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Last week my wife and I visited our grandchildren in Washington D.C.  We have not seen them since August 
of last year, so it was a great time to see them and of course see our daughter as well.  While we were there 
my grandchildren taught me a great deal, and I hope I taught them something as well.  My youngest 
granddaughter Emmaline, who is 3, loves Paw Patrol.  I don’t know a whole lot about it other than what I 
have seen when she watches the program on television.  It is about a group of puppies who work together to 
solve various problems, and they all have special talents and gifts that they use.  One of them is a police dog, 
another one is a fire dog, another is a pilot while another one is a construction dog.  Anyway, she is in love 
with Paw Patrol and has several Paw Patrol coloring books.  As I sat down to color with her I proceeded to 
color one of the uniforms of the puppies and was immediately told that was the wrong color.  I pleaded my 
ignorance and tried to work around my colossal mistake, but she would have nothing to do with it.  Chase’s 
uniform is blue and therefore it has to be colored blue.  I proceeded to color every picture of Chase in his 
blue uniform. 

     What is the point of my little story?  My little granddaughter is a legalist!  I did not tell her that to her face obviously, but she 
would not vary a bit on the color of the uniforms.  She wanted it done her way only!  I often wonder if there are times that we, 
too, are legalists.  You know what I am talking about, don’t you?  I see you nodding your head in agreement and even smiling as 
you read these words.  You can think of someone like this: everything has to be done a certain way.  I’m sure there are times I can 
be the same way.  Now I would never shout to my granddaughter; “You little legalist!”, but I wonder if we sometimes are the same 
way.   
     Are you the kind of person who says that everything has to be done a certain way or it is not right?  If it does not happen the 
way you think it should happen then it must be wrong? Be careful as you might be a legalist.  Now before you get all upset and 
think I am being judgmental or do not want to stand for anything, let me tell you a different story. 
     My grandson Aaron loves Lego blocks.  He got a lot of new Lego kits for his birthday, but we discovered they were a little too 
difficult for him to build with.  As opposed to the old Legos that came in a box and you could build what you wanted, the newer 
kits are predesigned to make a certain object.  They were way too difficult for a 6 year old to construct, so I spent several hours 
working on Lego kits to build cars and other objects.  When it came to building these objects you had to follow the directions.  In 
other words, you had to be a legalist.  If I did not follow the directions I would not be able to construct the object on the box.  It 
was very detailed.  I could have built something, but it would not have been the right something. 
      Here is the point.  There are times in life when we have to draw the line and say things have to be done a certain way to get the 
job done.  There are no cutting corners in the Christian life.  If you want to be a follower of Jesus Christ then he is pretty legalistic 
when he says, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” (Luke 9:23)  It is 
the same requirement for everyone, and there are no exceptions to the rule.  You have to follow the rules to be the follower of 
Jesus that the master desires. 
     However, sometimes he lets us color outside the lines.  There are some things that are not as important as others.  Jesus is 
pretty legalistic in his call, but not in the method in which it happens.  Some people may come to Jesus entirely differently than you 
did.  They may experience their walk with Christ differently than you did.  For instance, some of us may have come to Christ 
through a family that faithfully brought us to church and church became a part of our lives.  Others may have come to church 
through a friend who invited them and only came to know Christ later in life.  They bring a lot of the world with them in their 
pursuit of Christ, but they are still pursuing Christ.  Jesus did not really spell out who can come after him, but he did spell out what 
they must do to come after him.  We need to grasp this same idea as well.  Not everyone is going to act like us, look like us, behave 
like us, or even worship like us, but they can still be following Jesus.  And remember, I’m not even talking about doctrine in this 
article, but we can be legalists on that as well. 
     So what am I saying?  There are times when we have to follow certain guidelines and certain principles that are bedrock and 
essential.  But there are other times when it is okay to color something a different color or even color outside the lines.  We have 
to be able to discern what is worth our trouble.  Ask yourself, “Am I a legalist?”  And then ask yourself, “Is it really that important 
to the cause of Christ?”  My desire is for our church to constantly ask the question, “What’s it gonna take to win our community 
to Christ?”  If people have to look, act, and sound like us then maybe we are legalists!  But if we just want people to come and 
follow Jesus, maybe there is hope for our community.  See you Sunday; not because I’m a legalist, but because I love seeing you! 
 
In HIS Name,  Bruce 

  Bruce Worley 



 It’s almost time for the Easter Block Party, which will be Saturday, March 31, from 
Noon-2:00.  The purpose of this event is to provide a fun activity for our neighbors and have 
one-on-one conversations with those who attend.  They come for the free meal, games, music, 
crafts, and the egg hunt.  But our goal is to use this time to meet people and learn about them.  
We want to hear their stories and share our own.  We want them to feel loved, accepted, and 
welcomed.  Once we have spent time in conversation, we want to invite them to our church! 
 You can help us with this outreach event in several ways.  You can help us purchase 
Easter baskets.  As a part of the Easter egg hunt we will give out 30 Easter baskets.  Bible Study 
groups can create their own baskets and/or donate money to help our team create or purchase baskets.  Special 
envelopes for the Easter Block Party are located in the Bible Study classrooms if you would like to donate for this 
event.  Or simply write BLOCK PARTY on any offering envelope. 
 The most important way you can help is to be at the event.  We need our members to come and reach out 
to our guests.  I suspect many of the families who come to the block party do not go to church at all.  They need to 
meet us.  They need to be loved, accepted, and welcomed by us.  Many of the volunteers in charge of the various 
activities will not be particularly available to have these conversations.  Many of us will be setting up the meal, 
setting up the egg hunt, etc.  We need you to simply come and talk to people.  If you can do that, please join us!   
 And, of course, we need your prayers.  Sometimes we do not receive simply because we do not ask.  Ask 
God to bring people to our block party.  Ask God to pair up people for meaningful conversations.  Ask God to do 
things we cannot do on our own to bring people to the kingdom.  May  God do more than we can ask or imagine! 
 In other news, we have been providing an after-school club for children at Colonial Arms for over two 
years.  We are building great relationships with children in our group and some of them have come to events here 
at our church.  We plan to start another kids’ club at another apartment complex in September.  We will need 
another team in order to meet this goal.  We have been praying and talking about people who might join us in this 
ministry.  I believe we have the people for this new kids’ club right now.  Please join us in praying for this ministry.  
And please consider how God might want to use you help us as we try to reach children in another apartment 
complex. 
 

 

Marcy Smith 

 
 

Hello Western Heights Family!  Thank you once again for allowing me to preach last week. I am 
overwhelmed by your encouragement and how it impacted your hearts. I’m very honored and 
grateful to serve you.  
 

I want to share something that happened last week. We were talking about the amount of stress 
in our lives, and how God wants us to draw near to Him. As the students wrote out their biggest 
stressors on post-it notes and placed them all over the room, they began to go and grab ones that 

weren’t their own. It was so amazing to watch our students take the time to show an interest in each other; to 
encourage and pray for each other. As great as this was to see, it is even greater to know that God takes an interest in 
us. He wants to show us that He is there; that He longs to show us His peace, even when life is very difficult and 
stressful. I hope this encourages you, and I hope it leads you to take the time to show others in the church that you 
care about what is going on in their lives.  
 

Here are some upcoming events in the student ministry: 
Feb 25: First Camp Meeting, 4:30 pm 
Feb 25: Chili Cook Off Fundraiser, 5:30 pm 
Mar 30: Clean Jaycee Park and Lunch 
Mar 31: Block Party 
Apr 14: Youth Car Wash 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at 
hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.   –Phil 4. 4-7 
 
Blessings, 
Josh  

Josh Miller 



 

 

 When I think of roots, I first think of where I came from.  My roots are in Tennessee with 
my parents.  I grew up in the small town of Estill Springs, population - 2,027.  I went to Franklin 
County High School.  I graduated from the local community college.  Oftentimes, we find our 
identity attached firmly in our roots.  I am the youngest of three sons.  I am musically talented like 
the rest of my family.  I made good grades, so I would consider myself to be smart.  Each of these 
things are a part of who I am and how I identify myself. 
 
    There are some negatives that come with using those roots to base my identity on.  I never quite fit in where I 
grew up.  It was a small, country town.  Everyone was into fishing and hunting, and here I was loving music and 
gaming.  I didn’t really have a best friend until my Junior year of high school.  I always felt like the outcast.  Always 
outside looking in.  My roots ultimately led to me feeling inadequate and unimportant in the grand scheme of things.  
I was simply existing in a life where I felt I didn’t belong. 
 
    In Colossians 2:6-7, Paul is asking those of us who have believed in Christ to find our roots, our identity, no 
longer in our history, heritage, or self, but in Christ alone.  Don’t let your upbringing, past mistakes, or anything else 
feed your identity.  If you are a follower of Christ, your life is now defined by His actions on the cross, His burial, and 
His resurrection.  If you have struggled in the past like I have, you no longer have to feel unloved.  You are loved 
with the perfect love of God.  If you have dealt with feeling inadequate, God has equipped you for every good work 
He will send your way.  If you have felt like you have no purpose, God has given you the purpose of lifting the name 
of Jesus high, and proclaiming it to the world.  If you have felt alone in this world, God has given the Holy Spirit to 
live in you.  You never will be alone ever again. 
 
God bless,  
Jeremy 

HARRISON SENIOR CENTER – GAMES AND BROWN BAG LUNCH.    The Harrison 
Center is open Wednesdays from 8AM to 2 PM.   Everyone is invited to attend.   Let’s start 
impacting this group of seniors as an outreach and ministry of our church.   It will be a ministry 
to others and a blessing to you.  It is directly beside the Lion’s Club and across the street from 
Lion’s Park.  Come increase your sphere of influence.   BRING A LUNCH!  They eat around 
11:45 AM each Wednesday.  If you enjoy cards, games, and good fellowship, then you will find a 

great time there. 
 
THE SANCUARY CHOIR CHRISTMAS CANTATA has been chosen and we will be rehearsing this beautiful 
COLLECTION of Christian music each Wednesday night at 7:30 PM in the Choir Room.  Join us next week, 
February 21st, as we devote a major portion of our rehearsals on preparing this musical message.  The title is Love 
Took His Breath Away. 
 
BRANSON SPRINGTIME JUBILEE – April 23rd to 25th.  There will be preaching, Gospel Music and Christian 
comedy.  $170 per person double occupancy.  Food and non-conference activities on your own, plus a shared gas 
donation.  Sign up by giving a $50 deposit towards your total fee payment.  We had a wonderful trip last year and are 
looking forward to this great time again!   
 
.      

Jeremy Wilson 

Kip Osborne 



6301 Bosque Blvd. Waco, Texas  76710 – 4199 
 

02/18/2018 thru  03/03/2017 

Kip Osborne              254-717-6020 

Don Deatherage                744-4797 
Mitch Dockery                  776-8684 
     Church Phone # 254-776-2524 
 

February  21 
Mexican Night 
February 28 

Sandwich & Soup 

Monday through Friday 
8:00 am-12:00 noon 

1:00 pm-4:30 pm 
The offices are closed 

and telephones are not answered 
between 12:00 noon and 1:00 pm, and 

after 4:30 pm. 

 
Sunday Bi-Weekly Financial Report 

2018 

 Feb 04     Feb 11 

Weekly Budget Goal……………..………………….… $9,588.00  $9,588.00  

Weekly Budget Receipts……………………................. $7,796.00 $9,367.00 

Budget Receipts…………. Month to Date……………. $7,796.00 $17,163.00 

Budget Expenses………….Month to Date……………. $2,017.84 $21,447.52 

Designated Receipts………Month to Date………….… $3,572.00 $5,758.00 

Budget Goal………………Year to Date….…………... $47,940.00 $57,528.00 

Budget Receipts…………..Year to Date……………… $46,467.55 $55,834.55 

Budget Expenses………….Year to Date…………….... $45,152.12 $64,581.80 

Designated Receipts………Year to Date….……….….. $10,277.50 $12,463.50 

Designated Mission Contributions 

Lottie Moon 
 

 Goal        $6,000.00  

 Receipts to Date        $4,465.20  
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February 18, 2018 through March 03, 2018 
 

Sunday, February 18, 2018 
8:45 am  Traditional Worship Service  
10:00 am  Bible Study 
10:30 am Church Library Open 
11:15 am     Contemporary Worship Service 
2:00 pm RA Racer Derby 
5:30 pm Mission Preschool 
5:30 pm Bible Buddies/Bible Drill 
5:30 pm Adult Bible Study with Chris 

VanGorder 
5:30 pm Small Group Meetings 
5:30 pm Youth Sunday Night Live 
Monday, February 19 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall 
9:30 am  With God’s Help 
6:55 pm BSF Meeting 
Tuesday, February 20 
9:00 am            Prayer Walkers/Mall 
10:00am Daniel Plan Study 
11:00 am Men’s Weekly Fellowship Lunch 
1:30 pm  Ministry Choir 
3:45 pm Colonial Kids’ Club 
6:30 pm College Grow Group 
Wednesday, February 21 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall 
9:00 am  Financial Review 
4:30 pm Nominating Committee Meeting 
5:15 pm  Family Fellowship Meal 
6:00 pm Mission Preschool  
6:00 pm Children’s Choir  
6:00 pm Youth Fuel 
6:30 pm             Prayer Meeting  
6:30 pm Grow Group Led by Don Deather-
age 
6:45 pm Team Kid 
7:30 pm Sanctuary Choir  
Thursday, February 22 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall 
11:00 am Merry Widows and Friends 
7:00 pm Contemporary Worship Rehearsal 
Friday, February 23 
4:30 am  BSF Leaders Meeting 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall  
9:30 am  With God’s Help 
6:00 pm Bible Drill Fun Night 
Saturday February 24 
8:00 am  Prayer Group Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 25 
8:45 am Traditional Worship Service  
10:00 am  Bible Study 
10:30 am Church Library Open 
11:15 am     Contemporary Worship Service 
3:00 pm Widows Banquet Program Rehears-
al 
4:30 pm Youth Camp Meeting 
5:30 pm Mission Preschool 
5:30 pm Bible Buddies/Bible Drill 
5:30 pm Adult Bible Study w/Pastor 
5:30 pm Small Group Meetings 
5:30 pm Youth Sunday Night Live 
Monday, February 26 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall 
9:30 am  With God’s Help 
6:55 pm BSF Meeting 
Tuesday, February 27 
9:00 am            Prayer Walkers/Mall 
10:00 am Daniel Plan Study 
11:00 am Men’s Weekly Fellowship Lunch 
1:30 pm  Ministry Choir 
3:45 pm Colonial Kids’ Club 
6:00 pm Friendship Circle 
6:30 pm College Grow Group  
Wednesday, February 28 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall 
9:00 am  Financial Review 
2:00 pm Vision Folder Volunteers 
5:15 pm  Family Fellowship Meal 
6:00 pm Mission Preschool  
6:00 pm Children’s Choir  
6:00 pm Youth Fuel 
6:30 pm             Prayer Meeting  
6:30 pm Grow Group Led by Don Deather-
age 
7:30 pm Sanctuary Choir 
Thursday, March 01 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall 
11:00 am Merry Widows and Friends 
7:00 pm Contemporary Worship Rehearsal 
Friday, March 02 
4:30 am  BSF Leaders Meeting 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall  
9:30 am  With God’s Help 
Saturday, March 03 
8:00 am  Prayer Group Meeting 
 



 
February 2, 2018  
Jase Denton, Katavia Cloud, Alan Wayne Ashley, 
Sam Toback, Susan Gillentine. 
February 11, 2018 

Susan Gillentine, Sam Toback

 

The Chili Cook-Off will be Sunday, February 25 at 
5:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  This annual fundraiser 
supports our students who are attending youth camp.  
Everyone is invited to submit a chili for the contest.  
And everyone is invited to taste the recipes that are 
entered!  There will also be a dessert auction, so feel 
free to submit your favorite dessert. There will be 
prizes for the top 3 dishes.  To submit a chili or 
dessert, please contact Josh Miller at (254) 776-2524 
or josh@whbcwaco.org.  

 

The Friendship Circle is a group of seniors (55+) that 
meet together once a month, on the last Tuesday 
evening of the month from 6PM to 8PM, in the 
GARDEN ROOM.  Please enter through the sliding 
glass doors.  Please plan to arrive before 6PM, as the 
sliding glass doors will be locked at 6PM.  This is a 
time for fellowship, sharing a potluck meal and table 
games.   For more information please contact Mary 
Ann or Dan Bailey (254) 751-7979. 

Secret Church is our version of "house church" 
where we meet for an intense time of Bible study—
lasting 6+ hours—including a time of prayer for our 
brothers and sisters across the globe who are facing 
persecution and for those who still have not heard 
the gospel.  Please note: this event is open to youth 
and adults of all ages! 
 
This year's topic is "Cults and Counterfeit Gospels." 
For the good of our souls and for the sake of the 
church’s mission, followers of Christ need to ask, 
“What false gospels are being taught today?” and 
“How can I recognize the true gospel among so many 
counterfeits?” Answering these questions will be the 
aim of Secret Church 18, “Cults and Counterfeit 
Gospels.” 
 
To register for this event, or for more information, 
please contact Jeremy Wilson at (931) 315-0147 or 
jeremy@whbcwaco.org.     

It’s almost time for the Easter Block Party, which will 
be Saturday, March 31, from Noon-2:00.  The 
purpose of this event is to provide a fun activity for 
our neighbors and have one-on-one conversations 
with those who attend.  They come for the free meal, 
games, music, crafts, and the egg hunt.  But our goal 
is to use this time to meet people and learn about 
them.  We want to hear their stories and share our 
own.  We want them to feel loved, accepted, and 
welcomed.  Once we have spent time in conversation, 
we want to invite them to our church! 
  
You can help us with this outreach event in several 
ways.  You can help us purchase Easter baskets.  As a 
part of the Easter egg hunt we will give out 30 Easter 
baskets.  Bible Study groups can create their own 
baskets and/or donate money to help our team create 
or purchase baskets.  Special envelopes for the Easter 
Block Party are located in the Bible Study classrooms 
if you would like to donate for this event.  Or simply 
write BLOCK PARTY on any offering envelope. 
  
The most important way you can help is to be at the 
event.  We need our members to come and reach out 
to our guests.  I suspect many of the families who 
come to the block party do not go to church at all.  
They need to meet us.  They need to be loved, 
accepted, and welcomed by us.  Many of the 
volunteers in charge of the various activities will not 
be particularly available to have these conversations.  
Many of us will be setting up the meal, setting up the 
egg hunt, etc.  We need you to simply come and talk 
to people.  If you can do that, please join us!   
  
And, of course, we need your prayers.  Sometimes we 
do not receive simply because we do not ask.  Ask 
God to bring people to our block party.  Ask God to 
pair up people for meaningful conversations.  Ask 
God to do things we cannot do on our own to bring 
people to the kingdom.  May  God do more than we 
can ask or imagine! 
 

The next Business Meeting will be Wednesday, 
February 21, 2018 at 6:30pm.  A joint 
recommendation will be submitted from Personnel 
and Finance Committees regarding Staff Salaries and 
from Personnel Committee regarding the Associate 
Pastor for College and Young Adults moving into 
Earle House. 
 

mailto:josh@whbcwaco.org

