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The Church



Review
► Week 1 What is the church
► Week 2 Biblical metaphors, Attributes of the 

Church (Unity)
► Week 3 Attributes of the Church (Purity, 

Universal, Apostolic), Marks of the church
► Week 4 Purpose of the local church, reasons for 

leaving the church
► Week 5 Baptism
► Week 6 Lord’s Supper





Discussion Questions

1. Describe your baptism experience.

2. Do you see your baptism as the 
beginning of your spiritual journey?

3. How do you feel when you witness the 
baptisms of others?



Baptism in the Bible
John’s Baptism

► John’s Baptism (Mt 3, Mk 1, Lk 3, Jn 1)
► What does it mean?



Baptism in the Bible
John’s Baptism
► Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Mt 3:2)

► and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. (Mt 3:6)

►  I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not 
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. (Mt. 3:11)
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Baptism in the Bible
John’s Baptism
► John’s Baptism (Mt 3, Mk 1, Lk 3, Jn 1)

► What does it mean?
► Originate in Lev 16:4?
► Foreshadow of what Christ’s ultimate cleaning
► Does not have same meaning and 

significance of what we have been 
commanded to do by Christ



Baptism in the Bible
Early Church
► The pattern after one repent and believe
► Acts 2:38, 41, Acts 8:12, 8:36-38, 9:18, 10:48, 

16:15, 33, 19:3-5

















Symbolism of our Union with Christ
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Joining into One (Body)



Joining into One (Body)



Meaning of Baptism

► Symbolism of union with Christ in his death, burial 
and resurrection (Rom 6:3-4, Col 2:12)

► Symbolic of one who have repented and 
believed (Acts 2:41, 8:12, 10:47-48, 16:14-15, 
16:32-33) 

► Symbolizes that inward regeneration has 
occurred

► Sign of covenantal relationship?



The Three Views of Baptism

1. Baptism as a means of saving grace
► Doctrine of baptismal regeneration
► Catholics and Lutherans
► Baptism unites us with Christ

2. Baptism as a Sign and Seal of the Covenant
► Much like the circumcision in the OT!









The Three Views of Baptism

1. Baptism as a means of saving grace
► Doctrine of baptismal regeneration
► Catholics and Lutherans
► Baptism unites us with Christ

2. Baptism as a Sign and Seal of the Covenant
► Much like circumcision in the OT!

3. Baptism as a symbol of salvation







Modes of Baptism
Historical Overview

► Not conclusive in the practice of early church
► 3rd century- not by immersion; infant baptism 

became the norm
► Anabaptist challenged the reformers and see 

believer’s baptism as Scriptural
► The mode of baptism was not important to 

early anabaptists



Modes of Baptism
By Immersion

► The Greek word βαπτίζω
► baptizo means “to plunge, dip, immerse” something in 

water
► 72/77 times translated as baptize or baptized
► 2/77 times translated as “wash” (Mk 7:4, Lk 11:38) referring 

to Pharisees will wash prior to eating



Modes of Baptism
By Immersion

► Scripture implies immersion (Mt. 3:6, Mt. 3:16, Acts 8:36)
► Symbol of our union with Christ (death, burial, 

resurrection) (Rom 6:3-4)
► Septuigint argument (Lev 4:17, 14:6, Josh 3:15, I Sam 

14:27)









Modes of Baptism
Baptism by Sprinkle/Pour
► Historical

► The norm since 3rd Century
► Didache 

► But concerning baptism, thus shall ye baptize 
Having first recited all these things, baptize in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit in living (running) water. But if thou hast not 
living water, then baptize in other water; and if 
thou art not able in cold, then in warm. But if thou 
hast neither, then pour water on the head thrice in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.





Modes of Baptism
Baptism by Sprinkle

► Historical
► The norm since 3rd Century?
► Didache
► Ancient artwork

► Scriptural (Eze 36:25)





Baptism Necessary for Salvation?
No!
► Jesus promised thief on the cross of paradise 

without baptism (Lk 23:3)
► Salvation is by faith through faith alone (Acts 3:19; 

5:31; 26:20; Rom. 3:28; 4:4–5; Eph. 2:8–9)
► However, Baptism is commanded:

► By Jesus (Mt 28:19)
► By Peter (Acts 2:38)

► It is the pattern of those that believed (Acts 2:41; 
8:38; 9:18; 10:48; 18:8; 19:1–5)



Arguments for Infant Baptism

► Historical argument
► Universal practice since 150 AD

► Covenantal argument
► Baptism is the New Testament counterpart to 

circumcision in the Old Testament
► Scriptural argument

► Households of faith were baptized (Acts 16:5, 16:33, 
I Cor 1:16)



What is the benefit of infant 
baptism?

► Does not grant regeneration (Catholicism) 
but it gives them an advantage to future 
salvation.
► Both practical and spiritual



Questions About Baptism

► What is the minimum age for believer’s baptism?
► Are churches to be divided over Baptism?

► How can one side be willing to accept the other 
as the “true church” over such crucial issue?

► Should church require members to have a 
believer’s baptism for those who had infant 
baptism before?

► What does Reformed churches do for new 
converts?


