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     This past Sunday I started a new series of sermons entitled Great Expectations.  The premise of this series is 
that God has Great Expectations for His church.  When he left his disciples to return to glory, he left them with 
a Great Commission to “Go and make disciples.”  Literally the command is, “as you are going make disciples.”  
As you are living your life as a follower of Christ you are going make disciples of others.  Live your life in such a 
way that others want to follow you.  Hopefully as they follow you, you are following Christ.  Right before Jesus 
was crucified and gave his life for us, he told his followers “to love one another as he had loved them.”  We 
know this as the Great Commandment.  So it is only natural for Him to have Great Expectations for His Church.  
Thom Ranier once said “It is a sin to be good when God expects you to be great.” 
     So how are we doing with these Great Expectations?  First, let’s examine how we have done from a financial 
perspective.  I know that many do not want to look at finances as a thermometer of our spiritual health as it is 
only one indicator.  It is extremely important, not because it enables the church to minister in so many different 
ways, but because it is an indicator of one’s faith in a God who provides.  In the year 2017 our budget goal was 
$480,747.   Our budget receipts were $492,307.95.  So as you can see we took in more than we needed for our 

budget.  It is almost $6000 more than the previous year.  It is true that we lowered our budget by 5% from 2016, but now it is more in 
line with our receipts.  This is the first time in forever since we actually made our budget.  We also took in an additional $86,926.70 in 
other receipts, which includes mission offerings.  To this we say “To God Be the glory.”  We lived up to our expectations, but did we 
live up to His Great Expectations? 
     Let’s consider another area.  We stepped out in faith in two areas.  First we began a partnership with Eagle Christian Academy High 
School to allow them to use our facilities.  They have brought new enthusiasm to our campus and we are using the facilities that God 
has blessed us with all week.  I believe that is God’s intention for his building.  Second, we adopted Ebenezer Baptist Church in Hidalgo 
as our mission and are partnering with them to bring the gospel to the Rio Grande Valley.   Many do not know that Hidalgo is one of 
the main entry points across the international border with Reynosa, Mexico.  Since it is only 1 mile from the border, many people stop 
in Hidalgo for help and support.  It is an incredible opportunity to partner with this church as they share the love of Christ with people.  
We met some expectations, but are we living up to His Great Expectations? 
     We were part of three mission trips this past year.  First our college/young adult group ministered in West Virginia.  Second, we led a 
team to Hidalgo, Texas once again.  And then a handful of adults and youth ministered in Marlin, Texas to help with some minor 
renovations and a Vacation Bible School.  That sounds like that might be part of that command to be witnesses in our community, in 
our area, in our state and in our country.  Next we have to think about going overseas!  We have met some expectations, but are we 
living up to God’s Great Expectations? 
      Of course we have also done some renovations on our facilities with the Garden Room, which is so much more functional and 
inviting to everyone.  I anticipate this room becoming the hub of our facilities as ultimately it becomes our coffee bar and information 
area all rolled into one.  I can see people sitting at tables discussing everything from religion to sports, but more importantly, building 
relationships.  We have met some of our expectations, but have we met his Great expectations? 
     Fourth, we started two new Bible study classes, one for young ladies and one for men.  The ladies class has really taken off with 
anywhere from 5 – 8 ladies in attendance and most of them were not attending previously.  The men’s class has been a little slower, but 
still it was a needed class to create more opportunities for men to study God’s Word together.  We have expectations for more classes, 
but I wonder if we are meeting God’s Great Expectations. 
     Finally, I want to talk about the people that God has brought to our church family.  Because ultimately everything we do is about 
connecting people to God.  We saw 9 Professions of Faith last year and 24 others united with our congregation.  So it makes a total of 
33 added to our fellowship.  Are those good numbers?  You bet!  But we don’t want good numbers, we want great numbers.  Why?  
Because God has Great Expectations for His Church!  Wouldn’t it be great to see God add to our numbers daily those who are be ing 
saved? 
       2017 was a good year for Western Heights Baptist Church.  I  believe that 2018 will be better than 2017.  However, we cannot sit 
back and congratulate ourselves for the good year, when there is much to be done.   Together we can attempt Great things for God and 
expect Great things from God. 
 
In HIS Name,    
Bruce 

  Bruce Worley 



 If you serve on a standing committee you are asked to attend the Annual Committee 
Workshop.  This meeting is for all committee members: new members and returning members.  The 
workshop will be Sunday, January 14 from 3:30-5:00.  We will begin by meeting all together, then the 
individual committees will meet to begin working on ministry projects for 2018.  Each year this 
meeting proves to be a valuable time as we kick off a new year of ministry. 
 We have a text message service that is used to remind parents of upcoming events, 
deadlines, etc.  Simply text @whbckid to this number: 81010.   Also, you can “like” our Facebook 
page:  www.facebook.com/westernheightskids.   
 Parents, we would love for your children to be a part of our Sunday and Wednesday evening activities.  Every 
week kids are learning Bible stories, working on Bible skills, singing praises to God, learning about missions and doing 
missions!  Here is a quick look at what is going on for kids: 
 

Sunday nights, 5:30-7:30 (beginning January 7) 

 Mission Preschool - children ages 3-K will learn Bible stories, sing Bible-verse songs, apply Bible truths to their daily 
lives, learn about missionaries, pray, experience a variety of art activities, play Bible-related games, and . . . have 
FUN! 

 Bible Buddies - children in grades 1-3 use games and other activities to memorize Bible verses and improve Bible 
skills.  

 Bible Drill - children in grades 4-6 participate in fun and challenging activities to memorize Bible verses, key Bible 
passages, and much more.  

 
Wednesday nights, 6:00-7:30 (beginning January 10) 

 Mission Preschool - we continue the learning from Sunday night (see above). 

 Children's Choir (6:00-6:45) - children in grades 1-6 will have a lesson from the Bible and then sing songs and play 
games that relate to what they have learned.   

 Team Kid (6:45-7:30) - children in grades 1-6 will enjoy an interactive Bible Study and fun review and application 
games each week. 

 
 

Marcy Smith 

 
 

Hello Western Heights Family!  

It was wonderful to sing with you all on Christmas Eve. I greatly enjoyed leading you all in worship. 
One of my favorite things is to hear the church sing praises together each week. Both services were 
beautiful and I hope you were encouraged through them.  

Last week we announced that we will be taking the students to Marshall, Texas for camp. We will be 
attending GENERATE CAMP, which is hosted by YM360. I’m very excited, as are the students. 

Please start to pray for our students, the leaders, and the camp staff. I know God is going to move in a mighty way this 
year. Thank you all for your prayers and support.  

2018 is going to bring some amazing things. To start, we will have our annual Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser on February 11 
at 5:30 pm. We will also have a dessert auction during the event to support our students’ cost for camp. Bring your best 
Chili. There will be prizes for the top 3 dishes.   

Here are some upcoming events in the student ministry: 

Feb 4: Super Bowl Party: Millers  

Feb 11: Chili Cook Off Fundraiser 

“He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one  from whom men hide 

their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.” –
Isa 53.3-5 

Blessings, Josh  

Josh Miller 



 
 

 Happy 2018, Church Family!  If you are a social media user like I am, this time of year is 
saturated with people posting about their New Year’s Resolutions and Goals using the hashtag 
“#NewYearNewMe.”  I have tended to notice that while those messages and promises are well 
intentioned, they seem to sputter out sometime between February 1 and April 1.  This brings to mind 
the newness that we each experience in Christ in the days and weeks following our own salvation 
experiences.  We are on fire for God and ready to take the world!  Unfortunately, passion can only 
power us for so long, and good intentions fall by the way side as we tend to forget our Savior and focus 
on ourselves again.   
 Rather than focus on becoming a “new me” this year, I want to focus on becoming the man God created me to be 
even more.  Now, this isn’t just some ideal idea floating out there somewhere in space.  The Holy Spirit has already laid out 
plenty of attributes in Scripture that He desires me to become.  One of my favorite passages says it like this: 
 "Therefore, God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, put on heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience, accepting one another and forgiving one another if anyone has a complaint against another.  Just as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you must also forgive.  Above all, put on love—the perfect bond of unity.” (Colossians 3:12-14) 
 Becoming this person is not a wish or prayer away.  It is small steps of obedience away.  Do I need to be more 
compassionate?  Perhaps it’s time to put compassion to practice and make the choice to be compassionate even when it 
may be well within my rights to be angry and hard.  The key comes in the next few verses (3:15-17) by letting "the message 
of the Messiah dwell” among us.  There is no other way than to remind myself of the Gospel every day, that I am a sinner 
in need of saving.  I am no better than the person who may intentionally or unintentionally upset me.  I am in need of just 
as much grace as everyone else.  When the Gospel truly is the first thing we think about every day, it has a chance of 
changing the choices we make.  The Gospel is the one thing that will transform our lives to be the very person God meant 
for you and me to be from before the world was made.  This year, I challenge you to become who God made you to be by 
the transforming message of Christ. 
 
God bless,  
Jeremy 

As we start the new year I pray that each of us will have a renewed commitment to the Lord and 
His church.  May we worship, study, serve, and fellowship together in deliberate and concerted 
ways to be used of Him for the ministry of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  As always we will have a 
wide variety of opportunities for your consideration.  I encourage you to remember that your 
participation as God leads also allows you to make a difference in the lives of others who attend 
and participate alongside you.  God has given us so much; let’s commit to using our time, 

energy, talent, and resources for Him.    
 
I encourage you to remember our regularly scheduled weekly activities such as Handbell Choir, Men’s Fellowship 
Lunch, Ministry Choir, Wednesday Harrison Senior Center, and Merry Widows and Friends Thursday fellowship 
lunches. 
 
UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES TO CALENDAR: 
 
 BAYLOR MALE VOCAL GROUP CONCERT (CHANTICLEER) – TUESDAY, 1-23-18 @ 7:30 PM – 

JONES HALL.  We will leave the church at 7:00 PM to ride together.   
 GOSPEL MUSIC SINGSPIRATION – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH AT WHBC @ 6 PM.  If you have a gift 

of song, instrument, scripture, or Christian poetry to share in this evening, please let me know so that I can 
include you in the program. 

 BRANSON SPRINGTIME JUBILEE – April 23rd to 25th.  $170 per person double occupancy.  Food and 
conference activities on your own, plus a shared gas donation.  Sign up by giving a $50 deposit towards your 
total fee payment. 

 

Jeremy Wilson 

Kip Osborne 



6301 Bosque Blvd. Waco, Texas  76710 – 4199 
 

 
Sunday Bi-Weekly Financial Report 

2017 

 Dec 24 Dec 31 

Weekly Budget Goal……………..………………….… $9,245.00  $9,245.00  

Weekly Budget Receipts……………………................. $9,013.50 $16,842.90 

Budget Receipts…………. Month to Date……………. $46,413.98 $63,256.88 

Budget Expenses………….Month to Date……………. $35,631.88 $31,801.59 

Designated Receipts………Month to Date………….… $6,578.97 $8,306.19 

Budget Goal………………Year to Date….…………... $480,747.00 $480,747.00 

Budget Receipts…………..Year to Date……………… $475,465.05 $492,307.95 

Budget Expenses………….Year to Date…………….... $481,088.28 $477,257.99 

Designated Receipts………Year to Date….……….….. $85,199.48 $86,926.70 

Designated Mission Contributions 

Lottie Moon 
 

 Goal        $6,000.00  

 Receipts to Date        $2,075.00                                                                                                                               

01/07/2018thru  01/20/2017 

Kip Osborne              254-717-6020 

Scott Day                         717-9036  
 
     Church Phone # 254-776-2524 
 

January 10, 2018 
Pot Pie/Salad Night 

 
January 17, 2018 
Chili/Stew Night 

Monday through Friday 
8:00 am-12:00 noon 

1:00 pm-4:30 pm 
The offices are closed 

and telephones are not answered 
between 12:00 noon and 1:00 pm, and 

after 4:30 pm. 

 

 
Bruce Worley 

Pastor 
bruce@whbcwaco.org 

 
Kip Osborne 

Associate Pastor/Minister of Music 
kip@whbcwaco.org 

 
Josh Miller 

Associate Pastor of Students/Contemporary Worship 

josh@whbcwaco.org 
 

Marcy Smith 
Minister of Children & Education 

marcy@whbcwaco.org 
 

George Livingston 
Minister of Administration/Finance 

george@whbcwaco.org 

 
Jeremy Wilson 

Associate Pastor for College and Young Adults 

jeremy@whbcwaco.org 

 

Ann Albers 

 Church/Pastor’s Secretary 

whbc@whbcwaco.org 
 

MaryAnn Bailey 

Church/Pastor’s Secretary 

maryann@whbcwaco.org 

 

Rachel Ellison 

Children’s Ministry Assistant 

rachel@whbcwaco.org 

 

Don Deatherage 

Building Superintendent/Custodian 

               don.deatherage@yahoo.com 



 

January 07, 2018 thru January 20, 2018 
 
Sunday, January 07, 2018 
8:45 am  Traditional Worship Service  
10:00 am  Bible Study 
10:30 am Church Library Open 
11:15 am     Contemporary Worship Service 
4:00 pm Deacons’ Meeting 
5:30 pm Mission Preschool 
5:30 pm Bible Buddies/Bible Drill 
5:30 pm Adult Bible Study w/Pastor 
5:30 pm Small Group Meetings 
5:30 pm Youth Sunday Night Live 
Monday, January 08 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers-Mall 
9:30 am  With God’s Help 
5:30 pm BSF Meeting 
Tuesday, January 09 
9:00 am            Prayer Walkers/Mall 
11:00 am Men’s Weekly Fellowship Lunch 
1:30 pm Ministry Choir 
3:45 pm Colonial Kids’ Club 
6:30 pm College Grow Group 
Wednesday, January 10 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall 
9:00 am  Financial Review 
5:15 pm Family Fellowship Meal 
6:00 pm Mission Preschool  
6:00 pm Children’s Choir  
6:00 pm Youth Fuel 
6:30 pm             Prayer Meeting  
6:30 pm Grow Group Led by Don  
  Deatherage 
6:45 pm Team Kid 
7:30 pm Sanctuary Choir  
Thursday, January 11 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall 
11:00 am Merry Widows and Friends 
7:00 pm Contemporary Worship Rehearsal 
Friday, January 12 
4:30 am  BSF Leaders Meeting 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall  
9:30 am  With God’s Help 
Saturday January 13 
8:00 am  Prayer Group Meeting 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sunday, January 14 
8:45 am Traditional Worship Service  
10:00 am  Bible Study 
10:30 am Church Library Open 
11:15 am     Contemporary Worship Service 
3:30 pm Annual Committee Workshop 
5:30 pm Mission Preschool 
5:30 pm Bible Buddies/Bible Drill 
5:30 pm Adult Bible Study w/Pastor 
5:30 pm Small Group Meetings 
5:30 pm Youth Sunday Night Live 
Monday, January 15 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers-Mall 
9:30 am  With God’s Help 
5:30 pm BSF Meeting 
Tuesday, January 16 
9:00 am            Prayer Walkers/Mall 
11:00 am Men’s Weekly Fellowship Lunch 
1:30 pm Ministry Choir 
3:45 pm Colonial Kids’ Club 
6:30 pm College Grow Group  
Wednesday, January 17 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall 
9:00 am  Financial Review 
2:00 pm Vision Folders 
5:15 pm Family Fellowship Meal 
6:00 pm Mission Preschool  
6:00 pm Children’s Choir  
6:00 pm Youth Fuel 
6:30 pm             Prayer Meeting/Business Meeting  
6:30 pm Grow Group Led by Don 
Deatherage 
7:30 pm Sanctuary Choir 
Thursday, January 18 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall 
11:00 am Merry Widows and Friends 
7:00 pm Contemporary Worship Rehearsal 
Friday, January 19 
4:30 am  BSF Leaders Meeting 
9:00 am  Prayer Walkers/Mall  
9:30 am  With God’s Help 
Saturday, January 20 
8:00 am  Prayer Group Meeting 
 
 
 
 



December 24 – One Service only 11:15 am 
Christmas Eve Candle light service-6:00 pm 
December 31 
Katavia Cloud,  Alison Gardner, Jane Bostick, 
Sarah Gardner, Gayle Gardner Nathan Forrest, Mr. 
& Mrs. Warren Mason, Lynn Mason, Dennis Cox. 
 
 
 

If you serve on a standing committee you are asked 
to attend the Annual Committee Workshop.  This 
meeting is for all committee members: new 
members and returning members.  The workshop 
will be Sunday, January 14 from 3:30-5:00.  We will 
begin by meeting all together, then the individual 
committees will meet to begin working on ministry 
projects for 2018.  Each year this meeting proves 
to be a valuable time as we kick off a new year of 
ministry. 
 
 
 

Starting January on Sunday nights we will have a 
study of The Master Plan of Evangelism.  This 
book is the classic textbook for ministerial students 
on how Jesus did evangelism.  It was written by 
Robert Coleman and will be taught by Dr. Chris 
Van Gorder, professor of World Religions at 
Baylor.  But the interesting thing about Chris 
teaching this study is that he was discipled by Dr. 
Coleman.  Who better to teach this book than 
someone who knew the author of the book!  The 
dates for this study are January 21 and 28 and 
February 11 and 18. 
 
We will also be offering a study on the Daniel Plan 
on Wednesday mornings for those interested in 
learning the value of taking care of our physical 
bodies by eating and exercising properly.  But more 
importantly, it is about spiritual discipline in our 
lives.  This study will begin Wednesday, January 10 
at 10:00 am in the Garden Room.  Contact Marcy 
Smith for further details. 
 
 

A Special “Thank You” to our faithful contributors 
and to those who responded to my request for 
extra help in our giving to cover the deficit we had 
as of November 30, 2017. Please see the Financial 
Report in this VISION for our ending 2017 
figures. 
Thank You again for your Financial Support of our 
Church. 
Sincerely, George Livingston 
  


