
SERMON OUTLINE 
Matthew 2:1-2 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign 
of King Herod. About that time some wise men from 
eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the 
newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, 
and we have come to worship him.”


We were created to worship Jesus with our gift and 
talents. 

The gifts offered to the king represented a tribute and a 
token of submission. 

When we find our purpose which is to worship God with 
our whole being. We offer him our gift and talents out of 
love not out of duty. 


Matthew 2:10-11 
When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! 

They entered the house and saw the child with his 
mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.


The 3 Gifts! These 3 gifts were not only useful, but very 
significant. 


Gold: kingship and monarchy 


Myrrh: Which was a herb symboled the death or the 
suffering of Jesus.  


Frankincense: Symbolized the priest hood and prayer. 
It was a very expensive practical gift that helped heal the 
sick and wounded and had lots of purposes.

It is a holy oil in the middle east. It was the ingredient in 
the holy anointing oil used to anoint the tabernacle high 
priests and kings. It was used anciently during sacrificial 
ceremonies to help improve communication with the 
creator. 


Jesus is our Frankincense, our Holiness  
Hebrews 4:14-16 
So then, since we have a great High Priest who has 
entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly 
to what we believe. This High Priest of ours understands 
our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we 
do, yet he did not sin. So let us come boldly to the 
throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his 
mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need 
it most.


We can now receive this gift of holiness/ frankincense by 
faith. So let us not receive this gift in vain. 


2 Corinthians 6:1 LABORING TOGETHER [as God's 
fellow workers] with Him then, we beg of you not to 
receive the grace of God in vain [that merciful 
kindness by which God exerts His holy influence on 
souls and turns them to Christ, keeping and 
strengthening them–do not receive it to no purpose].


Frankincense is the holy influence on our souls that 
turns us to become more like Christ, keeping us holy 
and strengthening us daily by his grace. 


Have we received the gift of Christmas the gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh to no purpose?


Have we become so familiar with he Christmas story 
that we’ve forgotten why Jesus came. 


All Christians have the capacity to be holy 
1 Peter 2:9 
…You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own 
possession. As a result, you can show others the 
goodness of God… 

Your understanding of Holiness will determine the 
Holy life you will live. 

4 Things about you need to know about Holiness 

• Holiness is God’s gift to you through 
salvation 

• You can never be holy by your own efforts 
• God’s gift are without repentance 
• Holiness makes you look good  
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The Gift of Holiness

Our vision is to be a 
people who say a daily yes 
to Jesus, engage our world 

as a mission field, and 
actively care for the 

vulnerable. 



ONLINE CHURCH 
Please join us online as we stream our church 

services every Sunday morning at 8am and 
10am on our Church Online Platform: 
www.opportunitychristianfellowshiplive.online.church 

On our platform, you can chat with other members 
online, request private prayer with pastors, and 
worship from the safety of your own home. 

We also have a children’s service streaming at 9:15, in 
between the services!  

And remember, our services are all available at any time 
on our YouTube channel. You can find the link on 
our website. 

MISSIONS REPORT-2021 
• Please see the Missions pledge card in 

your bulletin that allows you to 
promise a pledge to our missions 
giving for 2021. You can drop this in 
the buckets in the back on your way 
out! 

THIS MONTH 
• OCF Members: Next week is our Town 

Hall Meeting. We will be meeting after 
church to vote on new board members 
and review the budget. Plesae join us in 
moving our church into this coming year! 

COVID-19 GUIDELINES  
We are coming back to church ready to follow state 
guidelines on 
COVID-19 social 
distancing.  
• Masks are 

required upon 
entry to the 
sanctuary. 

• Please choose 
a chair or set of 
chairs for your 
family and 
loved ones.  

• Remember to 
social distance 
as much as 
possible.  

• Please check out our website or Facebook page 
for all of our sermons, the pastors’ weekly 
devotionals, and more! 

GIVING 
ONLINE GIVING: You can give to OCF Ministries 
through our website. This QR Code will direct you to the 
OCF on-line giving page. We, of 
course, continue to accept traditional 
ways of giving. Please designate how 
you would like your offering applied. 

November Giving: $14,849 
YTD Actual: $205,020 
YTD Goal: $231,979 

VIRTUAL CONNECTION 
CARD 

Use this QR code to fill out a 
virtual connection card!  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR 
DAN 

OCF Justice Initiative 
You are invited… 
Sunday, December 20, 4pm 
OCF Auditorium 

I have been impacted by the different protest marches this 
summer and how they bring to light the deep divides that 
continue to exist in our country between races,  We the 
church must not sit on the sidelines.  We have a God given 
calling to do justice.   

Micah 6:8 
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And 
what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God. 

To that end I am forming a group whose purpose is to raise 
awareness in our church about race issues and develop 
ways our congregation can meaningfully engage in making 
Spokane a more just environment. 

The initial agenda for this group will be to educate 
ourselves first.  My own eyes began to be opened when I 
took a class/pilgrimage and studied our history of slavery 
and the continuing effects that white supremacy has had 
on our nation, effects that impact us even to the present. 

Then we will prayerfully discern ways we can educate our 
congregation and suggest/provide ways for them to engage 
in “doing justice, loving mercy and walking humbly” with 
those in our community who are from a minority race.  

If you are interested in being part of this initiative for our 
church, you are invited to a first meeting, on Sunday, 
December 20, at 4pm in our sanctuary.  I look forward to 
seeing you there and together begin discerning what God 
would have us do. 
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