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Evolution Confusion:
A Possible History of Earth

Week 12

March 2020

“And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.”
– Gen. 11:1

Outline

• Human genetics

• Humanid fossils

• Origin of language
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After the flood
Noah and his family left the ark, Tower of Babel, dispersion

(Mizraim)

(Gomer)

(Asshur)
(Javan)

(Madai)

(Tubal)

(Cush)

(Canaan)

(Elam)

Table of Nations (Genesis 10)
• Unique ancient literature
• Lists descendants of Noah
• Traces of those names can 

be found in cities, rivers, and 
countries
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SHEM

Out of Babel
Noah and his family left the ark, Tower of Babel, dispersion

• Ancient civilizations are all 
near Babel

• Fertile crescent was taught 
until recently

• But lately, “Out of Africa”
• Darwin:  Humans related to apes
• Genetics shows more diversity in 

Africa

• Recent research (2017) shows 
• Ancient Egyptian mummies are 

more similar to Near East 
(Palestine, Turkey)

• Sub-Saharan mixture is recent
Ancient Egyptian mummy genomes suggest an increase of Sub-Saharan African 
ancestry in post-Roman periods, https://www.nature.com/articles/ncomms15694
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SHEM

?

Babel (Babylon, Babil)
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No absolute 
dates possible

After the flood
• “Estimation of absolute dates becomes possible 

in the 2nd half of the 3rd millennium BC.” (~2500 BC) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_chronology

• Sumerians ~2600 BC   “Then the flood swept over”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumerian_King_List

• Indus Valley Civilization ~2600 BC 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indus_Valley_Civilization

• Assyrians ~2400 BC 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Assyrian_kings

• Akkadians ~2300 BC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akkadian_Empire

• Uruk chronicle ~2100 BC 
https://www.livius.org/sources/content/mesopotamian-chronicles-content/cm-48-kings-of-ur/

• Xia Dynasty of China ~2100 BC
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_China

• Babylonians ~1900 BC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_Chronicles

• Exception:  Egypt (whose chronology is problematic)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Chronology_(Rohl)

200010001000200030004000 0
BC ADNoah leaves ark (~2347 BC)

Human genetics
• Human body has trillions of cells
• Each cell has nucleus
• Inside is DNA – computer program

• How to build your body
• How to maintain your body

• DNA has 23 pairs of chromosomes
• 23 from Mom
• 23 from Dad

• One chromosome determines sex
• Mom has XX
• Dad has XY
• 4 possibilities for baby
• Boy gets Y-chromosome from Dad314

X X X Y

X X X Y X X X Y



3/28/2020

4

Y-chromosome:  Father to son

315

. . .

Adam 
and 
Eve

Noah 
and 
wife

Shem, Ham, Japheth 
and wives

. . .

. . .

. . .

~4000 BC

~2347 BC

Mitochondrial DNA:  Mother to daughter
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. . .

Adam 
and 
Eve

Noah 
and 
wife

Shem, Ham, Japheth 
and wives

. . .

. . .

. . .

~4000 BC

~2347 BC

(mtDNA is not in the nucleus)
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Adam and Eve
• Most recent common ancestor (MRCA) –

from whom all living persons descend
• Y-chromosomal Adam – MRCA of all males    ~200,000 years ago     (Noah)
• Mitochondrial Eve – MRCA of all females      ~200,000 years ago        (Eve)

• Dates are based on assumed mutation rates
• Recently discovered:  mtDNA mutates 20x faster than previously thought

Calibrating the Mitochondrial Clock, Science, 1998 https://science.sciencemag.org/content/279/5347/28

• “Such a high mutation rate would indicate that Eve lived about 6500 years ago—a 
figure clearly incompatible with current theories on human origins.”
Mitochondrial Eve: the plot thickens. Trends in Ecology and Evolution, 1997  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21238138

• “Evolutionists are most concerned about the effect of a faster mutation rate.
• “Using the new clock, she would be a mere 6000 years old.”  (4000 BC)

http://www.dnai.org/teacherguide/pdf/reference_romanovs.pdf

• Another mathematical study calculates the MRCA to be a few thousand years ago
Modelling the Recent Common Ancestry of All Living Humans, Nature, 2004 https://www.nature.com/articles/nature02842
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Phylogenetic and familial estimates of mitochondrial substitution rates: study of control region mutation in deep-rooting pedigrees.’ Am J Hum Genet, 2001 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11582570
A high observed substitution rate in the human mitochondrial DNA control region. Nature Genetics, 1997 https://www.nature.com/articles/ng0497-363
The mutation rate in the human mtDNA control region. Am J Hum Genet, 2000 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10756141
https://creation.com/a-shrinking-date-for-eve
https://creation.com/greater-than-98-chimp-human-dna-similarity-not-any-more
https://kgov.com/christianity-today-search-for-adam

Genetic ancestors
• Identical ancestors point (IPA) – time when all people either

• Are ancestors of all living people today, or
• Have no living descendents

• By definition, IPA is older than MRCA  (IPA is Adam and Eve)
• IPA considers both parents
• Several studies have found that

• IPA is a few thousand years ago
Modelling the recent common ancestry of all living humans, Nature, 2004 https://www.nature.com/articles/nature02842

• MRCA with both parents is < 5000 years
D. L. T. Rohde, On the common ancestors of all living humans (unpublished)  

• Any two random Europeans share ancestors within 2500 years
The Geography of Recent Genetic Ancestry across Europe, PLoS Biol, 2013 https://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article/file?id=10.1371/journal.pbio.1001555&type=printable

• None of this proves the Biblical timeline, 
but it is certainly consistent with it
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How similar are humans and chimps?
• “Humans share about 99% of our DNA with chimpanzees”

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2012/06/bonobos-join-chimps-closest-human-relatives

• This number comes from a 1975 study, 
long before genomes were sequenced
Evolution at Two Levels in Humans and Chimpanzees, Science, 1975  https://science.sciencemag.org/content/188/4184/107

• Most widely cited study from 2005 shows
Initial sequence of the chimpanzee genome and comparison with the human genome, Nature 437:69–87, 2005 https://www.nature.com/articles/nature04072

• 1.23% difference from substitutions
• ~3% difference from insertions / deletions
 96% same

• See the “Myth of 1%”
Relative differences: the myth of 1%, Science, 2007  https://science.sciencemag.org/content/316/5833/1836
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Myth_of_the_One_Percent

• Not straightforward to compute:  Some estimate 81-87%
https://creation.com/human-chimp-dna-similarity-re-evaluated
https://creation.com/human-chimp-dna-similarity-literature
https://evolutionnews.org/2018/07/geneticist-on-human-chimp-genome-similarity-there-are-predictions-not-established-fact
https://creation.com/1-percent-myth
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DNA surprises
• Human and chimp Y-chromosomes are 30% different

• “horrendously different from each other” – David Page
• Chimp has only 47% as many protein-coding elements as humans

Lizzie Buchen, The fickle Y chromosome, Nature, 2010 https://www.nature.com/articles/463149a
Surprise in the Y, Science, 2010 https://science.sciencemag.org/content/327/5964/397.1

• Chimpanzees, orangutans, gorillas differ significantly from each other
Y-Chromosome Variation in Great Apes, Nature, 1997 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8990113

• Simple organisms have complex genomes
• Humans have 20,500 genes

Human Gene Count Tumbles Again, 2008  https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/01/080113161406.htm

• Nematode (roundworm) has 20,000 genes
What If There Are Only 30,000 Human Genes?  Science, 2001  https://science.sciencemag.org/content/291/5507/1255

• Sponge has 18,000 genes – Precambrian
Genome of ancient sponge reveals origins of first animals, cancer, 2010  https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100804151408.htm
Core genes were built early, 2010  https://www.sciencealert.com/core-genes-were-built-early
Sponge genome goes deep, Nature, 2010 https://www.nature.com/articles/466673a
The Amphimedon queenslandica genome and the evolution of animal complexity, Nature, 2010  https://www.nature.com/articles/nature09201

• Human and sponge genes are 30% different (or 70% same)
Scientists find sea sponges share human genes, 2010  https://www.smh.com.au/world/scientists-find-sea-sponges-share-human-genes-20100806-11oas.html
Humans and sponges share gene regulation mechanisms, 2017 https://phys.org/news/2017-04-humans-sponges-gene-mechanisms.html

320https://kgov.com/darwin-was-wrong-about-the-tree-of-life#chimp
https://kgov.com/now-sponges-are-70-percent-human
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Hominid fossils

• Java man (1892) – tooth, skullcap, thighbone 
50 feet from each other

• Piltdown man (1912) – fraud (exposed 1953)
• Nebraska man (1922) – single peccary (pig) tooth 

(retracted 1927)
• Peking man (1929) – found with humans; 

bones were lost
• Lucy (1974) – bones are more like a chimpanzee, 

not bipedal
• Neanderthals – interbreeded with modern humans
• …

321

Lucy

Human or not?

322

Human
(inferred)

Non-human
(inferred)

152 measurements analyzed (same data as evolutionists)

Todd Charles Wood, Baraminological Analysis Places Homo habilis, Homo rudolfensis, and Australopithecus sediba in the Human Holobaramin, 2010  
https://answersingenesis.org/creation-science/baraminology/homo-habilis-homo-rudolfensis-and-australopithecus-sediba/

Boundary
(inferred)

Note: Boundary
not in original
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Evolution of language
• Evolution over time:

• Biological systems (lateral evolution)
• Languages (lateral evolution)

• Decreasing complexity:
• Laws of Genetics do not create more complexity
• Modern languages are simpler

• English vs. Latin (3 vs. 6 cases – ancient Latin had 7)
• Simplified vs. traditional Chinese writing

• Spoken vs. Written language
• So what is the origin of language?

• Lots of ideas
• No agreement

• Language was a gift from God at creation
• Could it have been Hebrew?

323

Historical view of the church
“Down to recent centuries, Hebrew as the original language and mother of all 
languages was a widely held view among intellectuals.” 

– Cyrus Gordon, NYU ancient-language expert

• Eupolemus (150 BC):  “Moses was the first wise man, and the first that imparted grammar to the 
Jews, the Phoenicians received it from the Jews, and the Greeks from the Phoenicians.”

• Clement (AD 90):  “until then, only one language, Hebrew is dear to God.”
• Jerome:  Hebrew was original language
• Chrysostom:  Hebrew was original language
• Augustine (4th cent.):  “when other peoples were stricken by the change of languages, 

[the tribe of Heber] alone was exempt from any such penalty.”
• Joannes Malalas (6th cent.):  Adam spoke in Hebrew
• Procopius of Gaza (6th cent.):  Heber at the tower of Babel preserved 

the first language (Hebrew) by refusing to participate
• Bede (8th cent.):  The initial language was Hebrew
• Dante (14th cent.): “Hebrew language was that which the lips of the first speaker molded”
• 1642:  Harvard College, first graduating thesis:  “Hebrew is the Mother of Tongues”
• 1828:  Noah Webster's original dictionary traced many English words to their Semitic origin

324

2017

https://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-arts-and-culture/books/150768/examining-edenics

Timothy Mahoney, 
Patterns of Evidence:  
The Moses Controversy
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Our investigation
• Could Adam and Eve talk?  Yes, of course
• If so, what language did they speak?
• Is that language still around today?  If so, it was Hebrew
• Could Adam and Eve read/write?  Probably, and mathematics too
• If so, was it based on pictograms or alphabet?  Alphabet is far superior
• Is their writing system still around today?  If so, it is Hebrew
• What happened at the Tower of Babel?

• To spoken languages?  People could not understand each other when talking
• To written languages?  People could no longer write down their words; some 

people invented pictograms, Hebrews continued using the alphabet

• How did Moses write Genesis-Deuteronomy (Pentateuch)
Using Hebrew alphabet passed down from Joseph / Noah / Adam
Using source material preserved by Noah (for Genesis)

325

Chinese         
(boat = “eight 

mouths in vessel”)

Egyptian 
hieroglyphics

cuneiform

Spoken and written language
Example:
• AD ~400:  Natives arrive in Hawaii
• They brought with them their native spoken tongue
• Eventually this became (spoken) Hawaiian
• AD 1820:  American missionaries arrived
• Together with natives who knew some English,

• Invented alphabet of 13 English letters
• Used letters to write down what they heard
• Taught Hawaiians to read and write
• Translated Bible into Hawaiian
• Established schools, published books
• Literacy rate went from 0% to > 90% in just 12 years

Similar stories in other places:  Speaking Writing
326
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Testing the hypothesis

Is there any evidence that Hebrew is the original language?

• Speaking:  Etymology of all languages seems to point to Hebrew

• Writing: Hebrew is the original alphabet

327

Do all languages have common origin?

328

English: Mother
Dutch: Moeder

German: Mutter

Swedish: Mamma
Icelandic: Mamma

French: Mere
Spanish: Mama
Italian: Mamma

Norwegian: Mamma

Chinese: Mama
Vietnamese: Me

Urdu: Ammee

Latin: Mater

Persian: Madr, Maman
Arabic: Ahm

Hebrew: Em

Greek: Mater

Ghanian: Umama
Ovambo: Meme

Tswana: Mma
Twi: Maame

Korean: Umma

Akkadian: Ummu

Sumerian: Ama
Tamil: Ama

Egyptian: Mout

Mamma is usually a baby’s first word.  Least likely to change over time.

Interestingly, it is similar in most languages
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Some principles
When comparing two words in different languages,

• Only consonants matter (original alphabet had no vowels)

• Some sounds are easily switched

• “H” is not really a consonant – it’s just rough breathing
329

Voiced:         B V D Z G

Unvoiced:    P F T S K

(Try to say “Buh” or “Vuh” or “Duh” without using your vocal cords.  Hint:  You can’t.)

Mother = Moeder = Mutter
MTR    =    MDR   = MTTR

Edenics:  Example

330

Hebrew:  DEREK (Strong’s 1870) – way, road, distance, journey, manner

D R K
• DIRECT
• DIRECTION
• DRAG
• TREK
• TRUCK
• INSTRUCTOR
• ROAD
• ROUTE
• RUT
• RIGHT

http://isaacmozeson.blogspot.com/2018/02/all-roads-lead-to-eden.html
http://www.edenics.org/

Other languages:
• DORO – road (Japanese)
• DOLO – road (Korean)
• KORUT – boulevard (Turkish)
• DIREKTEN – direct (Macedonian)
• DIRECAO – direction (Portugese)
• DERECHO – straight (Spanish)
• DARIIQA – way (Somali)
• TRNG – straight (Thai)
https://translate.google.com
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Another example
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It was laid 
by a chickenIt is round

English:  “egg” French:  “l’oeuf”
Spanish:  “huevo”

AGOL (Strong’s 5696) – round OVPH (Strong’s 5776) – fowl

German:  IGEL – Hedgehog (curls itself into a round ball)
http://isaacmozeson.blogspot.com/2013/01/mother-hebrew-asks-how-do-you-like-your.html

40,000 other examples!
http://www.edenics.org/

• Alef
• Bet
• Gimel
• Dalet
• He
• Vav
• Zayin
• Het
• Tet
• Yod
• …

(22 letters)

Alphabet
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EnglishLatinGreekPhoenicianArabicHebrew

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
…

A
B
C
D
E
V
Z
H
Q
I
K
…

A
B
G
D
E
Z
H
Q
I
K
L
…

(rotated)

Aramaic“Alef-bet”
Naba-
taean
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Arabic
(AD 5th cent.)

Nabataean
(2nd cent.)

Ugaritic
(12th cent.)

Ge’ez
(7th cent.)

Phoenician
(11th cent.)

Aramaic
(6th cent.)

Hebrew
(9th cent.)

“Proto-
Sinaitic”

(17th cent.)

Alphabet history

333

200010001000200030004000 0
BC AD

Greek
(9th cent.)

Exodus (15th cent.)

22 letters:
Aleph, Bet, …What is this?

Joseph rules Egypt (17th cent.)

Alphabet history
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“Proto-Sinaitic”
(17th cent.)

• in Egypt
• narrow 11-year window
• while Joseph rules Egypt
• contains Hebrew words

“Proto-Canaanite”
• later
• in Israel first
• then in Phoenicia –

sarcophagus of 
King AhiramTimothy Mahoney, Patterns of Evidence:  The Moses Controversy
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Why is this important?

• Scholars said that Moses could not have written 
the Pentateuch (Genesis – Deuteronomy)

• No writing was that old
 Then they found old writing

• Now scholars say that he could not have written it in Hebrew
• Hebrew is not that old
 But in fact Hebrew is the original alphabet
 And in fact Hebrew appears to be the oldest spoken language, too

• If Adam and Eve could read / write, it would have been Hebrew
• Moses used source material from Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph
• Genesis is the oldest book in the world (from creation)

335


