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WHO ARE WE GOING TO BE? 
By Pastor Kevin Schutt 

It’s almost football season. And what I’m going to share with you, reminded me of 
a scenario that gets repeated multiple times during the football season, and by 
the best of teams. 
 
Here’s what it is. Players take to the field. A play is sent in. But someone on the 
team either forgets or doesn’t know the play, or worse yet, refuses to run the play 
because they don’t like it! Have you ever seen that happen? Teammates and 
coaches instantly display their frustration; especially if it happens at a critical 
time. Why? Because the result could be a number of things – penalties, big gains 
for the opponent, losing the game – none of them are good!   
 
I was reminded of that because of what I need to share in this article. Last fall, we 
began taking steps to turn our vision (per a Consistory approved Mission & Vision 
Plan) for Spirit filled worship into a reality, as a means of helping us fulfill our mis-
sion; “Winning people to Christ and equipping them to serve.”  Our mission state-
ment is based on the great commission (Matt. 28:19-20), and is clear. Our vision 
for Spirit led worship is rooted in that purpose. It was prayed over, carefully craft-
ed for close to a year, and then approved by our Consistory. In our policy manual, 
directly under our mission statement,  are these words: 

 
“Everything we do – every decision, every ministry, every action – is to be weighed 

against, and grounded in, this mission statement. It is our God given purpose, our rea-
son for existence, and everything we do must help us strive to fulfill it, so that we can 

impact the very kingdom of God, and bring Him glory and honor.” 
 
Why do I share that? I’ll cut right to the chase! Because as a partner in the gospel, 
leader, and pastor, it is evident to me, based on what I have experienced over the 
last few months that either 

a) not everyone grasps the mission of the church 
b) some might grasp it but have placed personal preferences, wants or tradi-

tions above it on their priority list, and/or,   
c) have acted on those prioritized preferences, wants, or traditions, relative to 

the changes in worship.  
 

Some have come to express their concerns and ask questions; which is what God 
desires (see Matt. 18) and I am thankful for that. Unfortunately, others have not, 
and there have been rumors, allegations, and lies spread. People have responded 
with actions and behavior that is not at all Christlike. This has left me (and others) 
frustrated, hurt, and yes, angry. If you have no idea what I’m talking about, I 
praise God for that, and am sorry (but I have to address this). 
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But many of you do, and some of you have been directly       
involved. I have a very important question to ask you; Who are 
you - and thus we - going to be moving forward?  
 
I’m not asking the question to condemn. I’m not asking the 
question out of anger, and I’m not asking the question flip-
pantly. I am asking the question seriously, and I am asking the 
question sincerely and honestly. It is very important to me to 
know your answer...but it is even more important for God to. 
One truth is that regardless of any words you might 
speak...the real answer will be revealed by who you actually 
choose to be. 
 
Why do I ask the question?  Because your answer is foundational 
to the fulfilling of our reason for existing as a church, our    Mission. Who we chose 
to be, in all of our ministry, including worship, will impact our effort to bring God 
glory and honor His name. Our worship is the greatest and most impacting 
“connect event” we have to “win people to Christ and equip them to serve”. That’s 
why leadership and teams have prayed over & sought God’s leading regarding our 
mission relative to worship, and we are striving to worship Him in Spirit and in 
truth. Everything has been done with integrity, and for God’s purposes. 

 
Do you remember the reason why Jesus stat-
ed that “God is Spirit, and His worshipers must 
worship Him in Spirit and in truth” (John 4:24)?   
It was because people (Jews & Samaritans) 
had defined “true worship” by where it was 
being held: location! Sadly, I have seen people 
in the past make worship be about what 
songs we sing or don’t sing, what instruments 
are used or not used, and/or who leads or 
doesn’t lead. And it is happening here, now, at 
Rehoboth. What is being said and done grieve 

my heart, and surely, the Holy Spirit (Eph.4:29-32).   
 
Scripture is clear; Worship is not about us, it ’s about Him (1 Chron.16:28-29)!  
It’s about pouring out our praise, giving Him thanks, exalting His name! Worshiping 
Him alone...above all others, and all other things. 
 
 

Who  

are 

you? 

“God is Spirit, and 

His worshipers 

must worship Him 

in Spirit and in 

truth.” 
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I can’t address or cover all that’s been said and done over the last few months, 
nor do I want to. But I will address two “hot topics” on the “gossip grapevine”.  
 
One is that there has been an intentional lack of communication. Not so. There 
has been a ton of communication with people directly involved, at the Consistory 
level, and with everyone who has been and is involved in our worship. On and at 
a personal level, I have been willing to talk to anybody who is willing to express 
their concerns, or has questions. Anybody.  
 
The other is that “good communication is lacking” (as in no one has stated a 
“plan” or has one) regarding our worship. Truth be told, we talked about this at 
great length in Consistory. That thought begs a question: “What is Spirit led wor-
ship?” Is it not to seek His presence & leading, even in the moment? To follow His 
leading, and fill your worship with praise, as you exalt and honor His name? We 
do have a plan, and a vision, rooted in purpose; it’s to have Spirit led worship!  
Every week! As best we can! To make our worship be about Him!  
 
Back to football to illustrate. Football teams know their purpose. They draw up a 
game plan to achieve it. But they also send in a new play with every single down, 
and that play is based on the immediate situation (3rd and 20 or 2nd and 1). It has 
to be if they hope to fulfill their purpose.  
 
Back to worship. The leadership of Rehoboth knows our purpose. We have a 
“kingdom plan”. And all we’re trying to do - in worship and every other ministry at 
Rehoboth - is to “win people to Christ and equip them to serve.” 
 
I close by asking the question again. Who are you (and thus we) going to be? Will 
we be people who make worship about us, or Him? Will we worship God in Spirit 
and in truth, regardless of the songs we sing, the instruments we use, or who is 
leading us in worship? Or...will worship be about us? Our wants, preferences, and 
traditions? I’m sure I’ve ruffled a few feathers. That’s OK. I’ve done it before & 
might do it again. But it’s an honest question and one I had to ask. For me. For 
Him. 
 
Leading by following Him alone, 
Pastor Kevin 

Rehoboth’s Mission Statement 

Reaching people for Christ and  

equipping them to serve 
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FOUNTAIN WITHIN  
By Amy Smallegan 

My heart four chambers 
A cross of rivers 
The center a spring 
A drop of living water 
A seed planted 
Creates in me a pure heart 
Fountain within sprays above 
Me like a wet umbrella 
Protecting from dry parched 
Land the desert blooms around 
Me because you’re in me 
Fragile flowers 
Flaming colors 
Nurture creatures 
Attract butterflies 
It looked like death 
But life was there 
Under the surface waiting 
For one drop from You 
For one child of Yours 
To walk through the desert 
Forward forging a path of 
Pioneering poppies, pansies, petunias 
For those who see to follow 
The quenching water 
Seems to disappear 
Into the hot sand yet 
Like your word that goes forth 
It does not fall in vain 
30, 60, 100 seeds are under there 
Dormant slumbering waiting 
And then the union!  
Water meets seed in abundance 
Carpeted entry into desert intimacy 
“Come away with me and rest awhile” 
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HE RESTORES MY SOUL 
By Judy Meyering 

As we approach a new year of ministry, the Women’s Ministry team has chosen a 
new theme: He Restores My Soul. Our theme passage will be 1 Peter 5:10-11: 
 

"And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after 
you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you 
strong, firm, and steadfast.  To Him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. “ 

 
To restore means to repair, renovate, or return to a former condition.  As our  
creator, God is the only one who can restore us.  He does that in 3 ways: 
 

 He gives us His Word to guide us, encourage us, and nourish us spiritually. 
 He gives us the privilege and power of prayer. 
 He gives us other Christians to encourage and support us.  We need to be 

part of a healthy, well balanced church to worship regularly and fellowship 
with other believers. 

 
Join us this year as we grow in faith and relationship with the One who restores 
our weary souls. See www.rehoboth.church/ministries/womens-ministry for     
upcoming events and more information. 
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47th FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
By Gary Vana 

This fall started my 47th year of school.  I started school at five years old and I guess I have 
never stopped.  In this article, I am going to reflect on how things have changed and how 
one thing has always stayed the same.  No matter my age, I have always needed to nap the 
first week of school. 

When I was five, I was so excited to head to Mrs. Boone’s class.  I got the pleasure of walking 
a mile to Douglas Houghton Elementary every day. It was the home to the Miners. (I had no 
clue the historical reference until I was 40 years old and visited the Keweenaw Peninsula.)   I 
was all set with my Super Friends with the Wonder Twins lunch box and matching thermos.  
It was the best day ever.  We got to color, sing songs, have a picnic lunch where I was able to 
drink my Tang in the little cup on the thermos and the best part, we got little mats and took 
a nap.  How awesome was this to have a nap as part of the lesson plan!  (BTW, some of you 
might have to Google: Tang.  It was delicious when I was a kid but now that I have taste 
buds, it’s pretty nasty.  Kind of like Beef-a-roni by Chef Boy-R-Dee) 

Let’s fast forward to 7th grade.  This was the first year of middle school.  This was for big kids.  
In my district, we had 3 bus runs.  Therefore, each level of school started at a different time.  
When I was elementary, classes started at 9:05 a.m.   Now that I was a middle schooler, I was 
all set to head to school with my own knock off Trapper Keeper.  I had a Tapper Kepter.  Just 
as good as the real thing except it has a big rubber band to hold it closed instead of a flap 
with Velcro.  Back to my story.  In middle school, our start time got bumped up to 7:45 a.m.  
We had to be on the bus at 7:10 every morning.  The thing was, I grew up in the suburb.  The 
bus didn’t stop at our house but at a thing called the “bus stop.”  We had to walk a mile to a 
place in the neighborhood where 15 to 20 of us would stand out in all kinds of weather to 
wait for the bus.  At this time, school districts were struggling for money and at Waterford 
Pierce High School, home of the Pirates, we only had 5 hour school days.  This meant that 
we were done with school at 12:50 p.m. every day.  That included a half hour for lunch.  It 
was amazing but I wasn’t used to waking up at 6:45 a.m. so you know what that means;  Yup, 
I came home and took a nap.  (BTW, some of you might have to Google: Trapper Keeper.   
After researching it you won’t believe it, but it was really cool.) 

Again, we move forward to college.  I went to school at Central Michigan University-Fire Up 
Chips.! At CMU there was a dance club that had a special themed dance on Sunday nights: 
Oldies night.  Yep, it was a night that they played the music that my parents had 8 tracks of.    
It was so fun to dance the night away.  Afterwards, other freshmen on my floor stayed up 
talking and playing Euchre until 4:30 a.m. Needless to say, it was a late night.  The first day of 
class I had an 8 a.m. calculus class.  That was rough.  Luckily, I had a three hour break before 
my next class.  Plenty of time for a nap.  (BTW, some of you might have to Google: 8-Track.  
It’s how we listened to music before cassettes.  Oh, maybe you might have to Google: Cas-
settes.  Those were the way we listened to music before CDs.  Er, maybe you might have to 
Google: CDs.  That is how we used to listen to music before Napster.  Whoops, maybe you 
might have to Google: Napster.  That is how we listen to… oh, just forget it.) 

Fast forward again to the present.  My 47th year of first days of school.  At this point it is 
mostly muscle memory.  I have been doing it so long it is old hat.  The thing is, it is so hard 
to get back into the routine.  All summer I used my muscles to do chores and work around 
the house but I must tell you, mental exhaustion is as straining as physical exhaustion.  At 
the end of the first day, I praised God for his blessings and gift of the nap.  
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 WHAT DIFFERENCE WOULD IT MAKE? 
By Lisa DeBoer 

 

 “THAT’S MINE!” Shouted my four year old grandson as his little sister picked up 
one of his toys. And soon the tug of war ensued, each one of them holding tightly 
to the object, not wanting to let go. Watching this scenario play out reminded me 
of my less than stellar attitude regarding what’s “mine” too. 
 
God in his rich mercy pours out abundant blessings upon my life each day. He 
gives me life - health - time - spiritual gifts and even worldly possessions. I may 
like to think that each of these things are mine, but, in reality they all belong to 
God. He has gifted these things to me. If I devoted every moment of my whole life 
exclusively to God’s service; I could not give Him anything that was not already 
His. 

 
HE ALLOWS ME TO BORROW THEM FOR HIS GLORY. 

 
What would happen if each of us starting viewing what we have in light of the fact 
that nothing really belongs to us, but, that everything is a gift from God meant to 
be used for His glory? 
 
PERHAPS - We would open our homes to those who need a place of refuge and 
rest.  
PERHAPS - We would dedicate our lives to serving rather than seeking to be 
served.  
PERHAPS - We would delight in the opportunities God gives to love and care for 
others, rather than seeing them as an intrusion in our lives and a drain on our 
time. 
PERHAPS - We would give more generously of all that we have - our time - talents 
- treasures.  
PERHAPS - We would let go of the things of this world in order that we might give 
more abundantly to the things of heaven. 
 
How might our daily lives look different, and how would it impact the world, if we 
lived like nothing really belongs to us? What difference would it make if each of us 
chose to live a sacrificial life? 
 
Jesus is the exemplary example of living a sacrificial life. He understood His pur-
pose for coming to earth as a baby, and humbly submitted ALL that He had for 
His Father’s glory.  
 
HE WILLINGLY GAVE HIS ALL IN ORDER THAT HIS FATHER WOULD BE GLORIFIED. 
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He who hung the stars in the sky, came to dwell in a lowly manger. He who creat-
ed man, became man. He who created the earth, came to walk the earth. He who 
men bow to worship, stooped to wash His disciples feet. He who created the sun 
to shine died in darkness that we could dwell in His light. He who was exalted in 
the heavenly places was despised and rejected by men. He who knew no sin, be-
came sin for us so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Cor. 
5:21. 
 
In light of the truth that Jesus gave His ALL so that we can experience ALL the full-
ness of God here on earth, as well as eternal glory with Him in heaven, perhaps, 
we can humbly seek to live our lives as living sacrifices too, recognizing that all 
we have is a gift, and willingly giving it all back to God, for His purposes and for 
His glory.  
 
PERHAPS - Through our willingness to give back to God what is rightfully His - The 
world would truly know the One who gave His All for 
each of us! 
 
 
As we enter into fall, PERHAPS, we can give back to God some of the time He 
gives to us. We can intentionally set aside time each day to grow in relationship 
with Him through prayer and Bible study. 
 
PERHAPS, we can give up a little extra sleep and give our time on Sunday morn-
ing by joining others to pray before the service begins. We meet each week at 
9:00 am in the meeting room. All are welcome. 
 
PERHAPS, we can give back to God, by joining others in prayer the second       
Sunday of every month, at 4:00 pm, to pray for our church family and Rehoboth’s 
ministry. 
 
PERHAPS, we can begin preparing our hearts and looking ahead at how we can 
set aside some time, beginning on September 11, to go deeper with God, by   
joining together in 21 Days of Deeper prayer.  
 
 
 
Most precious Jesus, thank you for Your perfect example of what life devoted to glori-
fying my Heavenly Father looks like. Thank you for Your willingness to sacrificially  
submit to Your Father’s will, so that I might receive Your righteousness in place of my 
sin. By the power of the Holy Spirit, help me to loosen my grip on my time, talents, 
and treasures, and empower me to live a life that exalts Your Holy Name and glorifies 
my Heavenly Father. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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SNOWBIRDS LIFE GROUP 
By Thelma Smallegan 

The Snowbirds life group people have been having a ball together!! When Rich 
and Cathy Reynolds and Mark and Deb Sullivan offered to lead a group, they ex-
pected 6-8 people to sign up, but they were blessed with 18!!  Five couples and 8 
singles comprise the group, not all of us snowbirds, but glad to join. 
 
We spent this summer getting to know each other, along with getting to know 
God better.  When we started we were told that during the class we would each 
tell our life story.  This was a daunting task for some of us, but it has proven to 
be a real blessing.  As we have pondered what to tell, we have been reminded of 
how God has led us and how faithful He has been on our journey.  We have 
laughed together and cried together.  Even if we have known each other for 
years, many things have been revealed that we never knew. Now we feel closer 
to each other too. 
 
Thank you to the Reynoldses and the Sullivans for offering to lead the group; 
that was Gods leading too!  We're sorry to see it end, but hopefully next 
year we'll do something  similar. 
 

We would love see you on Sunday    

mornings! If you aren’t able to join us 

in person for church—for whatever 

reason!—feel free to join us at 9:30 

am every Sunday morning on Face-

book Live. After the service, the re-

cording is available on Facebook all 

week.  

On Monday morning, the sermon gets 

posted to our website. Simply click the 

“Sermons” tab, and you can choose 

whether to watch a video or listen to 

an audio recording.  

JOIN US! 
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WISSINK FAMILY UPDATE 
By Mike Wissink 

Front row (l-r); our youngest - Mark - is a Junior 
at Calvin College and is studying Comput-
er Science, Alesha (daughter in law) is holding 

Adah (6mo) is next to her husband/our eldest son Matthew. They live in Dubuque 
IA where Matt works as a Manufacturing Engineer for the John Deere company 
and is in the bulldozer division, Alesha is a Pediatric RN and works 1 day a week in 
home care and is an awesome mother & wife.  
 
Back row (l-r); our third eldest - Peter is an EMT & working part time for a local 
builder while applying to Med Schools (Calvin grad), our second eldest - Rebekah 
is a Elementary teacher. She currently is teaching in Uganda Africa, at Good Shep-
hers Fold (an orphanage and missionary outpost near Jinja). Rebekah is holding 
Judah - Matt & Alseah's 1yr old. My wife - Ruth who is a physical therapist and had 
been doing home care for Spectrum health out of Big Rapids, and me. 
 
I am so grateful for Rehoboth's support in prayer and financially... God's doing 
some amazing things here at Ferris State and I get to be a witness to the trans-
forming power of the Gospel in the lives of students and staff here... 
 

Joy and peace,  

Mike 
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BACK TO SCHOOL 
 

All of the kids in our community are officially back to school, from first days of  

kindergarten to first days of college. They’re off on new adventures, with new 

teachers and new classes. Join us in praying for a great school year for all of our 

students! 
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Lord, we want more for our students than mere survival. We pray You will make 
them outstanding leaders and imitators of Your character, secure in their faith. 
Our students deal with tests often, not just with their schoolwork, but in their 
spiritual lives. Help them to be bold as lions, in the sense that their faith won’t be 
shaken by those who attack or question it. Give them knowledge of Your Word 
and time to memorize and meditate often on its biblical truths. Teach them to re-
spect others’ beliefs without compromising their own. 

 

Like a tightrope walker, Lord, our students are trying to balance familiar Truth 
against a host of other unfamiliar voices that are trying to sway their beliefs and 
make them fall. In a world where values are decreasing, morality is fading, and 
persecution is increasing, help our students to walk humbly, to honor You daily, 
and to remain true to their calling in Christ. Let them be ready to give an answer 
to anyone who asks them for the hope or confidence they possess and a reason 
why they have chosen a relationship with You. Help them to let their Light shine 
at school and wherever they go so that others who observe their attitudes and 
actions will know that they are the real thing. 

 

When our students make mistakes or feel they have become imbalanced, help 
them find the courage to admit, “I was wrong. Forgive me,” or “Lord, I need help.” 
Let them treasure their “difference” as a gentle yet bold believer, never to flaunt it 
or to hide it because of timidity or embarrassment. If they encounter challenges 
that pit their studies against their faith, remind them that You are always on their 
side and that You are their Wise Counselor, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. You 
are the One who can dispel lies and deceit. Whether they face fear or danger or 
simply need comfort, may they always turn to You, the One Who always hears 
their cries, and the One who will never leave them or forsake them. 

 

In Your Holy Name,  

Amen 

 

Source: www.crosswalk.com, Rebecca Barlow Jordan 

A PRAYER FOR STUDENTS 
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REHOBOTH TEENS 
 By Jason Scholten 

 This summer was a blast with a lot of different events and mission trips. Here is 
a look back at some of our summer activities. 
  
Shortly after school let out for summer, nine middle school 
students along with a few adults went to Kentucky to check 
out the Mammoth Caves and see the Ark Encounter. This trip 
was amazing seeing one of God's beauties that he created 
with the caves and then being at awe at how big the ark was 
and how Noah and his family took care of the animals was 
stunning. All of us were taken aback by the ark. 
  
 
A few weeks later, the middle schoolers got together for a 
pond party at Bob Clark’s pond. We did a lot of swimming and zip lining into the 
water. We also played spike ball and ate a pile of food to eat. 
  
In July, the high schoolers got a chance to serve in Loveland, Colorado on their 
mission trip. This was such a great time, and a blessing to everyone who went. 
The fifteen teens that went did an awesome job serving on different teams at 
different sites. It stretched a lot of us and got us out of our comfort zones. It was 
great to see the teens adjust, adapt, and work together and with other people to 
help the residents of Loveland. 
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The middle schoolers had a beach day in July. The weather was perfect and it was 
a blast as we swam, played volleyball and went to the playground. 
  
Also in July, the high school students played glow in the dark kickball here at the 
church. It was a ton of fun! We dressed up with glow sticks and played late at 
night. Pictures don’t do it justice! 
  
The last week of July, both Middle and High school students got together and 
spent the day at Ted and Janel Bazuin’s pond. They went swimming and fishing 
and played corn hole, spike ball, and basketball. Thanks to Ted and Janell for 
hosting! 

 
Around the first week of August, we had an area kickoff event at Temple Hill in 
Cadillac with other youth groups around the area. We had about 100 teens show 
up for a corn hole tournament, blowups, axe throwing, 9 square, gaga ball,  and 
food. The worship was amazing and the speaker was perfect. The night was    
centered on refocusing and refueling our lives before this school year. 
 
Those are just some of the highlights we had this summer. Overall, we grew    
closer together and closer to God as we enjoyed the summer time. We’re looking 
forward to getting back to regular meetings this fall! 
 
If you are a Middle School (6th-8th) or High School (9th-12th), we would love to have 
you join us on Sunday nights for Youth Group.  Middle School meets from 5-
6:30pm and High School meets from 6-8pm.  Along with worship and snacks we 
have a big group lesson, small group, crazy games, and so much more.  Our first 
meeting will be at Gary and Kathy Vana’s house on September 11 at 5:30 pm. All 
middle and high schoolers are invited! 
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