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     Well if you are like me, you have about had it with this social distancing.  I know it is important 
and that we should continue to do so, but if I am honest I am ready for it to be over.  There is only 
so much conversation I can have with my dogs and my cat, (well that is a different story).  I do get 
to talk with Gabbie some but that is not the same as being with her and though you may not know 
this about me I am not a big phone talker.   
     My days pretty much run together and I spend my time trying to fill in the empty hours with 
something meaningful.  I have been reading a lot more than I did previously.  I have read many 
inspirational books that have caused me to reflect on my ministry and what God would have me 
do.  But I have also read some books just for enjoyment.  I have watched some television, though 
even that gets old after awhile.  I have worked a couple of puzzles and listened to some music.  I 
have posted a few things on Facebook and tried to check on a few people here and there.  And I 
have tried to maintain some type of presence at the church building, because I do believe that 

church is essential.   But overall I think I am ready for some type of normalcy in my life.  How about you?   
      While this time has allowed me time for reflection and self evaluation, it has also been eye opening as far as the 
avenues that we can take to communicate the gospel.   This experience has led us to speed up our online presence 
through social media.  We have really amped up our live streaming as we have purchased equipment that allows us to do 
a better job and though we are still learning we are doing a much better job today than we were a month ago.  This 
ministry that will continue long after this pandemic has gone.  Because of this new technology, we have been able to 
reach people we have never reached before.  There have been guests and visitors to our livestream service and numerous 
people have decided to follow our Facebook page.  Why is this important?  It is important because our desire is to reach 
as many people as we can with the gospel.  We have seen people from California to Boston watching our livestream.  
We have had people from Columbia to Nigeria joining in as well.  We have seen people from West Virginia and Alaska 
engaging in our worship services.  And we have had new people in the Waco area listening in as well.  And many from 
our church family have continued to faithfully worship with us online.  I guess this is God’s way of getting us out of the 
building so that we can reach people.  I for one am grateful for this opportunity that God is giving us to reach new 
people.  Who knows how this will affect our actual attendance when we are back to normal. 
     But maybe the better question is do we really want to go back to normal?  Are we content with the way things have 
always been?  Or do we want to take this time to reflect upon what we really need to be doing as a church?  Perhaps God 
is using this pandemic as a time for the church to come together behind a greater mission than just meeting together.  
And though I do not want to minimize the importance of gathering, perhaps it is more than just attendance. Maybe it is 
the engagement that is important.  In other words how many people are actually engaged in the life and ministry of the 
church and kingdom business?  This is the question that we need to consider.   
     What do I mean by engagement?  I think for too long we have counted heads and not hearts.  Statistics reveal that the 
churches that are truly impacting their community are those that have engaged members.  Engaged members mean that 
they are serving, giving, inviting and participating in a Bible Study.  Why is this important?  Because engaged members 
are more prone to embrace the mission.  For too long we have confused the mission and the method.  Our mission is to 
lead people into a relationship with Jesus Christ, not to get people to show up for an hour on Sunday.  I think this is one 
of the things that God has taught me through this time of social distancing.  We have tried to find the best way to engage 
people so that we can best communicate the gospel message with them.  Isn’t that the message we share every Easter?  
That Jesus Christ died on the cross and was raised to new life so that people could have a relationship with God through 
faith in Jesus Christ.  That’s our mission!  To share the good news of Jesus Christ with as many people as we can until 
he comes again to take us home.   I can’t wait to start the engagement party with you once again.  I will talk to you 
Sunday! 
 

In HIS Service,  Bruce 

  Bruce Worley 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
______________________________ 

Ways you can give: 
1) Online—it is safe and secure!  

Go to www.whbcwaco.org—click Giving 
and follow the instructions provided. 

2) By Mail—USPS is slow, but faithful 
3) Drop it off in our Mailbox—it locks. 

4) Call us—we will come pick it up at your 
home. 



Hello All! 
 

Well to say the last month has not looked like I had planned would be a huge 
understatement! I imagine that statement would hold true for each of you as well. 
What a reminder, that we truly are not in control. But I am thankful that we know and serve 
a God who is in full control—and does not leave His children to face life alone. But instead, 
He walks with us through the situations we face. 
 

Generally, I would use this space to update you on the events we have coming up—but we 
just quite simply do not have anything upcoming. That is a saddening statement for me to write. I want nothing 
more than to be able to meet with families and kids again! However, I am one seeks to find the positive in a 
situation. I know that many families needed a reboot moment. A time to rest from the many different activities 
and commitments that constantly have them moving. In the midst of the very fast paced world in which we live, 
families have been afforded a different perspective over the last few weeks. 
 

So what’s next? Well the truth is none of us know how long this will last. So for the time-being I encourage you 
to do these things: 

 Talk WITH your children. Give them time to share with you their hearts, their minds, and their dreams. 
This could lead to a conversation about Coronavirus, God, or Legos! Regardless it gives your child control 
of the conversation and coveys that you care about them as individuals. 

 Practice Spiritual Disciplines with your children. Pray together, worship together, read scripture together. 

 Play with your children. Take the time to be interested in what they are interested in. 

 Use Western Heights Kid’s Ministry as a resource! 
 
I am praying for each of you and your families. I look forward to when I can see all of you again! 
 
 

Rachel Ellison 

 
 

Greetings to our church family!  
 

Missing you all in a face-to-face setting!  
But, it will make our reunion one day all the more special! Looking forward to that!  
 

I want to share the lyrics of a song from my earlier days that has spoken to me...I hope it will remind you that 
God is in control even when we may not see that.  
 

 He sees the master plan, and he holds our future in His hand,  
 So don't live as those who have no hope, all our hope is found in Him.  
 So when you don't understand. When you don't see His plan.  
 When you can't trace His hand, Trust His Heart.  
 

WHBC Youth, we are meeting on Zoom! Bible Study, games and time to hang out.  
 5:30 - 6:30ish on Sunday Nights  
 6:00 - 7:00ish on Wednesday Nights  
 

Instructions for "Zooming"  
Download the app on your phone or computer from Zoom.com - It's FREE!  
For each meeting time, you will click on "Join A Meeting" on the upper right side. Put in our meeting code  
575-084-9987. The password will change each time and be sent out to you via a group or text message on the 
day of the meeting. If you do not receive this password or if you have any questions,  
please text Cynthia at 254-644-2441. HOPE TO SEE Y'ALL THERE!  
 

World Vision 30 Hour Famine Dates - April 24-25 - We're going VIRTUAL!!!  
Watch for more details on this event on the WHBCWACO.ORG website.  
It will look a little different but we can still make a difference!  
 

REMEMBER - Wash your hands, Wear your masks and Be safe!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Praising the Lord never goes out of style or hurts anyone! While we can find places in the Bible where the 
heathen attempted to stifle the prayers and praises of God’s people, we have not endured such atrocities. During 
these strange times in our international health as people, we can and should continue to praise the Lord and seek 
His face! Praying, scripture reading, singing Psalms and spiritual songs, and waiting on the Lord in His presence 
are all Godly responses to a world in crisis. 
 
Therefore, if you wonder what you can do with yourself during these times of social distancing, PRAY AND 
PRAISE THE LORD! I have never heard of anyone regretting time in prayer and praise. However, I have often 
heard people regret not turning to the Lord in their times of trouble. May we discern what God wants us to do 
and wait on Him to lead us while ultimately following whole-heartedly. That can be our witness and our 
deliverance! Let us not distance ourselves from God, for the church is not the building. Rather it is the followers 
of Jesus Christ! Sing with me the “Wonderful Words of Life” as you endure the struggles of this world. “Have 
Faith in God”, “Count Your Blessings”, for “The Steadfast Love of the Lord Never Ceases”. One could use 
these song titles to live a God honoring life. They are taken from scripture for our benefit. Find your own and 
sing a song of triumph with the Lord’s words! Blessings! 

Kip Osborne 

What is the best way for you to stay updated on what is going on with Western Heights during this time 
when we cannot physically meet together? 

 The best way to stay connected is to regularly check our Facebook pages:  
 Western Heights Baptist Church and Western Heights Kids 
 

 We are also keeping our website updated with information - www.whbcwaco.org 
 

 We have tried to mail information out. However, we are experiencing a significant delay in when 
members are receiving that mail. So even if we sent an announcement out on Monday through the 
mail, you still may not receive it until the following week. 

 

 So, if you are a person who has access to social media and online avenues, please relay the information 
to those you know that do not have that access! 

 

 Also—now would be a great time to update your information at the church: 
 
 E-Mail; Phone Numbers; Addresses— 
 If you call us, make sure you leave a message with the best phone number with which to contact 
 you back. 
 
Additionally, we have not included a calendar in this months vision.  
This is due to the fact that the Shelter-In-Place order is in effect through April. 


