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THE BIG IDEA
God’s promises are for now 

and for later.

THE BIBLE
God’s Covenant with Abram: Genesis 12:1-3, 15:1-6

WELCOME TIME
�� MUSIC | Paradise Praise
�� ACTIVITY | Sack Race
�� ACTIVITY | Parachute Play

TEACHING TIME
�� SCRIPTURE | Genesis 12: 1-3, 15:1-6
�� THE BIG IDEA | God’s promises are for now 
and for later.
�� VIDEO | Promise, Episode 3
�� ACTIVITY | Star Blessing
�� PRAYER

DISCUSSION TIME
�� SNACK | Star Cookies
�� ACTIVITY ^�%QWPV�VJG�5VCTƒUJ
�� ACTIVITY | Sharing God’s Promise
�� MEMORY VERSE | Joshua 21:45 (NIV)

PLAY TIME
�� ACTIVITY | Coloring Page
�� ACTIVITY | Star Search
�� ACTIVITY | Nows and Laters

WEEK 3 

PRESCHOOL LESSON OUTLINE

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
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WEEK 3 

HACKS FOR TODDLERS

HOW TO HACK THIS SERIES FOR TODDLERS

In children’s ministry, you’ve got a wide range of ages you need to engage every week, but toddlers tend to 
get overlooked. But you know your toddlers need more than just babysitting, so here are a few adjustments 
you can make to this week in order to keep your toddlers more engaged.

BY DENA KITCHENS

ACTIVITY | Parachute Play

You can substitute some of the parachute games by telling a few toddlers to sit on the parachute as 
you pull it around the room. The kids will love this fun way to travel!

ACTIVITY | Star Blessing

6T[�CP�CNVGTPCVKXG�CEVKXKV[�VJCV�FQGUPŦV�TGSWKTG�VQQ�OCP[�ƒPG�OQVQT�UMKNNU��#P�GZEGNNGPV�QRVKQP�YQWNF�
be to make starry night sensory bags�HQT�VJG�[QWPIGT�MKFU�VQ�GZRNQTG�

#%6+8+6;�^�%QWPV�VJG�5VCTƒUJ

2TG�EWV�VJG�UVCTƒUJ��+PUVGCF�QH�DWVVQPU��JGNR�VJG�[QWPIGT�MKFU�WUG�%JGGTKQU�QT�(TQQV�.QQRU�VQ�INWG�
on the stars. Make sure the kids have their own bowl or plate of cereal in case some of them decide 
VQ�GCV�VJGO�YJKNG�FQKPI�VJKU�CEVKXKV[Я�;QW�OKIJV�YCPV�VQ�MGGR�VJG�DQZ�JCPF[�KP�ECUG�CP[QPG�PGGFU�
C�TGƒNN�

https://playgroundparkbench.com/constellation-sensory-play/
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THE BIG IDEA
God’s promises are for now 

and for later.

THE BIBLE
God’s Covenant with Abram: Genesis 12:1-3, 15:1-6

WEEK 3 

PRESCHOOL LESSON GUIDE

WELCOME TIME

MUSIC | Paradise Praise

  INSTRUCTIONS: Play some fun worship songs for the kids to sing and dance along to! We 
suggest repeating “There are Promises.”ǾCPF�CNUQ�RNC[KPI�VJKU�HWP�UQPI�ECNNGF�”Father Abraham.”

ACTIVITY | Sack Race

  9GNEQOG�DCEM�VQ�QWT�KUNCPF�RCTCFKUGЯ�9G�CTG�JGCTKPI�UQ�OWEJ�CDQWV�)QFŦU�RTQOKUGU�Ǿ�+P�VQFC[ŦU�
story, God tells Abram to leave his home and travel to a new place. Let’s travel across the room 
CPF�UGG�YJQ�ECP�ƒPKUJ�ƒTUV�KP�QWT�UCEM�TCEGЯ

  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide groups into teams and provide each team with a pillowcase or potato 
UCEM��/CTM�UVCTV�CPF�ƒPKUJ�NKPGU�QP�QRRQUKVG�UKFGU�QH�VJG�TQQO��6JG�ƒTUV�MKF�QP�GCEJ�VGCO�TCEGU�
VQ�VJG�ƒPKUJ� NKPG�CPF�DCEM�CPF�RCUUGU�VJG�UCEM�VQ�VJG�PGZV�RGTUQP�KP� NKPG��6JKU�EQPVKPWGU�WPVKN�
everyone has had a turn.

ACTIVITY | Parachute Play

  Let’s play a few games with this parachute on our beach.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Use a games parachute and a beach ball to play the games listed below.

  MAKING WAVES: Position the kids equally around the edges of the parachute and tell them 
to hold onto the edges. Encourage them to work together, moving the edges of the parachute 
up and down to make waves.

  BALL PLAY: Now, toss the ball onto the parachute and tell the kids to work together to keep 
the ball up in the air.

https://youtu.be/tz-0Gi0a8H4
https://youtu.be/DPKp4AWmQoI
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  PARACHUTE TRAVELS: Remove the ball. As kids lift the parachute in the air, call out a 
name. That kid must run under the parachute and out the opposite side before the parachute 
lands on them. 

 # TODDLER HACK:Ǿ6GNN�C�HGY�QH�VJG�[QWPIGT�MKFU�VQ�UKV�QP�VJG�RCTCEJWVG�CU�[QW�RWNN�KV�
around the room.

TEACHING TIME

SCRIPTURE | Genesis 12: 1-3, 15:1-6

  INSTRUCTIONS:�1P�C�NCTIG�RQUVGT�DQCTF�QT�FT[�GTCUG�DQCTF��FTCY�VJG�NKPGU�VQ�OCMG�C�NCTIG�ƒXG�
pointed star as you paraphrase today’s Bible story. You could do this on the back of your Big Idea 
DQCTF�YKVJ�EJCNM�QT�OGVCNNKE�OCTMGT��CPF�VJGP�HNKR�KV�QXGT�VQ�TGXGCN�VJG�$KI�+FGC�CHVGT�VJG�$KDNG�UVQT[�

  A long time ago, God spoke to someone named Abram and told him to leave his home and go 
VQ�C�FKHHGTGPV�RNCEG�VJCV�)QF�YCU�IQKPI�VQ�UJQY�JKO�Ǿ=&TCY�VJG�ƒTUV�NKPG�?

  Have you ever left your home to go to a new place? Imagine having to leave your whole 
family and all your friends. How would you feel if you had to do that?

  But the story didn’t end there. God told Abram that he was going to become really great. God 
was going to bless Abram and make him a “great nation.”=&TCY�VJG�UGEQPF�NKPG�?Ǿ

  If God had said that to you, what would you think it meant?
  Some time later, God spoke to Abram again. God remembered the promise made to Abram and 

told him not to be afraid. =&TCY�VJG�VJKTF�NKPG�?
  Why might Abram have been afraid?

  God promised Abram that he would be the father to a great nation. But Abram was old and didn’t 
JCXG�CP[�EJKNFTGP��*G�EQWNF�PQV�KOCIKPG�JQY�VJCV�EQWNF�DG�UQ�ǾǾ=&TCY�VJG�HQWTVJ�NKPG�?

  *CXG�[QW�GXGT�DGGP�RTQOKUGF�UQOGVJKPI�DWV�[QW�YGTGPŦV�UWTG�KV�YQWNF�JCRRGP!Ǿ
  God led Abram outside. “Count the stars,” God said. But there were so many Abram couldn’t 

count them all. God told Abram that he was going to have a lot of kids, and then those kids 
YQWNF�JCXG�NQVU�QH�MKFU��CPF�UQ�QP�Ǿ�=&TCY�VJG�ƒHVJ�NKPG�?

  Have you ever tried to count the stars?
  ,WUV�CU�VJG�UVCTU�CTG�VQQ�OCP[�VQ�EQWPV��UQ�CTG�VJG�RGQRNG�YJQ�ECOG�HTQO�#DTCOŦU�HCOKN[��(TQO�

that one person came many, many people who would one day follow the one, true God. God 
promised that Abram would be great now, but even greater in the future!

THE BIG IDEA | God’s promises are for now and for later.

  INSTRUCTIONS:�9TKVG�VJG�$KI�+FGC�KP�NCTIG�NGVVGTU�QP�C�DNCEM�RQUVGT�DQCTF��WUKPI�EJCNM�OCTMGTU�
KP�TCKPDQY�QT�PGQP�EQNQTU��6CRG�NCTIG�VTQRKECN�NGCXGU�QP�VQR�QH�VJG�YQTFU��9JGP�KVŦU�VKOG��TGOQXG�
the leaves one by one to reveal the Big Idea.

  There are many promises in the Bible that God made to people back then that are promises God 
makes to us today.

  Let’s say today’s Big Idea together: God’s promises are for now and for later.
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https://www.wikihow.com/Draw-a-Star
https://www.wikihow.com/Draw-a-Star
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VIDEO | Promise, Episode 3

  INSTRUCTIONS:Ǿ2NC[�VJKU�YGGMŦU�RTGUEJQQN�VGCEJKPI�XKFGQ�Ǿ

ACTIVITY | Star Blessing

  INSTRUCTIONS:�)KXG�GCEJ�MKF�C�EQPUVTWEVKQP�RCRGT�UVCT��C�OCTMGT��CPF�XCTKQWU�CTV�OCVGTKCNU��+H�
[QW�CTG�KP�C�URCEG�FGUKIPCVGF�HQT�[QWT�QYP�WUG��MGGR�VJG�UVCTU�CPF�JCPI�VJGO�HTQO�VJG�EGKNKPI�CU�
a reminder that God’s promises are for now and for later.

 # TODDLER HACK:Ǿ/CMG�starry night sensory bags�HQT�VJG�MKFU�VQ�GZRNQTG�Ǿ
  You are a part of God’s promise and a part of Abram’s blessing. Write your name on the star and 

decorate it.

PRAYER

  INSTRUCTIONS: Let the kids hold their star as you pray together.
  Dear God, thank You for Your promise to Abram. We know that You promised great things for 
#DTCO�CPF�HQT�WU��;QWT�RTQOKUGU�CTG�HQT�PQY�CPF�HQT�NCVGT��*GNR�WU�VQ�VTWUV�;QW�NKMG�#DTCO�FKFЯǾ

DISCUSSION TIME

SNACK | Star Cookies

  INSTRUCTIONS:�5GTXG�UVCT�UJCRGF�EQQMKGU�HQT�UPCEM�
  What did God promise to Abram?
  When you look up at the stars in the sky, you can remember that you are a part of God’s blessing 

to Abram.

#%6+8+6;�^�%QWPV�VJG�5VCTƒUJ

  God told Abram to count the stars in the sky, but did you know there are stars in the ocean, too? 
9JCV�CO�+�VCNMKPI�CDQWV!�5VCTƒUJ��QH�EQWTUGЯ�.GVŦU�OCMG�QWT�QYP�VQ�CFF�VQ�QWT�KUNCPF�RCTCFKUG�

  INSTRUCTIONS:�)KXG�GCEJ�MKF�C�EQR[�QH� VJG�%QWPV� VJG�5VCTƒUJ�RTKPVCDNG��RTKPVGF�QP�EQNQTGF�
ECTFUVQEM��CPF�JGNR�VJG�MKFU�EWV�QWV�VJG�UVCT��)KXG�GCEJ�MKF�C�UOCNN�RKNG�QH�CUUQTVGF�DWVVQPU�HQT�
them to glue on.

 # TODDLER HACK:�2TG�EWV�VJG�UVCTƒUJ��+PUVGCF�QH�DWVVQPU��VGNN�VJG�MKFU�VQ�WUG�%JGGTKQU�
or Froot Loops to glue on the stars.

  These buttons remind us of how God promises us lots and lots of good things when we trust 
what God has planned for us.

ACTIVITY | Sharing God’s Promise

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a small bag of star stickers.
  Let’s share God’s promise with each other. Give two stickers to another kid and say, “One for 

now, one for later.”
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http://growcurriculum.org/PreschoolTeachingVideosV4
https://playgroundparkbench.com/constellation-sensory-play/
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  Keep sharing your stickers until they are all gone.
  God’s promise to Abram is the beginning of great things happening for a lot of people. It started 

with one person who moved from his home to a new place, started a family, and continued as a 
promise and blessing for everyone.

  God’s promises are for now and for later!

MEMORY VERSE | Joshua 21:45 (NIV)

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give the kids the treasure map coloring page and crayons. Tell them to color 
the jewels in the order of the memory verse and then read it together with them. Tell them to take 
their pages home to help them practice the memory verse.

PLAY TIME

While you’re waiting for parents to pick up their kids . . .

ACTIVITY | Coloring Page

  INSTRUCTIONS: Print and distribute this week’s coloring page along with some crayons or 
OCTMGTU��#U�VJG[�EQNQT��TGOKPF�VJGO�QH�VQFC[ŦU�$KDNG�UVQT[�CPF�$KI�+FGC��6Q�VKG�KPVQ�VJG�VJGOG��[QW�
EQWNF�WUGǾUVCT�UJCRGF�ETC[QPUǾQT�OCMG�[QWT�QYP�DGHQTGJCPF�YKVJ�DTQMGP�ETC[QP�RKGEGU�OGNVGF�
KPVQ�CǾUVCT�UJCRGF�UKNKEQPG�OQNFǾWUKPI�VJG�KPUVTWEVKQPU�here.

ACTIVITY | Star Search

  INSTRUCTIONS:�(KNN�C�UCPF�VCDNG�QT�RNCUVKE�DKP�YKVJ�FCTM�EQNQTGF�UCPF�CPF�JKFG�INQY�KP�VJG�FCTM�
UVCTU�KP�VJG�UCPF��'PEQWTCIG�VJG�MKFU�VQ�ƒPF�VJG�UVCTU�CPF�EQWPV�VJGO�

ACTIVITY | Nows and Laters

  INSTRUCTIONS:�2NC[�VJG�DQCTF�ICOG��ũ%JWVGU�CPF�.CFFGTUŪ�VQIGVJGT��+PUVTWEV�VJG�MKFU�VQ�TGRGCV�
a part of the Big Idea whenever they go down a chute or up a ladder.

  )QF�OCMGU�RTQOKUGU�VQ�WU�VJCV�YG�OKIJV�UGG�JCRRGP�TKIJV�CYC[�QT�UQOG�VKOG�KP�VJG�HWVWTG�Ǿ5C[��
“God’s promises are for now,” every time you go up the ladder and, “God’s promises are for later” 
when you go down the chute.

  God’s promises are for now and for later. 

Encourage your preschoolers to help clean up the room while they wait for their parents.
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https://amzn.to/3ayVocl
https://amzn.to/2T3yhkb%20
https://www.hgtv.com/design/make-and-celebrate/handmade/kids-craft-how-to-make-recycled-crayons

