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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

Thanks for reading this edition of Reflections! I’m so 

glad you’re here. I hope that this newsletter will 

serve as a way to connect us all to one another on a 

deeper level as we seek to win  people for Christ and 

equip them to serve.  Everything we do at Rehoboth 

is firmly rooted in that call and that mission—

including this newsletter! I hope reading this          

inspired you, encouraged you, gave you new            

information, and maybe even made you smile a bit.  

As Pastor Kevin mentioned in his article, Reflections 

will be moving to a quarterly publication schedule. 

This will allow staff and writers more time to write 

great articles like you just read. We believe this new 

format will allow Reflections to be a greater            

reflection (see what I did there!?) of our mission and 

vision, be a better source of connection for all who 

call Rehoboth home, and a better stewardship of 

our resources.  

This is YOUR newsletter, and I’d love to see more 

voices contributing. The next submission deadline is 

November 15 for the winter edition. We’d love to 

read your stories, articles, poems, and pieces of    

encouragement or inspiration. What is God doing in 

your life? Did you experience him on a deeper level 

through a mission trip, small group, or book you 

read? Are you new to Rehoboth and want to           

introduce yourself and your family (we’d love to 

meet you!)? Did you celebrate a milestone birthday 

or anniversary? Tell us about it! Have a funny story 

or article to share? We’d love to have some humor!  

Since it’s the winter edition coming up, you could tell 

us about  Christmases past or share your hopes for 

the new year. You can submit articles to Rachel   

Potter at  rachel@rehoboth.church or you can put 

handwritten articles in her mailbox at church.  I’m 

excited to see the ways God will use this publication 

for his  glory!  

Blessings on your fall! 

Rachel 

All content copyright Rehoboth    

Reformed Church, 2021.  
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This year, the Rehoboth Women’s     
Ministry Team has been working hard to   
create a mission and a vision for their 
ministry. Their theme Rise Up Unafraid 
was inspired by Pastor Kevin’s series  
entitled Rise Up, and all of the isolation 
we felt during the Covid-19.  
 
Their theme verse is Psalm 27:1 which 
says, “The Lord is my Light and my        
salvation. Whom shall I fear? The Lord is 
the stronghold of my life, of whom shall 
I be afraid?" Says team leader Judy    
Meyering: “David wrote that Psalm even 
while he faced his enemies. Because he 
fully trusted in the Lord, his light and 
salvation, he had no reason to fear. We 
too can have the confidence of David as 
we face the world of today.“ 
 
Rehoboth Women’s Ministry exists to 
come alongside the women of our 
church and our community to show 
them the love of Jesus, so they in turn 
can share His love with others.   

Women at Rehoboth come in all    
ages and stages of life.  
 
We are women of different interests 
and abilities, strengths and         
weaknesses.  
 
Women at Rehoboth are created for 
relationship and need each other. 
We can share in the good times and 
the bad! 
 
Women at Rehoboth can face the  
future unafraid because we trust the 
One who holds the future in the 
palm of his hand. 
 
For more information about           
upcoming events, check our page 
under the Ministries tab at 
www.rehoboth.church.  
 
 

 
Brothers & Sisters in Jesus Christ, 
 
The Executive Ministry Team would like to give you a brief update regarding where we 
are at with our relationship with the RCA, to simply let you know “where we are” and 
“what’s next”.  We urge you to contact either Pastor Kevin or Tom Bosscher if you have any 
questions, to eliminate any rumors or false information (yes it’s happened); thanks so much 
for doing that! 
                                         - The Executive Ministry Team 
 
Where we are: 
 
Phase of Prayer & Discernment: 
 
The Executive Ministry Team and the Consistory as a whole are engaged in a season of 
prayer and discernment (we hope you are too). As a part of the process, we are            
reviewing documents regarding structure, polity and theology from three primary 
groups/denominations:   
 
 Alliance of Reformed Churches (ARC) 
 Evangelical Covenant Order of Presbyterian Churches (ECO) 
 Christian Reformed Church (CRC) 
 
Additionally, we are keeping abreast of the latest developments in the RCA, including 
what will be presented at General Synod, which will occur Oct. 14-19. Our goal is to be 
proactive rather than reactive, and be led by the Holy Spirit as we seek God’s leading.  
Two additional notes; We did send a “letter of intent” to Classis (simply noting we are 
praying and discerning leaving, which may be important regarding financial matters), 
and Classis unanimously passed a recommendation allowing any church to leave 
“generously” (with all it’s assets).   
 
What’s next: 
 
 Continued prayer & discernment 
(*No time frame to this, but we envision it to be less than a year) 
 All updates/actions of the Consistory will be communicated to the congregation. 
 Consistory will vote to present a specific recommendation to the Congregation. 
 Congregation will vote on the specific recommendation (e.g. at a special mtg.) 
 Notification (if we discern leaving the RCA) must be made to the Classis of the dates/ 

times of both Consistory and or congregational votes on the matter. 
 Petitions to transfer from the RCA to where God leads us will be made & processed. 
 
Our purpose: 
 

As has been noted at every meeting; our purpose in seeking discernment is simply to honor 
God, to follow and be obedient to His Word, and to love everyone with His love! 

(full of grace and truth) 

CONGREGATIONAL UPDATE 



A BACK-TO-SCHOOL PRAYER 
THEME VERSE 

"The Lord is my 

Light and my 

salvation. 

Whom shall 

I fear?  

The Lord is the 

stronghold of 

my life, of 

whom shall I be 

afraid?"  

Psalm 27:1 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
We had a great time at the ice cream social in     

July! Many thanks to Ken and Judy Gilde for     

hosting, and to Dave Meyering for helping. And 

thank you to the Women’s Ministry Team for their 

hard work in planning. Team members include: 

Dixie Nelson, Thelma Smallegan, Holly Mulder,  

Alicia Drum, Kim DeZeeuw, Ruth Stahl, and Judy 

Meyering.  

On Saturday, April 2, 2022, 

join us for brunch and 

speaker Shannon Popkin. 

Shannon was the speaker 

a few years ago at the 

Springhill retreat. She will 

be speaking on our theme 

Rise Up Unafraid. Put it in 

your calendar today so 

you don’t miss it!  

SAVE THE 

DATE 



MINISTERING IN EURASIA 

Hi, everyone! I made it back from my trip a few weeks ago- everyone stayed safe 
and healthy. Thank you so much for your prayers and support! This trip to Eurasia 
was absolutely amazing, and I would like to share a couple stories, reflections, and 
quotable quotes from the trip. Unfortunately, I can’t use names of the students 
for safety reasons- sorry! I will just be using initials. 

 
During one of the days at camp, I 
met A. As a Muslim, he does not 
believe in the Holy Trinity. A is 
absolutely hilarious and very    
energetic (except when he pulled 
an all nighter the last day of 
camp!). We went running           
together the second day of camp, 
and I was asking him about his 
faith. He said he has a hard time       
believing in the Holy Spirit. I      
explained to him who the Holy 
Spirit is, that I understood why it 
can be difficult to believe, and 
how I know the Holy Spirit exists. 
I told him, “I know the Holy Spirit 

is real when we are singing worship 
songs in English and Russian, or when I see something really pretty in nature.” At 
the end of camp, one of the team members gave A a book, and we all wrote a 
message inside. After camp, A was one of the students we met up with. He hung 
out with us in the city two days in a row- the first day he was the only student that 
was with us. The leader of the movement in Eurasia remarked that A only went to 
events if there would be a bigger group of students there, so him hanging out 
with our team one-on-one was a big step for him.  
 
Another student we really connected with was B. During dinner, another member 
of the team and I struck up a conversation with B about the Bible. B was asking all 
sorts of questions. How many books are in the Bible? Have you read through the 
whole Bible? What is your favorite book? We answered his questions, and told him 
about the Bible app. We said it has devotionals, all the books of the Bible, and that 
he can connect with us on there. At large group later that night, B was listening   
intently to the speaker. My team member leaned over and let B borrow their       
Bible. B started reading through page after page after page. At the end he took 
pictures of the next couple pages to continue reading. I reached out to the other 
members of the team to see if anyone brought an extra Bible, and they had!  

By Megan Taylor 

A photo of Megan and the team she served with 

 
Glancing back at my calendar, I looked at all the plans represented there, and 
what would make them memorable. I’m not certain what the stories &                  
experiences will be, or where & when they will become. But I do know what needs 
to happen to have them take place: me simply being who God has made me to 
be. He’ll do the rest. That truth brought a smile; the hope and reality of a fall to  
remember is promising...because of God’s promises, God’s goodness and grace. 
God is good, so very good. 
 
What will make your fall a fall to remember? Don’t overthink it, or even try to plan 
it; it’s not about you or in your control. Yet it’s as clear as God’s truth, and as close 
as your heart. Stay close to Him. Be open to His will. If so, when this fall is “in the 
books”...you will have experienced moments you’ll never forget—God moments. 
It will be a fall remembered...forever. 
 
With faith & anticipation of what God will do,  

Pastor Kevin 

Oh Holy Lord 
You speak in dreams 
And show us in the Heavenly streams 
What's happening behind the scenes 
I see You in the darkest place 
Where flesh exposed is all disgraced 
And yet You're there with 
All they need 
Joyfully You share the Seed 
They're reaching out to You! Your face 
Is lit with love and flowing grace 
receiving from Your hand they eat 
Your Word and find it strangely sweet 
It opens eyes and softens hearts 
Restores them all to brand new starts 
Oh shine on us, Your hands to be 
Your feet, Your voice, eternally 
We go where You go, following 
Your steps of love 
Your peace to bring 
 

COZS DREAM 
By Amy Smallegan 



A FALL TO REMEMBER 
By Pastor Kevin Schutt 

What would make this a fall “to remember”? 
 
Boy. Just looked over my calendar for the fall. With the Reflections moving to a 
“quarterly” print mode, I looked over what was coming up over the next few 
months, to make sure what I have the opportunity to share in this space is timely 
and relevant. When I looked, I saw all kinds of things. I saw lots of ministry related 
plans & commitments: meetings, sermon series, our Mission conference, events, 
bible studies. I saw lots of personal stuff too; plans to go to Utah, plans to hunt 
(and of course, to be successful)! Plans for family gatherings & outings. Seeing 
what’s on my calendar made me realize...I have too much on it!   
 
And...I wondered about it all. All the commitments, all the plans. What would 
make them be something other than a check on a list, or water under the bridge? 
What would make them memorable, and this fall...a time to remember?  
 
Answering my own question, I thought, “Well, going out west and seeing parts of 
God’s awesome creation is going to be memorable.” Honestly, I’m sure it will be. I 
love God’s natural artistry, and I’ve heard lots of people say how stunning the     
area we’re going to visit is (and I’m looking forward to it). I thought, 
“Well...shooting a buck of a lifetime would be memorable.” And indeed it would. I 
can recount each of the hunts the mounts in my office represent, and another 
would be just fine with me.  
 
But, as is the case when I start thinking, and thinking about truly memorable    
moments, my heart and mind turned to...God things. God moments. Moments 
that will be remembered forever, because they were cast in eternity. Moments 
never forgotten, because their impact will go far beyond my days as flesh and 
blood. So what will make this fall a “fall to remember”?   
 
Looking again at my calendar and what lays ahead, caused me to recall past “God 
moments”.  They didn’t happen because they were “planned”. Locations and     
timing didn’t really matter. Nor did being with specific people or in particular      
environments make a big difference. Because God moments can happen            
anywhere, anytime, with anyone. All it really takes for a “God moment” to occur is 
to have a heart and mind that is seeking and following God; a heart that is in His 
presence, and alert to His beckoning and leading. A heart that is willing to be, and 
follow. God does the rest, bringing opportunities that become etched in eternity, 
and celebrated forever. Those are true God moments, and ones that will be                 
remembered forever. 
 
 

Everyone wrote a message to B at the front of his new Bible, and we gave it to 
him. He couldn’t believe that it was his and that it had his name in the front. He 
told us that he was going to read through it before his university started back up 
in the fall. On the last day we saw B, he added us to the Bible app he downloaded. 
 
I also met M. She is from a country that is 99% Muslim and is Muslim herself. A 
couple things stood out to me during my time with M. One of them was during 
free time. We were coloring at the table and I asked her what she missed most 
about her home country (she has not been home in two years). Her answer was 
the sun. M missed the way the sun shines in her country. I thought that was such 
an interesting answer because it’s something so simple but provides so much 
beauty. Another time, M and I were working together during the last day of       
English class. We were given four questions that day, and it was her answer to the 
third question that really stuck with me.  
 
We were talking about worldviews that day, so we went through what ours were 
and our life goals. Then we talked about how we got where we were (Creation) 
and life’s messes. The third question was: how do you think the mess will get 
cleaned up? M responded by saying, “Punishment.” I asked her why she thought 
that, and then I explained to her what sin and forgiveness are. I asked her if her 
brother were to wrong her, would she still love him? M said, “Yes.” I told her that 
we believe that God forgives us and loves us no matter what- just like that. I hope 
that one day M will find her light in both her country’s sun and in God. 
 
L is one of my favorite people ever. She is fantastic, and I cannot say enough 
about her or her faith. She has impacted me more than she will ever know. L and I 
went for a walk on the fourth day of camp. As we were walking she asked me, 
“Why are you a Christian?” That question really took the rug out from under my 
feet. I scrambled for an answer. Yes, I was a Christian, but that question really 
made me think about myself and my faith. Why didn’t I have an answer right 
away? I should, shouldn’t I? It’s a seemingly simple question. The answer, however, 
is not as easy, but it is one that we should have prepared, and it is something that 
I am still thinking about.  
 
On the same walk, L also asked me, “Do you understand the Gospel?” I considered 
her question. Yes, I knew the Gospel, but there is a difference between knowing 
and understanding. I responded by saying that I’ve read the stories, but I have so 
much more learning to do before I can say that I understand them. This question 
has also been running through my mind ever since. On the last day of camp, L and 
I went into the main hall (just the two of us and her friend). I gave her my music 
book, and we decided on Oceans because we both love that song. She played the 
piano and sang in Russian while I sang in English. I loved every second of that    
moment, and it has become one of my most cherished memories. 



One of the things that the team and I were blown away 
by was the intention and boldness of the movement in 
Eurasia. Even though the government oppresses them, 
they still pour every bit of  themselves into each student 
at the camp. Prior to camp beginning, select staff and 
students practiced the Mark Drama where they acted 
out the whole book of Mark (this is what we studied in 
our small groups during camp). None of the actors had 
performed this hour and a half long drama before, and 
their actor who was supposed to play Jesus dropped out 
and they had to scrambled to replace them. They           
performed the drama the first night of camp. It was  
performed in Russian, but we had a translator and   
followed along.  We were blown away; it was incredible!  
 
Afterwards, I was talking with a couple members of our 
team. We agreed that we didn’t think we could ever do 
the Mark Drama justice. We commented that we didn’t think American students 
would take it as seriously and that there would be a lack of commitment. This          
reflection from the Mark Drama snowballed into an analogy as I was doing my Bible 
study the next morning. I was reading through the story of Samson. I noticed some       
similarities between Samson’s story and our country. We are both viewed as being so 
strong, so mighty, and so amazing, but as soon as we are pushed? We fall. We throw 
things away for instant gratification. We push our values to the side for just an inkling 
of worldly pleasure just as Samson did when he revealed his weakness. Samson’s 
weakness is our weakness. We seek out what we want instead of waiting for        
something better or trusting in God’s plan for us.  
 
This brought on a couple reflection questions: 

 
 Why are we like this and how did we get 
like this? 
 What is America missing? 
 
As mentioned before, the movement in     
Eurasia is incredibly oppressed by the       
government. We have so, so much freedom 
here. The staff commented about how        
excited we must be to share our faith in 
America because of this. The boldness of the 
Eurasian staff compared with the boldness 
that we lacked blew us away. The Eurasian 
staff taught us so many lessons on faith. 

 

Where is our passion?  
Can we still be salvaged as Samson was? 

 REHOBOTH CHOIRS 
By Angela Warner 

The Worship Choir will start rehearsals Wednesday nights, October 20 from 7:00-8:00 
pm. We would love to have you join us for this weekly time of fellowship with music. We 
will be preparing for our Christmas Program and for singing some anthems during the 
morning services in November.  We welcome all ages and musical ability. If you know of         
somebody that does not attend Rehoboth and would like to join us for the Christmas 
Program, please let them know of the rehearsal schedule. Our Christmas Program will 
take place during the Sunday Morning Service on December 19.  If you have any       
questions, please contact Angela Warner at kirkangelawarner@hotmail.com or 231-330-
0894. 

WORSHIP 

CHOIR 

The AMEN Chorus will start rehearsing on Saturday nights, October 23, from 5:00-7:00 
P.M.  We will practice for 6 weeks and then put on an evening Christmas Program on   
December 4.  If you know of any gentlemen that would like to join this great group of 
men, please let them know of this schedule.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Angela Warner at kirkangelawarner@hotmail.com or 231-330-0894. 

AMEN 

CHORUS 

mailto:kirkangelawarner@hotmail.com
mailto:kirkangelawarner@hotmail.com


 

Jase Kiffin was born on his due date, July 

4th, to Kiffin and Lindsay Smallegan.  He 

was 7lbs, 15 oz at birth. They are living in 

San Antonio, Texas where Kiffin is a 

nurse in the United States Air Force.  He 

works at Brooke Medical Center at     

Lackland AF base.  They are both having 

lots of fun with Jase, watching him grow 

and develop.  Grandpas and Grandmas 

Rich and Pam and Merle and Thelma 

hope to visit them whenever possible.  

OUR NEW BABIES 
By Thelma Smallegan 

Four boys for Angel and Keegan 

DeZeeuw’s family!  Hadyn Peter made 

his entrance on May 22.  Keegan said 

that he looks just like his brothers    

Atlys, Kobyn, and Rylan.  What a busy 

family! 

 KIDS HOPE 
We’re excited to share that Kids Hope will be starting again for the 2021-2022 

school year! As a part of Kids Hope, mentors are matched with elementary        

students. They meet once a week to play games or to help with homework. Kids 

love their mentor time! If you want more information, contact Jessica Whetstone 

at jessica@rehoboth.church or 231-920-8082. 

Here are a couple quotable quotes that have stuck with me from the trip: 
 

“After this world you can’t change your decision.”   
 – Denise (member of the Eurasian staff) 
 
“Faith does not come alone.”  
 
“I’m qualified because I’m willing.”  

-  Hannah (one of our team members) 
 

“You’ll never lock eyes with someone who 
doesn’t have an eternity.”  

– Brian (one of our team leaders) 
 

“Success means being faithful.” – Karen (one of 
our team leaders)  Karen’s words came at a time when I was really struggling. I was 
overwhelmed by the amount of people at camp, and I felt like I had to reach so 
many people.  
 
Things to be praying for: 
 

 The students we met and connections we made; please pray that our      
conversations continue even though we’re an ocean away. Please pray for 
the students and that they continue to stay connected with the movement 
over there.  

 Pray for the staff in Eurasia. They are underfunded and under the eye of 
the government, but they are so, so faithful. Prayers for hope and growth 
would be amazing! 

 Pray for the government and that 
the leaders heart soften towards the 
people and the movement. 

 Pray for Hannah, one of our team 
members. After getting home from 
the trip, she found out she has a 
brain tumor. As I write this, she is  
going to see a specialist and hopes 
to have a surgery scheduled within 
the week. Please pray that the       
surgery goes well and that Hannah 
can be healed quickly with life        
returning to normal- especially since 
it will be her last season of running 
cross country at her university.  

 
Thank you again so much for everything that you have done for me; I am incredibly 
grateful for this church and the community it provides! Please feel free to reach out 
if you would like to talk to me more about the trip- my number is 231- 920- 8285 
and my email is megan.l.taylor@wmich.edu.  

mailto:megan.l.taylor@wmich.edu


REHOBOTH TEENS 
By Jason Scholten 

Here at Rehoboth, our goal for our teens is to prepare them to be Christ             

followers,  to having a heart for Jesus & serving others, and to proclaim their faith 

wherever they go. One way we do this is through small groups. Our small group 

leaders are people from our church who love our area teens and desire to see 

them grow in their faith.  Each Sunday night when youth group is going on, these 

leaders meet with their group of students to build relationships that may last a 

lifetime. They laugh together, cry together, build each other up, support one       

another, and share life together. These men and women are all at different stages 

in their life-some younger others older, some married other single, some with 

kids, some without. Our small group leaders are the backbone of our youth minis-

try and the success that comes from it.  

Let’s meet the leaders of Rehoboth! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL LEADERS 

This is Olyvia’s second year in youth ministries, 

and she will be a small group leader for our 

middle school girls.  

Last year Olyvia thought that it would be good 
for her to get involved with Middle School, as 
she was a senior in high school at that time 
and knew a lot of the girls already and wanted 
to help them grow in their faith. Olyvia’s most      
memorable moment was going to Cran-Hill last 
year when we did Middle School Fall Retreat. 
Olyvia enjoys being a youth group leader      
because it helps bring her out of her comfort 
zone. She says she gets just as much out of be-
ing a leader as she hopes the girls get out of  
their small group. O
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My name is Mallory VanderMeulen.  I'm an    
administrative assistant at the City of Cadillac, 
mainly for the finance department, but I wear a 
lot of different hats.  My hobbies include      
running and exercising, doing crosswords, 
reading, and exploring/adventuring in the UP.  I 
also spend a lot of time getting the new house 
settled and decorated. 
 
I have two sweet 
boys, Sawyer and 

Grayson Meeuwenberg.  Sawyer is in the second 
grade at McBain Elementary.  He loves basketball, 
video games, and hamburgers.  Grayson is in      
kindergarten and loves dinosaurs, cars, and power 
rangers.  We are very active and like to spend time 
outdoors. 
 
We have been attending Rehoboth for a few 
months.  It is nice getting to know people and    
hearing the messages from pastor.  The boys        
always have great things to say about Kids 
Church.  Thank you all for being so welcoming!  

Welcome, Rich and Cathy Reynolds! Rich was 
born and raised in Kalamazoo, MI, and as an    
occupation was an owner/operator of a small 
printing business. He retired in 2011 after 35 
years in business. Cathy was born in Kentucky 
and lived in several states as her dad was a     
Reformed Church pastor. Cathy worked and    
retired from the public school system in 2011. 
Rich & Cathy have two grown sons. Michael age 
40 and Brian age 37. Mike lives and works in   
Kalamazoo. Brian serves with Kids Alive             
International in Guatemala.  
 

We recently sold our home in Kalamazoo and moved to our cottage in the Leroy 
area. We plan to spend summers at Goose Lake, Leroy, and winters in Mesa, AZ, 
where we recently purchased a home in a retirement community.  
 
We have both had the privilege of serving on consistory at our home church and 
eight years ago stepped out in faith to help birth a new ministry after 30 years in 
the same church. We look forward to opportunities to be used by God and realize 
He gives us the gifts that make us useful. We're enjoying Rehoboth and its friendly 
congregation very much and look forward to getting to know more people.  



WELCOME! 

Welcome to the Rehoboth family, Josh  
Anderson!   Josh was born in Minnesota, 
along with his sister, Sarah Brennan, who 
is a Rehoboth member, too.  Josh was 
working in Waukegan , Illinois, but wanted 
to be much closer to family. So when     
Sarah and Steve moved to Cadillac with 
their family, he searched for a job in this 
area.  He now works at Michigan  Works 
as a career advisor. 
 
Josh is in the praise band, playing guitar 
and has sung some solos during our    
worship.  He has also been part of both 
the Christmas and Easter dramas for the 
kids.  He says he really enjoys the Life 
Group of which he is a part. 
 
He loves hanging out with Nathaniel,    
Lillian, and Hannah, his nephew and    
nieces.  You will be a blessing to us, Josh--
let's praise the Lord together. 

Compiled by Pastor Kathy Vana and Thelma Smallegan 

Welcome to William & Casey Butterworth and 
their family! 
 
Abby, Isaiah and Noah are all a part of Kids 
Church at Rehoboth.  
 
The Butterworths love to be outdoors whether 
that is fishing, gardening or just relaxing.  

This is Drew’s second year doing youth  

ministry and he will be the small group 

leader for Middle School guys. 

Drew got started into youth ministry when I 

asked him if he would be willing to join our 

team, to which he replied ,”Yes” (since he is 

a big kid anyway.) 

Drew really enjoyed when we did the      
Middle School lock-in here at the church 
last spring, and when we had messy wars 
this summer by mixing chocolate syrup, 
flour and water together for a gooey mess. 
Drew (in his own words) really enjoys the 
free food and the kids are great, too. 
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This is Kahli’s first year doing youth ministry 

and she will be a small group leader for the 

Middle School girls. 

Kahli is a junior in high school and thought it 
would be great to be involved with Middle 
School, because she felt God leading her to 
help the youth to have a better understanding 
of God. Kahli is looking forward to getting to 
know the girls and building relationships with 
them. She is hoping to become a better leader 
and a stronger Christian. 



HIGH SCHOOL LEADERS 

This is Kari’s first year in youth ministry.  

Kari will be a small group leader to our fresh-
man girls. Kari joined youth group  because 
she wanted be more involved at Rehoboth, 
and, as Kari puts it, “I am high energy so I 
thought the youth would be a good fit for 
me.”  

Kari is really looking forward to building a  
Godly relationship with her group of girls, 
and helping them grow in love of themselves 
and God. 
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This is James 5th or 6th year doing youth        
ministry. He said it has been so much fun he 
can’t remember how many years he been  
doing it now.  

James is a small group leader to our         
sophomore and junior guys.  James got    
started when Bryan Meyering talked to him 
about it. James figured “If Bryan can do it, so 
can I.  Seriously though, after talking to Bryan 
and hearing his testimony about youth group 
one Sunday morning, one thing led to         
another and I joined.” It made sense because 
both his girls were going anyway. 

James has really enjoyed going on the       
mission trips to Benton Harbor and Detroit, 
and also the winter retreats and seeing all the 
teens worshiping together. James really loves 
that he can be a positive influence for these 
young men and said that “It has been a    
blessing for me to be a small part in all of 
their lives.” 
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 INTRODUCING FRIEND-TO-FRIEND 
 A local mission opportunity for all! 

As a missions team, we have been praying for ways to be Jesus right in our own 
communities. God has led us to different opportunities like building beds & our 
ongoing food distribution, and now something new…a “Friend to Friend” ministry. 
Here’s a brief overview: 

Purpose: Connecting with       
people by being and sharing the 
love of Christ with them. 

How:  Coming alongside of      
people to help them with small 
home repair projects/needs. 

 
Here’s how it works. People would simply share a need they have or a friend has 
either directly to the ministry facilitator, or via a call to the church office. The       
ministry facilitator will either then do a “site visit” to determine the feasibility of 
helping (based on skills & resources needed/etc.), and/or line up volunteers and 
schedule the project. We believe this is a simple way to connect with people, and 
be able to be & share the love of Christ with them, as best we can.  

GET INVOLVED 
You can be engaged in one of two ways (or both).  
 
First; be a friend to friend by sharing a known need. We 
would ask that you have a conversation with them first, 
to be a part of the “connection”, and to confirm that 
they’re OK with us possibly being able to help (based on 
feasibility/available volunteers & scheduling).  
 
Second; volunteer! We are hoping to build/develop a 
pool of volunteers with a wide variety of capabilities, 
ranging from simply being able to rake leaves to minor 
home repair skills. We envision this being a great way 
for people to serve God, either by themselves, as a   
family, or small group. So pray it through, and see how 
God leads you! If you are led to serve God in this new 
ministry, you can contact the ministry facilitator, Jim   

Eisenga, or the office. We would ask everyone to lift this new opportunity in     
prayer, so we can be the hands and feet of Jesus right out our back door, as best 
we can.  
 
Thanks! 



TRANSFORMATIONS TAKING PLACE! 
By Pastor Kathy Vana 

 If you walked around our church building this past year, you may have      

noticed quite a few areas getting a little makeover.   Well, if there’s something  

positive we could say about this past year, one of the things the shut downs at 

church allowed us to do, was to make some updates in our building and to think 

through how we can best fulfill our mission of 

“reaching people for Christ and equipping them to 

serve.” 

 A Design Team was formed in 2020 with the task 

of helping us better connect 

with people who come to our 

church by updating and      

remodeling some of our existing areas.   

New signs have been created and hung to make our 

church building a little easier to navigate.  Our Welcome 

Center and Gathering Area seeks to be a place where 

new people feel invited, valued and welcomed.  

Since our youth were limited 

on mission trips, retreats and 

outings they could take this 

past year, energy was             

transferred to transforming 

their hangout areas into a 

more warm and welcoming 

space.  

Thanks to a gifted Design Team for continuing to ask 

tough questions and help us as a congregation best uti-

lize our space to reach our community for Christ! 
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Patti said she doesn’t remember how long 

she has been doing youth ministry, but 

knows that Jen Grill asked her to join while 

Ashley was still here. Patti is a small group 

leader to our sophomore girls. 

A few years ago, Patti taught Middle School in 

Troy, MI, at a Catholic Church. After she 

moved up to the Cadillac area, she continued 

teaching while attending St Ann’s in Cadillac. 

When she joined Rehoboth it just felt natural 

to continue working with the youth. 

Patti really enjoys the continued relationships 
with the girls years after they graduate from 
High School and said she has a lot of great 
memories.  

One of her favorite memories is while teaching second grade. She asked the 

students what they did this week. Keegan DeZeeuw gave her and the other 

students the complete description of artificial insemination, including the long 

glove the guy put on! 

While building relationships with the students Patti said, “I see what the teens 
are dealing with in the world today, and this understanding allows me to share 
the gospel in a way that applies to their lives, and that the blessings come back 
abundantly.” 

This is Krisann’s 4th year in youth ministry and 

she  is small group leader to the senior girls. 

Emily Nederhood asked Krisann to help with 
her group. Krisann said, “I always knew that I 
wanted to be involved with the youth group, 
but just needed that little nudge”. Krisann   
really enjoys seeing her girls mature and 
grow in their faith. She really enjoys spending 
time with her group. Krisann said, “They have 
taught me so much about a life of a teenager 
these days—” how they love each other & 
love Jesus in ways she does not normal do. 
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This is Holly’s third year in youth ministry and 

she is a small group leader to our junior girls. 

Krisann DeZeeuw reached out to Holly about 

becoming a small group leader and after 

some prayer, she felt the call to join and loves 

how much her group of girls blesses her.  

Holly really enjoys the small group time with 

her girls, the relationships they are building, 

and seeing her girls grow closer to God.  

Holly is looking forward to continuing her    
relationship with the girls after they leave 
youth group for the next chapter of their 
lives. 
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This is Brent’s 10th-ish year in youth ministry 

and he is a small group leader to our senior 

guys. 

Brent said he got started with youth ministry 

because he has a love for teens and feels like 

he can connect easily with them and help 

them grow in their faith. 

Brent really enjoys doing praise and worship, 

seeing the teens love for music, and hearing 

them singing out to Jesus. 

While doing youth ministry Brent said he  
has had a closer connection with God 
through the teens, his small group. 
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I hope you have enjoyed getting to know a little bit more about our leaders. They are a 
special group of people who have a love for Jesus and a huge heart for our teens. I am 
blessed to have them on my team. If you feel led to be a part of our ministry and you 
want to make a difference in teenagers’ lives you can reach out to one of these        
awesome small group leaders or to me.  

-Jason 

September: Knowing God.   
 
The two PK’s (Pastor Kevin & Pastor Kathy) will combine on this series about 
“Knowing God”!  According to recent studies done by The Barna Group, one of the 
foundational causes for the church’s alarming decline is simple; people have a    
severe and increasing lack of knowledge about God and His Word! This despite 
knowing God is essential to our relationship with Him! This series will cover who 
God reveals Himself to be, and how we can get to know Him through prayer, His 
Word, and life experiences with Him. How well do you know God? Can you know 
Him better? Join us each week in September as we seek to know Him more! 
 
October: Mission Conference! 
 
The first three weeks of October we’ll hold our Mission Conference month! Come 
to hear different speakers share about how God is working in their ministry, and 
how God is giving them the privilege of impacting His kingdom through them. It 
will also be an opportunity for you to be a part of how God blesses a number of 
different ministries through a lofty financial goal, with all gifts going to support 
predetermined missions, locally and globally. Just another amazing way God        
allows us to be a part of His plans & fulfill His amazing purposes! Jesus invites you 
to “Come and See” what it’s all about!     
 
October-November: Follow the Leader! 
 
Remember that game you played as a kid called 
follow the leader, and you had to do everything 
the leader did and go where the leader went? 
Well, “follow the leader” takes on a whole other 
meaning for followers of Jesus! As our 
“Lord” (leader), He beckons us to follow Him in 
this thing called life, and has incredible plans for 
us. Problem is...we don’t always follow so well, 
right?  This series will be designed for each of us 
to take a look at how we’re following Him in 
some specific areas, so we’ll consider our life as 
a whole, and how we’re living as “followers of  
Jesus”! 

FALL SERMON SERIES 
By Pastor Kevin 

If you aren’t able to join us in    

person for church, feel free to join 

us at 9:30 am every Sunday    

morning on Facebook Live. After 

the service, the recording is       

available on Facebook all week.  

On Monday morning, the sermon 

gets posted to our website. Simply 

click the “Sermons” tab, and you 

can choose whether to watch a 

video or listen to an audio           

recording.  


