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Not Afraid: Hope is Contagious 

The darker the night, the brighter the candle would shine.

The more difficult life is, the more fearful life is, the more frustrating and hopeless 
life is, the more our faith in Jesus can shine.

So the questions I want us to all consider today is this:
In the midst of dark times, is my light shining for Jesus?

The Thessalonians
This young church, just a few weeks old, was persecuted.Â 
Here is what Paul wrote to these young believers in Jesusâ€¦

I Thessalonians 1:2-3
We always thank God for all of you and pray for you constantly.Â  As we pray to our 
God and Father about you, we think of your faithful work, your loving deeds, and 
the enduring hope you have because of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Faithful work
Loving deeds
Enduring hope

That was the light that was shining from the Thessalonians.

I Thessalonians 1:8
And now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you to people everywhere, even 
beyond Macedonia and Achaia, for wherever we go we find people telling us about 
your faith in God. â€¦

The word of the Lord is ringing out to people everywhereâ€¦
Hope, love, faithâ€¦ ringing out!

From just a few believers to well over 6 million believers in 100 years. Â That is what 
happened in the second century, according to author Rodney Stark in his book â€œThe Rise 
of Christianityâ€.Â  Do you know why?Â  In large part because of several worldwide 
plagues that spread across the world.

So my dear people, in the midst of our pandemic today, lies a great opportunity to let 
our light shine brightly.



What do we do when we are afraid and hopeless?

Matthew 12:20-21
â€œ(Jesus)â€¦ will not crush the weakest reed or put out a flickering candle.Â  
Finally he will cause justice to be victorious.Â  And his name will be the hope of all 
the world.â€

Jesus is our rock, that cannot be moved, come the storms of life.Â 
On Him we stand.


