pm Breakfast 8 am

24 Church 9:30 am 25
Middle School 5 pm
High School 6:15pm

31 Church 9:30 am
Middle School 5 pm
High School 6:15pm

12
Staff 6 pm
Consistory 7 pm

10 Church 9:30 am 11
Prayer Gathering 4p
Middle School 5 pm
High School 6:15pm

Tue

5

Mon

3 Church 9:30 am
4
Middle School 5 pm College Aged
High School 6:15pm Group TBD

Sun

Euchre 7 pm

27

20
Service Day
9:30 am

Euchre 7 pm

13

6
Young at Heart
11:30 am

Wed

28
Food Distribution
4-5:30 pm

21
Food Distribution
4-5:30 pm

Food Distribution
4-5:30 pm

14

7
Food Distribution
4-5:30 pm
Guatemala 7 pm

Thu

January Calendar

29

22

15

8

30

23

16

9

2

1
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Sat

Fri

