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BIG IDEA
Jesus can change anything.

BIBLE
Jesus Raises Lazarus: John 11:1-45

WELCOME TIME

MUSIC | Life-Changing Praise!
	 INSTRUCTIONS: You can lead kids in worship with any songs of your choice, but here are some suggestions 

that go along with this month’s theme. Make sure you have purchased any licenses required to play or perform 
these songs. For more information, read this!

	 “Robot Rock” (KidSpring Children’s Ministry)
	 “Open My Eyes” (KidSpring Children’s Ministry)
	 “2 Corinthians 5:17” (The Corner Room)
	 “God Makes Messy Things Beautiful” (Slugs and Bugs)

ACTIVITY | Five Little Robots
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Let’s get jumping! Sing “Five Little Robots” with your large group of kids. “Five little robots 

jumping in the spaceship. One fell off and bumped his head. Mama called the doctor and the doctor said, 
‘No more robots jumping in the spaceship!’” From there it keeps moving down until there’s no robots left! 
Encourage the kids to jump, fall as a group, and wave their fingers at “no more.” Use this song to help you out.

	# TODDLER HACK: Our toddler friends may not get through all five verses and that’s okay! Try 
starting “three little robots” and going down from there. 

	 How high can you jump? Show me! 
	 How fast can you fall? Show me!
	 Let’s sing a song together that has some jumping and some falling. Here we go! 

ACTIVITY | Shape Up
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Show this Storybots video (or just the first two shapes if pressed for time). Then, provide 

blocks, Magna-Tiles, or large foam shapes, and have kids work together to build different things out of all the 
shapes. 

	 All these different shapes can be changed into anything as long as we use our imagination! Today, we are 
going to learn about someone who can do that but BIGGER! 

WEEK 4
LESSON GUIDE

https://growcurriculum.org/copyright-and-fair-use-for-churches/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bC4Cid_4M1A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGHo63pPDBc
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B000CBSNKQ/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B000CBSNKQ&pd_rd_w=5itYG&pf_rd_p=54ed5474-54a8-4c7f-a88a-45f748d18166&pd_rd_wg=uWvo3&pf_rd_r=3SPP96JQFKKRNM86SBJV&pd_rd_r=000dc588-de65-4f3a-be11-d969deb3ddba&s=toys-and-games&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyT000Rkw3N0RYQ1YzJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMDU4MzgyV1hBOFNTN1IzMzJLJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTAxMzQ3MTkzRU9ZSFE2TE9FS1dOJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfZGV0YWlsX3RoZW1hdGljJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://growcurriculum.org/growkids-changinggears-amazon
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STORY TIME

SCRIPTURE | John 11:1–45 (Jesus Raises Lazarus)
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Read and tell the Bible story using the same robot motif as you did in previous weeks. Make 

your voice sound monotone like a robot or like a smart assistant (like Siri, Alexa, or Google). You can use story 
images like these or the ones provided in the Teaching Videos folder. Show images of emojis (sad, surprised, 
and happy) to help kids understand the feelings expressed throughout the story. 

	 Hello. It’s me, your favorite storytelling robot! Today, I am going to tell you another story about Jesus. Are 
you ready to begin?

	 One day, Jesus was sad. [Show sad emoji.]
	 What are some things that might make a person sad?

	 Jesus was sad because his friend Lazarus had died. 
	 Have you ever seen something die before? Flowers? Insects? A plant at your house?
	 Flowers die, insects die . . . and so do people. And when people die, it is very sad.

	 All of Lazarus’ friends and family thought they were never going to see Lazarus again. But Jesus had a plan! 
	 Jesus walked right up to where his friend was. Lazarus’ body was put in a cave. Jesus said, “Roll away the 

stone!” and then Jesus spoke these amazing words, “Lazarus . . . come out!” 
	 Can you shout that with me?

	 Suddenly, to everyone’s surprise, Lazarus walked out of the grave! [Show a surprised emoji.] He was alive! 
[Show a happy emoji.] 

	 Most things (and people too) don’t come back after they have died. 
	 But it was different for Lazarus. Jesus made a big difference by bringing him back to life! Things like this 

are called miracles!
	 Jump up with me and say, “Miracle!”

	 That is the end of today’s story. Powering down. [Make a whirring noise and lower your head.]

BIG IDEA | Jesus can change anything.
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Using the Jack-in-the-Box toy (or the one you made) from previous weeks, write the Big 

Idea on an index card and attach it to the puppet inside. Reintroduce your kids to the Big Idea “mystery box,” 
and share that this week’s Big Idea is inside of it. Play this song while each kid comes up and cranks the box 
once. At the end of the song or whenever the box is opened, pull out the card and read it aloud. Use the hand 
motions to help them learn it.

	 Ready for today’s big idea? Jesus can change anything! Nothing is too big, nothing is too scary. He can do 
anything at all! 

	 Jesus (Point upward.)
	 can change (Spin your hands together horizontally.) 
	 anything (Stretch your arms out really big.) 

VIDEO | Changing Gears, Episode 4
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s episode of Cali’s World. 

ACTIVITY | Jesus Woke Up Lazarus 
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Lead the kids in “Jesus Woke Up Lazarus” to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” Encourage 

the kids to sing while lying down but jump up at the last line.
	 Let’s learn a song together that will help us remember the Bible story! 

https://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/rg-lazarus/
https://www.amazon.com/YOTTOY-Willems-Collection-Musical-Pigeon/dp/B07ZWFGR3F/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=1TMOY155YQE1S&keywords=jack+in+the+box&qid=1643265807&sprefix=jack+in+the+bo%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-3-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExNlZDMFRYWkFCT1gwJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNjI0MDg4WlBPNFhCU1JSVEY0JmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTAzNDY1MjcyUk9XTDNGUE5VM1JCJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Jack-in-the-Box
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EULQrI3aVik
http://growcurriculum.org/TeachingVideos_V6PreK
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	 Jesus woke up Lazarus
	 Lazarus, Lazarus
	 Jesus woke up Lazarus
	 And he came back to life! 

	 Jesus spoke, and His friend went from being dead to being alive! If Jesus can change something that big, 
we can be sure that Jesus can change anything. 

PRAYER
	 Dear Jesus, no problem is too small for you. No problem is too big for you. You can change anything! Thank 

you for changing me to be more like you. Amen.

SHARING TIME

SNACK | Alive Again Cookies
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Give the kids Teddy Grahams and a spoonful of white frosting. 
	 A man stepped out of his tomb in white cloth in today’s story, surprising everybody! They thought they would 

never see their friend Lazarus again, but Jesus changed that! Jesus can change anything. 
	 Show us your best robot voice. I challenge you to speak in that voice for the entire snack time!

ACTIVITY | Circle Time
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Using the robot face you made for Week 1, pass it around in a game of hot potato while 

playing the month’s worship songs. When the song stops, whoever’s holding the robot gets to answer the 
review question.

	 Let’s pass around my robot friend as we think about today’s true Bible story, and our Big Idea, Jesus can 
change anything.

	 When you hear music playing, pass around the robot. When the music stops, freeze! Whoever’s holding our 
robot friend will get to answer a question! Ready? Let’s go!

	 Why was Jesus sad in today’s Bible story?
	 What did Jesus say to Lazarus, who was inside the tomb? 
	 What happened? 
	 What is one thing about your room at home that you want to change? 
	 If you could change anything in the world, what would it be? Why did you pick that? Can Jesus do it?

ACTIVITY | Recycled Robot Craft
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Using recycled items and random arts and crafts supplies, kids will make fun recycled 

robots. Check out this craft for inspiration. 
	# TODDLER HACK: Instead of having little ones create an entire robot from scrap materials, 

have them glue random items or place foam sticker shapes on printed robots like this. Print 
out an outline of a robot for each kid like this. 

	 All of these items used to be something different. These all could have ended up in the trash can, but we 
brought them back to life in the form of this robot! 

	 Jesus can do more than make a robot out of recycled materials. Jesus can help sick people get better. 
Jesus can help sad people feel happy again. Jesus can help angry people not be mad anymore. Jesus can 
change anything!

https://artsymomma.com/recycled-robots-craft-kids.html
https://growcurriculum.org/growkids-changinggears-amazon
https://www.mymundaneandmiraculouslife.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Spare-Parts-Robot-Craft-391x1024.jpg
https://printcolorfun.com/wp-content/uploads/robot.png
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MEMORY VERSE | 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)
	 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” 
	 INSTRUCTIONS: This week, read the whole memory verse to the kids, Then, practice combining all of the 

parts together.
	 Here’s what we have learned:

	 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ” (Point up high.)
	 “the new creation has come” (Wave your arms around you, motioning “new.”)
	 “The old has gone, the new is here!” (Motion with both hands left: “the old has gone,” and right: 

“the new is here”).

PLAY TIME

ACTIVITY | Coloring Page
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Print and distribute the coloring page along with crayons or markers. As the kids color, you 

can review today’s Bible story, Big Idea, and memory verse.

ACTIVITY | In Gear
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Set out some gear blocks for the kids to play with and experience. This week, have kids try 

to build a robot shape using the blocks. 

ACTIVITY | Robot Stacking
	 INSTRUCTIONS: Set out these cool wooden robot toys and encourage the kids to see how many they can 

stack without them all falling down! No robot stackers? No problem! Give kids domino blocks, and let their 
imaginations run wild! 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Resources-Deluxe-Building-Pieces/dp/B00000DMCE/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=gear%2Bblocks&qid=1637041763&sr=8-5&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Balancing-Educational-Montessori-Developing-Intelligence/dp/B08NYHHLX7/ref=sr_1_6?keywords=robot+preschool&qid=1637042221&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/Domino-Blocks-Colorful-Educational-Birthday/dp/B073XKG5DK/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=3DCSJ41RELMOL&keywords=colorful+dominoes&qid=1643273637&sprefix=colorful+dominoes%2Caps%2C121&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyTFRNMVRUQU45WEY4JmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUExMDI0MzI1M0sxS1JHNFZET1FGVyZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMDExNzAyMldDSVVBSDZVN1oxNiZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=

