
Hello OCF Church Family,

Due to the COVID 19 crisis the OCF board and myself have decided to postpone my 
sabbatical for a year.  We are all disappointed, but know that this is the right decision. 
Our church plans are constantly shifting due to the fluid nature of the situation we find 
ourselves in and it would not be a good time for me to be gone.  The Lilly foundation 
who provided the grant funds for the sabbatical has graciously allowed us to postpone 
the sabbatical for a year.

On another note, I know that we want to get back to meeting all together again as soon 
as possible.  We want to be considerate of each other, especially those who are most 
vulnerable to this virus, so we are being very cautious with our reopening plans.  The 
board and I have decided to fully open once our state regulations allow all of us to meet 
inside the church building.  At that time we will have a big celebration welcoming 
everyone back,  That being said, it is my hope and prayer that you are continuing to 
connect with each other online, through zoom and phone calls.  Please keep it up.  Also, 
please engage with everyone during our morning service at 10:00am on Sundays.  This 
is our time to “see” all of you together.  I am including the link to that service for your 
convenience.  Our office is now open during morning hours, Monday-Thursday, 
although the Klothes Kloset remains closed until further notice.

https://opportunitychristianfellowshiplive.online.church/admin/users

Finally, let us all be praying for the state of our country.  The recent events have brought 
to the forefront the deep divides that exist between us as Americans.  May we, the 
Church, be agents of peace in all situations.  May we care especially for those who 
have been systematically oppressed.  I would call to your remembrance the sermon I 
preached on May 24th, where I called on us to first and foremost learn to listen, to strive 
to understand, to try to walk in our brother’s and sister’s shoes.  That is our calling and 
our mandate from our Lord Jesus who modeled this for us by God becoming flesh and 
blood, in order to “walk in our shoes”.

I am including in this email below a letter from Michael Traylor, my boss, who is an 
African American medical doctor and pastor.   

Blessings,
Pastor Dan Bonney

A friend of mine mentioned, in regards to the George Floyd murder, that it seems that 
violence against people of color appears to be increasing.  My response is that it may 
be, but more likely, violence against people of color is simply being recorded more 
often.
The constant threat of violence hovers over Black, Brown, Asian and indigenous  men 
and women every day.  People of color are always framed as a threat to something, 
which justifies the violence.  From feeling “menaced” by my mere presence to being 
labeled disruptive and disrespectful by seeking to voice my experiences, I, and other 
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people of color, are continually framed and re-framed as the problem.  WEB Dubois 
wrote about this over 100 years ago when he stated that the existence of African 
Americans can be summed up with the question of “How does it feel to be a problem?”.  
Videos capture horrendous violence and the response to the video by many is to blame 
the victim.  Social media spent hours talking about the character of Trayvon Martin, after 
all, if you have a criminal past, you certainly waive your right to eat skittles and walk on 
public sidewalks.  We spent time studying the motion of 12 year old Tamir Rice and 
reviewing his parents criminal records, convincing ourselves that he put the law 
enforcement officer in a situation where he feared for his safety.  Many spent hours 
focusing on the history of Michael Brown in Ferguson Missouri, without considering that 
70% of all African-American adults in Ferguson, had a warrant for arrest in 2014 (Dept 
of Justice study).  The problem of a racist justice system that resulted in needless 
deaths, and incarcerations of people of color, is ignored by many who would rather 
demonize Michael Brown that confront the demons within.
The other equally anger-inducing response is for people to find a person who has 
similar demographics as the victim, who supports injustice or the problem-avoiding 
stance of the society as a whole to justify ongoing violence and degradation.  This is 
done while ignoring an entire community speaking the truth, often in the streets, and at 
great risk.
I once spoke to a pastor in my same denomination who told me that they could not 
support Black Lives Matter or even understand their viewpoint, because Black Lives 
Matter also advocates for members of LGBTQA communities.  Honestly, it was an 
excuse to use his more community-accepted homophobia to deflect from his white 
supremacy.  This is not new but it has been an ongoing pattern that keeps people from 
confronting the real problems, which we often are complicit with.  I know Church leaders 
who claim that they wouldn’t support any Civil rights movements in the 1960’s because 
MLK Jr was a womanizer.  In cases like that, invoking a morality code to avoid dealing 
with a moral crisis, is the crux of advocacy impotence.
I am writing this, because I am really tired of entertaining narrow paradigms designed to 
protect uncritically adopted fragilities.  Just because these cases are newly reported, 
they are not new to me and most people of color who have lived this.  While I am 
encouraged about an awareness to the problem, it is long past time to make justice not 
simply a part of our society, but the essence of our relationships with one another.  
Greater than  a momentary reaction to something that has no connection to you other 
than trending on your twitter account or shown graphically on your facebook time line.  
Living justly, means to live in a way where we are all connected, having equal worth and 
equal opportunities and understanding God’s desire for honoring all creation.   Dr 
Michael Traylor


