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     As a pastor I am constantly looking over the attendance and the finances of the church.  Every Monday 
morning I get the stats from Sunday services to see how we are doing as a church in two areas which we 
can measure, attendance and contributions.  Now obviously those are not the only ways we measure 
commitment and dedication to the kingdom, but they are measurable.   
     Of course as a pastor I want everyone attending and everyone giving, because I believe it is the 
minimum that we can do in the kingdom of God.  Though not everyone is capable to attending on a 
regular basis, if we are honest, most of us can.  And though not everyone can give large amounts to the 
church, if we are honest, all of us can give something.   
     With that being said, it is alarming to see our attendance slacking off this past month and our finances 
have drastically decreased for the entire year.  Some say it is the summer slump and people are on vacation, 
but we have not experienced such a summer slump before.  It is true we have lost a few members, but that 

does not account for 40 – 50 people not attending.  To what do we owe this turn of events?  That is a question not easily 
answered.   
     As I thought of this question I was reminded of a story from the Bible that might help us understand what is going on.  The 
story is found in John 6 after Jesus had just talked about what it takes to follow him.  We pick up the story in John 6:68. 
 

“On hearing it, many of his disciples said ‘This is a hard teaching.  Who can accept it?’  Aware that his disciples were 
grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, ‘Does this offend you?  What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he 
was before!  The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.  The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are 
life.  Yet there are some of you who do not believe.’  For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not 
believe and who would betray him.  He went on to say, ‘This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the 
Father has enabled him.’  From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.  ‘You do 
not want to leave too, do you?’  Jesus asked the Twelve.  Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go?  You 
have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.’”   JOHN 6:68 – 69  

 
     Do you see what is going on with Jesus?  He began to challenge the people to truly follow him.  He was asking them to totally 
commit to Him and his kingdom message, but then the words got hard and most of them began to abandon Jesus.  The thing 
that is interesting is that Jesus did not beg the people to stay.  He did no change His message, or soften his words to draw a 
crowd.  He continued to teach and preach and do the things that he had always done.  Jesus was not into the crowd business, he 
was into the disciple business.   
 
     So what does this event have to do with our situation?  I’m glad you asked.  God brought me to Western Heights over 5 years 
ago to revitalize this church.  That was the call God placed upon me and it was the challenge I gave to the pastor search team 
over 5 ½  years ago.  The vision is to “Revitalize this church so that we can reach the lost and the unchurched and impact our 
community with the gospel. “ In order to do so I have said it can no longer be business as usual.  I have challenged you to be all 
you can be in Christ.  I have tried to raise the standard here at Western Heights Baptist Church so that we can rise to the task.  
God has an incredible purpose for his church.  We are strategically located on one of the busiest roads in town.  We are blessed 
with wonderful facilities.  We are situated between some of the poorest and some of the wealthiest people in Waco.  And Waco is 
experiencing phenomenal growth.  I believe God has a tremendous future for us.   
     How do we explain the sudden attendance drop off and the decline in giving?  Perhaps the words the people spoke to Jesus 
are applicable “This is a hard teaching.  Who can accept it?”  Because they were unwilling to count the cost, or unwilling to make 
the sacrifice, many began to abandon the Messenger.   
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Budget Receipts Month to Date           35,461  

Budget Expenses Month to Date           31519  

Designated Receipts Month to Date              6123 

Budget Goal Year to Date        223,847  

Budget Receipts Year to Date        204,756 

Budget Expenses Year to Date         188782 

Designated Receipts Year to Date           21,056  

   

Annie Armstrong Mission    
CLOSED 6-30-2019   

Goal               2,750  
Receipts to Date               1,615  



Hello All! 
 Summer activities are in full swing in the children’s ministry. In June we took 11 kids to 
children’s camp at Mt. Lebanon. Thank you for those of you who prayed for our kids and shepherds 
while they were there!  I ask you to continue praying that the seeds that were planted in our kids 
during that week would continue to grow as we are back home. 
 

 I want to remind you that we do have activities on Sunday and Wednesday nights during the 
summer:  

 Super Sunday meets on Sundays from 5:30-7:30.  Each week we will have fun learning activities, 
games, a Bible story and a snack.   

 Wacky Wednesday meets on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30.  Each week children will participate in ministry and service 
projects.   

 

Vacation Bible School—July 15-19 9 a.m. to Noon: 
VBS Registration is now available on our website! Simply go here to register: https://whbcwaco.org/connect/events.  
Paper forms are available at the Children’s Ministry Office.  
We offer classes for children ages 4 - completed sixth grade.  We also have classes for babies - threes for children of our 
VBS volunteers.  The theme is “In the Wild: Amazing Encounters with Jesus”.  A few of you have already contacted me 
about how you will serve.  Thank you!  We still have plenty more jobs to fill.  To join our VBS team contact Rachel in the 
office at 776-2524 or via email at rachel@whbcwaco.org.  I need all of the volunteers for VBS to also register! 
 

Thrilling Thursdays: 
Throughout the summer, we take 1st—6th graders on trips around Waco.. The cost is $8 per person (snack included). 
To go, a child must be registered the Tuesday before our trip—registration is online at whbcwaco.org. 
Please feel free to contact me for more information or if you have any questions. 
Dates: 
July 25—Crestview Gym—9a.m. to Noon 
August 1—Mayborn Museum—9a.m. to Noon  August 15—Jump N Place—9a.m. to Noon 
  

Rachel Ellison 
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     Are these words too hard for you to hear?  I know what you are saying “Your not Jesus!”  And you are right, I’m not.  
But I was called to pastor this church and I am doing the best I can to follow the vision he has given to me to Lead this 
church to impact the kingdom of God.  It is my hope and prayer that you will join with me to work together to fulfill the 
vision.  I also pray that you will surrender your preferences and your desires so that we can make the maximum impact for 
the kingdom of God in the short time we have left.   
     I can make you a promise.  I will keep preaching the Gospel.  I will keep teaching the truth.  And I will not back down 
from what God has called me to do.  It is my prayer that you will join with me and work with me to accomplish the God 
given vision.  If not, I will not beg or plead with you to stay or give.  But I will continue to pray for you and ask God to 
transform you more and more into the image of Christ.  I do love you and want the best for you as a body of believers.  And 
believe it or not, I believe in you.  I believe you are much more capable than you think.  I believe that if we will truly step out 
in faith, God will do exceedingly more than we can think or imagine.  Together we can impact the kingdom of God and will 
hear “well done good and faithful servant.”  
 

In HIS Service 
 

 Bruce 
 

PS:  My office is always open for conversation and I am always eager to hear from you.  But be warned, just because I do 
not agree with you does not mean I do not hear and care for you. I Love each of you .  

Let’s remember to pray for our students and sponsors who will be going to camp the week of July 8—
12.  Pray that this will be a time of renewal for them as well as a time to draw closer to one another. 
 
Faith Allen  Ashli Ballard  Emily Bright  Jacob Bright  Vivica Carrizales 
Luke Day  Matthew Day  Hannah Ellison Jordan Ellison  Amanda Ellison 
Sarah Ellison  Lilly Kirk  Josh Fairless  Levi Fairless  Elizandro Greer 
Marz Greer  Zarrio Greer  Aydyn Jones  Emilie Osborne Alli Pendleton  
Anna Pendleton Hayden Smith  Andi Suarez  Erial Turley  Colby Wilkinson 
Bailey Williams  Bethanie Williams 
 

And of course remember to pray for our adult sponsors that are going as well. 
 Sheri Day  Neita Bright  Victoria Osborne Howard Bright  Ricky Berrier 
 
Youth also remember that Vacation Bible School is the wee of July 15—19.  We need your help!  If you 
have not volunteered to serve there is still room for you to do so.  Contact Rachel at 
Rachel@whbcwaco.org to volunteer.  It will be a great time to be a blessing to the children who look 
up to you.   
Students, if you are interested in serving in VBS contact Rachel Ellison. Thank you to those of you who are 
already serving—be in prayer and preparation for the kids coming. 
 
VBS SET-UP will be July 14, Everyone come Help!! 
 
Youth Lock-in 
July 26-27 

 
SANCTUARY CHOIR is meeting on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 PM like usual as we 
prepare to lead in worship each Sunday morning in the 8:45 AM service.  I have selected our 
favorite and most familiar anthems to help with those who have to be out periodically due to 
summer schedules.  Come and join us when you are in town and we will lift up the name of 
the Lord together!  

 
WEDNESDAY EVENING POT LUCK SUPPER AND PRAYER MEETING – Everyone is invited to 
the pot luck supper at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall for a meal before we begin Prayer Meeting at 6:30 PM.   A 
testimony and worship time will be shared before the prayer time.  Choir Practice is held following the prayer 
time at 7:30 PM in the Choir Room.  Let’s fill His house with prayer and praise as we live out our lives of service 
and devotion to our Savior and Lord.   
 
FRIDAY NIGHT SINGSPIRATION on July 26th at 6:00 PM followed by Beat the Heat at Baskin Robbins 

at 7:00 PM.   Come worship the Lord and sing His praises with us and then fellowship and beat the heat 

together.  Let’s have a great time and let the world know that Christians have more love and fun then they knew 

was possible!  Invite someone to come with you!  If you would like to sing or play a special song, let me know so 

that I can put you on the program.  Mark your calendars!!!  Dutch treat at the ice cream shop! 

Kip Osborne 


